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103 Ne pas Etre Déplacé-Mercredi

Creole:  

When we know the Lord, we desire to walk in faith.  

Creole:  

We desire to walk in hope and the recognition of his goodness in our lives.  

Creole:  

But sometimes, it seems that bad things happen to good people.  

Creole:  

Questions arise in our minds and we wonder if the scripture is really true.  

Creole:  

Does the Bible tell us the truth or do our circumstances tell us the truth.  

Creole:  

Are the situations in our lives more real than the word of God?  

Creole:  

Today we are going to look at one of those verses that we sometimes question.  

Creole:  

Maybe you haven’t questioned this, but I know I have questioned this.  

Creole:  

I know the Psalmists David questioned it, so maybe you too have questioned it.  

Creole:  

This may be something that you are wondering about today.  

Creole:  

Why does it seem that the wicked prosper?

Creole:  

Why is it when I have committed my life to Jesus, that I experience these troubles and difficulties?  

Creole:  

Why can’t I pay my debts?  Why am I sick?  

Creole:  

Why am I having trouble with relationships in my church and my family?   

Creole:  

Why does my next door-neighbor, who doesn’t go to church or acknowledge God, drive a big car, wear nice clothes and travel a lot? (????) 

Creole:  

Why is it that people who don’t seem to give anything to God, seem to be so blessed?  

Creole:  

This is a confusing issue.  

Creole:  

Listen to the word of the Lord in Proverbs chapter 12 verse 3.  

Creole:  

It tells us, “A man shall not be established by wickedness, but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.”  

Creole:  

The Bible clearly states here that the wicked are not supposed to prosper.  

Creole:  

Look at another verse from Proverbs 10 verse 5.  

Creole:  

We have looked at it before, but let’s look at it again.  

Creole:  

 “Disaster strikes like a cyclone, whirling the wicked away, but the Godly have a lasting foundation.”  

Creole:  

Now that is the truth.  That is the absolute truth.

Creole:  

Yet there are times when our circumstances lie to us, 

Creole:  

when the things we see with our eyes contradict the scriptures.  

Creole:  

Proverbs 12 verse 3 is our focus for today.  

Creole:  

Looking at it in the New Living Testament, it says, “Wickedness never brings stability. 

Creole:  

Only the Godly have deep roots.”  

Creole:  

We want to rejoice in our deep roots today, and we want to deal with this problem: 

Creole:  

why do the wicked prosper?  

Creole:  

The one place in the Bible that most clearly deals with this issue is Psalm 73.  

Creole:  

If you are seated and have an opportunity to read this, please get your Bible and open it to Psalm 73.  

Creole:  

If you are traveling and can’t do that, then open your heart and listen as David grapples with this problem of why do the wicked prosper.

Creole:  

He starts out with an understandable statement.  

Creole:  

He says, “Truly God is good to Israel, to those whose hearts are pure, 

Creole:  

but as for me I came so close to the edge of the cliff.  

Creole:  

My feet were slipping and I was almost gone.”  

Creole:  

 (This is one of the things I like about the book of Psalms.) 

Creole:  

David and many others tell us honestly how they feel.  

Creole:  

They tell the truth about their lives.  

Creole:  

David said I was in a place where I was slipping, like I was on the edge of a cliff.  

Creole:  

(Next he tells us why.) 

Creole:  

He says, “For I envied the proud when I saw them prosper, despite their wickedness.”  

Creole:  

This is what I was referring to, when we look about us and see people who are apparently blessed.  

Creole:  

It is on the television set all day long.  

Creole:  

We know very well that the people with big cars and fancy cloths on television have not acknowledged Jesus Christ. 

Creole:  

There is filth coming out of their mouths.  

Creole:  

They are involved with immorality and so much sexual perversion, and yet somehow they seem to be prospering.  

Creole:  

Our eyes tell us that the wicked prosper, and this is the problem that David was grappling with.  

Creole:  

He said, “ I envied the proud.  I saw them prosper despite their wickedness.”  

Creole:  

David goes on and says, “They seem to live such a painless life.  Their bodies are so healthy and strong.”  

Creole:  

On some of those television channels have young healthy, strong and beautiful people.  

Creole:  

You know they are being paid lots of money.  

Creole:  

They didn’t get on television without getting a large salary, 

Creole:  

and the things they do on television demonstrate their godlessness.  

Creole:  

They are totally uninterested in the purity and goodness.

Creole:  

David says, “Their bodies are healthy and strong and they are not troubled like other people, who are plagued with problems.  

Creole:  

They wear their pride like a jeweled necklace and their clothing is woven of cruelty.” 
Creole:  

Sometimes these healthy young bodies and prosperous people, because they don’t know Jesus, say things to each other 

Creole:  

and do things to each other that reveal the cruelty and wickedness of their hearts.  

Creole:  

I am reading from the New Living Testament.  You would not expect words like this in the King James Version.  

Creole:  

This plainly explains how David is thinking.  

Creole:  

In verse 7 he says, “These fat cats have everything their hearts could ever wish for.”  

Creole:  

That is a problem.  

Creole:  

We read here in Proverbs that man shall not be established by wickedness, 

Creole:  

and yet we see these fats cats that seem to have everything that they have ever wished for.

Creole:  

 “They scoff and speak only evil, and in their pride they seek to crush others.  

Creole:  

They boast against the very heavens and their words strut throughout the earth, 

Creole:  

and so the people are dismayed and confused, drinking in all of their words.  

Creole:  

Does God realize what is going on, they asked?  

Creole:  

Is the Most High even aware of what is happening?  

Creole:  

Look at these arrogant people enjoying a life of ease while their riches multiply.”  

Creole:  

David is describing this quite well, isn’t he?  

Creole:  

He is asking, did God forget to look at this?  

Doesn’t he know what is on the television station? 

Creole:  

Doesn’t God see how happy these people appear to be?  

Creole:  

They are so bold with their words.  

Creole:  

David says the people in his community or kingdom are confused by all of this.  

Creole:  

It bothers them.  They are dismayed.  

Creole:  

And they ask this question.  We are in verse 13.  

Creole:  

 “Was it for nothing that I kept my heart pure, kept myself from doing wrong?  

Creole:  

Was it for nothing? 

Creole:  

Was it for nothing that I kept my heart pure and kept myself from doing wrong?  

Creole:  

All I get is trouble all day long.  Every morning brings me pain.”  

Creole:  

David is grappling with this problem, why do the wicked prosper?  

Creole:  

And why is it when I am trying to do right, I don’t seem to be getting anywhere.  

Creole:  

There are a number of answers to that question.  

Creole:  

We have already looked at one of them when we learned that God chastens those whom he loves.  

Creole:  

He chastens us to perfect us and to grow us up, and to re-direct our paths and to cause us to walk in righteousness.  

Creole:  

So some of the pain that we are experiencing, is plain and simply the chastening of God.  

Creole:  

He is alive and involved in our lives.  

Creole:  

He loves us so he corrects us, and the pain of correction rewards us with a pure heart.  

Creole:  

The Bible tells us that after the pain, it bears the peaceable fruit of righteousness.  

Creole:  

It is not pleasant while we are experiencing it, but it gets our attention and it causes us to straighten up and do the things we should do.  

Creole:  

Praise the Lord!

Creole:  

Back to David in Psalm 73, he is going to have an insight into the matter.  

Creole:  

He says in verse 15,  “If I had really spoken this way, I would have been a traitor to your people.”  

Creole:  

David is acknowledging that if he had allowed these thoughts about the wicked prospering to be in his heart and on his lips, 

Creole:  

he would have led his people away from God.  

Creole:  

This would not have been good for him or for anyone listening to him.  

Creole:  

So he said, “I try to understand why the wicked prosper.”  What a difficult task this is.  

Creole:  

Now we come to the answer.

Creole:  

He says, “Then one day I went into your sanctuary, Oh Lord, and I thought about the destiny of the wicked.  

Creole:  

Truly you put them on a slippery path and send them sliding over the cliff to destruction.  

Creole:  

In an instant they are destroyed, swept away by terror.  

Creole:  

Their present life is only a dream that is gone when they awake.  

Creole:  

When you arise, Oh Lord, you will make them vanish from this life.”  

Creole:  

David knew for certain that disaster strikes like cyclone, whirling the wicked away. 

Creole:  

He knew that man shall not be established by wickedness, 

Creole:  

yet he had to remind himself of it in order to deal with what his eyes were showing him.

Creole:  

After he came to his senses, he says in verse 21, that he realized how bitter he had become,

Creole:  

 and how pained he had been by all that he had seen.  

Creole:  

 “I was so foolish and ignorant.  I must have seemed like a senseless animal to you.”  

Creole:  

David is coming to his senses.  

Creole:  

You and I need to come to our senses.  

Creole:  

We need to stop thinking that thought about how well off the wicked are.  

Creole:  

We need to buy the truth that they will ultimately be destroyed.  

Creole:  

David continues, “ Yet I still belong to you, Lord.  You are holding me by my right hand. 
Creole:  

You will keep right on guiding me with your counsel, leading me to your glorious destiny.  

Creole:  

Whom have I in heaven but you, Lord, and there is none on earth that I desire beside you.”

Creole:  

David came to his senses.  

Creole:  

Let’s you and I come to our senses today.  

Creole:  

Let us walk in the truth that the wicked shall not prosper and the righteous shall be established.  

Creole:  

This is brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Creole:  

God bless you, and have a great day!


