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113 Enjoying Rebukes – Wednesday

Creole:  

There are 2 ways to look at repetition.  

Creole:  

We can say, “Oh, I have heard that before.  I don’t want to hear that again.” 

Creole:  

Or we could say, “If I hear that enough, maybe I will finally understand it and apply it to my life.”  

Creole:  

The book of Proverbs has a lot of  repetition.  

Creole:  

It has certain themes that it repeats over and over again.  

Creole:  

And so we will be doing some repetition this morning.  

Creole:  

If you think that you have heard this before, you have. 

Creole:  

Nonetheless, it is a new verse and a new chapter.  

Creole:  

We are moving on.  Look in Proverbs chapter 13 verse 18.  

Creole:  

Hear the word of the Lord.  It says, “Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuses instruction, 

Creole:  

but he that regards reproof shall be honored.”

Creole:  

Let’s do what we normally do.  Let’s put this in easy-to-understand language.  

Creole:  

In the New International Version it says, “He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame, 

Creole:  

but whoever heeds direction is honored.”  I like this translation better.  

Creole:  

Now let’s look at the New Living Testament.  

Creole:  

It says, “If you ignore criticism, you will end in poverty and disgrace.  

Creole:  

If you accept criticism, you will be honored.”  

Creole:  

Refusing instruction, refusing discipline, ignoring criticism could mean 3 different things.  

Creole:  

There is the instruction that comes in the church.  We are going to consider that, 

Creole:  

because Paul writes to Timothy and tells him that he is supposed to rebuke and correct with all authority.  

Creole:  

We will look at that in a minute.

Creole:  

But what about the instruction or criticism that comes from those who are close to us? 
Creole:  

How well can you handle that kind of criticism?  

Creole:  

When some one says you are not doing this the right way, how do you react?  

Creole:  

We have read this before.  Proverbs says a wise man wears a rebuke like a gold earring.  

Creole:  

I can deal with a suggestion about something perhaps, but I surely hate criticism.  

Creole:  

When the Lord allows someone to speak into our lives a correcting word, it is because he loves us.  

Creole:  

Now the question is, will we listen?  

Creole:  

Will we change the way we are doing things, or will we react?  

Creole:  

I tell you, I am good at reacting.  

Creole:  

I bristle very rapidly when someone criticizes me.  

Creole:  

I need to hear the word of the Lord this morning.  

Creole:  

I need to grow in grace toward those people whom God has lovingly sent to me to criticize me.

Creole:  

Proverbs says here, if I accept criticism, I will be honored.  

Creole:  

It says that he who regards reproof shall be honored.  

Creole:  

There is precious little honoring that happens these days.  

Creole:  

Here it tells us that the pathway to honor is the pathway of accepting instruction, discipline and rebuke.  

Creole:  

Let’s hear it from the book of Hebrews.  

Creole:  

Again, this is repetition. We have done this before. 

Creole:  

This is a very important.  This is something that should be burned into our hearts.  

Creole:  

We need to be supremely aware of this.  Look in Hebrews chapter 12 verses 1 through 12.  

Creole:  

It says, “Therefore, being surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnessed, 

Creole:  

let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress.  

Creole:  

 (Now we are going to talk about how to move ahead spiritually, about how to grow in grace, how to become stronger Christians.)  

Creole:  

continuing…, Let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.  

Creole:  

We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish.  

Creole:  

He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross, because of the joy he knew that would be his afterward.  

Creole:  

 (This is preparing us to allow God to rebuke us.  

Creole:  

It is showing us something about criticism.  

Creole:  

Getting criticized is a little like dying on the cross.  

Creole:  

The Bible tells us if we want to be followers of Jesus, we have to take up our cross daily and die to self.  

Creole:  

It is our “self” and our pride that gets irritated when we get criticized, 

Creole:  

but the instruction of the Lord is to take that to the cross, 

Creole:  

to nail it to the cross and to die.  

Creole:  

We can do this because of the promise, “He that regards reproof shall be honored.”

Creole:  

If you accept criticism, you will be honored.  

Creole:  

Jesus died because he knew there was a greater glory in front of him.  

Creole:  

We can die to our reactions when we get criticized because the promise of the word is that it will bring us honor.)

Creole:  

Back to Hebrews…. “He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy that he knew would be his afterwards.”  

Creole:  

There is a shame associated with criticism, but we can endure it because it will bring us honor.  

Creole:  

 “Now Jesus is seated in the place of the highest honor beside God’s throne in heaven.  

Creole:  

Think of all he endured when sinful people did such terrible things to him, so that you don’t become weary and give up.  

Creole:  

After all, you have not given your lives in this struggle against sin.  

Creole:  

Have you forgotten entirely the encouraging words God spoke to you?  

Creole:  

He said My child don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you.”

Creole:  

I am reading in Hebrews chapter 12 in verse 5.  This should be a memory verse.  

Creole:  

 “My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you, and don’t be discouraged when he corrects you, 

Creole:  

for the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes those he accepts as his children.”  

Creole:  

Now this discipline of the Lord can come from many directions, 

Creole:  

and very often it comes through someone who is very close to us.  

Creole:  

Because the words of criticism that come from someone close are the words that will stir us the most.  

Creole:  

They get us the most upset.  But this is from the Lord. 

Creole:  

Continuing…. “As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children.  

Creole:  

Whoever heard of a child who was not disciplined?  

Creole:  

If God doesn’t discipline you as all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children after all.”

Creole:  

This is very clear.  It says if you are not getting any criticism or rebuke, then you ought to start worrying, 

Creole:  

because God disciplines all of his children.  It is a good thing to be disciplined.  

Creole:  

We need to receive it and learn from it, knowing that it leads us to the place of honor.  

Creole:  

Continuing…..  “Since we respect our earthly fathers who disciplined us, 

Creole:  

should we not all the more cheerfully submit to the discipline of our heavenly father and live forever.  

Creole:  

For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best that they knew how, 

Creole:  

but God’s discipline is always right and good for us, because it means that we will share in his holiness.  

Creole:  

No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening.  

Creole:  

It is painful, but afterwards there will be a quiet harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.”

Creole:  

The writer of Hebrews certainly knew that it was not fun to be disciplined.  

Creole:  

In Timothy  Paul told the elders of the church.  He said, “Those that sin, rebuke before all others, that they also may fear.” 

Creole:  

This passage refers to pastors.  We don’t normally think about that, 

Creole:  

but there are pastors who get so high and mighty and think they run everything….

Creole:  

well, they can’t do just anything.  They are still bound by the law of love.  

Creole:  

They are still bound by the law of Christ.  

Creole:  

There are certain things that are appropriate for a pastor to do, and some things that a pastor should not do.  

Creole:  

Paul was writing to Timothy saying those pastors that sin, rebuke them before everybody else, so that they may fear.  

Creole:  

The pastor is supposed to set the example.  

Creole:  

If he makes a big mistake, he needs to be disciplined because he is a public person.  

Creole:  

He needs to be disciplined publicly.  This doesn’t mean that he is a target.  

Creole:  

Let’s not consider that at all.  He is not a target.  

Creole:  

We are not to be shooting at him with every little complaint or criticism.  

Creole:  

It is just saying that there are times when a pastor steps over the line, and he does need to be corrected.

Creole:  

It also says for us not to rebuke an elder, but to entreat him as a father.  

Creole:  

If we are the ones doing the rebuking, we have to follow some rules that are laid down for us.  

Creole:  

This is not for baby Christians to reprimand pastors.  

Creole:  

If a pastor is being rebuked, he needs to be rebuked by the elders, those who are older than he is.  

Creole:  

Paul continues telling Timothy, “Preach the word.  Be instant in season and out of season.  

Creole:  

Reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long suffering in doctrine.”  

Creole:  

It is the job of the preacher to criticize the activities of the church, 

Creole:  

to tell them what they are doing wrong and to tell them how to get straight and do it right.

Creole:  

So if you are a pastor listening today, remember that Paul told Timothy to preach the word.  

Creole:  

Be instant in season and out of season.  

Creole:  

Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.  

Creole:  

In other words, rebuke with love, and show them in the word of God why you are doing it.  

Creole:  

This is the pathway to honor.  

Creole:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Creole:  

God bless you and have a great eternity.

