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004 Proverbs 2_1 Part 2 - Thursday

Translate Here:   
We are looking at Proverbs today. 

Translate Here:   
We are looking at Proverbs chapter 2, verse 1. 

Translate Here:   
We were there yesterday, but I can’t leave it yet. 

Translate Here:   
It says, “My child listen to me and treasure my instructions. 

Translate Here:   
Tune your ears wisdom and concentrate on understanding.

Translate Here:   
Cry out for insight and understanding. 

Translate Here:   
Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 

Translate Here:   
Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord.

Translate Here:   
You will gain knowledge of God. Praise the Lord!” 

Translate Here:   
Sometimes we think of Bible study as something only for educated people.

Translate Here:   

For people going to seminary or preparing for the ministry.

Translate Here:   
Or, something for people that are going to teach a Sunday school class, 

Translate Here:   
But, I want to assure you that this Bible study isn’t only about preparing for some sort of a vocation in Christ.

Translate Here:   
It’s about knowing how to live life.

Translate Here:   
The knowledge we need and the wisdom we need is sometimes not fully understood. 

Translate Here:   
But, this chapter of Proverbs is very direct. 

Translate Here:   
It shows us just exactly what kind of knowledge it is that we are trying to gain.

Translate Here:   
Then it says in verse 5,

Translate Here:   
“You will understand what it means to fear the Lord, 

Translate Here:   
and you will gain knowledge of God. Knowledge of God!  

Translate Here:   
In Psalm 103: it says that “He revealed His character to Moses, 

Translate Here:   
and His deeds to the people of Israel.” 

Translate Here:   
In the King James Version, it says 

Translate Here:   
“He made known his ways unto Moses 

Translate Here:   
and His acts unto the children of Israel.”

Translate Here:   
There is a difference between knowing the acts of God and the ways of God. 

Translate Here:   
There is a difference between knowing the deeds of God, 

Translate Here:   
the things that He has done, 

Translate Here:   
and knowing God Himself.

Translate Here:   
Many people know about famous people. 

Translate Here:   
They know about president Clinton. 

Translate Here:   
They know about Michael Jordan. 

Translate Here:   
They know about Michael Jackson. 

Translate Here:   
They know where they were born, 

Translate Here:   
how old they are, 

Translate Here:   
where they lived, 

Translate Here:   
how many records they made. 

Translate Here:   
They know about them. 

Translate Here:   
They know their deeds. 

Translate Here:   
They know their acts. 

Translate Here:   
But some people, 

Translate Here:   
some few people, 

Translate Here:   
have the privilege of knowing these people. 

Translate Here:   
They know their ways. 

Translate Here:   
They know their appetites. 

Translate Here:   
They know their feelings. 

Translate Here:   
They know what they are interested in.

Translate Here:   
This knowledge of God that’s referred to here in Proverbs chapter 2 

Translate Here:   
isn’t just a matter of memorizing all the names of the books of the Bible. 

Translate Here:   
It is not enough to be able to recite the 10 Commandments. 

Translate Here:   
It is not enough to be able to mention the names of all the disciples 

Translate Here:   
or the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate Here:   
It is not enough just to know about the feasts: 

Translate Here:   
the Feast of Passover, 

Translate Here:   
and Pentecost and Tabernacles. 

Translate Here:   
Jesus says in John chapter 10, 

Translate Here:   
“I’m the good Shepherd and my sheep know my voice.” 

Translate Here:   
When you know somebody, you know his or her voice. 

Translate Here:   
You recognize their voice. 

Translate Here:   
What is missing in America today?

Translate Here:   
What’s missing in the world today? 

Translate Here:   
The thing that is holding us back, 

Translate Here:   
keeping us in bondage to sin is 

Translate Here:   
we just don’t know God.

Translate Here:   
Proverbs chapter 2 tells us, 

Translate Here:   
“Cry out for wisdom, insight and understanding.” 

Translate Here:   
Cry out and then you will gain knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
Is this something worth having? 

Translate Here:   
Something you should have?  

Translate Here:   
Is this something your children should have? 

Translate Here:   
Let’s find out. 

Translate Here:   
Let’s look at Hosea. 

Translate Here:   
Hosea is just what we would call one of the minor prophets, 

Translate Here:   
but he had a major revelation. 

Translate Here:   
He understood what made things work correctly 

Translate Here:   
And he understood what made things go wrong.  

Translate Here:   
Listen. It’s so clear.  

Translate Here:   
In Hosea chapter 4, verse 1, he says,

Translate Here:   
“Here the word of the Lord, O people of Israel. 

Translate Here:   
The Lord has filed a lawsuit against you.”

Translate Here:   
Hosea is saying that God has got a problem with you people. 

Translate Here:   
He is going to court against you. 

Translate Here:   
The Lord has filed a lawsuit against you saying, 

Translate Here:   
“There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no knowledge of God in your land. 

Translate Here:   
Mind you here, he points to the lack of faithfulness, kindness, and knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:   
“You curse and lie and kill and steal and commit adultery. 

Translate Here:   
There is violence everywhere with one murder after another. 

Translate Here:   
That is why your land is not producing.  

Translate Here:   
It is filled with sadness, 

Translate Here:   
and all living things are becoming sick and dying, 

Translate Here:   
even the animals, birds and fish have begun to disappear.”

Spanish:  
Why is it the environmentalists are so concerned in our countries today?  

Translate Here:   
Because of the dying fish and birds. 

Translate Here:   
They think it is caused because there are not enough laws to protect these animals.

Translate Here:   
But the real problem according to Hosea 

Translate Here:   
is that there is no knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
People have forsaken God. 

Translate Here:   
They don’t know Jesus. 

Translate Here:   
And because they don’t know Jesus, God’s got a problem with this. 

Translate Here:   
And so, he is bringing environmental disaster on us, 

Translate Here:   
because of our unwillingness to seek Him 

Translate Here:   
and search for Him as we would for a treasure in the middle of the field. 

Translate Here:   
“Even the animals and the birds and the fish have begun to disappear,” it says here in Hosea.

Translate Here:   
I told you Hosea was pretty smart.  

Translate Here:   
Listen, he says,

Translate Here:   
“Don’t point your finger at someone else and try to pass the blame.” 

Translate Here:   
Boy, we do that all the time, don’t we?  

Translate Here:   
“Look, you priests, my complaint is with you.” 

Translate Here:   
Now, Hosea is not pastor or a member of the clergy. 

Translate Here:   
He is a simple shepherd man. 

Translate Here:   
And he is pointing to the priests, the pastors, the reverends. 

Translate Here:   
And he is saying, “Look, you priests, my complaint is with you.” 

Translate Here:   
Basically, he is saying that the leadership of the congregation of Israel is responsible for not causing the people to know God.

Translate Here:   
….for this lack of the knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
And it is this lack of the knowledge of God that is creating all these problems around us.  

Translate Here:   
We have to seek Him with our whole heart. Alleluia! 

Translate Here:   
Paul was pretty clear about the need for spiritual wisdom. 

Translate Here:   
He writes in Ephesians chapter 1, in verse 15, 

Translate Here:   
“Ever since I first heard of you and your strong faith,” 

Translate Here:   
 (He is writing to the Ephesians, the church at Ephesus.) 

Translate Here:   
Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus, 

Translate Here:   
and for your love of Christians everywhere, 

Translate Here:   
I have not stopped thanking God for you.  

Translate Here:   
I pray for you constantly asking God, 

Translate Here:   
the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Translate Here:   
to give you…”

Translate Here:   
What do you think he wants them to have? 

Translate Here:   
What does Paul want his beloved to have? 

Translate Here:   
Paul has labored in this church at Ephesus. 

Translate Here:   
He has introduced them to Jesus, 

Translate Here:   
and he has a prayer that he prays on a daily basis for them.  

Translate Here:   
What is it that he wants them to have? 

Translate Here:   
Don’t be surprised.  

Translate Here:   
“I asked the Lord Jesus Christ to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding.” 

Translate Here:   
Why?  

Translate Here:   
“So that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:   
I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light.

Translate Here:   
So that you can understand the wonderful future He has promised to those He called.  

Translate Here:   
I want you to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance He has given to His people.”

Translate Here:   
There are many, many people today that have turned there back on the church. 

Translate Here:   
Basically they are saying, 

Translate Here:   
“This church isn’t offering me anything. 

Translate Here:   
I am not getting anything out of it.” 

Translate Here:   
Could it be the reason that they have turned their back on the church, 

Translate Here:   
is because the church isn’t revealing Jesus to them?  

Translate Here:   
They are not seeing the wonderful future that He has promised to those that He had called.  

Translate Here:   
They are not communicating the glorious inheritance that He has given to His people.

Translate Here:   
Paul wanted the church to grow in their knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:   
Remember Moses?  

Translate Here:   
To Moses was revealed the ways of God, 

Translate Here:   
but the children of Israel only knew about His acts.  

Translate Here:   
We need to know His ways, 

Translate Here:   
His character, 

Translate Here:   
and His personality.  

Translate Here:   
How He does things. 

Translate Here:   
How He reacts. 

Translate Here:   
What He likes. 

Translate Here:   
What He doesn’t like. 

Translate Here:   
Of course, all that information is in the word of God, 

Translate Here:   
but it’s not found only in the word of God.  

Translate Here:   
Tomorrow, I believe we will get into a real secret about knowing the ways of God. 

Translate Here:   
This is a really important issue.

Translate Here:   
But today, let’s just look and focus here on Ephesians chapter 1.

Translate Here:   
Paul says, “I pray that you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of His power 

Translate Here:   
for us who believe Him.  

Translate Here:   
Paul is praying for the church.  

Translate Here:   
He wants them to have knowledge of God, 

Translate Here:   
and he wants them to be aware of the incredible greatness of God’s power.  

Translate Here:   
This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead 

Translate Here:   
and seated Him in a place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.

Translate Here:   
If this power could take a dead body in a grave with a huge bolder outside of it 

Translate Here:   
and explode that body into life...

Translate Here:   
If this power could cause this body to burst right back into the realm of the living… 

Translate Here:   
But not just merely into the living, 

Translate Here:   
but right up into the heavenly realms 

Translate Here:   
to the place of honor at God’s right hand…

Translate Here:   
If the power that this God we are supposed to know does really exist, 

Translate Here:   
we have no need for lack. 

Translate Here:   
We have no need for fear, 

Translate Here:   
because it is available to us.

Translate Here:   
He is far above any ruler or authority or power 

Translate Here:   
or leader or anything else in the world 

Translate Here:   
or in the world to come. 

Translate Here:   
Our God has put all things under the authority of Christ.  

Translate Here:   
He gave Him this authority for the benefit of the church, 

Translate Here:   
and the church is His body.  

Translate Here:   
It is filled by Christ,

Translate Here:   
who fills everything everywhere with His presence. 

Translate Here:   
Wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
Are we going to search for it like treasure, 

Translate Here:   
like lost treasure in the middle of a field? 

Translate Here:   
I know I search for it. 

Translate Here:   
What drives a man to every day of his life to go to the word of God, 

Translate Here:   
and turn the pages and read in between the lines? 

Translate Here:   
He is hungry. 

Translate Here:   
He is hungry for knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
I want to make you hungry for knowledge of God today.  

Translate Here:   
Peter, when he wrote to the church, 

Translate Here:   
he wanted them to be hungry also.  

Translate Here:   
He wanted them to grow in the knowledge of God. 

Translate Here:   
Peter said, 

Translate Here:   
“As we know Jesus better…” 

Translate Here:   
(This is in II Peter chapter 1) 

Translate Here:   
“As we know Jesus better, 

Translate Here:   
his divine power gives us everything we need for living a Godly life. 

Translate Here:   
He has called us to receive His own glory and goodness, 

Translate Here:   
By that same mighty power, 

Translate Here:   
He has given us all His rich and wonderful promises.  

Translate Here:   
He has promised that you will escape the decadence all around you 

Translate Here:   
caused by evil desires.

Translate Here:   
You will share in His divine nature.”  

Translate Here:   
This is what comes from the knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
You can escape this crumbling society that is around us. 

Translate Here:   
You know, the crack houses (drug places), 

Translate Here:   
…the alcohol, 

Translate Here:   
…the buying of the lottery tickets, 

Translate Here:   
…the fast cars, 

Translate Here:   
…the hatred for Father and Mother can be escaped by the knowledge of God.  

Translate Here:   
I pray that you will tune again with us tomorrow.  

Translate Here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

