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008 Fear of God Part 3 - Wednesday

Translate Here:   
Well, I can’t say that I planned it this way.

Translate Here:   
But, it’s possible that we may spend the entire week looking at the subject of fear.  

Translate Here:   
You say, ‘Well, brother Steve, shouldn’t we study something positive?’  

Translate Here:   
Well, I agree that we should, but this fear is the fear of God.

Translate Here:   
Remember we’ve read in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate Here:   
that the fear of God is both the beginning of knowledge, 

Translate Here:   
and the beginning of wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
So I pray that this will be profitable, 

Translate Here:   
Today we’re looking at the subject of fear again.  

Translate Here:   
Sometimes people say that the Bible confuses them.  

Translate Here:   
Things seem to be contradictory, 

Translate Here:   
The Bible seems to contradict its self,

Translate Here:   
They don’t know what to think or believe.  

Translate Here:   
And, fear is one of those seemingly contradictory subjects. 

Translate Here:   
 In Second Timothy, for instance, it tells us:

Translate Here:   
“God has not given us the spirit of fear, 

Translate Here:   
but of love, power, and a sound mind.  

Translate Here:   

God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear.  

Translate Here:   
And yet, the book of Proverbs says that the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge.

Translate Here:   
That’s found in Proverbs chapter one, verse seven.  

Translate Here:   
It also tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
That’s Proverbs chapter nine, verse ten. 

Translate Here:   
And yet, in Second Timothy, it says 

Translate Here:   
“God has not given us a spirit of fear.”  

Translate Here:   
And similarly, in First John 4:18

Translate Here:   
 “There is no fear in love.” 

Translate Here:   
 “But perfect love casts out fear, because fear hath torment.” 

Translate Here:   
 He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  

Translate Here:   
We’ve looked at, earlier this week, that there is more than one kind of wisdom: 

Translate Here:   
There is a Godly wisdom, and there is a human wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
We’ve seen that there’s more than one kind of knowledge: 

Translate Here:   
There is the knowledge of God, knowing God himself, 

Translate Here:   
There is the knowledge that most of us are quite familiar with, 

Translate Here:   
the knowledge of the things of this world.  

Translate Here:   
We shouldn’t be surprised that there are two kinds of fear? 

Translate Here:   
 Actually, there are more than two kinds of fear. 

Translate Here:   
The fear that we’re supposed to have is the fear of the Lord.  

Translate Here:   
The other kind of fear that we’re not supposed to have brings torment.  

Translate Here:   
It tells us that there is no fear in love, because fear hath torment.  

Translate Here:   
So we see the difference between two kinds of fear. 

Translate Here:   
 I’d like to focus on the fact that fear is a spirit.  

Translate Here:   
There is a spirit of fear.  

Translate Here:   
If you recall from last week we also said that there is a spirit of wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  

Translate Here:   
See, all of these truths that we’re speaking about are actually spiritual truths.  

Translate Here:   
We’re trying to use spiritual words to understand spiritual things.  

Translate Here:   
So there is, in fact, a spirit of fear. 

Translate Here:   
I know that most of us have experienced that spirit of fear at times.  

Translate Here:   
I recall one particular time when I was dearly interested in helping a brother in deep difficulty.  

Translate Here:   
He, he had followed the Lord for a period of time. 

Translate Here:   
Then financial troubles came.

Translate Here:   
And other difficulties came.

Translate Here:   
He began doing crack-cocaine.

Translate Here:   
He was unfaithful to his wife.  

Translate Here:   
He was hurting his children. 

Translate Here:   
His money was being spent frivolously,

Translate Here:   
 I found myself staying in his house for a few days, trying to talk to him about Jesus. 

Translate Here:   
While I was there he actually became violent, 

Translate Here:   
and threatened to beat up a police officer.  

Translate Here:   
We couldn’t restrain him by prayer.

Translate Here:   
We had to restrain him some way.

Translate Here:   
Because he was in such bad straights, we actually had him arrested.  

Translate Here:   
Actually, we had him taken into custody for psychiatric evaluation.  

Translate Here:   
In the process of doing that, 

Translate Here:   
I realized that I was in great physical danger.

Translate Here:   
A spirit of fear came on me while I was attempting to get a psychiatric evaluation for this man.  

Translate Here:   
He was a big man, and he was a strong man. 

Translate Here:   
He was physically dangerous, and the drugs that he was involved in were making him even more dangerous.  

Translate Here:   
That kind of fear that I am referring to comes to us in a spiritual form.

Translate Here:   
 There is actually a spirit of fear. 

Translate Here:   
 Yesterday, we talked about the spirit of anger.  

Translate Here:   
 There’s a spirit of jealousy.  

Translate Here:   
There are all manner of spirits that are just floating around, 

Translate Here:   
They are looking for a place to express themselves, in you, or through you.  

Translate Here:   
But there is a spirit of wisdom. 

Translate Here:   
It comes to us through Jesus Christ as we bow before the throne of grace; 

Translate Here:   
As we yield ourselves to Him; 

Translate Here:   
As we talk to Him, 

Translate Here:   
And cast all our cares upon Him, 

Translate Here:   
And tell Him about all our troubles; 

Translate Here:   
And tell Him that we’re relying on Him to be our helper and to be our supplier of our needs.  

Translate Here:   
Then He comes in with the spirit of faith

Translate Here:   
and he replaces that spirit of fear.  

Translate Here:   
It’s a wonderful thing!  

Translate Here:   
It’s an absolutely wonderful thing!  

Translate Here:   
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  

Translate Here:   
In First John 4:18 it says, 

Translate Here:   
“There is no fear in love.  

Translate Here:   
But perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath torment.  

Translate Here:   
He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  

Translate Here:   
Finding ourselves in the arms of Jesus, 

Translate Here:   
wrapped up in the presence of God, 

Translate Here:   
we can know the absence on fear. 

Translate Here:   
 This, of course, relates to our study in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate Here:   
Because we’ve learned already that those who’ve gained wisdom will be able to live in peace and in safety, unafraid.  

Translate Here:   
Praise the Lord!  That’s wonderful news.  

Translate Here:   
But I believe that there is something missing in the church today.

Translate Here:   
 It’s like that reference yesterday to the ten-ton truck coming through the stop-light.  

Translate Here:   
We need a ten-ton God to come through our stoplight, 

Translate Here:   
so that we can be in awe regarding him.  

Translate Here:   
That’s exactly what happened in Acts chapter five, 

Translate Here:   
In the book of Acts, a man named Annanias and his wife Sephirah lied to the Holy Ghost.   

Translate Here:   
They were in Jerusalem during the Feast of Pentecost 

Translate Here:   
They were staying there because the Holy Spirit had come. 
Translate Here:   
Many were enjoying the presence of Jesus.  

Translate Here:   
Nobody wanted to go home, yet they needed to eat.  

Translate Here:   
So the brothers and sisters that lived in the city began selling their land and their goods 

Translate Here:   
And they gave the money to the apostles 

Translate Here:   
to be distributed to those that were hungry;

Translate Here:   
But Annanias and Sephirah were looking for something other than just feeding people,

Translate Here:   
They were looking for some sort of recognition: 

Translate Here:   
They wanted to be seen as big givers.  

Translate Here:   
So they sold their land, and when they gave the money to the church, 

Translate Here:   
they only gave a part of it.  

Translate Here:   
Peter, by the Holy Spirit, saw the iniquity that was in his heart, and he spoke to Annanias. 

Translate Here:   

When Peter asked him why he lied, he fell down and died.

Translate Here:   
 And later his wife came in; 

Translate Here:   
She fell down and died also!  

Translate Here:   
This is New Testament Bible!   

Translate Here:   
This is church activity!  

Translate Here:   
This is what was going on in the church. 
Translate Here:   
It says that about three hours later, his wife came, not knowing what had happened 

Translate Here:   
Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price that you and Annanias got for the land?”

Translate Here:   
Yes, she said, that is the price.  

Translate Here:   
She lied!  

Translate Here:   
Right there,  in front of Peter and in front of the Holy Ghost!

Translate Here:   
You know, we have people lying in our churches today.

Translate Here:   
Peter said to her, how could you agree to test the Spirit of God?  

Translate Here:   
Look, the feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door. 
Translate Here:   
 They will carry you out also. 

Translate Here:   
 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. 

Translate Here:   
Then the young men came in, and finding her dead, buried her beside her husband.  

Translate Here:   
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about it.  

Translate Here:   
See, the fear of God came upon them. 
Translate Here:   
They recognized the great danger if they lied to the Holy Ghost.  

Translate Here:   
You and I need that phobia.

Translate Here:   
We need that fear.

Translate Here:   
We need to be afraid of lying to the Holy Ghost, 

Translate Here:   
because of the potential consequences associated with it.  

Translate Here:   
Psalms says the fear of the Lord is clean.

Translate Here:   
As Godly fear comes to us, the church will grow. 

Translate Here:   
 In Acts chapter nine, it says, 

Translate Here:   
“The believers were walking in the fear of the Lord 

Translate Here:   
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit 

Translate Here:   
And the church grew in strength and numbers.” 

Translate Here:   
If the fear of the Lord is present, the church will grow.  

Translate Here:   
In Second Corinthians chapter five verse eleven, Paul writes,

Translate Here:   
 “It because we know this solemn fear of the Lord 

Translate Here:   
that we work so hard to persuade others.  

Translate Here:   
God knows we are sincere, and I hope you know this too.  

Translate Here:   
Are we trying to pat ourselves on the back again?  No. 

Translate Here:   
 We are not giving you a reason to be proud of us, 

Translate Here:   
so you can answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than having a sincere heart before God.  

Translate Here:   
If it seems that we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God.  

Translate Here:   
And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit.”  

Translate Here:   
Paul was establishing that his interest in growing the church wasn’t so that he would have a great ministry, 

Translate Here:   
Or so that he could be seen as a big man in God. 

Translate Here:   
 No, he knew the need of the people to know Jesus. 

Translate Here:   
He wanted them to know Jesus.  

Translate Here:   
And so, because of his sound fear of the Lord, he worked on that behalf.  

Translate Here:   
Yes, the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.  

Translate Here:   
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
He is not giving us that other kind of fear, a spirit of fear.

Translate Here:   
 But he’s given us a spirit of knowledge and wisdom.  

Translate Here:   
And I want you to have it too.  

Translate Here:   
 I pray that as we continue with this study that you will get some Godly fear.  

Translate Here:   
I will look forward to talking to you tomorrow.  

Translate Here:      
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate Here:      
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate Here:      
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate Here:         http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the World Wide Web at http://www.radioencounter.com

