015 Honor Him With Your Wealth Part 2 – Friday
Page 21 of 21

015 Honor Him With Your Wealth Part 2 - Friday

Translate here:         
Yesterday we looked at Proverbs Chapter 3 verse 9, 

Translate here:         
“Honor the Lord with your wealth 

Translate here:         
and with the best part of everything your land produces,”  

Translate here:         
I thought that today we’ll look at it again, 

Translate here:         
We will talk about our honoring God with our wealth, 

Translate here:         
and then we will go on to something new in the book of Proverbs.

Translate here:         
but it’s clear to me that we can’t quite leave this subject yet, 

Translate here:         
because this whole process of honoring God with our wealth, 

Translate here:         
I think, is misunderstood in many ways.

Translate here:         
There are new and useful things that we can learn about honoring God with our wealth.

Translate here:         
Proverbs chapter 3 verse 9:

Translate here:         
“Honor the Lord with your wealth 

Translate here:         
and with the best part of everything your land produces. 

Translate here:         
Then he will fill your barns with grain 

Translate here:         
and your vats will overflow with the finest wine.” 

Translate here:         
Hey, that’s a pretty good promise right there.

Translate here:         
He’s saying that he wants to richly bless us. 

Translate here:         
He wants to give to us in a remarkable way. 

Translate here:         
So we are looking at this subject, 

Translate here:         
How we give in order to fulfill these promises. 
Translate here:         
We’re in II Corinthians chapter 9, 

Translate here:         
and we looked at the fact that we don’t give reluctantly 

Translate here:         
or in response to pressure. 

Translate here:         
If someone is pressuring you for your money in the name of Jesus, 

Translate here:         
they are not walking in the Spirit.
Translate here:         
What kind of form does that pressure take? 

Translate here:         
Well, they usually say, “You are going to miss your blessing!”  

Translate here:         
Yes, you WILL miss your blessing if you give into pressure, 

Translate here:         
because God loves a cheerful giver 

Translate here:         
and not a fearful giver. 

Translate here:         
You don’t give out of fear. 

Translate here:         
You give out of cheer. 

Translate here:         
You give because you have received. 

Translate here:         
Freely have you received, freely give, 

Translate here:         
That is what the Lord Jesus tells us in the gospel of John. 

Translate here:         
Freely you have received, freely give. 

Translate here:         
Who do you give to?  

Translate here:         
How do you give? 

Translate here:         
In Corinthians, he has given us this example: 

Translate here:         
If a farmer plants a few seeds, 

Translate here:         
Then it says, he gets a small crop. 

Translate here:         
If he plants more seeds, he gets a larger crop.

Translate here:         
In Corinthians again, it says, 

Translate here:         
“For God is the one who gives the seed to the farmer 

Translate here:         
and then he gives him bread to eat.” 

Translate here:         
In the same way, he will give you many opportunities to do good, 

Translate here:         
and he will produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 

Translate here:         
Yes, you will be enriched 

Translate here:         
so that you can give even more generously.

Translate here:         
Paul said, “When we take your gifts to those who need them, 

Translate here:         
they will break out into thanksgiving to God.”

Translate here:         
In this particular case, Paul is collecting money 

Translate here:         
to be distributed to the saints in Jerusalem. 

Translate here:         
That is why he says when we take your money, 

Translate here:         
but I want to tell you 

Translate here:         
that giving the money to the head of the church isn’t the only way that you can give. 

Translate here:         
Godly people give generously to the poor. 

Translate here:         
I learned of another example from reading a book. 

Translate here:         
You can learn things reading a book, 

Translate here:         
but I learned of a Godly example of giving 

Translate here:         
that I think has a lot to do with this idea of how we give 

Translate here:         
and to whom we give.

Translate here:         
Back in the 1800”s, there was a dentist in the country of England.

Translate here:         
He had been a dentist all of his adult life, 

Translate here:         
and he was a successful man, making a lot of money. 

Translate here:         
He had wealth, 

Translate here:         
but he learned of God and God’s purposes,…

Translate here:         
He just got excited about Jesus. 

Translate here:         
He got radically and wonderfully saved, 
Translate here:         
There was a great yearning and burning in his heart to share the Lord 

Translate here:         
with anyone who would listen to him. 

Translate here:         
What the Lord gave him was an idea.

Translate here:         
In the 1800’s, he should go to India and preach the gospel.

Translate here:         
He was to be a missionary to India. 

Translate here:         
Well, that’s a good thing to be called to be a missionary, 

Translate here:         
but he had a small problem.  

Translate here:         
No, it wasn’t a small problem. It was a big problem. 

Translate here:         
The problem was his wife.

Translate here:         
She was not the least bit interested in going to India. 

Translate here:         
She liked being the wife of a dentist in England. 

Translate here:         
She liked living in a fine home with fine clothes.

Translate here:         
She liked going to the bridge parties, and the social gatherings. 

Translate here:         
She had social status and liked it.

Translate here:         
The Lord made it clear to this dentist that he couldn’t uproot his wife 

Translate here:         
and take off to India against her wishes. 

Translate here:         
Until she also wanted to go, they should not go.  

Translate here:         
So he said , “Lord, what will I do?” 

Translate here:         
The Lord gave him an “In your face” commandment. 

Translate here:         
The Lord talked to him. 

Translate here:         
He gave him some very specific instructions. 

Translate here:         
He said this, “I want you to give your wife a certain amount of money

Translate here:         
And ask her to donate it to charity.”

Translate here:         
That sounded like a good thing to do, 

Translate here:         
but the Lord said “There’s a rule connected with this money when she gives it away. 

Translate here:         
She can’t give it to somebody else and have them give it away. 

Translate here:         
She it going to have to give the money directly, 

Translate here:         
Directly to the person who needs it.”

Translate here:         
What an interesting concept.  

Translate here:         
Most farmers who plant seed, plant it themselves. 

Translate here:         
But there are some people who might call themselves farmers, 

Translate here:         
And they take their seed and give it to somebody else, 

Translate here:         
and tell them to put it in the ground.

Translate here:         
In a real sense, most farmers take the seed 

Translate here:         
and put it in the ground themselves.

Translate here:         
And they harvest the crop themselves. 

Translate here:         
If they are not actually planting the seed and harvesting the fruit of it, 

Translate here:         
then how do we call them farmers? 

Translate here:         
Maybe someone helped them.

Translate here:         
Maybe bankers loaned them some money.. 

Translate here:         
Bankers do that all the time. 

Translate here:         
They loan money to farmers. 

Translate here:         
Then the farmers plant the seed. 

Translate here:         
The seed goes into the ground and fruit comes out. 

Translate here:         
The banker takes of the profit of the whole thing, 

Translate here:         
But I want to stick to the illustration of a farmer. 

Translate here:         
God is explaining how a farmer sows seed in the ground  

Translate here:         
and the ground gives forth fruit.  

Translate here:         
In this case of this dentist in England in the 1800’s,  

Translate here:         
The wife was given so much money 

Translate here:         
and she had to give it directly to the people who needed it. 

Translate here:         
Well, you know what happened? 

Translate here:         
As she went out and made this a regular part of her life, 

Translate here:         
as she went to the homes of individuals 

Translate here:         
where she was carrying groceries or clothing or whatever, 

Translate here:         
she saw for the first time in her life…. 

Translate here:         
She saw firsthand how much need they really had.  

Translate here:         
See, all of her life, she had been part of a church 

Translate here:         
and she put her money into the offering plate. 

Translate here:         
The money had gone to the mission committee.  

Translate here:         
The mission committee had sent it out to somebody else 

Translate here:         
and they never knew what their money was really doing 

Translate here:         
or how badly it was truly needed. 

Translate here:         
But when she went to the poor neighborhoods, 

Translate here:         
and began actually giving it to needy people. ..

Translate here:         
she not only saw their great need, 

Translate here:         
but she saw how grateful they were. 

Translate here:         
What a blessing it was to those people who were in need! 

Translate here:         
And they looked back at her with thanksgiving in their eyes 

Translate here:         
and in their hearts, and in their mouths.  

Translate here:         
And she was strangely warmed within. 

Translate here:         
She got excited about giving. 

Translate here:         
As a matter of fact, she got so excited about giving, she said to her husband,

Translate here:         
 “Honey, why don’t we go to India and give the gospel to the poor?

Translate here:         
See, she had released in her

Translate here:         
a spirit of generosity and a spirit of giving.

Translate here:         
It changed her whole attitude, 

Translate here:         
where as she had been a selfish self-centered woman, 

Translate here:         
only interested in her social gatherings and in her bridge clubs

Translate here:         
and in her parties of various sorts,

Translate here:         
once she discovered the joy of giving directly to the people 

Translate here:         
it changed her whole heart. 

Translate here:         
Now, she wanted to become a joyful giver. 

Translate here:         
I believe that is what it’s talking about here. 

Translate here:         
In Corinthians, it says, “You will be enriched so that you can give more generously,  

Translate here:         
because once you get good at giving, 

Translate here:         
God gets better at giving you more to give. 

Translate here:         
But being good at giving doesn’t always mean giving is easy.  

Translate here:         
Sometimes you have to put the sacrificial gift in the offering,

Translate here:         
I am not saying that you have to put the sacrificial gift in the offering every time.

Translate here:         
Also I would say what about taking that money plus a little bit of your time, 

Translate here:         
and going over to the street to that person’s house, 

Translate here:         
and asking, “What is it that you really need?”

Translate here:         
Why give them a bag of flour when they have got flour, 

Translate here:         
Perhaps they really need cooking oil. 

Translate here:         
Go over there and find out. 

Translate here:         
“Yes, I have flour, but I don’t have any cooking oil.” 

Translate here:         
Then you could say, 

Translate here:         
“Okay, wait a minute. I will be right back.”

Translate here:         
And you take them the cooking oil.  

Translate here:         
Did you ever see anybody try to make pancakes without cooking oil? 

Translate here:         
They have flower, but they have no cooking oil. 

Translate here:         
You need to determine who needs what. 

Translate here:         
How do you do that? 

Translate here:         
You get in their face. Go to their home. 

Translate here:         
Find out what it is they need. Become good at giving. 

Translate here:         
Yes, you will be enriched 

Translate here:         
That happens so that you can give even more generously. 

Translate here:         
Reading out of First Corinthians again,

Translate here:         
Two good things will happen: 

Translate here:         
“The needs of others will be met, 

Translate here:         
and they will joyfully express their thanksgiving to God.

Translate here:         
You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts, 

Translate here:         
for your generosity will prove that you are obedient to the good news of Christ. 

Translate here:         
And they will pray for you with deep affection 

Translate here:         
because of the wonderful grace of God shown through you.” 

Translate here:         
When you begin to take that money, 

Translate here:         
or that gift, or that food, 

Translate here:         
or that first part of your garden…

Translate here:         
Are you willing to go?   

Translate here:         
The tomatoes just came in,..

Translate here:         
the first tomatoes in the spring…

Translate here:         
where will you take it? 

Translate here:         
To your own table or to somebody else’s table? 

Translate here:         
If you take it to somebody else’s table, 

Translate here:         
there will be somebody there praying for you.  

Translate here:         
That is what it says here in Corinthians. 

Translate here:         
It says, “If you give to others, 

Translate here:         
they are going to start praying for you.” 

Translate here:         
What if you had many people praying for you? 
Translate here:         
Very interesting idea, isn’t it? 

Translate here:         
Back to Proverbs chapter 3, 

Translate here:         
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

Translate here:         
with the best part of everything your land produces, 

Translate here:         
And then he (God) will fill your barns with grain 

Translate here:         
and your vats will overflow with the finest wine.”  

Translate here:         
It shouldn’t surprise you or me 

Translate here:         
that the man who has given on a regular basis, receives, 

Translate here:         
because the Bible says, “Freely you have received, freely give.”  

Translate here:         
There is a whole exchange that takes place here… 

Translate here:         
a flow that goes on between God to you and you to others. Praise the Lord. 

Translate here:         
I know that some of you are praying for me. 
Translate here:         
I pray for my listener’s everyday too.

Translate here:         
I hope you’ve been blessed by this study of Proverbs..  
Translate here:         
I know some you have been blessed, 

Translate here:         
because I’ve received phone calls from some of you. 

Translate here:         
Those of you who have called, have said to me,

Translate here:         
“I am praying for you, Brother Steve.”  

Translate here:         
Praise the Lord, I know that a great deal of the prosperity, 

Translate here:         
And the blessing that I experience, 

Translate here:         
Like the wonderful home, the wonderful wife, 

Translate here:         
and the income that I have, is the result of your prayers. 

Translate here:         
The Lord has allowed me to give to you. 

Translate here:         
You have prayed for me,  
Translate here:         
I am being blessed. Praise the Lord.

Translate here:         
I have men in the prison system, that pray for me. 

Translate here:         
They come to me and they say, 

Translate here:         
“I have been praying for you.” 

Translate here:         
I can testify that their prayers are being answered. 

Translate here:         
As I have been giving out freely 
Translate here:         
I have been reaping the benefit of their prayers. 

Translate here:         
Now, had I merely or only taken money 

Translate here:         
and put it in a church offering plate, 

Translate here:         
I would have broken the connection 

Translate here:         
between myself and that person that received. 

Translate here:         
That possibility of prayer would not have existed. 

Translate here:         
So, I strongly recommend, give to the church, 

Translate here:         
but plant many seeds in many fields, 

Translate here:         
and you will richly reap a bountiful harvest. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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