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025 Protect the Innocent - Friday

Translate here:   

We are still studying Proverbs. Chapter 3, verse 29. 

Translate here:   

It is amazing how rich the book of Proverbs is. 

Translate here:   

In times past I have suggested to you 

Translate here:    

that you read a chapter of Proverbs everyday. 

Translate here:   

You can look at the calendar. 

Translate here:    

If it’s the first of the month, read Proverbs chapter1. 

Translate here:   

If it’s the second of the month, read Proverbs chapter 2. 

Translate here:   

It surely gives us wisdom 

Translate here:    

and teaches us the right way to go about doing things. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look for a minute at Proverbs Chapter 3 verses 29 through 31. 

Translate here:   

It says, “Do not plot against your neighbors for they trust you. 

Translate here:   

Don’t make accusations against someone who hasn’t wronged you.” 

Translate here:   

Many times when an item is considered by the Holy Spirit to be important, 

Translate here:    

it is repeated. 

Translate here:    

This is one verse that is repeated, 

Translate here:    

this idea of  condemning the innocent. 

Translate here:   

“Don’t make accusations against someone who hasn’t wronged you.” 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 6:16 says, 

Translate here:    

“There are 6 things the Lord hates, no seven things that he detests, 

Translate here:    

haughty eyes, lying tongue, and hands that kill the innocent.” 

Translate here:   

I am reading only 3 of the 6, 

Translate here:    

God hates hands that kill the innocent. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 17:15 says the Lord despises those who acquit the guilty and condemn the innocent. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 18 it says, it is wrong for a judge to favor the guilty, or condemn the innocent. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 24 it says, “Here are some further sayings of the wise. 

Translate here:    

It’s wrong to show favoritism when passing judgment. 

Translate here:   

A judge who says to the wicked, 

Translate here:    

you are innocent will be cursed by many people 

Translate here:    

and denounced by the nations, 

Translate here:    

but blessings are showered on those who convict the guilty.”

Translate here:   

So maybe you are saying to yourself, 

Translate here:    

well what does this have to do with me? 

Translate here:   

I want to tell you that I am not your judge.  

Translate here:    

In fact, you are your own judge. 

Translate here:    

You judge things everyday of your life. 

Translate here:   
Listen to what Jesus says in Matthew chapter 7. 

Translate here:   

“Stop judging others and you will not be judged 

Translate here:    

for others will treat you as you treat them. 

Translate here:   

Whatever measure you use in judging others, 

Translate here:    

it will be used to measure how you are judged. 

Translate here:   

Why worry about a speck in your friend’s eyes, 

Translate here:    

when you have a log in your own? 

Translate here:   

How can you think of saying, 

Translate here:    

Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye, 

Translate here:    

when you can’t see past the log in your own? 

Translate here:   

Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye, 

Translate here:    

then perhaps you will be able to see well enough, 

Translate here:    

Well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eyes.” 

Translate here:   

Proverbs says, “Don’t make accusations against someone who hasn’t wronged you.” 

Translate here:   

How quick we are to rush to judgment. 

Translate here:   

How quick we are to condemn the innocent. 

Translate here:   

In spite of the warnings of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:    

We judge and condemn the innocent every day in our thoughts. 

Translate here:   

Listen to Jesus speaking again in Luke. 

Translate here:   

He is talking on the same subject in Luke, Chapter 6, verse 37. 

Translate here:   

“Stop judging others and you will not be judged. 

Translate here:   

Stop criticizing others or it will come back on you. 

Translate here:   

If you forgive others, you will be forgiven. 

Translate here:   

If you give, you will receive.” 

Translate here:   

You could say if you give criticism, you will receive criticism. 

Translate here:   

Your gift will return to you in full measure, 

Translate here:   

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more and running over. 

Translate here:   

Whatever measure you use in giving, large or small, 

Translate here:   

it will be used to measure what is given back to you. 

Translate here:   

Oh, I suspect some of you have heard that reference from Luke chapter 6: 

Translate here:   

Your gift will return unto you in full measure, 

Translate here:   

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over  

Translate here:   

How many times have I heard a pastor use that verse 

Translate here:   

when he was trying to increase the size of the offering. 

Translate here:   

Put more money in, and you are going to get more money out. 

Translate here:   

Seldom have I ever heard anybody pin down 

Translate here:   

what that verse is really talking about. 

Translate here:   

You see, the context of that verse is not about giving your money in church. 

Translate here:   

The context is about judging the innocent, 

Translate here:   

about your condemning those who didn’t do anything wrong.  

Translate here:   

If you forgive others, you will be forgiven. 

Translate here:   

If you give, you will receive. 

Translate here:   

If you give judgment, you will receive judgment. 

Translate here:   

If you give criticism, you will receive criticism. 

Translate here:   

Your criticism will return to you in full measure, 

Translate here:   

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. 

Translate here:   

If you are a critical person, 

Translate here:   

your life will be filled with those who are criticizing you. 

Translate here:   

Whatever measure you use in giving, large or small, 

Translate here:   

it will be used to measure back what is given to you. 

Translate here:   

This is a real encouragement for us to begin measuring out praise, 

Translate here:   

measuring out edification, 

Translate here:   

talking about how wonderful another person is. 

Translate here:   

As you talk about how wonderful another person is, that becomes your gift. 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to have a large bank account to acknowledge the good in someone else’s life, 

Translate here:   

and you truly are impoverished, if all you are doing with your tongue is criticizing and spreading rumors. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 3:29, “Don’t make accusations against someone who hasn’t wronged you.” 

Translate here:   

How quick are we to rush to judgment! 

Translate here:   

How quick are we to take a rumor and assume that it is true. 

Translate here:   

We could be protected if we used the wisdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:   

Listen to how Jesus handled the situation in John chapter 5 verse 30. 

Translate here:   

He says, “But I do nothing without consulting the Father. 

Translate here:   

I judge as I am told 

Translate here:   

and my judgment is absolutely just, 

Translate here:   

because it is according to the will of God who sent me. 

Translate here:   

It is NOT my own.” 

Translate here:   

We have been talking this week about the difference between spiritual wisdom and human wisdom. 

Translate here:   

Human wisdom judges after appearances. 

Translate here:   

If it looks like a bad situation to me, I judge it. I criticize it. 

Translate here:   

I spread a rumor about it. 

Translate here:   

But Jesus said, “I don’t do anything without consulting the Father.” 

Translate here:   

I want to know how God thinks about this person.  

Translate here:   

How does the Lord feel about this person? 

Translate here:   

Jesus said, “I judge as I am told and my judgment is absolutely just, 

Translate here:   

because it is according to the will of God who sent me. 

Translate here:   

It is not merely my own judgment.”


Translate here:   

You see, Jesus himself said, I don’t use human wisdom.

Translate here:   

I use spiritual wisdom.”

Translate here:   

Many people think when the Bible says, “Judge not,” 

Translate here:   

that means you are not supposed to judge. 

Translate here:   

Well, they didn’t read the whole scripture. 

Translate here:   

It says do not judge unrighteous judgment.  

Translate here:   

We are forced to judge every day of our life. 

Translate here:   

We make all sorts of judgments, 

Translate here:   

The man who does not make judgments is an unwise man, 

Translate here:   

but the judgments we make should not be our own. 

Translate here:   

We need to listen to God. 

Translate here:   

What does God say about this? 

Translate here:   
The book of Proverbs says, “We are to protect the innocent.” 

Translate here:   

Really, this verse looks forward to what was going to happen to Jesus. 

Translate here:   

Remember what happened to Judas?   

Translate here:   

In Matthew 27 it says, “When Judas had betrayed him,  

Translate here:

Judas then realized that his actions had condemned Jesus to die.

Translate here:   

He was filled with remorse. 

Translate here:   

So he took the 30 pieces of silver back to the Jewish priests and leaders 

Translate here:   

and said, “I have sinned, for I have betrayed an innocent man.” 

Translate here:   

Judas knew by Proverbs 3:29 and 30, 

Translate here:   

that he had made an accusation against somebody who hadn’t wronged him, 

Translate here:   

and he knew that he had sinned. 

Translate here:   

“I have betrayed an innocent man.” 

Translate here:   

What did they say? 

Translate here:   

“Well, what do we care? That is your problem!” 

Translate here:   

Then Judas threw the money onto the floor of the temple 

Translate here:   

and he went out and he hanged himself. 

Translate here:   

It is a horrible thing to condemn the innocent. 

Translate here:   

He is not the only one who did it. 

Translate here:   

The scribes and the Pharisees also did it.  

Translate here:   

Again in Matthew 27, “Just then as Pilot was sitting on the judgment seat, 

Translate here:   

his wife sent him this message. 

Translate here:   

Leave that innocent man alone, 

Translate here:   

because I had a terrible nightmare about him last night.” 

Translate here:   

But of course, we know that they didn’t leave him alone.  

Translate here:   

The leading priests and the other leaders persuaded the crowds 

Translate here:   

to ask for Barrabus to be released, and for Jesus to be put to death. 

Translate here:   

If the children of Israel had read Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

about making an accusation against someone who hadn’t wronged them, 

Translate here:   

they could not have been drawn into that mob. 

Translate here:   

They couldn’t have been used to be a part of mob justice. 

Translate here:   

Mob justice is always conducted by human reasoning. 

Translate here:   

Reading again in Luke, “By this time it was noon 

Translate here:   

and darkness fell across the whole land until 3 o’clock.. 

Translate here:   

The light from the sun was gone, 

Translate here:   

and suddenly the thick veil hanging in the temple torn apart.”

Translate here:   

Then Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands,” 

Translate here:   

and with those words, he breathed his last. 

Translate here:   

When the captain of the Roman soldiers, handling the executions saw what had happened, 

Translate here:   

he praised God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.” 

Translate here:   

And when the crowd who came to see the crucifixion, saw all that happened, 

Translate here:   

they went home in deep sorrow. 

Translate here:   

They had condemned the innocent. 

Translate here:   

It was too late when Judas found out what he had done. 

Translate here:   

It was too late when the crowd went home in sorrow, 

Translate here:   

They realized that they had in fact, condemned the innocent. 

Translate here:   

Let’s not you and I be judging with human wisdom, 

Translate here:   

by appearances, by passing rumors and thus condemn the innocent.  

Translate here:   

Do you know the heart of another man? 

Translate here:   

Well, maybe you do. 

Translate here:   

God can reveal to you what is going on in a situation. 

Translate here:   

Do you want to use God’s wisdom or human wisdom? 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah reminds me of a lot of preachers. 

Translate here:   

Many preachers are condemned unjustly. 

Translate here:   

Here is how Jeremiah felt about it. 

Translate here:   

“Oh, Lord, you persuaded me, and I allowed myself to be persuaded. 

Translate here:   

You are stronger than I am. You overpowered me. 

Translate here:   

Now everyone in the city mocks me. 

Translate here:   

Whenever I speak, the words come out in a violent outburst. 

Translate here:   

Violence and destruction, I shout. 

Translate here:   

So these messages from the Lord have made me a household joke, 

Translate here:   

If I say I will never mention the Lord, or speak in his name, 

Translate here:   

his words burn in my heart like a fire. 

Translate here:   

It’s like a fire in my bones. I am weary of this. 

Translate here:   

I have heard the many rumors about me. 

Translate here:   

They call me the man who lives in terror. 

Translate here:   

If he says anything, we will report it. 

Translate here:   

Even my old friends are watching me, waiting for a fatal slip. 

Translate here:   

He will trap himself, they say. 

Translate here:   

And then we will get our revenge for him.” 

Translate here:   

There are a whole people out there, 

Translate here:   

A whole congregation is waiting to trap the preacher, to condemn the innocent. 

Translate here:   

He has got the word of God burning like a fire inside of him, 

Translate here:   

and they don’t want to hear it. 

Translate here:   

They wait for a chance to make an accusation against him. 

Translate here:   

Don’t envy violent people. Don’t copy their ways. 

Translate here:   

This isn’t always true, of course.

Translate here:   

But many Christian workers get unjustly condemned.

Translate here:   

If we suffer persecution of this kind for Christ’s sake,

Translate here:   

We are told in Matthew Chapter 5 that great will be our reward in heaven.

Translate here:   

We need to have patience when condemned and don’t shout back. 

Translate here:   

Let God defend you. Alleluia!

Translate here:   

He will do a marvelous job beyond our imagination. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

