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029 Gleam of Dawn - Thursday

Translate here:   

 We praise the Lord for this opportunity to look closely at God’s word. 

Translate here:   

We are studying the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:     

We are seeing how the writer of Proverbs saw into the future, 

Translate here:     

He saw into the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:   

Today we are in Proverbs Chapter 4, looking at verses 18 through 20. 

Translate here:   

I’ll want to read verse 20 first.  

Translate here:   

It says, “Pay attention, my child, to what I say. 

Translate here:     

Listen carefully.” 

Translate here:   

Well, we re going to listen carefully to the subject 

Translate here:     

that is contained in verses 18 and 19. 

Translate here:   

Verse 18 talks about light 

Translate here:     

and verse 19 talks about darkness. 

Translate here:   

Today we are going to talk about light 

Translate here:     

and tomorrow we are going to talk about darkness. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look at what the writer of Proverbs says.

Translate here:     

Listen as I read Proverbs chapter 4 verse 18.  

Translate here:   

“The way of righteousness is like the first gleam of dawn 

Translate here:     

which shines ever brighter until the full light of day. 

Translate here:   

But the way of the wicked is like complete darkness. 

Translate here:   

Those who follow it have no idea what they are stumbling over.” 

Translate here:   

I’ve been blessed with a home on top of a hill that faces the east. 

Translate here:   

On a daily basis, when the weather permits it, 

Translate here:     

I have the opportunity to see that first gleam of dawn, 

Translate here:     

that shines when the sun rises in the morning.    

Translate here:   

It’s an exciting thing. 

Translate here:     

The darkness disappears and the light comes forth  

Translate here:   

Many times brilliant colors streak across the sky. 

Translate here:   

But there is always that sense of anticipation, 

Translate here:     

That special moment, 

Translate here:     

when the rim of the sun breaks forth over the horizon. 

Translate here:   

It’s a wonderful thing. 

Translate here:   

The writer of Proverbs says, 

Translate here:     

“The way of righteousness is like the first gleam of dawn 

Translate here:     

which shines ever brighter until the full light of day.”  

Translate here:   

I think Peter must have been a student of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:     

because when he writes about the same thing.

Translate here:   

In II Peter chapter 1, he says 

Translate here:   

“We have the word of the prophets made more certain, 

Translate here:   

and you do well to pay attention to it, 

Translate here:   

as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 

Translate here:   

and the morning star rises in your hearts.”  

Translate here:   

Peter was talking about the day dawning.  

Translate here:   

He was talking about the word of God. 

Translate here:   

He was saying the word is like light. 

Translate here:   

And then he referred to something he called the morning star.  

Translate here:   

And, we know that the morning star is Jesus. 

Translate here:   

How do we know that the morning star is Jesus?  

Translate here:   

Because the writer of John reveals it to us. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look at the subject of light and Jesus; 

Translate here:    

John chapter 1 says, 

Translate here:   

“In the beginning was the word 

Translate here:   

and the word was with God and the work was God. 

Translate here:   

The same was in the beginning with God.  

Translate here:   

All things were made by him, 

Translate here:   

and without him was not anything made that was made.”  

Translate here:   

Now we have already established this concept in our study of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:   

We looked at how “by wisdom he formed the foundations of the earth.” 

Translate here:   

But the next statement is very, very significant; 

Translate here:   

in verse 4 of John chapter 1, referring to Jesus, it says,

Translate here:   

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

Translate here:   

And the light shineth in darkness 

Translate here:   

and the darkness comprehended it not.” 

Translate here:   

Jesus is life. Jesus is that light, which shines in a dark place. 

Translate here:   

Men, apart from the spirit of God can’t comprehend it. 

Translate here:   

They can’t see it. 

Translate here:   

The writer of Proverbs says, 

Translate here:   

“The way of righteousness is like the first gleam of dawn, 

Translate here:   

which shines ever brighter until the full light of day.”  

Translate here:   

I want you to understand that this scripture is not only talking about Jesus. 

Translate here:   

It is talking about you and me.  

Translate here:   

It is talking about our destiny and purpose. 

Translate here:   

Why did he redeem us?  

Translate here:   

Why did he bring us into the family of God? 

Translate here:   

It is so that we could be light.  

Translate here:   

Well, what does it mean to be light?  

Translate here:   

Let’s look in Matthew chapter 5 verses 13-16. 

Translate here:   

He also says we are salt. 

Translate here:   

“You are the salt of the earth, 

Translate here:   

but what good is salt, if it has lost its flavor?  

Translate here:   

Can you make it useful again?” 

Translate here: 

The answer, of course, is “no”.

Translate here:   

“It will be thrown out and trampled under foot as worthless.”  

Translate here:   

Then he makes this remarkable statement,

Translate here:   

It tells us clearly who we are.  

Translate here:   

“You are the light of the world.” 

Translate here:   

That is you and I. We are the light of the world.  

Translate here:   

Jesus is the daystar, the morning star. 

Translate here:   

We, the righteous, are like the gleam of dawn in a dark world.  

Translate here:   

You are the light of the world, 

Translate here:   

like a city on a mountain, 

Translate here:   

glowing in the night for all to see.  

Translate here:   

Don’t hide your light under a basket.  

Translate here:   

Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all.

Translate here:   

What is this metaphor about light, gleams of dawn and day star? 
Translate here:   

Clearly the word “light” in the scriptures refers to understanding and revelation.  

Translate here:   

Isn’t that interesting? 

Translate here:   

All along we have been looking at the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

It says, “Get wisdom, get knowledge, get understanding.” 

Translate here:   

And then it says, “The way of the righteous is like a light gleaming at the break of dawn.”  

Translate here:   

The righteous have understanding regarding God.  

Translate here:   

We have understanding regarding Jesus, 

Translate here:   

and we are told not to put a bushel over our head 

Translate here:   

but to share our understanding with others.  

Translate here:   

This means that we are supposed to be teachers. 

Translate here:   

Do you realize that every one of us is a teacher? 

Translate here:   

That we are teaching every day of our life, 

Translate here:   

whether we think about it or not? 

Translate here:   

If you are a carnal Christian, 

Translate here:   

if you are a Christian who only attends to church on Sunday, 

Translate here:   

or only thinks about Jesus before a meal, 

Translate here:   

you are teaching, whether you realize it.  

Translate here:   

You are teaching your children how to be a carnal Christian. 

Translate here:   

If you are a Christian who prays, 

Translate here:   

who acknowledges God in everything that you do, 

Translate here:   

you are also teacher. 

Translate here:   

You are teaching all those around you 

Translate here:   

how to acknowledge God 

Translate here:   

and how to lean on God, not on your own understanding, 

Translate here:   

and to allow him to direct your path. 

Translate here:   

Now the question here is not whether you are going to be a teacher. 

Translate here:   

The question is are you going to be a profitable teacher? 

Translate here:   

or an unprofitable teacher? 

Translate here:   

Are you going to be a good teacher or a bad teacher? 

Translate here:   

You are already a teacher. 

Translate here:   

Your children are already learning from you. 

Translate here:   

Your husband is already learning from you. 

Translate here:   

Your spouse, your brother, your friends are already learning from you. 

Translate here:   

But what is it they are learning? 

Translate here:   

Are they learning about God? 

Translate here:   

Are they learning about Jesus?   

Translate here:   

Matthew 6 says that your eye is the lamp of your body.  

Translate here:   

If you look into somebody’s eyes, 

Translate here:   

you can tell where their heart is. 

Translate here:   

You can tell where their thoughts are.  

Translate here:   

He says, “A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul. 

Translate here:   

An evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.  

Translate here:   

If the light you think you have is really darkness, 

Translate here:   

how deep that darkness will be!  

Translate here:   

No one can serve two masters 

Translate here:   

for you will hate one and love the other, 

Translate here:   

or be devoted to one and despise the other. 

Translate here:   

You can not serve both God and money.“ 

Translate here:   

Tomorrow we will be talking more about darkness. 

Translate here:   

But let’s go back to being an example or a teacher, 

Translate here:   

because one of the darkest parts of many Christian’s lives 

Translate here:   

is their wrong attitude toward money, toward prosperity.

Translate here:   

They trick themselves.  

Translate here:   

They think that their light is light, 

Translate here:   

when really their light is darkness. 

Translate here:   

The scripture says, “If you think you have light, but it really is darkness, 

Translate here:   

then that darkness is extremely deep.” 

Translate here:   

You and I though are called to let our light shine, 

Translate here:   

to let our knowledge of God come forth.  

Translate here:   

Now I want to make it clear here. 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to teach anything that you don’t understand. 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to explain anything that you can’t comprehend. 

Translate here:   

All you are asked to give away is what you have.  

Translate here:   

Yes, you are asked to give it away.  

Translate here:   

You are told not to let your light be hid under a bushel basket, 

Translate here:   

but to let your light shine for all men to see.  

Translate here:   

That means we have got to relax a little bit 

Translate here:   

and let Jesus be Jesus, let God be God. 

Translate here:   

If you enjoy him in your prayer closet, 

Translate here:   

if you enjoy him in the church service, 

Translate here:   

if you enjoy him among close friends, 

Translate here:   

well go ahead and enjoy him where ever else you are.  

Translate here:   

Be free in Jesus.  

Translate here:   

Let the Lord come forth from your life wherever you are. 

Translate here:   

What kind of language do you use? How do you talk?  

Translate here:   

Let your words reflect Christ that’s within you where ever you are.

Translate here:   

John the Baptist was called to be a light. 

Translate here:   

His father prophesied over him and said, 

Translate here:   

“You my little son will be called a prophet of the most high, 

Translate here:   

because you prepare the way for the Lord.” 

Translate here:   

Now that was what John the Baptist had spoken over him before he was born, 

Translate here:   

but it applies to us also.  

Translate here:   

We are called to do the same thing.  

Translate here:   

John’s father said to him, 

Translate here:   

“You will tell people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins.” 

Translate here:   

We should be telling people about how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins. 

Translate here:   

“There are a people who sat in darkness under shadow of death” 

Translate here:   

We have been given permission to guide them into the path of peace, 

Translate here:   

to let the light of heaven break forth from us. . 

Translate here:   

You see, this is the way of the righteous.

Translate here:   

It says in Proverbs.  “The way of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn 

Translate here:   

which shines ever brighter until the full light of day.” 

Translate here:   

One of the things that frustrates us in letting our light shine 

Translate here:   

is that sometimes we get rejected.  

Translate here:   

The scripture lets us know that is going to happen. 

Translate here:   

There are some real sincere reasons 

Translate here:   

why people aren’t able to receive the Gospel. 

Translate here:   

That does not mean we are not supposed to be sharing it. 

Translate here:   

It simply means that they are not ready yet. 

Translate here:   

But you may have planted a seed for the future.

Translate here:   

In 2 Corinthians it tells us, 

Translate here:   

“If the good news we preach is veiled or hidden from anybody, 

Translate here:   

it is a sign that they are perishing.” 

Translate here:   

If they can’t hear what you are saying about Jesus, 

Translate here:   

that is revealing to you that they truly are dying 

Translate here:   

and they truly need to hear the story of Jesus. 

Translate here:   

It also tells us that Satan is the god of this evil world 

Translate here:   

and he has blinded the minds of those that don’t believe, 

Translate here:   

so that they are unable to see the glorious light of the good news.  

Translate here:   

When we walk around as light bearers, 

Translate here:   

and share a word or make a statement, 

Translate here:   

To let somebody know about forgiveness of sins, 

Translate here:   

When those words out and hit a stone wall, 

Translate here:   

all that’s telling us is that that person is perishing, 

Translate here:   

and that Satan has blinded their eyes, 

Translate here:   

so that they unable to see the glorious light of the gospel.  

Translate here:   

We don’t battle against flesh and blood, 

Translate here:   

but against principalities and powers in high places.  

Translate here:   

We can speak against Satan in their life. 

Translate here:   

We know why they are rejecting our message. 

Translate here:   

They don’t understand the message, when we preach about the glory of Christ, 

Translate here:   

because Satan has blinded their eyes. 

Translate here:   

We will have more on this tomorrow. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

