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030 Wicked Darkness - Friday

Translate here:   

Yesterday we looked at a wonderful truth: 

Translate here:   

“The path of the just is as the shining light 

Translate here:   

that shines more and more unto the perfect day.” 

Translate here:   

We saw how this light is Jesus; 

Translate here:   

He is the Daystar that is rising in our heart. 

Translate here:   

We saw that this light is revelation, understanding, and knowledge of God. 

Translate here:   

All along this writer of Proverbs has said, 

Translate here:   

“Get wisdom, get understanding, and get knowledge. 

Translate here:   

The knowledge that we have been called to know, is the knowledge of Jesus, 

Translate here:   

that we would know Jesus better and better and better.

Translate here:   

We were told clearly that we are to be the light of the world, 

Translate here:   

and that we weren’t to put a bushel basket over our heads, 

Translate here:   

but that we were to allow this light to shine forth. 

Translate here:   

We are the light of the world. 

Translate here:   

That’s a wonderful truth.  

Translate here:   

I want to emphasize again this fact: 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to share anything that you don’t already own. 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to give away something that isn’t yours. 

Translate here:   

Whatever you have in Jesus, 

Translate here:   

whatever your testimony is, 

Translate here:   

whatever the story of the Lord’s involvement of your life is, 

Translate here:   

that’s what you are called to give away. 

Translate here:   

You are not called to give away Brother Steve’s teaching 

Translate here:   

or pastor so-and-so’s teaching. 

Translate here:   

You are called to give away what you have. 

Translate here:   

Do not hide what you have. 

Translate here:   

If you have been healed, 

Translate here:   

Tell others how you were healed. 

Translate here:    

If you have been forgiven, 

Translate here:   

if you have had that gnawing guilt erased 

Translate here:   

because you understand that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins, 

Translate here:   

let others know that there is freedom from guilt. 

Translate here:   

There’s forgiveness from sin available in Jesus Christ.  

Translate here:   

As I mentioned yesterday, you are teaching every day of your life. 

Translate here:   

The question is, are you teaching what Christ desires for you to teach, 

Translate here:   

or are you hiding your light under a bushel basket. 

Translate here:   

The path of light, the path of the righteous is a shining light, 

Translate here:   

that shines more and more unto the perfect day.  

Translate here:   

But by contrast, the way of the wicked is as darkness. 

Translate here:   

They do not know at what they stumble.  

Translate here:   

This dark path of the wicked comes from this one fact:

Translate here:   

they are not acknowledging Jesus. 

Translate here:   

They are not allowing Jesus to be Lord. 

Translate here:   

And why are many in that predicament? 

Translate here:   

Well, in the gospel of John, he says, 

Translate here:   

“They refused to come to the light, because they loved the darkness.” 

Translate here:   

They loved the sin that they perform in the darkness more than light. 

Translate here:   

It is that simple.  People have been tricked. 

Translate here:   

You see, as Proverbs tells us, 

Translate here:   

sin gives pleasure for a season.

Translate here:   

So many people have experienced the pleasure of sin, 

Translate here:   

the seasonal pleasure of sin… they love sin. 

Translate here:    

If they only knew the eternal cost of sin. 

Translate here:   

If they only knew the eternal pleasure of righteousness. 

Translate here:   

But they don’t know. 

Translate here:   

They need someone to tell them. 

Translate here:   

They need someone to take the bushel basket off their head and say, 

Translate here:   

“Hey, no matter how good that sin that you are doing feels, 

Translate here:   

there is something better, 

Translate here:   

and that is a relationship with Jesus Christ.” 

Translate here:   

The way of the wicked is as darkness. 

Translate here:   

They don’t even know at what they stumble. 

Translate here:   

Now we are making connections between the book of Proverbs and the gospels, 

Translate here:   

so it’s appropriate for us to go to Matthew. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look in Matthew, chapter 4 verse 12.

Translate here:   

“Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee.

Translate here:   

And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelled in Capernaum,

Translate here:   

which is upon the sea coast in the borders of Zebulon and Nephtali, saying

Translate here:   

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet ”

Translate here:   

Here is what I want to get to. 

Translate here:   

This is referring to a specific place that Jesus visited. 

Translate here:   

It says, “The people which sat in darkness saw great light. 

Translate here:   

And to them, which sat in the region in the shadow of death, 

Translate here:   

light is sprung up. 

Translate here:   

From the time Jesus began to preach and to say, 

Translate here:   

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

Translate here:   

What this is telling us is 

Translate here:   

Jesus walked into a community where there was no knowledge of God. 

Translate here:   

He began saying repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Translate here:   

The knowledge of God began to break forth in that community, 

Translate here:   

and a people that sat in great darkness, saw a great light. 

Translate here:   

I have had the blessing of participating in something very much like that. 

Translate here:   

In our local neighborhood, there is a prison facility. 

Translate here:   

It is called Blanch Prison and it was built in the 1950’s.

Translate here:   

Blanch Prison is a literal dungeon. 

Translate here:   

It is like the dungeons of medieval times 500 years ago.

Translate here:   

The prisoners are locked up in single cells 24 hours a day, cut off from all society. 

Translate here:   

Many people in our community work as correctional officers or guards, 

Translate here:   

and they can testify to the darkness that is in that place. 

Translate here:   

Well, for a number of years the Lord gave me a wonderful privilege,

Translate here:   

the privilege of being a light bearer in that place. 

Translate here:   

I can tell you, that I have walked into deep darkness. 

Translate here:   

As I would praise the Lord, as I would declare the Lord, 

Translate here:   

as I would minister the true of God’s word, 

Translate here:   

the whole atmosphere in the room would change. 

Translate here:   

It would change from one of men screaming, 

Translate here:   

hurling insults and throwing things at each other, 

Translate here:   

to one where men would many times be weeping 

Translate here:   

and broken before the presence of the Lord, 

Translate here:   

because into their darkness, light had come. 

Translate here:   

I even had one man say to me one time, 

Translate here:   

“Look, I know when you come in here 

Translate here:   

you can’t talk to everybody individually that’s in here, 

Translate here:   

but when you come in, you bring us hope.” 

Translate here:   

He said you are like a light when you walk down the cellblocks,

Translate here:   

and you bring us hope. 

Translate here:   

He said, “We don’t have any hope.”

Translate here:   

“Please keep coming. 

Translate here:   

Keep walking down that hallway, 

Translate here:   

because you represent hope to us.”  

Translate here:   

Well, that was a privilege that I had in the prison system, 

Translate here:   

but you and I have another privilege:

Translate here:   

as we go into the marketplace, 

Translate here:   

as we go to our jobs in the factories, the stores, and the streets, 

Translate here:   

as we walk, we have the opportunity of bringing light into the darkness.  

Translate here:   

I often think about how Moses came down off the mountain. 

Translate here:   

He had been communing with God. 

Translate here:   

He’d been 40 days and 40 nights in the presence of the Lord, 

Translate here:   

and when he came off the mountain, 

Translate here:   

it said that his face shone with the glory of God. 

Translate here:   

It was so bright, that the people couldn’t stand to look at it, 

Translate here:   

and they asked him to put a veil over his face. 

Translate here:   

The light offended them. It hurt their eyes 

Translate here:   

We’ve seen brothers and sisters in Christ whose faces are shining. 

Translate here:   

They are known as shining face Christians.  

Translate here:   

That’s my hope for my self. I want to be a shiny face Christian. 

Translate here:   

I’d like it when I walk into the room, 

Translate here:   

That there would be such a joy of the Lord in my life, 

Translate here:   

that no matter how dark it is, I’d stand out from the crowd, 

Translate here:   

not because of me or who I am, 

Translate here:   

but because of who Christ is in me. 

Translate here:   

We are called to be a light in a dark place. 

Translate here:   

If you were to walk into a bar, maybe a bar and dancehall, 

Translate here:   

where the music was playing extremely loud, 

Translate here:   

and people were all revved up from drinking alcohol, 

Translate here:   

carrying on with the high energy of the pursuit of sin,

Translate here:   

and you had that light of Christ in your life, 

Translate here:   

there should be such a profound difference between you and everybody else. 

Translate here:   

Do you have that kind of light? 

Translate here:   

Maybe the light that you have is really darkness. 

Translate here:   

Maybe you are kidding yourself about whether you are really walking with Jesus.  

Translate here:   

In order for us to have that kind of light, 

Translate here:   

we have to be walking close to the Lord. 

Translate here:   

The admonition in Proverbs says, 

Translate here:   

“In all thy ways acknowledge him.” 

Translate here:   

Is your mind set on Christ? 

Translate here:   

Are you acknowledging him in all your ways? 

Translate here:   

If you are, he will direct your path, 

Translate here:   

and there will be light in your life that will shine forth. 

Translate here:   

It’ll come forth even like the shiny face of Moses when he came down off the mountain. 

Translate here:   

Darkness is absence of knowledge of God. 

Translate here:   

When we don’t have the presence of Jesus and his righteousness in our lives, 

Translate here:   

we are living in darkness, 

Translate here:   

and this darkness actually is the doom of those that reject Christ. 

Translate here:   

The book of Matthew tells us about a man who was going to have a feast, 

Translate here:   

He sent people out into the highways and the byways, 

Translate here:   

and he invited them to come in. 

Translate here:   

That is a perfect picture of Jesus inviting the world, 

Translate here:   

all who will, to be saved. 

Translate here:   

But there were those that wouldn’t come. 

Translate here:   

This is in Matthew chapter 22.

Translate here:   

Some of them said that they had just bought a cow, 

Translate here:   

and had to go take care of it, 

Translate here:   

and they all gave various excuses why they couldn’t come. 

Translate here:   

But it says when the wedding feast was ready; 

Translate here:   

The king went to meet his guests. 

Translate here:   

One that did come was in a peculiar predicament.  

Translate here:   

The king noticed a man who wasn’t wearing the proper clothes for the wedding. 

Translate here:   

In other words, this man came, but he wasn’t dressed in the righteousness of God. 

Translate here:   

He wasn’t dressed in the light of Jesus. 

Translate here:   

It was sort of like he was in church, 

Translate here:   

but he did follow the instructions he had heard. 

Translate here:   

He was attending the services, but he wasn’t born again. 

Translate here:   

He wasn’t clothed with righteousness. 

Translate here:   

He didn’t have Christ in his life.  

Translate here:   

This is a scary thought. 

Translate here:   

“Friend,” the King asked, “how is it that you are here without your wedding clothes?

Translate here:   

And the man had no reply. 

Translate here:   

In other words, he was without excuse. 

Translate here:   

He had heard that he should have repented and forsaken his sins, 

Translate here:   

and that he should have put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

Translate here:   

but he refused to do it, 

Translate here:   

because he loved sin more than he loved righteousness, 

Translate here:   

But he was coming to church anyhow. 

Translate here:   

He was coming to the wedding party anyhow. 

Translate here:   

The king who gave the feast said, 

Translate here:   

“Friend, how is it that you don’t have your wedding clothes on? 

Translate here:   

He didn’t have any reply. 

Translate here:   

And then the king said to his aids, bind him hand and foot, 

Translate here:   

and throw him into the utter darkness, 

Translate here:   

where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, 

Translate here:   

for many are called but few are chosen.” 

Translate here:   

You see, life without Christ, is life living in darkness, 

Translate here:   

 Hell is when you die without Christ. 

Translate here:   

You get cast into a place of even greater darkness….

Translate here:   

into the outer darkness, 

Translate here:   

The place where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth forever.  

Translate here:   

I pray that this not be the lot of anyone listening to me today. 

Translate here:   

Receive the light of Jesus. 

Translate here:   

Ask him to be the light of your life, 

Translate here:   

and then you go and be the light of the world.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

