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034   Straight Paths - Thursday

Translate here:     

We have already mentioned how the book of Proverbs is extremely practical 

Translate here:     

and sometimes, it is filled with high and lofty ideas.

Translate here:     

Perhaps the reason for these the high and lofty ideas 

Translate here:     

is that the Lord himself looks at some things this way. 

Translate here:     

But these high and lofty ideas are mixed with the extremely practical. 

Translate here:     

Today we will look both at a very practical AND a high and lofty idea. 

Translate here:     

Turn with me to Proverbs, Chapter 4, verse 26 and 27. 

Translate here:     

The writer of Proverbs says, 

Translate here:     

“Ponder the path of thy feet. Let all thy ways be established. 

Translate here:     

Turn not to the right hand or to the left. 

Translate here:     

Remove thy foot from evil.” 

Translate here:     

Now, that seems very straightforward. 

Translate here:     

It is talking about where we walk or put our feet. 

Translate here:     

Let’s look at it in the New International Version of the Bible. 

Translate here:     

It says, “Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm. 

Translate here:     

Do not swerve to the right or to the left. 

Translate here:     

Keep your foot from evil.” 

Translate here:     

Well, in that translation, I saw the word “ways.”  

Translate here:     

In the first translation I heard the word “paths.” 

Translate here:     

There is a path between my house and the barn. . 

Translate here:     

This other translation pointed me to a different idea. 

Translate here:     

In it, I heard the reference to our ways. 

Translate here:     

The way to the store is down Highway 58. 

Translate here:     

But the word “ways” is more than just the route directions. 

Translate here:     

It speaks of the way we do things. 

Translate here:     

We are going to expand on that in just a minute. 

Translate here:     

Let’s look at how the New Living Testament treats this verse. 

Translate here:     

It says,  “Mark out a straight path for your feet, 

Translate here:     

then stick to that path and stay safe. 

Translate here:     

Don’t get sidetracked. 

Translate here:     

Keep your feet from following evil.” 

Translate here:     

Well, that added a little something else. 

Translate here:     

It said, “Mark out a straight path.” The New International Version said, “ level path.” 

Translate here:     

Both translations say “ponder the path.” 

Translate here:     

One says a level path. 

Translate here:     

The other says a straight path. . 

Translate here:     

This explanation about different words will make sense in a few minutes. 

Translate here:     

You must listen carefully as we try to dig deeply into God’s words. 

Translate here:     

We will talk about that straight path when we go to the gospels. 

Translate here:     

Jesus quotes Isaiah when he refers to John the Baptist. 

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “Make a straight road for him.” 

Translate here:     

I will talk about that in a minute too. 

Translate here:     

We will see plainly about where our feet should go. 

Translate here:     

Every man is tempted. Every man is tempted. 

Translate here:     

It’s built into the system of life. 

Translate here:     

We have bodies that have chemistry that respond to stimuli. 

Translate here:     

When certain things happen, temptation comes. 

Translate here:     

Tomorrow when we look at Proverbs Chapter 5. 

Translate here:     

We will hear the warnings against chasing the women of the street. 

Translate here:     

At that time, we will open up the subject even further, 

Translate here:     

but the truth is that we are all tempted. 

Translate here:     

Every one of us has within us the possibility of being enticed towards sin. 

Translate here:     

But the scripture says clearly, “Take your foot off that path.”

Translate here:     

“Remove your foot from evil.”

Translate here:     

A few days ago, we spoke about fleeing evil. 

Translate here:     

We said, “Get your feet going in the opposite directions.” 

Translate here:     

It is not enough to just step off the path. 

Translate here:     

We must move in the opposite direction. 

Translate here:     

Flee evil. Take your foot off from that path. 

Translate here:     

The Apostle Paul, in Romans, Chapter 6, said, 

Translate here:     

“Don’t yield the members of your body to sin, 

Translate here:     

but rather yield them to righteousness.” 

Translate here:     

Now, those words might be a little obscure. 

Translate here:     

Let’s try to understand them.

Translate here:     

When you are going down a road, sometime you come to a fork in the road. 

Translate here:     

On the path to the right there is righteousness 

Translate here:     

and on the path to the left there is sin.

Translate here:     

Because of the way we are made, inside of us, 

Translate here:     

there is a drawing both ways, toward righteousness and toward sin. 

Translate here:     

Before you ever walk on one of those paths at the fork in the road, 

Translate here:     

you are going to make a decision or yield. 

Translate here:     

In your heart you are going to lean toward one path or the other. 

Translate here:     

The Apostle Paul says, “Don’t wait until your foot steps on that evil path.”

Translate here:     

He said, “Look, before your foot even steps on the path, don’t yield to it.” 

Translate here:     

Realize that drawing, that temptation inside of you. 

Translate here:     

Only then you will be able to accomplish what Paul suggested. 

Translate here:     

He says, “Do not let sin control the way you live. 

Translate here:     

Do not give into its lustful desires. 

Translate here:     

Do not let any part of your body become a tool of wickedness, used for sinning. 

Translate here:     

Instead, give yourselves completely to God. 

Translate here:     

Since you have been given new life, 

Translate here:     

use your whole body as a tool to do what is right for the glory of God. 

Translate here:     

Sin is no longer your master, 

Translate here:     

for you are no longer subject to the law, which enslaved you to sin. 

Translate here:     

Instead you are free by God’s grace.” 

Translate here:     

“Do not let any part of your body become a tool of wickedness.” 

Translate here:     

That’s what the writer of Proverbs was saying. 

Translate here:     

He was saying, “Remove your foot from the pathway to evil. 

Translate here:     

Is your sin the step toward the store where they sell alcoholic beverages? 

Translate here:     

You will never have to struggle with drunkenness

Translate here:     

if your foot doesn’t take that step toward that store. 

Translate here:     

You will be free from drunkenness 

Translate here:     

if you never walk toward the house where they sell shots of whiskey. 

Translate here:     

If you will simply not step in that direction, 

Translate here:     

you won’t have to fight that particular battle. 

Translate here:     

Hear this. Battles can be won before the battle begins.  

Translate here:     

You can’t wait until you are holding that glass of alcohol in your hand 

Translate here:     

to decide whether or not you are going to drink it. 

Translate here:     

Something has to be done much in advance. 

Translate here:     

Yield not to temptation when it is rising within you. 

Translate here:     

You have got to replace it with something else. 

Translate here:     

You can’t simply sit there and say, 

Translate here:     

“I am not going to do it. I am not going to do it. I am not going to do it!”  

Translate here:     

Saying that won’t stop you from doing it. 

Translate here:     

You have got to replace that desire. 

Translate here:     

You have got to replace that temptation with something else. 

Translate here:     

That’s why the scripture so marvelously tells us 

Translate here:     

to be more concerned with the needs of others than for ourselves. 

Translate here:     

I’ll suggest to you that if you have a problem with temptation, 

Translate here:      

when that aroma of sin is starting to curl up your nostril 

Translate here:     

and say, “Come and follow me.” 

Translate here:     

As soon as you sense that, 

Translate here:     

as soon as you see or feel that process occurring, here is my suggestion. 

Translate here:     

Be more concerned over the needs of others than your own. 

Translate here:     

Say to yourself, “I’m going to look for somebody that I can help. 

Translate here:     

I am going to do something for somebody.” 

Translate here:     

I know a lady in New York that picks up my Mother and takes her places. 

Translate here:     

My mother has recently gone blind and she can’t drive anymore. 

Translate here:     

I learned about this lady who keeps busy all day giving rides to people.

Translate here:     

She gives them rides to the doctor, the drugstore and the grocery. 

Translate here:     

Well, this lady and her husband have given their lives to providing rides.

Translate here:     

 As soon as one person said, “So-and-so gave me a ride,”  

Translate here:     

somebody else said, “Well I need a ride too.”  

Translate here:     

And they were in business. 

Translate here:     

People who are more concerned over the needs of others than over their own needs, 

Translate here:     

these people are going to be free from sin. 

Translate here:     

The lure and temptation of sin will be stabbed in the back, 

Translate here:     

because they are replaced with righteousness.  

Translate here:     

So the writer of Proverbs says, “Take your foot off the path.” 

Translate here:     

It tells us it is not enough to take your foot off the path. 

Translate here:     

You have got to put your foot on another path. 

Translate here:     

You have got to leave the path of unrighteousness and start walking in the path of righteousness. 

Translate here:     

You can’t leave that hole empty. 

Translate here:     

You must fill it with something. 

Translate here:     

That desire for sin, that hunger has to be filled with something. 

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “Hunger and thirst for righteousness.” 

Translate here:     

Hunger for right action, right living, right doing, 

Translate here:     

and you will replace and overcome that hunger for sin. 

Translate here:     

Up to now we have been talking about the practical side of things. 

Translate here:     

But now, let’s shift over to the high and lofty side. 

Translate here:     

Moving to the Gospels, consider about what Jesus said about John the Baptist. 

Translate here:     

“In those days John the Baptist started preaching in the Judean wilderness. 

Translate here:     

His message was turn from your sins and turn to God, 

Translate here:     

because the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

Translate here:     

Isaiah had spoken of John when he said, 

Translate here:     

“Here is a voice shouting in the wilderness 

Translate here:     

Saying, prepare a pathway for the Lord’s coming. 

Translate here:     

Make a straight road for him.” 

Translate here:     

The straight road is repeated in every gospel, Matthew Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:     

John the Baptist had a job of making a straight road, 

Translate here:     

Of preparing the way for Jesus, saying this is the way.  Walk in it. 

Translate here:     

Turn from sins,” he said, “and turn to God.” 

Translate here:     

Jesus speaks to us in Matthew, Chapter 7, verse 13. 

Translate here:     

He says, “Enter in at the straight (narrow) gate, 

Translate here:     

for wide and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 

Translate here:     

and many there be that go there in.” 

Translate here:     

You see, the pathway to sin is wide and broad. 

Translate here:     

The path to righteousness is straight and narrow. 

Translate here:     

This sounds just like what we were reading in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:     

Proverbs say, “Make out a straight path for your feet. Stick to that path and stay safe.” 

Translate here:     

Jesus says, “Straight is the gate and narrow is the way which leads unto life, 

Translate here:     

and few there be that find it.” 

Translate here:     

Now we are going to consider the high and lofty. 

Translate here:     

Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

Translate here:     

but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

Translate here:     

Jesus starts talking about removing your foot from the pathway to evil, 

Translate here:     

and then he adds something to it. 

Translate here:     

He says, “Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

Translate here:     

but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

Translate here:     

By the Holy Spirit, let me try to explain why these things are next to each other. 

Translate here:     

You see, we are considering “the way”. 

Translate here:     

There is the path that is the road to the store that sells alcohol. 

Translate here:     

But then there is another “way” of doing things that is equally destructive. 

Translate here:     

False prophets usually teach it. 

Translate here:     

I want to tell you it is being taught in our school systems in America today. 

Translate here:     

It is the idea that there are no moral rights and wrongs. 

Translate here:     

If it feels good, do it. 

Translate here:     

What’s right for you is right for you. 

Translate here:     

And what’s right for me is right for me. 

Translate here:     

I can do whatever I want to do, because it is okay. 

Translate here:     

That is a false prophecy. 

Translate here:     

That is the description of a destructive way. 

Translate here: 

A person with those beliefs has no problem deciding which way to take.

Translate here: 

He doesn’t even consider the right way.

Translate here: 

Jesus has already told us that the way to heaven is narrow. 

Translate here:     

And that few people find it. 

Translate here:     

Jesus is the only way. 

Translate here:     

One of the biggest lies of the false prophet is 

Translate here: 

 “There are many ways to get to heaven. 

Translate here:     

Hinduism, Zen Buddhism, even striving to be rich. 

Translate here:     

But Jesus said, “Narrow is the way. I am the Way.” 

Translate here:     

Jesus said, “I am the Way and the Truth and Light.” 

Translate here:     

Now that is a wonderful truth. 

Translate here:     

Remove your foot from evil and begin walking in the pathway of Jesus. 

Translate here:     

You will have life and life abundantly. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

