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036    Love Your Wife - Monday

Translate here:     

In our last session, we read the entirety of Proverbs chapter 5. 

Translate here:     

You may have been surprised at how much plain talk we found.  

Translate here:     
There was a warning about the lips of an immoral woman, 

Translate here:     
and there were some very direct instructions. 

Translate here:     
It said drink water from your own well, 

Translate here:     
and share your love only with your wife. 

Translate here:     
Why spill the water of your springs in public, having sex with just anyone? 

Translate here:     
Now, I realize that that is a modern translation 

Translate here:     
and the reference to sex doesn’t appear exactly the same way other translations. 

Translate here:     
But this is what it is talking about. 

Translate here:     
The book of Proverbs, as we have said, is both high and lofty. 

Translate here:     
It is full of practical information. 

Translate here:     
Practically speaking, sexual infidelity is condemned by the Lord. 

Translate here:     
 Here is an interesting issue. It is simply this: 

Translate here:     
As much as Proverbs chapter 5 talks about this immoral woman, 

Translate here:     
what it doesn’t say is this:

Translate here:     
there could be no immoral women unless there were immoral men.  

Translate here:     
This chapter is directed to the man, 

Translate here:     
because he is responsible for creating immoral women. 

Translate here:     
I will be talking to the men this morning, 

Translate here:     
just as Proverbs chapter 5 talks to the men. 

Translate here:     
Proverbs says, “Let your wife be a fountain of blessing for you.” 

Translate here:     
Reading from Proverbs 5 verse 18.  

Translate here:     
“Rejoice in the wife of your youth. 

Translate here:     
She is a loving doe, a graceful deer. 

Translate here:     
Let her breasts satisfy you always. 

Translate here:     
May you always be captivated by her love. 

Translate here:     
Why be captivated, my son, with an immoral woman, 

Translate here:     
or embrace the breasts of an adulterous woman? 

Translate here:     
For the Lord sees clearly what a man does.

Translate here:     
He examines every path that he takes.” 

Translate here:     
Well, we have made connections to the gospels every time from  the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:     
Today, we are going to be looking at some letters in the New Testament.

Translate here:     
regarding a man and a woman, husbands and wives. 

Translate here:     
In First Corinthians, Chapter 7, Paul is writing. 

Translate here:     
He says, “Now about the questions you asked me in your letters. 

Translate here:     
Yes, it is good to live a celibate life.” 

Translate here:     
Paul is saying, “It’s a good thing for a man to not need a sexual relationship with a woman, 

Translate here:     
but because there is so much sexual immorality, 

Translate here:     
each man should have his own wife, 

Translate here:     
and each woman should have her own husband.” 

Translate here:     
Even at that time 2000 years ago, 

Translate here:     
there was a great deal of emphasis on sexual immorality. 

Translate here:     
The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh is not a new thing. 

Translate here:     
It was happening back then, just as it is happening now. 

Translate here:     
So the Apostle Paul, even though he lived apart without a wife, 

Translate here:     
says that it is a good thing that a man has a wife 

Translate here:     
so that he can be protected from lust and immorality. 

Translate here:     
He writes in verse three of First Corinthians chapter 7. 

Translate here:     
Saying “The husband should not deprive the his wife of sexual intimacy, 

Translate here:     
which is her right as a married woman, 

Translate here:     
nor should the wife deprive her husband.” 

Translate here:     
Now doesn’t that make absolute sense? 

Translate here:     
If you want to avoid sexual immorality, 

Translate here:     
make certain that the husband and the wife meet each other’s sexual needs. 

Translate here:     
The wife gives authority over her body to her husband, 

Translate here:     
and the husband also gives authority over his body to his wife. 

Translate here:     
It’s a two-way street, each of them treating each other with respect. 

Translate here:     
In verse 5, there is a very clear statement: 

Translate here:     
“So do not deprive each other of sexual relations.” 

Translate here:     
“The only exception to this rule would be this:

Translate here:     
They would be in agreement to refrain from sexual intimacy for a limited time, 

Translate here:     
so that they can give themselves more completely to pray.” 

Translate here:     
Here is an instance where a husband and wife would refrain from sexual intimacy. 

Translate here:     
It is so that they might seek the Lord more diligently, and more carefully. 

Translate here:     
But the normal way for a married woman and a married man to relate to each other 

Translate here:     
is that they give authority over each others bodies to each other, 

Translate here:     
so that there would be no need for the man or woman to seek sexual satisfaction outside of marriage. 

Translate here:     
But even if they do take this vow to abstain from intimacy, 

Translate here:     
it says afterwards they should come together again, 

Translate here:     
that Satan wouldn’t be able to tempt them, because of lack of self-control. 

Translate here:     
Now, the Bible is being extremely clear, 

Translate here:     
extremely clear here regarding issues of sexuality 

Translate here:     
and how to avoid the immoral woman situation that is found in Proverbs chapter 5. 

Translate here:     
I’d like to explore the subject a little further though.. 

Translate here:     
I’d like to show some of the wisdom of God,

Translate here:     
Something that isn’t immediately clear in looking superficially at these verses. 

Translate here:     
We have to compare scripture to scripture 

Translate here:     
and see what the mind of the Lord is. 

Translate here:     
In Timothy, Chapter 3, Paul tells us, 

Translate here:     
“An elder must be a man whose life cannot be spoken against.” 

Translate here:     
He must be faithful to his wife. 

Translate here:     
So far, as we have looked at Proverbs, Chapter 5, 

Translate here:     
we would think of that faithfulness 

Translate here:     
as being a matter of not having sexual relationships with any other women. 

Translate here:     
He must exhibit self-control, 

Translate here:     
live wisely and have a good reputation. 

Translate here:     
Obviously a churchman, an elder, pastor, deacon wouldn’t have much of a reputation 

Translate here:     
if he were running around with other women, 

Translate here:     
if he were seeking the immoral woman. 

Translate here:     
But there is more to it, than just refraining from having relationships with another woman. 

Translate here:     
We have talked previously about the “you shall nots” and the “you shalls.” 

Translate here:     
You shall not have sexual intimacy or relationships with another woman. 

Translate here:     
An elder must be a man whose life is under control. 

Translate here:     
He only has one wife. 

Translate here:     
He pays his attention to her. 

Translate here:     
But that’s the “you shall not”. 

Translate here:     
On the “you shall” side of things, the husband has a greater commission. 

Translate here:     
Look with us in Ephesians, Chapter 5, verses 25 through 28. 

Translate here:     
“Husbands, love your wives 

Translate here:     
even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it.” 

Translate here:     
Now this is not a mere “you shall not”. 

Translate here:     
This is not merely a matter of not chasing after the immoral woman. 

Translate here:     
It is a powerful commandment here. 

Translate here:     
“Husbands, love your wives even as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it.” 

Translate here:     
Paul goes on. Listen. 

Translate here:     
“That he might sanctify it.” He is referring to sanctifying the church. 

Translate here:     
“and cleanse it by the washing with the water by the word.” 

Translate here:     
There may be some question in our minds as to what this means.

Translate here:     
“Sanctify” is a type of religious word, 

Translate here:     
“that he might sanctify it.”  

Translate here:     
And what does it mean, “…wash it by the water of the word? “

Translate here:     
This requires a little understanding. 

Translate here:     
To sanctify something, in a Biblical sense, is to set it apart for God. 

Translate here:     
Sanctification is a setting apart for God, 

Translate here:     
It means that this thing is now holy. 

Translate here:     
The purpose of this object, this person, this act, 

Translate here:     
whatever it is that is being sanctified, is to glorify God. 

Translate here:     
Husbands are here commanded to set their wives apart, 

Translate here:     
that God would be delighted in them. 

Translate here:     
We do this with the washing of the water by the word. 

Translate here:     
Husbands, one of the most powerful things,

Translate here:     
that you can do to see to it that your wife is sanctified 

Translate here:     
and to see that she is set apart for God,

Translate here:     
is to read to her the word of God. 

Translate here:     
Yes, read to her the word of God. 

Translate here:     
You don’t have to be a preacher. 

Translate here:     
You don’t have to be a teacher to read the word of God to your wife. 

Translate here:     
Have you taken time to read the word of God to your wife? 

Translate here:     
My recommendation is that it be done on a daily basis.  

Translate here:     
Now I don’t always read to my wife every day, 

Translate here:     
but we have learned in the course of our marriage the value of doing it. 

Translate here:     
Usually on a daily basis the first thing in the morning, 

Translate here:     
we make a point of sitting down and opening up the Bible,

Translate here:     
and I read to her, but also she reads to me. 

Translate here:     
She washes me by the water of the word, 

Translate here:     
and I wash her by the water of the word. 

Translate here:     
The reason we do this is because of the instructions in Ephesians 

Translate here:     
where Paul says we are to love our wives even as Christ loved the church. 

Translate here:     
Christ’s job now is to present the church to Himself as a glorious church, 

Translate here:     
not having a spot or a wrinkle or any such thing, 

Translate here:     
but that it might be holy and without blemish. 

Translate here:     
Paul goes on and says, 

Translate here:     
“So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 

Translate here:     
He that loves his wife, loves himself.” 

Translate here:     
Get the picture? Christ loves the church. 

Translate here:     
He has an intention. He has a purpose. He has a plan. 

Translate here:     
He is going to set her apart, the church. 

Translate here:     
He is going to wash her. 

Translate here:     
He is going to cleanse her. 

Translate here:     
He is going to prepare a perfect, a glorious and a beautiful bride. 

Translate here:     
Then Paul writing to the men in the church says,

Translate here:     
“And you are supposed to be doing the same thing with your wife.” 

Translate here:     
You are supposed to be making her beautiful. 

Translate here:     
That is exactly what it is saying. 

Translate here:     
Our job as a husband is not only to provide financially. 

Translate here:     
Our job is not simply to bring home the pay-check, 

Translate here:     
but our job is to make our wife beautiful. 

Translate here:     
You say to yourself, well, how can I love her when she is not very pretty? 

Translate here:     
Her attitude stinks. 

Translate here:     
That is real problem, isn’t it? 

Translate here:     
Some of us have got wives whose attitudes just plain stink. 

Translate here:     
They are rough and difficult to get along with. 

Translate here:     
They are complaining all the time. 

Translate here:     
They are critical. 

Translate here:     
They are demanding. 

Translate here:     
Yes, some of you men hear me now. 

Translate here:     
Some of you have wives that are complaining, critical and demanding. 

Translate here:     
Believe it or not, my wife has even done a few of those things. 

Translate here:     
It is built into the nature and heart of men and women to be like that. 

Translate here:     
How did they get like that? 

Translate here:     
Or better yet, how can we undo that attitude. 

Translate here:     
We can undo it by loving our wives, 

Translate here:     
and by setting them apart and washing then with the word.

Translate here:     
We will see later on in the book of Proverbs 

Translate here:     
that the tongue has the power both to build and to kill. 

Translate here:     
With our tongue, we can either edify or destroy. 

Translate here:     
I want to challenge you men today. 

Translate here:     
It is not enough merely to stay away from the immoral woman. 

Translate here:     
There is a further commandment, a higher commandment. 

Translate here:     
Love your wife. Love her with your mouth. 

Translate here:     
Say things to her that edify her and that build her up. 

Translate here:     
Speak to her about her strengths, 

Translate here:     
and be careful about mentioning her weaknesses. 

Translate here:     
Pray for her. Read to her the word of God. 

Translate here:     
Wash her with the water of the word. 

Translate here:     
Create in her a lovely being, 

Translate here:     
one that will make your life just truly wonderful. 

Translate here:     
Husbands love your wives in every way. 

Translate here:     
This is the word of the Lord.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

