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040  Put Off Thy Slumber - Friday

Translate here:  

We’re going to hear from Reverend Ant again this morning. 

Translate here:  

Reverend Ant? 

Translate here:  

You know, maybe it’s Bishop Ant. 

Translate here:  

Do you remember who we’re speaking of? 

Translate here:  

“Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider its ways and be wise. 

Translate here:  

It has no commander or overseer or ruler, 

Translate here:  

and yet it stores its provisions in summer 

Translate here:  

and gathers its food in the harvest. 

Translate here:  

How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 

Translate here:  

When will you get up from your sleep? 

Translate here:  

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 

Translate here:  

and poverty will come on you like a bandit 

Translate here:  

and scarcity like an armed man.” 

Translate here:  

That’s from Proverbs chapter 6, verses 6 through 11. 

Translate here:  

We’re looking at how the book of Proverbs speaks to us 

Translate here:  

about the things that are found in the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Translate here:  

These teachings of spiritual laziness and sleeping are found in the gospels. 

Translate here:  

We’re going to see that clearly a little later. 

Translate here:  

I want to repeat, though, that the book of Proverbs is both practical and spiritual. 

Translate here:  

It tells us that we must be about our work. 

Translate here:  

We’ve got to pay our bills. 

Translate here:  

If we have a job, we have got to arrive at work on time. 

Translate here:  

We have got to be good examples in the marketplace and in the home 

Translate here:  

and diligent in the work of the kingdom of God. 

Translate here:  

The Apostle Paul tells us that whatsoever you do in word or deed, 

Translate here:  

do it all to the glory of God. 

Translate here:  

No matter what your job is, you’re being asked to do it well, 

Translate here:  

and do it heartily as unto the Lord.  

Translate here:  

We need to know and to understand that this concept about diligence also refers to spiritual diligence…

Translate here:  

It means being about our heavenly Father’s business, 

Translate here:  

Or seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

Translate here:  

Some of you who are listening have already experienced this. 

Translate here:  

Poverty has come upon you like a bandit. 

Translate here:  

For some, scarcity is all about you. 

Translate here:  

Scarcity has just attacked you like an armed man. 

Translate here:  

There’s not enough food to eat in the cupboard. 

Translate here:  

You have a lot of explanations for that, a lot of reasons. 

Translate here:  

“Well, I don’t have a good enough education.” 

Translate here:  

“Well, things are just against me---times are hard. 

Translate here:  

Maybe there’s a lion or a bear outside the door, 

Translate here:  

and that’s why I didn’t get up this morning.” 

Translate here:  

It’s God’s intention that you prosper. 

Translate here:  

He came that you might have life 

Translate here:     

and that you might have life more abundantly. 

Translate here:  

But He also came that He might enlist you 

Translate here:     

in the great workplace of the kingdom of heaven. 

Translate here:  

You have a job description already. 

Translate here:  

You’re a servant of the Most High God. 

Translate here:  

If, perchance, you don’t have an opportunity to work in a factory 

Translate here:  

or in the marketplace today, to earn the treasures of this world, 

Translate here:  

that in no way restricts you from earning the treasures of heaven. 

Translate here:  

There’s no restriction in this job description - kingdom worker. 

Translate here:  

Even brothers and sisters in Christ who have been afflicted by disease 

Translate here:  

such that they can’t walk, or perhaps even talk, even they are not limited. 

Translate here:  

Within the spirit of a man is the opportunity to turn the heart of God by prayer. 

Translate here:  

We can be calling out, 

Translate here:  

changing the destiny of history by speaking in the name of Jesus. Hallelujah! 

Translate here:  

There’s no limit to what you can do in the kingdom 

Translate here:  

if you have a kingdom mindset, 

Translate here:  

if you have a kingdom heart. 

Translate here:  

If you have a kingdom desire, there’s opportunity.  

Translate here:  

But there is something that’s fighting us, 

Translate here:  

Something that’s holding us back. 

Translate here:  

There’s an enemy to our souls, 

Translate here:  

and today I want to look at something that I refer to as “spiritual heaviness”. 

Translate here:  

There are some spiritual situations that are so heavy, 

Translate here:  

that they cause us to fall into a sleep. 

Translate here:  

Now some of you are aware of how common it is for a person to fall asleep in church. 

Translate here:  

That is exactly what I am talking about. 

Translate here:  

When we are not stirred up in our inner man, 

Translate here:  

when we are not prayed-up, 

Translate here:  

when we are not walking in close relationship with Jesus, 

Translate here:  

then,  when we’re presented with spiritual truth, 

Translate here:  

it can cause our eyelids to close together and we go to sleep. 

Translate here:  

It’s not because we’re really physically tired. 

Translate here:  

Think about it.  The time may be Sunday morning.  

Translate here:  

And we got a good night’s rest last night.  

Translate here:

We had breakfast. 

Translate here:  

We relaxed before going to the church service, 

Translate here:  

but when we got inside and sat down, 

Translate here:  

and all of a sudden we couldn’t stay awake. 

Translate here:  

The spirit of the Lord is saying something 

Translate here:  

and our personal response to it, is to fall asleep. 

Translate here:  

This happen in the Bible, too. Look in Mark chapter 14. 

Translate here:  

Jesus was getting ready to be arrested and taken to the cross. 

Translate here:  

He was in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Translate here:  

He said, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. 

Translate here:  

Stay here and watch with me.” 

Translate here:  

He’s giving instructions to His disciples as He’s about to pray. 

Translate here:  

He went a little further and he fell face down on the ground 

Translate here:  

and He prayed that if it were possible 

Translate here:  

that the awful hour approaching Him might pass Him by. 

Translate here:  

He said,  “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. 

Translate here:  

Please take this cup of suffering from me, 

Translate here:  

yet I want your will, not mine.” 

Translate here:  

Can you say that today, 

Translate here:  

that you want the will of the Father and not your will? 

Translate here:  

“Then He returned and He found the disciples asleep. 

Translate here:  

‘Simon,’ He said to Peter, ‘Are you asleep? 

Translate here:  

Couldn’t you stay awake and watch with me even one hour? 

Translate here:  

Keep alert and pray, 

Translate here:  

otherwise temptation will overpower you. 

Translate here:  

For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak.” 

Translate here:  

Now that’s the clue that I wanted to get to today. 

Translate here:  

The reason you fell asleep Sunday morning when the preacher was preaching 

Translate here:  

was that the flesh was weak. 

Translate here:  

The body is weak. 

Translate here:  

The natural man can’t fight the spiritual battle. 

Translate here:  

And when the natural man confronts the spiritual battle, 

Translate here:  

it’s so big and there’s so little that he can do about it. 

Translate here:  

He retreats into slumber 

Translate here:  

and he falls back and he starts to sleep. 

Translate here:  

That’s exactly where many of us are when we wake up in the morning. 

Translate here:  

We look out, we see the evil in the world, 

Translate here:  

we see the pain in the world, 

Translate here:  

we see dysfunctional families around us, 

Translate here:  

or we see war, or criminal activity, 

Translate here:  

and we say it is just too big.  

Translate here:  

I can’t do anything about it. 

Translate here:  

So we fall back into spiritual slumber, and we sleep. 

Translate here:  

Yes, it is true. 

Translate here:  

We can’t do anything about it in our natural man. 

Translate here:  

By our power and our ability, there is nothing we can do. 

Translate here:  

We need to be walking in the Spirit. 

Translate here:  

We need to have a preceding word from God. 

Translate here:  

We need to hear from the voice of our heavenly Father.  

Translate here:  

We need to hear from the heart of the Holy Spirit 

Translate here:     

what God would have us do.  

Translate here:  

We need to be given directions from on high 

Translate here:  

so that we can walk in spiritual power. 

Translate here:  

“It is not by might.  It is not by power 

Translate here:  

but by my spirit says the Lord of Hosts.”  

Translate here:  

So we are stirred up in our spirit.  

Translate here:  

When, our spirit comes alive, 

Translate here:     

we can take on any enemy, anywhere. 

Translate here:  

 There is no battle too big.  

Translate here:  

There is no enemy too strong, 

Translate here:  

but we are subject to this sleepiness. 

Translate here:  

We see it again in Luke 

Translate here:  

when Jesus went up to the Mountain of Transfiguration.  

Translate here:  

He took Peter, James and John up on the mountain to pray. 

Translate here:  

As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, 

Translate here:  

and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  

Translate here:  

Two men Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious splendor talking with Jesus.  

Translate here:  

They spoke about his departure, 

Translate here:     

which he was about to happen to fulfillment in Jerusalem.  

Translate here:  

They were talking about Jesus getting ready to die on the cross.  

Translate here:  

Verse 32 says, “Peter and his companions were very sleepy, 

Translate here:  

but when they became fully awake, 

Translate here:  

they saw God’s glory and the two men standing by him.” 

Translate here:  

This description of the things that were happening proves the point 

Translate here:  

that their sleepiness was not the result of their situation.  

Translate here:  

They were up on top of this mountain.  

Translate here:  

Here was Jesus shimmering 

Translate here:     

like he has been bleached in a bleach that is stronger than Clorox.  

Translate here:  

Here came Moses and Elijah, Old Testament men of God,

Translate here:  

that they had heard about all of their lives. 

Translate here:  

This is the biggest event in the history of their lives, 

Translate here:  

and yet they fall into a spiritual slumber.  

Translate here:  

They were very, very sleepy, 

Translate here:  

because the situation was so intense in their natural man, in their flesh, 

Translate here:     

that they couldn’t deal with it.  

Translate here:  

It was too big.  

Translate here:  

There may some of you who can’t deal with what I am saying today 

Translate here:  

and already your mind has started to wander. 

Translate here:  

You are looking at the clock and saying to yourself 

Translate here:  

there are only 5 more minutes on A Proverb A Day, 

Translate here:  

and then I can start doing the things I have planned for today. 

Translate here:  

Wake up! Wake up! Wake up, O Israel.  

Translate here:  

Put off your slumber, and the true shall set you free, 

Translate here:  

for out of Zion comes our Deliverer.  

Translate here:  

Wake up.  

Translate here:  

Romans chapter 13, “Do this, understanding the present time. 

Translate here:  

The hour has come for you to awake from your slumber, 

Translate here:  

because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

Translate here:  

We are getting close, brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Translate here:  

The end of the age is very close at hand.  

Translate here:  

All the prophecy of the scripture points toward the winding up of the ages.  

Translate here:  

God is going to roll up the heavens as a scroll. 

Translate here:  

Jesus says, the stars from heaven are going to fall.  

Translate here:  

The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber 

Translate here:  

because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

Translate here:  

The night is nearly over.  

Translate here:  

I am reading from Romans chapter 13, verse 12. 

Translate here:  

The day is almost here, 

Translate here:  

so let us put aside the deeds of darkness

Translate here:  

and put on the armor of light.  

Translate here:  

Let us behave decently as in the daytime, 

Translate here:  

not in orgies and drunkenness, 

Translate here:  

not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

Translate here:  

not in dissention and jealousy.   

Translate here:  

Rather clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:  

 Do not think about how to gratify the desire of the sinful nature. 

Translate here:  
All of this is found in Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate here:  

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:  

Learn from their ways and be wise.  

Translate here:  

Even though they have no prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:  

they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter.  

Translate here:  

Remember what Jesus said in John chapter 4?  

Translate here:  

He said, “Look about. The fields are white for harvests. 

Translate here:  

Pray therefore for labors, workers to go into the harvest field.  

Translate here:  

Decide today to have a spiritual mind set, 

Translate here:  

to put off your slumber, 

Translate here:  

to wake up O Israel, and to be about the business of the kingdom.  

Translate here:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

