049 Rebuke the Wise _ Thursday
Page 18 of 18.


049 Rebuke the Wise _ Thursday

Translate here:  

Today we will discuss a subject that is often misunderstood and seldom talked about. 

Translate here:  

One of the great advantages of doing a verse-by-verse study,

Translate here:  

is that you get to cover many parts of the Bible. 

Translate here:  

We don’t skip around from popular idea to popular idea. 

Translate here:  

We try to deal with everything, 

Translate here:  

the whole counsel of the Word of God. 

Translate here:  

Today we will be discussing the idea of rebuking one another. 

Translate here:  

When was the last time you heard someone speak about rebuking a friend? 

Translate here:  

What do you know about rebuking a brother or sister in Christ? 

Translate here:  

Sometimes a person in Christ sees or knows of a believer who has a serious problem.

Translate here:  

And they don’t know what they should do.

Translate here:  

And they may talk to somebody else about it.

Translate here:  

Is this the right thing to do?

Translate here:  

The Bible teaches us what to do about rebuking in a very clear fashion. 

Translate here:  

We are brought to the concept or this subject by our study in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:  

If you listen to A Proverb A Day regularly, 

Translate here:  

you know what we do with each verse. 

Translate here:  

We try to see how the writer of the book of Proverbs anticipated the gospels. 

Translate here:  

We want to see how the Holy Spirit inspired the writer of the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:  

We can see this clearly in the teachings of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Translate here:  

They echo the things that are said in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:  

If you have a Bible, turn with me now to Proverbs chapter 9, verses 7 through 11. 

Translate here:  

It says, “Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get a angry reply. 

Translate here:  

Anyone who rebukes the wicked will get hurt, 

Translate here:  

so don’t bother rebuking mockers. 

Translate here:  

They will only hate you, 

Translate here:  

but the wise when rebuked will love you all the more. 

Translate here:  

Teach the wise and they will be wiser. 

Translate here:  

Teach the righteous and they will learn more.” 

Translate here:  

It goes on to say that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 

Translate here:  

and knowledge of the Holy One results in understanding. 

Translate here:  

Wisdom will multiply your days and add years to your life.” 

Translate here:  

Well, we have discussed several times the knowledge of the Holy One. 

Translate here:  

We have talked about the wisdom of the spirit of God and the wisdom of man. 

Translate here:  

We have talked about knowledge of earthly things 

Translate here:  

We have talked about knowledge of heavenly things. 

Translate here:  

Here it is saying that knowledge of the Holy One results in understanding. 

Translate here:  

I really love verse 11. 

Translate here:  

It says wisdom will multiply your days and add years to your life. 

Translate here:  

I saw a study in the newspaper not long ago. 

Translate here:  

It said that Christians lived longer and were healthier than non-Christians. 

Translate here:  

It has been scientifically proven that people of faith live longer. 

Translate here:  

They have more fulfilled lives, particularly in the twilight years of their lives. 

Translate here:  

Faith is healthy. Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

God adds years to your life. 

Translate here:  

But how can we get some of this wisdom that we are supposed to have? 

Translate here:  

Sometimes we may get it with a rebuke. 

Translate here:  

Sometimes we need to be chastened or corrected, 

Translate here:  

so the writer of Proverbs talks about rebuking, chastening or correcting. 

Translate here:  

He makes a very clear statement. 

Translate here:  

He says, “Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get an angry reply.” 

Translate here:  

In another place in the book of Proverbs he says rebuke not a fool. 

Translate here:  

He says don’t do it. 

Translate here:  

In another place he says answer a fool according to his folly. 

Translate here:  

If a person is not yearning for righteousness, 

Translate here:  

If their sights are not set on heaven, 

Translate here:  

If they are not truly interested in growing and learning, 

Translate here:  

your rebuke can become the same as yanking a dog’s ear. 

Translate here:  

You will get growled at. 

Translate here:  

You may get bitten. 

Translate here:  

Proverbs says anyone who rebukes the wicked will get hurt. 

Translate here:  

Some of us have been wasting our time rebuking the wicked. 

Translate here:  

The writer of Proverbs says that you will only hurt yourself, 

Translate here:  

so don’t bother rebuking mockers. 

Translate here:  

They will only hate you. 

Translate here:  

But the wise, when rebuked, will love you all the more. 

Translate here:  

This is very interesting, because if they are wise, 

Translate here:  

why do they need to be rebuked? 

Translate here:  

The answer is that we are all growing. 

Translate here:  

We are not where we are going to be. 

Translate here:  

Even though we may have a spirit of wisdom given to us by the Holy Ghost, 

Translate here:  

there are still areas of blindness in our lives. 

Translate here:  

Every one of us has areas of blindness in our lives. 

Translate here:  

The most loving thing that a brother or sister in Christ can do for each other 

Translate here:  

is to help others deal with those areas of blindness. 

Translate here:  

Yes, even to rebuke them and correct them. 

Translate here:  

Wise people love being rebuked 

Translate here:  

because they know that they are going to learn something from it. 

Translate here:  

They have the fear of the Lord. 

Translate here:  

Remember, the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. Alleluia. 

Translate here:  

Let’s look at what Jesus had to say in Luke chapter 17 verse 3. 

Translate here:  

He says, “I am warning you.” 

Translate here:  

“I am warning you,” Jesus says. 

Translate here:  

“If another believer sins, rebuke him. 

Translate here:  

Then if he repents, forgive him. 

Translate here:  

Even if he wrongs you 7 times a day, 

Translate here:  

and each time turns again and asks for forgiveness, forgive him.” 

Translate here:  

Now how can a believer sin? 

Translate here:  

It is basically a matter of our not being fully redeemed yet.

Translate here:  

We have not fully worked out our salvation. 

Translate here:  

We are being called to be changed in our minds. 

Translate here:  

We are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

Translate here:  

If your personality is the same today as it was 15 years ago, 

Translate here:  

then you are not allowing the Holy Spirit to have control over your life. 

Translate here:  

The whole process of being a Christian involves being changed. 

Translate here:  

It involves being conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:  

Since none of us are perfect, 

Translate here:  

and each of us has areas of spiritual blindness,

Translate here:  

we ought to continue seeking a better understanding of God each day.

Translate here:  

We have places where the Holy Spirit hasn’t dealt us with yet. 

Translate here:  

We have limitations! 

Translate here:  

I know of an individual who has an anointed ministry, 

Translate here:  

but he does not have an anointed life. 

Translate here:  

This person understands the Word of God and can speak the Word of God, 

Translate here:  

but on a personal level, he plainly lacks love and the ability to relate.  

Translate here:  

This problem is not uncommon. 

Translate here:  

That person needs to be corrected. 

Translate here:  

He needs to be rebuked. 

Translate here:  

The scripture says, “You hypocrite, you talk about loving one another,

Translate here:  

but do you yourself love others?” 

Translate here:  

If this person is wise he will hear that rebuke, 

Translate here:  

and will grow from having someone who loves him enough to show him his error. 

Translate here:  

Jesus says, “I am warning you. 

Translate here:  

If another believer sins, rebuke him 

Translate here:  

and if he repents, forgive him.” 

Translate here:  

That is in Luke chapter 17. 

Translate here:  

In Matthew chapter 18, Jesus speaks again saying

Translate here:  

“If your brother trespasses against you, 

Translate here:  

go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. 

Translate here:  

If he hears you, you have gained a brother, 

Translate here:  

but if he doesn’t hear you, then take with you one or more (believers) 

Translate here:  

that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, every word may be established.” 

Translate here:  

This is one of the crying needs in the church today. 

Translate here:  

the need for people to work out the problems the scriptural way. 

Translate here:  

We trespass against one another. 

Translate here:  

We hurt one another’s feelings. 

Translate here:  

You have likely hurt someone’s feelings and didn’t know it. 

Translate here:  

You probably didn’t do it on purpose or intentionally. 

Translate here:  

Now, that person has a responsibility to come to you and say. 

Translate here:  

“Listen, you hurt me. You trespassed against me. 

Translate here:  

You took something away from me.

Translate here:  

You said something that hurt me.” 

Translate here:  

The scripture clearly tells us what to do.

Translate here:  

“If somebody sins, rebuke him or her.” 

Translate here:  

If somebody trespasses against you, 

Translate here:  

go to him or her and get this thing worked out. 

Translate here:  

What is the alternative? 

Translate here:  

The alternative is to allow a root of bitterness to spring forth in your life. 

Translate here:  

The Apostle James says to not allow a root of bitterness to exist in your life 

Translate here:  

because it will take root and it will defile many. 

Translate here:  

Your failure to not deal with hurt by someone, 

Translate here:  

Or your failure not to rebuke someone who has sinned against you, 

Translate here:  

The consequences can only result in bitterness. 

Translate here:  

and that bitterness in your heart can become anger, 

Translate here:  

and we know that anger is sin. 

Translate here:  

The way Jesus recommends that we deal with it is by using a rebuke. 

Translate here:  

We challenge. 

Translate here:  

We go to some one and we say. You were wrong. 

Translate here:  

You hurt me. I want you to apologize. 

Translate here:  

You can ask for an apology. 

Translate here:  

You can say, “Will you please apologize for what you did?”

Translate here:  

Or you can say, “Will you ask for forgiveness?” 

Translate here:  

This is a clear teaching of the scriptures. 

Translate here:  

It says when the wise are rebuked, they will love you all the more. 

Translate here:  

Sometimes you are afraid to go to somebody and rebuke them 

Translate here:  

because you believe that this will make matters worse. 

Translate here:  

But I would hold that in Christ, many of the hurts we inflict are unintentional. 

Translate here:  

A good Christian person should readily apologize.

Translate here:  

For instance, the person who did not call you when you were sick 

Translate here:  

or did not come by to see you when you were in need. 

Translate here:  

You felt hurt by that. 

Translate here:  

You felt that was a lack of love on their part. 

Translate here:  

They didn’t seem to care and they didn’t visit you. 

Translate here:  

They should have come, but they failed you. 

Translate here:  

It is okay to go to them and say, “You hurt me.” 

Translate here:  

That is the instruction we are finding here in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:  

“But the wise when rebuked will love you all the more. 

Translate here:  

Teach the wise and they will be wiser.” 

Translate here:  

This brings us to an interesting question. 

Translate here:  

We have been told that you cannot judge me 

Translate here:  

and I can not judge you. 

Translate here:  

Judge not because you will be judged, as it says in the Bible. 

Translate here:  

Yes, the scripture does say that, 

Translate here:  

but listen to what it says in II Timothy. 

Translate here:  

“I solemnly urge you before God and before Christ Jesus 

Translate here:  

who will someday judge the living and the dead when he appears to set up his kingdom, 

Translate here:  

preach the word of God. 

Translate here:  

Be persistent whether the time is favorable or not. 

Translate here:  

Patiently correct, rebuke and encourage your people with good teaching.” 

Translate here:  

This is found in II Timothy chapter 4 verse 2. 

Translate here:  

Again I’ll repeat that. 

Translate here:  

“Preach the word of God. 

Translate here:  

Be persistent whether the time is favorable or not. 

Translate here:  

Patiently correct, rebuke and encourage your people with good teaching, 

Translate here:  

for the time will come when people will not longer listen to right teaching. 

Translate here:  

They will follow their own desires 

Translate here:  

and look for teachers who will tell them whatever they want to hear. 

Translate here:  

They will reject truth and follow strange myths, 

Translate here:  

but you should keep a clear mind in every situation.” 

Translate here:  

This supports Proverbs what Proverbs says:

Translate here:  

“Rebuke a wise man” 

Translate here:  

and Jesus who says, “Rebuke the one who trespasses against you.” 

Translate here:  

Paul writes to Timothy and says, 

Translate here:  

“Patiently correct, rebuke and encourage your people with good teaching.” 

Translate here:  

The key word is ‘patiently’. 

Translate here:  

Do it in love.

Translate here:  

If you follow this teaching, both you and others will grow in wisdom. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

