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050 The Foolish Woman - Friday

Translate here:   
We have been studying the book of Proverbs for 11 weeks. 

Translate here:   

We have now reached Proverbs chapter 9. 

Translate here:   

I think it is only fair, considering what I am going to teach today, 

Translate here:   

that I explain something to you. 

Translate here:   

When I read out of the book of Proverbs or out of the gospels, 

Translate here:   

I read from more than one translation. 

Translate here:   

The translations that I normally read from are the King James Version of the Bible, 

Translate here:   

the New International Version of the Bible, 

Translate here:   

the New Living Testament 

Translate here:   

and the American Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

Translate here:   

I don’t always tell you which version that I am reading from, 

Translate here:   

because I don’t expect many of you are scrambling for your Bible.

Translate here:   

Some of you may not own a Bible.

Translate here:   

Some of you may be traveling and not have your Bible with you.

Translate here:   

Some of you may be listening to this program from another country in another language,

Translate here:   

And your Bible is written in another language. 

Translate here:   

But the chapters and verses should be the same, no matter what language you have. 

Translate here:   

For you who don’t speak English, 

Translate here:   

the fact that I am using different translations is really not very important.

Translate here:   

You may still want to jot down the chapter and verse to read and consider later.

Translate here:   

You may want to go back and check out what I have been teaching.

Translate here:   

You not longer have to wonder why it reads a little differently in your Bible. 

Translate here:   

There is a simple explanation for it. 

Translate here:   

I am using more than one English translation of the Bible.

Translate here:   

or your Bible is written in language other than English.

Translate here:   

There is a reason that I am mentioning this today. 

Translate here:   

A certain translation can have an impact on what I believe the spirit of the Lord wants to say to us today. 

Translate here:   

We are reading in Proverbs chapter 9 verses 13 through 18. 

Translate here:   

The King James Version of the Bible refers to a foolish woman. 

Translate here:   

This foolish woman is one who commits adultery or fornication. 

Translate here:   

The New Living Testament rephrases it just a little differently 

Translate here:   

and calls it the woman named “folly”. 

Translate here:   

That is the only English translation that I am aware of that re-names the woman “folly”. 

Translate here:   

It caused me to think about folly. 

Translate here:   

What is folly? 

Translate here:   

Before we are done today, we are going to see what folly is.  

Translate here:   

We are going to see about foolishness. 

Translate here:   

Now that we have had the introduction, 

Translate here:   

let’s turn to Proverbs chapter 9 verses 13 through 18 and hear what the Lord says. 

Translate here:   

“The woman named folly is loud and brash. 

Translate here:   

She is ignorant and doesn’t even know it. 

Translate here:   

She sits in her doorway in the heights overlooking the city. 

Translate here:   

She calls to men going by who are minding their own business. 

Translate here:   

Come home with me, she urges the simple. 

Translate here:   

To those without judgment, she says stolen water is refreshing. 

Translate here:   

Food eaten in secret tastes the best. 

Translate here:   

But men don’t realize that her former guests are now in the grave.” 

Translate here:   

The King James Version says, 

Translate here:   

“He knows not that the dead are there 

Translate here:   

and that her guests are in the depths of hell.” 

Translate here:   

So here we have a picture of the foolish woman.

Translate here:   

She is offering herself, 

Translate here:   

literally offering her body to the men, the passer-bys in the streets. 

Translate here:   

She is enticing them and calling out to them, 

Translate here:   

and making them promises, urging them to follow her, 

Translate here:

saying, ‘stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.’” 

Translate here:   

What I want to tell you today is that this picture in the book of Proverbs

Translate here:   

isn’t limited to the sexually immoral woman. 

Translate here:   

I think when I saw the phrase, “the woman named folly” 

Translate here:  

that the spirit opened my mind and heart to say

Translate here:   

Look, I have more to talk about here than just immoral women. 

Translate here:   

Certainly immoral women are being talked about in this particular scripture, 

Translate here:   

but there is more being talked about than only immoral women. 

Translate here:   

We are talking about the issue of “folly”. 

Translate here:   

We are talking about foolishness, actions and activities that are totally unprofitable, 

Translate here:   

but they seem to be attractive. 

Translate here:   

They have an appearance of being okay, worthwhile and even fun. 

Translate here:   

This woman is called an ignorant woman. 

Translate here:   

She is simple and she knows nothing. 

Translate here:   

The foolish woman is acting out of ignorance, it is telling us here. 

Translate here:   

We participate in folly because of our ignorance. 

Translate here:   

We simply don’t know. 

Translate here:   

We plainly don’t understand. 

Translate here:   

Well, normally we look forward into the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

Translate here:   

but today we are going to look back into the Old Testament of the Bible. 

Translate here:   

We are going to look at a situation in the life of Moses. 

Translate here:   

We will look at an action of folly, an action of foolishness on his part. 

Translate here:   

It had drastic consequences. 

Translate here:   

Moses was obviously a man of God, a great man of God, and yet he fell into folly. 

Translate here:   

He fell into foolishness. 

Translate here:   

If Moses can fall into folly, 

Translate here:   

if Moses can fall into foolishness, 

Translate here:   

then we need to guard our own hearts. 

Translate here:   

We need to be watching out for ourselves. 

Translate here:   

What big mistake are we apt to make today. 

Translate here:   

Let’s learn from Moses’ mistake. 

Translate here:   

We are reading in Numbers chapter 20. 

Translate here:   

We find the people of Israel camped in the wilderness of Zin. 

Translate here:   

They were complaining because there was not enough water to drink. 

Translate here:   

They were starting to get very angry. 

Translate here:   

They were shouting at Moses and saying you are going to kill us, 

Translate here:   

and you promised us things and didn’t give them to us, 

Translate here:   

and on and on they complained bitterly. 

Translate here:   

They were giving Moses a very hard time. 

Translate here:   

I am not going to read it all, but I am going to tell you the summary what is happening. 

Translate here:   

In verse 6, it says 

Translate here:   

“Moses and Aaron turned away and they went to the entrance of the Tabernacle

Translate here:   

They fell face downward before the Lord, 

Translate here:   

and the glory of Jehovah appeared to them. 

Translate here:   

He said to Moses,  “Get Aaron’s rod 

Translate here:   

and you and Aaron must summon the people. 

Translate here:   

As they watch, speak to that rock over there 

Translate here:   

and tell it to pour out its water. 

Translate here:   

You will give them water from a rock, 

Translate here:   

enough for all the people and their cattle.” 

Translate here:   

If you have read the story of Moses life, 

Translate here:   

you know he had seen the mighty hand of God on many occasions. 

Translate here:   

Here he is being told to get the rod of God and to speak to the rock. 

Translate here:   

What we have to understand is that Moses was evidently very frustrated. 

Translate here:   

These people had been criticizing him. 

Translate here:   

They forgot how God had drowned pharaoh’s army, through his leadership.

Translate here:   

Moses had led them out of Egypt after 400 years of slavery.  

Translate here:   

He had acted as a father to them and now they were bitterly complaining to him.  

Translate here:   

Moses is merely a man, and he does something wrong, 

Translate here:   

and unless you were thinking about it, you wouldn’t even catch it. 

Translate here:   

Listen as we read,  “So Moses did as instructed. 

Translate here:   

He took the rod from the place where it was kept before the Lord. 

Translate here:   

Then Moses and Aaron summoned the people to come and gather at the rock. 

Translate here:   

He said, Listen you rebels, must we bring you water from this rock? 

Translate here:   

Then Moses lifted the rod and struck the rock twice 

Translate here:   

and water gushed out, and the people and their cattle drank.” 

Translate here:   

Alleluia! That was a great miracle! Water from the rock! 

Translate here:   

We learn in the New Testament that Jesus was that Rock 

Translate here:   

that followed them through the wilderness and refreshed them with water. 

Translate here:   

Continuing on, “But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, because you did not believe me,

Translate here:   

because you did not sanctify me in the eyes of the people of Israel, 

Translate here:   

you shall not bring them into the land that I have promised them.” 

Translate here:   

Wow! Moses went to the rock and the water came out of it just like God said it was going to. 

Translate here:   

Then God rebukes him, saying you are not going to go into the Promised Land…

Translate here:   

because of folly. 

Translate here:   

Yes, we are studying the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

We are looking at this woman of folly, 

Translate here:   

this woman of ignorance, 

Translate here:   

It seemed like a good thing to Moses to strike that rock. 

Translate here:   

But God did not tell him to strike the rock. 

Translate here:   

God said, “Speak to the rock, and water will come forth.” 

Translate here:   

But Moses, in his frustration and his unbelief hit the rock with the rod twice. 

Translate here:   

Why was that such a big problem? 

Translate here:   

Remember he had struck the Red Sea with the rod 

Translate here:   

and the waters parted and the Israelites went through.  

Translate here:   

The problem was that he disobeyed God. 

Translate here:   

God told him to speak and he struck. 

Translate here:   

Not only did he strike the rock, 

Translate here:   

but we know from the revelation of the New Testament, that he struck Jesus, 

Translate here:   

because it says that Jesus was the Rock that followed them through the wilderness. 

Translate here:   

Moses’ action speaks of crucifying Christ afresh on the cross. 

Translate here:   

Moses, in his position of leadership and wisdom, was still a man given to folly. 

Translate here:   

The consequences were grave, 

Translate here:   

because neither he nor Aaron were allowed to go into the Promised Land. 

Translate here:   

They were not allowed to cross over the river Jordan into Canaan Land. 

Translate here:   

to eat of the grapes they hadn’t planted 

Translate here:   

nor to drink from the wells that they hadn’t dug, 

Translate here:   

nor to live in the houses that they hadn’t built. 

Translate here:   

The land of milk and honey was cut off to them because of disobedience, folly, and ignorance. 

Translate here:   

Ignorant folly called forth and said stolen waters are sweet, 

Translate here:   

and bread eaten in secret tastes very good. 

Translate here:   

Why is this story such an important teaching? 

Translate here:   

You KNOW when you are doing something obviously sinful such as adultery or fornication.  

Translate here:   

They are defiling sins. 

Translate here:   

But here is an example, in the case of Moses, where his sin wasn’t apparent. 

Translate here:   

He was trying to follow the instructions of God, but he stepped off the path. 

Translate here:   

He added to the word of God. 

Translate here:   

He did a little bit more than what was required of him. 

Translate here:   

He didn’t walk in true obedience. 

Translate here:   

This is a challenge to us today regarding the way we walk with Jesus.  

Translate here:   

We think we are doing what the Lord has told us to do, 

Translate here:   

but did we add just a little something to it? 

Translate here:   

Did we attach our own way to God’s way? 

Translate here:   

Did we let our anger or our frustration enter in and slightly change our actions?  

Translate here:   

I am not speaking to the babes in Christ this morning. 

Translate here:   

You see, Jesus clearly taught that to whom much is given, much is required. 

Translate here:   

We are talking today about responsible actions from mature Christians, 

Translate here:   

We should be careful to do exactly as God instructs us, with a good attitude. 

Translate here:   

Let’s not participate in the sin of the foolish woman. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

