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053 Making Hay – Wednesday

Translate here:   

A wise man once told me that if something is worth saying, it is worth repeating. 

Translate here:   

The writer of the book of Proverbs has repeated an important concept. 

Translate here:   

We are going to hear this concept many times as we investigate the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

We are at a place where we will be covering a Proverb a day….

Translate here:   

A Proverb a day to keep the devil away. 

Translate here:   

We are in Proverbs chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

We see there a concept echoed in many other places in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

I am going to read verses 4 and 5 again today. 

Translate here:   

We will be reading them again often in the future. 

Translate here:   

We will be coming back to this concept over and over again. 

Translate here:   

Listen in chapter 10 to verses 4 and 5. 

Translate here:   

Verse 4, “Lazy men are soon poor. Hard workers get rich.” 

Translate here:   

Verse 5, “A wise youth makes hay while the sun shines, 

Translate here:   

but what a shame to a lad who sleeps away his hour of opportunity.” 

Translate here:   

The King James Version isn’t quite as colorful. 

Translate here:   

In verse 4 it says, “He becomes poor who deals with a slack hand, 

Translate here:   

but the hand of the diligent makes rich. 

Translate here:   

He that gathers in the summer is a wise son; 

Translate here:   

he who sleeps in the harvest is a son who causes shame.” 

Translate here:   

I do like this verse from the Living Bible. 

Translate here:   

“A wise youth makes hay while the sun shines.” 

Translate here:   

Praise the Lord. 

Translate here:   

The last time we considered this subject, we were in Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate here:   

It says, “Take a lesson from the ant, you lazy bones. 

Translate here:   

Learn from her ways and be wise. 

Translate here:   

Even though they have no prince, governor or ruler to make them work, 

Translate here:   

they labor hard all summer gathering food for the winter.” 

Translate here:   

You see that this verse is echoing the same thing. 

Translate here:   

“A wise son makes hay while the sun shines.” 

Translate here:   

“But you, lazy bones, how long will you sleep? 

Translate here:   

When will you wake up? 

Translate here:   

I want you to learn this lesson. 

Translate here:   

A little extra sleep. 

Translate here:   

A little more slumber. 

Translate here:   

A little folding of the hands to rest, 

Translate here:   

and poverty will pounce upon you like a bandit. 

Translate here:   

Scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.” 

Translate here:   

The last time we visited this subject, 

Translate here:   

we made it clear that there are really 2 lessons 

Translate here:   

that are being taught in the book of Proverbs regarding laziness and hard work. 

Translate here:   

One of them is a natural lesson 

Translate here:   

and one of them is a spiritual lesson. 

Translate here:   

Naturally speaking, if you are lazy you will end up in poverty. 

Translate here:   

More importantly if you are spiritually lazy, 

Translate here:   

you will become spiritually impoverished. 

Translate here:   

We are going to cover those two concepts again today. 

Translate here:   

We are looking at some of the verses in the book of Proverbs, about laziness. 

Translate here:   

In chapter 10, verse 26, which we will get to soon, it says,

Translate here:   

“Lazy people are a pain to their employer. 

Translate here:   

They are like smoke in their eyes, 

Translate here:   

or vinegar that sets their teeth on edge.” 

Translate here:   

I have experienced this as an employer, 

Translate here:   

that having someone that is not productive is very troubling. 

Translate here:   

I felt like I had to work to earn the income to pay their wages 

Translate here:   

because their work wasn’t paying their wages. 

Translate here:   

It is a pain like vinegar that sets the teeth on edge or smoke in the eyes. 

Translate here:   

More is said about lazy people in Proverbs 13:4. 

Translate here:   

“Lazy people want much but get little, 

Translate here:   

but those who work hard will prosper and be satisfied.” 

Translate here:   

Isn’t that the truth? 

Translate here:   

Lazy people want much but they get little. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 15:19 says, “A lazy person has trouble all through life, 

Translate here:   

but the path of the upright is easy.” 

Translate here:   

We can look at that person with money in their pockets, 

Translate here:   

and we ask ourselves the question; how did that happen? 

Translate here:   

It simply doesn’t seem fair that he has things and I don’t. 

Translate here:   

Then you realize that he worked for it, 

Translate here:   

that he worked and achieved what he received. 

Translate here:   

But in Proverbs 19:24, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Some people are so lazy that they won’t even lift a finger to feed themselves.”  

Translate here:   

Unfortunately we have enforced this in our American give-away society. 

Translate here:   

When the government gives welfare or money to people who are able to work it is not wise. 

Translate here:   

All it does is cause them to be lazy. 

Translate here:   

I certainly believe in helping people who are disabled 

Translate here:   

Who are sick or handicapped and not able to help themselves. 

Translate here:   

That is at the heart of love, 

Translate here:   

to help those who can’t help themselves. 

Translate here:   

When you give money to healthy people on a regular basis, 

Translate here:   

who could work and overcome their laziness and help themselves, 

Translate here:   

all you are doing is enforcing their laziness. 

Translate here:   

Then you will find this situation spoken in Proverbs:

Translate here:   

“Some people are so lazy, they won’t even lift a finger to feed themselves.” 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs 20, it tells us, 

Translate here:   

if you are too lazy to plow in the right season, 

Translate here:   

you will have no food at harvest time. 

Translate here:   

That is certainly the truth. 

Translate here:   

I believe there is a greater diligence to work in the cold climates, 

Translate here:   

such as the northern parts of the United States, like New York, Maine, Michigan or Vermont. 

Translate here:   

Those people are not generally lazy 

Translate here:   

because they know if they don’t cut that firewood in the fall, 

Translate here:   

They will not be able to cut firewood when the temperature drops below zero, 

Translate here:   

when the snow is on the ground for several months. 

Translate here:   

I know from living in the southern states that I can go out in the middle of winter, 

Translate here:   

and I can get up enough wood to take care of myself

Translate here:   

I am not very motivated to cut the wood. 

Translate here:   

But when one lives in a harsh environment, 

Translate here:   

then he is apt to be more diligent in doing whatever he has to, to live. 

Translate here:   

But if he is too lazy to plow in the right season, he won’t have any food at the harvest. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 21:25 says, 

Translate here:   

“The desires of lazy people will be their ruin, for their hands refuse to work. 

Translate here:   

They are always greedy for more, while the godly love to give.” 

Translate here:   

Paul tells us in Ephesians, 

Translate here:   

“Work with your hands so that you will have enough left over to give to other people” 

Translate here:   

That should be our goal, 

Translate here:   

that we not only provide for the needs for our family, 

Translate here:   

but that we have something left over that we can give to others. 

Translate here:   

All along as I am reading the scriptures on laziness, 

Translate here:   

remember that there are two kinds of work. 

Translate here:   

There is the natural work, such as a job to do. 

Translate here:   

Someone likely employs you. 

Translate here:   

You pay taxes. 

Translate here:   

You go to work everyday. 

Translate here:   

That is one kind of work. 

Translate here:   

Please don’t neglect the truth that all of these scriptures also refer to spiritual laziness. 

Translate here:   

Have you hired someone to do your spiritual work for you? 

Translate here:   

Are you part of a congregation where you say I am supporting the pastor, 

Translate here:   

and he is going to pray for the sick. 

Translate here:   

He is going to lead people to Jesus. 

Translate here:   

He is going to counsel those in difficulty. 

Translate here:   

I have to go do my job at the office or at the shop or in the city 

Translate here:   

so that I can pay him to do that work. 

Translate here:   

If you have that attitude, then you are being spiritually lazy. 

Translate here:   

Everyone of us are called to be royal priests. 

Translate here:   

We are called to be ministers of the most high God. 

Translate here:   

We are to be ministering to the Lord and ministering to his people. 

Translate here:   

We should not be neglecting these duties.  

Translate here:   

We might ask ourselves, why aren’t our lives spiritually exciting? 

Translate here:   

Why am I not hearing much from God? 

Translate here:   

Why is it when I pray, I feel like I am talking to the wall? 

Translate here:   

It may be that you are spiritually lazy. 

Translate here:   

It may be that you are giving somebody else the job, 

Translate here:   

and don’t realize that you have this work to do also. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 22 says the lazy person is full of excuses. 

Translate here:   

He says if I go outside, 

Translate here:   

I might meet a lion in the street and be killed. 

Translate here:   

Or, if I pray for that sick person 

Translate here:   

they may not get healed because I am not very spiritually strong.  

Translate here:   

No, you are not spiritually strong enough, 

Translate here:   

but God has chosen the weak things of this world to confound the wise. 

Translate here:   

That is a clear teaching of the scriptures. 

Translate here:   

God isn’t dependent on your strength, 

Translate here:   

but He is dependent on your willingness. 

Translate here:   

David in the Psalms talks about being willing in the day of God’s power. 

Translate here:   

God says through David, 

Translate here:   

“My people shall be willing in the day of my power.”  

Translate here:   

Are you His people? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing? 

Translate here:   

We are not looking at how strong you are. 

Translate here:   

We are looking at how willing you are. 

Translate here:   

Are you willing to walk in the ways of God? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing to speak the words of faith? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing to fight the spiritual battle? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing to confront the powers of darkness and say, I rebuke you? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing to do that? 

Translate here:   

Are you willing? 

Translate here:   

This echoes in Proverbs 26. 

Translate here:   

It says the lazy person is full of excuses. 

Translate here:   

I can’t go outside. 

Translate here:   

There might be a lion in the road. 

Translate here:   

I am sure there is a lion out there. 

Translate here:   

Yes, I am sure that it won’t work. 

Translate here:   

That’s a lack of faith. Faithlessness! 

Translate here:   

Faithlessness makes us spiritually lazy. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs also says “As a door turns back and forth on its hinges,

Translate here:   

so the lazy person turns over in bed.” 

Translate here:   

“Some people are so lazy that they won’t even lift a finger to feed themselves.” 

Translate here:   

“Lazy people consider themselves to be wiser than seven counselors.” 

Translate here:   

Did you realize, did you realize how concerned God is with laziness? 

Translate here:   

I have been reading to you in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

There are other passages in the Bible about too much sleep:

Translate here:   

Isaiah and the gospels talk about sleep. 

Translate here:   

In Ephesians, it says to wake up out of your sleep, out of your slumber. 

Translate here:   

In Isaiah, he says, put off your slumber, put off your spiritual laziness. 

Translate here:   

Why am I doing this? 

Translate here:   

Why am I repeating these scriptures. 

Translate here:   

Because, I believe that I have a commandment from God to speak them. 

Translate here:   

In Hebrews, it says, “Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and unto good works.” 

Translate here:   

I am trying to provoke you unto love and good works.  

Translate here:   

I am saying wake up! 

Translate here:   

Don’t forget the assembling of yourselves together as the manner of some do, 

Translate here:   

but exhort one another and so much more on this day as we see the Lord coming close.” 

Translate here:   

Many times that scripture is read in an effort to get people to attend church. 

Translate here:   

It says neglect not the assembling of yourselves together. 

Translate here:   

That is a very good reason for reading that scripture. 

Translate here:   

Remind people that they must get together. 

Translate here:   

But what will they do when they gather. 

Translate here:   

That is often neglected when this verse is preached. 

Translate here:   

We are to provoke one another to love and good works. 

Translate here:   

We are to stir one another up. 

Translate here:   

We are to incite one another to love and to good works. 

Translate here:   

That is what we gather for. 

Translate here:   

Now is there any question about this work, whether it is spiritual or physical. 

Translate here:   

In John chapter 4 Jesus explains, 

Translate here:   

“My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, and finishing his work. 

Translate here:   

Do you think the harvesting will not begin until the summer ends 4 months from now? 

Translate here:   

Look around you. 

Translate here:   

Vast fields are ripening all around us and are ready now for the harvest. 

Translate here:   

The harvesters are paid good wages, 

Translate here:   

and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. 

Translate here:   

What joy awaits the planter and the harvester alike!”

Translate here:   

You know the saying:  one person plants and another harvests. 

Translate here:   

The work is spiritual. 

Translate here:   

Go work in the kingdom today. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

