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054 Showers of Blessings - Thursday

Translate here:   

The book of Proverbs tells us how to live wisely, not foolishly. 

Translate here:   

Here we are in Proverbs chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

I don’t know why I didn’t see this before, 

Translate here:   

but not only is chapter 10 a list of wise sayings, 

Translate here:   

it is also a chapter of contrasts. 

Translate here:   

There are 32 verses and at least 28 subjects talked about. 

Translate here:   

For instance: Lazy men are soon poor and hard workers get rich.  

Translate here:   

We dealt with that subject yesterday. 

Translate here:   

You see the contrast? 

Translate here:   

It talks about the lazy people and then it talks about the hard workers. 

Translate here:   

Today we are going to look at another Proverb: 

Translate here:   

“The Godly are showered with blessings, 

Translate here:   

but evil people cover up their harmful intentions.” 

Translate here:   

Do you see this contrast? 

Translate here:   

It speaks of the Godly and the evil. 

Translate here:   

In verse 6 it says, the good man is covered with blessings, 

Translate here:   

but an evil man inwardly curses his luck. 

Translate here:   

The wise man is glad to be instructed, 

Translate here:   

but a fool falls flat on his face. 

Translate here:   

That is the nature of the Proverbs in chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

They are comparing or contrasting good with evil. 

Translate here:   

In today’s age of relativism, we have been taught that there is no good or evil. 

Translate here:   

These verses strike out against that very core of modern philosophy. 

Translate here:   

Wisdom says, “Look, here is a line. 

Translate here:   

On one side of the line there is blessing, 

Translate here:   

and on the other side of the line, there is cursing.” 

Translate here:   

We are told where the blessing comes from, 

Translate here:   

and we are told where the cursing comes from.  

Translate here:   

We need to read these Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

We need to make them part of our lives. 

Translate here:   

Praise the Lord. Let’s reflect on this for a minute. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs chapter 10 verse 6: 

Translate here:   

“The godly are showered with blessings, 

Translate here:   

but evil people cover up their harmful intentions.” 

Translate here:   

The Living Bible says that the good man is covered with blessings from head to foot, 

Translate here:   

but an evil man inwardly curses his luck. 

Translate here:   

The King James Version says that blessings are upon the head of the just, 

Translate here:   

but violence covers the mouth of the wicked. 

Translate here:   

There are several ways to look at each of these verses, 

Translate here:   

but I am attracted  to the New International Version. 

Translate here:   

It says the godly are showered with blessings. 

Translate here:   

Then this is contrasted with the evil man who inwardly curses his luck. 

Translate here:   

The blessings of God! 

Translate here:   

We need to exalt the blessings of God for a minute. 

Translate here:   

Let’s look back at what Moses had to say about the blessings of God. 

Translate here:   

The key word that flows through our verses today is “showers of blessings.”  

Translate here:   

“Listen Oh heavens, and I will speak. 

Translate here:   

Oh earth, hear the words I say. 

Translate here:   

My teaching will fall on you like rain. 

Translate here:   

My speech will settle like dew. 

Translate here:   

My words will fall like rain on tender grass, 

Translate here:   

and like gentle showers on young plants. 

Translate here:   

I will proclaim the name of the Lord. 

Translate here:   

How glorious is our God!” 

Translate here:   

Moses is comparing the bringing forth of the word of God 

Translate here:   

like the shower of rain upon the dry earth. 

Translate here:   

Then he makes a wonderful statement saying, “He is a rock,” 

Translate here:   

He is referring to Jesus now. 

Translate here:   

“His work is perfect. 

Translate here:   

Everything He does is just and fair. 

Translate here:   

He is a faithful God who does no wrong. 

Translate here:   

How just and upright is He!” 

Translate here:   

Sometimes we question that. 

Translate here:   

Sometimes we say, God, how could you possibly do this? 

Translate here:   

Why is this thing happening to me or my family? 

Translate here:   

When we are brought to that place of confusion and concern, 

Translate here:   

we need to think about Moses’ revelation of God. 

Translate here:   

Moses said He is a Rock. 

Translate here:   

His work is perfect, 

Translate here:   

and everything he does is just and fair. 

Translate here:   

God is absolutely faithful and he does no wrong! 

Translate here:   

He is just.  He is upright! 

Translate here:   

If we can grasp this concept, 

Translate here:   

it is to us like gentle rain falling on dry earth. 

Translate here:   

It waters our spirit. It waters our soul. 

Translate here:   

“O earth, hear the words that I say. 

Translate here:   

My teaching will fall on you like rain.” Alleluia. 

Translate here:   

Returning to Proverbs chapter 6, 

Translate here:   

The godly are showered with blessings. Praise the Lord. 

Translate here:   

There is a hymn that we sing that says, 

Translate here:   

“There will be showers of blessings”  

Translate here:   

This phrase “showers of blessing” is also found in the book of Psalms. 

Translate here:   

Listen as I read in Psalm 65 verses 8 through 13. 

Translate here:   

This is the revelation of David. 

Translate here:   

He says, “Those who live at the ends of the earth, stand in awe of your wonders.  

Translate here:   

For wherever the sun rises to wherever the sun sets, 

Translate here:   

you inspire shouts of joy!” 

Translate here:   

Isn’t is amazing how we can look outside at the sunshine 

Translate here:   

and the rain and the dew and feel inspired? 

Translate here:   

This morning there happens to be snow on the ground, glistening white snow. 

Translate here:   

I am not used to that where I live. I live in Virginia. 

Translate here:   

We have very little snow in the winter. 

Translate here:   

When I see it, it inspires me to shout for joy at the wonder of it all. 

Translate here:   

The Psalmists says about the Lord, 

Translate here:   

 “You take care of the earth. 

Translate here:   

You water it, making it rich and fertile. 

Translate here:   

The rivers of God will not run dry. Alleluia. 

Translate here:   

Natural rivers run dry, but the spiritual rivers of God will never run dry. 

Translate here:   

They provide a bountiful harvest of grain, 

Translate here:   

for you have ordered it to be.” 

Translate here:   

Remember our verses for today are from Proverbs chapter 6. 

Translate here:   

The Godly are showered with blessings. 

Translate here:   

The Living Bible says the good man is covered with blessings from head to foot. 

Translate here:   

We are talking about an inheritance. 

Translate here:   

We have a good inheritance from God. 

Translate here:   

The blessings of God are our inheritance. 

Translate here:   

David says, “Lord, you drench the plowed ground. 

Translate here:   

Your rain melts the clods of dirt and levels the ridges. 

Translate here:   

You soften the earth with showers 

Translate here:   

and bless us with abundant crops. 

Translate here:   

You crown the year with a bountiful harvest. 

Translate here:   

Even the hard pathways overflow with abundance.” 

Translate here:   

David has a revelation of this God whose work is perfect, 

Translate here:   

who is just and fair, and does the right thing. 

Translate here:   

He tells us in verse 12,  “The wilderness becomes a lush pasture, 

Translate here:   

and the hillsides blossom with joy. 

Translate here:   

The meadows are clothed with flocks of sheep, 

Translate here:   

and the valleys are carpeted with grain. 

Translate here:   

They all shout and sing for joy.” 

Translate here:   

In another place David says, 

Translate here:   

“Yes, happy are the people whose God is the Lord.” 

Translate here:   

I feel inspired this morning to exalt the Lord our God, 

Translate here:   

to proclaim to you the blessing of God. 

Translate here:   

We are reading from the writings of David and from the writings of Moses. 

Translate here:   

We are reading God’s purpose for those that he loves. 

Translate here:   

He purposes abundance and blessings, 

Translate here:   

and he compares it to showers of blessings, 

Translate here:   

like rain that falls and melts the clods of the earth. 

Translate here:   

He levels the ridges. 

Translate here:   

He prepares a place for the seed 

Translate here:   

so that fruitfulness and abundance can spring forth. 

Translate here:   

What a wonderful thing! What a wonderful thing! 

Translate here:   

But, as I have already pointed out, 

Translate here:   

Proverbs chapter 10 is a series of contrasts. 

Translate here:   

It shows the blessing. It shows the curse.

Translate here:   

“The good man is covered with blessing from head to foot.” 

Translate here:   

But the second half of that verse says, “The evil man inwardly curses his lot.” 

Translate here:   

Are you cursing your lot? 

Translate here:   

Are you complaining about this just and right God? 

Translate here:   

You need to be thinking about God the way Moses thinks about God. 

Translate here:   

Moses said, “God’s way is perfect. 

Translate here:   

Everything He does is just and fair.” 

Translate here:   

But not everybody looks at it that way. 

Translate here:   

There is a large group of people who look at it differently. 

Translate here:   

Listen as I read out of Jeremiah, chapter 3 verses 2 through 5. 

Translate here:   

He says,  “Look around you. 

Translate here:   

Is there anywhere in the entire land that has not been defiled by your adulteries?” 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah is speaking to a religious people here. 

Translate here:   

We have covered the subject of spiritual adultery on several occasions on A Proverb a Day. 

Translate here:   

But Jeremiah is speaking to a religious people. 

Translate here:   

He says, “Look around you. 

Translate here:   

Is not the land defined by your adulteries? 

Translate here:   

You sit like a prostitute beside the road waiting for a client. 

Translate here:   

You sit alone like a nomad in the desert. 

Translate here:   

You have polluted the land with your prostitution and wickedness.” 

Translate here:   

What this speaks of is a people who claim to be the children of God, 

Translate here:   

but they are worshipping other gods and interested in other things. 

Translate here:   

They are worshipping idols of gold and silver, for instance,

Translate here:   

instead of worshipping the true God.  

Translate here:   

They are worshipping things that they can hold in their hands 

Translate here:   

instead of things they can hold dearly in their hearts. 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah is saying, here are these nomadic people 

Translate here:   

sitting along side the road like a prostitute. 

Translate here:   

That is why even the spring rains have failed, 

Translate here:   

for you are a prostitute and completely unashamed.” 

Translate here:   

It is true that God sends showers of blessing, 

Translate here:   

but not everybody receives them. 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah is pointing a finger at a particular group of people here. 

Translate here:   

He is saying, “You religious people” 

Translate here:   

Think about it as I read a little bit more. The Lord says,

Translate here:   

“You religious people, who are like prostitutes along side the road, 

Translate here:   

You say to me, Father, you have been my guide since the days of my youth.” 

Translate here:   

Do you understand what this says? 

Translate here:   

These evil people, who are worshipping silver and gold are saying, 

Translate here:   

“God, I have worshipped You 

Translate here:   

and You have been my Guide since my youth.” 

Translate here:   

Continuing in verse 5 they say, 

Translate here:   

“Surely you won’t be angry about such a little thing, 

Translate here:   

this spiritual prostitution. 

Translate here:   

Surely You can forget it.” 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah responds saying about these people 

Translate here:   

that they talk in this manner to God 

Translate here:   

and keep right on doing the evil that they want to do. 

Translate here:   

They are wondering all along why things aren’t going well. 

Translate here:   

They say, “Why is it that my well has dried up. 

Translate here:   

My stream has dried up.” 

Translate here:   

It is because they aren’t willing to embrace the truth about their spiritual adultery. 

Translate here:   

They are not worshipping the true God. 

Translate here:   

They are worshipping the traditions of religion. 

Translate here:   

They are worshipping the church buildings, the order of worship, 

Translate here:   

the Christian holidays for partying, more than God himself. 

Translate here:   

God has a promise for His people. 

Translate here:   

He says in Ezekiel chapter 34 verses 26 through 28, 

Translate here:   

“I will cause my people in their homes around my holy hill to be a blessing.” 

Translate here:   

He not only wants the people to be a blessing. 

Translate here:   

He wants the homes they live in to be a blessing.  

Translate here:   

Continuing the verse he says, 

Translate here:   

“I will cause the showers to come down when needed. 

Translate here:   

There will be showers of blessing.”  

Translate here:   

“The orchards and the fields of my people will yield big crops, 

Translate here:   

and everyone will live in safety. 

Translate here:   

When I have broken their chains of slavery 

Translate here:   

and rescued them from those who have enslaved them, 

Translate here:   

then they will know that I am the Lord. 

Translate here:   

They will no longer be prey for the other nations. 

Translate here:   

Wild animals will no longer attack them. 

Translate here:   

They will live in safety 

Translate here:   

and no one will make them afraid.” 

Translate here:   

God’s ways are just, and right, and true. 

Translate here:   

He does send showers of blessing. 

Translate here:   

I pray that they fall on you today. 

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com.

