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058 Wise Words – Wednesday

Translate here:    

This may be the first time that you have heard A Proverb A Day. 

Translate here:    

If so, you will discover that we are learning how to be wise. 

Translate here:    

We are involved in a lengthy, in-depth studies. 

Translate here:    

We are expecting the Lord to reveal to us the teachings in the gospels

Translate here:    

of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, expressed in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:    

So we have looked at the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:    

We then looked at the gospels 

Translate here:    

to see how Jesus teaches the same subjects in the gospels. 

Translate here:    

I don’t know about the rest of you, 

Translate here:    

but this is having an impact on my life. 

Translate here:    

I find that the book of Proverbs is so incredibly practical. 

Translate here:    

We are not here filling you with biblical information. 

Translate here:    

We are here finding out what the Lord requires of us. 

Translate here:    

How does he want us to conduct our lives? 

Translate here:    

What pleases him and what displeases him? 

Translate here:    

And what we ought to do about it? 

Translate here:  

Praise the Lord. That is exactly where we are today. 

Translate here:    

The book of Proverbs has brought us to this understanding:

Translate here:    

that a Proverb a day keeps the devil away. 

Translate here:    

Alleluia. That is my own little proverb that came out of this study. 

Translate here:    

Let me read to you the Old Testament Proverb for today. 

Translate here:    

We are in Proverbs chapter 10 

Translate here:    

and we are looking at verses 13 through 15. 

Translate here:    

It says, “Wise words come from the lips of people with understanding, 

Translate here:    

but fools will be punished with a rod. 

Translate here:    

Wise people treasure knowledge, 

Translate here:    

but the babbling of a fool invites trouble.” 

Translate here:    

Throughout this book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:    

we have seen how the writer elevates wisdom. 

Translate here:    

Now he is saying not only should you have wisdom, 

Translate here:    

but this wisdom ought to spill out of your lips. 

Translate here:    

We will find before we are finished with the book of Proverbs 

Translate here:    

that there is an incredible amount of scripture regarding the fruit of our lips. 

Translate here:    

Today I am going to be comparing translations of this particular verse. 

Translate here:    

What I just read came from the New Living Bible. 

Translate here:    

Let’s look at the same verse in the King James Version of the Bible, chapter 10 verse 13. 

Translate here:    

“On the lips of him who has understanding, wisdom is found.” 

Translate here:    

It is not enough to have wisdom in our head or in our heart. 

Translate here:    

It is supposed to be on our lips. 

Translate here:    

We are supposed to be speaking of it. 

Translate here:    

Continuing reading it says, 

Translate here:    

“But the rod is for the back of him who is void of understanding. 

Translate here:    

Wise men lay up knowledge, 

Translate here:    

but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.” 

Translate here:    

Once again today we will challenge ourselves to listen to our lips, 

Translate here:    

to listen to what we say. 

Translate here:    

Is our mouth the mouth of the foolish, 

Translate here:    

or is our mouth the mouth of the wise? 

Translate here:    

Before this program is over, we will have some ways to make that determination. 

Translate here:    

Reading in the New International Version of the Bible, 

Translate here:    

it says in the same place, chapter 10 verse 13: 

Translate here:    

“Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, 

Translate here:    

but the rod is for him who lacks judgment. 

Translate here:    

Wise men store up knowledge, 

Translate here:    

but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.” 

Translate here:    

The Living Bible said that the babbling of a fool invites trouble. 

Translate here:    

The King James says that the mouth of the foolish is near destruction

Translate here:    

The New International Version says that the mouth of the fool invites ruin. 

Translate here:    

You know with our mouth, we can both kill and give life. 

Translate here:    

The fool, of course, kills. 

Translate here:    

The wise person edifies, builds up or gives life. 

Translate here:    

We will talk about this subject many times in the book of Proverbs

Translate here:    

I have to jump ahead to Proverbs 25. 

Translate here:    

There is a verse there that I have memorized and made a part of my life. 

Translate here:    

I pray that it could become a part of your life too. 

Translate here:    

I mentioned it yesterday. 

Translate here:    

Proverbs 25 verse 11. 

Translate here:    

This is the King James Version.  

Translate here:    

It says, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 

Translate here:    

In the New International Version it says,

Translate here:    

“A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.” 

Translate here:    

And the New Living Testament says, 

Translate here:    

“Timely advice is as lovely as golden apples in a silver basket.” 

Translate here:    

It goes on to say that valid criticism is as treasured by the one who heeds it 

Translate here:    

as jewelry made from the finest gold.” 

Translate here:    

The King James Version says, 

Translate here:    

“A wise person wears a rebuke like a gold earring.” Alleluia! 

Translate here:    

We have discussed in the book of Proverbs 

Translate here:    

the fact that a wise man loves a rebuke. 

Translate here:    

It says don’t rebuke a mocker because he will hate you 

Translate here:    

and you will only get into trouble, 

Translate here:    

but the righteous learn when they are rebuked.” 

Translate here:    

Somebody’s tongue has to contain that rebuke. 

Translate here:    

The wise rebuke! The wise rebuke! 

Translate here:    

It is like a golden earring in the ear of the wise, 

Translate here:    

or jewelry made from the finest gold, Alleluia.

Translate here:    

Jumping over to what Jesus has to say about it: 

Translate here:    

This is not the first time we have read this verse 

Translate here:    

nor will it be the last time. 

Translate here:    

Listen carefully to Matthew chapter 12 verses 34 through 37. 

Translate here:    

Jesus says, “You brood of snakes, 

Translate here:    

how could evil men, like you, speak what is good and right, 

Translate here:    

for whatever is in your heart determines what you say.” 

Translate here:    

Now he is speaking to a religious people. 

Translate here:    

He is speaking to the scribes and the Pharisees, calling them evil men. 

Translate here:    

He says look, your hearts are not right, 

Translate here:    

and your mouth proves it. 

Translate here:    

I can tell by what you say, the condition of your heart. 

Translate here:    

Jesus continues on and says, 

Translate here:    

“A good person produces good words from a good heart, 

Translate here:    

and an evil person produces evil words from an evil heart. 

Translate here:    

And I tell you this ‘You must give an account on judgment day 

Translate here:    

of every idle word that you speak. 

Translate here:    

The words you say now reflect your fate to come. 

Translate here:    

Either you will be justified by your words or you will by condemned’.” 

Translate here:    

This is a very strong statement. 

Translate here:    

This is the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:    

Many of us claim Christianity. 

Translate here:    

We go to a Christian church 

Translate here:    

and we say Jesus was a great teacher, 

Translate here:    

and Jesus was a great man, 

Translate here:    

but do we hear what he is saying here? 

Translate here:    

He is saying, “I can tell you about the condition of your heart 

Translate here:    

by what your mouth speaks.” 

Translate here:    

Does it speak wisdom? 

Translate here:    

Have you laid up treasures of wisdom? 

Translate here:    

Are you speaking things that build up other people’s lives? 

Translate here:    

Are you giving valid criticism? 

Translate here:    

Some people are afraid to criticize 

Translate here:    

because they read that Jesus said judge not unless you want to be judged. 

Translate here:    

Yes, he did say that, 

Translate here:    

but he also said, “Judge righteous judgment.” 

Translate here:    

He said the manner in which you judge, is the manner in which you will be judged. 

Translate here:    

If you will give valid criticism, 

Translate here:    

if you will righteously rebuke someone, 

Translate here:    

you will get righteously rebuked. 

Translate here:    

Alleluia! 

Translate here:    

That is not a bad thing because through someone else’s eyes,

Translate here:    

your shortcomings and your immaturity can be revealed. 

Translate here:    

They will come to you and they will enlighten you. 

Translate here:    

And you, being righteous and being wise, 

Translate here:    

will be able to wear that valid criticism or rebuke like a gold earring. 

Translate here:    

It is not a bad thing to get rebuked. 

Translate here:    

It is a wonderful thing! 

Translate here:    

What we need to emphasize here though, 

Translate here:    

is that our mouth speaks of what our heart is full of. 

Translate here:    

What is the condition of our heart? 

Translate here:    

It is a spiritual issue. 

Translate here:    

Do we have a clean heart? 

Translate here:    

Do we have a new heart? 

Translate here:    

Do we have a heart of flesh, or do we have a heart of stone? 

Translate here:    

Our physical presence in the church meeting doesn’t prove one way or the other 

Translate here:    

whether or not our heart has been fixed. 

Translate here:    

There are many people attending church services on a regular basis 

Translate here:    

who do it because they have done it all their lives. 

Translate here:    

There is no other place to go. 

Translate here:    

It is their habit, 

Translate here:    

and after they leave that church service, they start argumenting. 

Translate here:    

They criticize other people instead of giving valid criticism. 

Translate here:    

They tear people down. 

Translate here:    

How many of us parents are guilty of speaking to our child and saying. 

Translate here:    

“You are never going to become anybody!” 

Translate here:    

We think that we are somehow doing them a favor by giving them that negative word 

Translate here:    

so that they will straighten up their lives. 

Translate here:    

But do you know what happens?  

Translate here:    

That statement becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Translate here:    

We tell our children that we don’t believe that they will become anybody. 

Translate here:    

How much different it is for us to say, 

Translate here:    

“You are going to be fulfilled in Christ. 

Translate here:    

You are precious in the eyes of God. 

Translate here:    

You are going to be a mighty warrior used in the hand of God 

Translate here:    

to bring forth his purposes on the face of the earth.” 

Translate here:    

One child is told that he is not going to become anybody. 

Translate here:    

The other child is told he has a future in Christ. 

Translate here:    

What do you think the result of the telling will be? 

Translate here:    

Alleluia! It is a spiritual issue. 

Translate here:    

It comes from your heart. 

Translate here:    

I find it interesting that in the Bible 

Translate here:    

there were actually spirits that kept people from talking. 

Translate here:    

In Mark chapter 1 there was a situation 

Translate here:    

where Jesus healed a number of people. 

Translate here:    

It says, “At sunset, many sick and demon possessed were brought to Jesus. 

Translate here:    

And a huge crowd of people from all over gathered outside the door and watched. 

Translate here:    

So Jesus healed many different kinds of sick people who had all kinds of diseases. 

Translate here:    

He ordered demons to come out of their victims, 

Translate here:    

but because they knew who he was, 

Translate here:    

he refused to allow the demons to speak.” 

Translate here:    

Ah! Ah! That is an interesting thought. 

Translate here:    

Out of a person’s heart comes a revelation of what is in their heart. 

Translate here:    

Here we find Jesus refusing to let the demons speak, 

Translate here:    

because some people’s lives were demonized. 

Translate here:    

Some, who are constantly criticizing and constantly arguing, 

Translate here:    

maybe not speaking at all, according to this verse. 

Translate here:    

There are demons who may be speaking through them.  

Translate here:    

And interestingly enough, it can work just the opposite way. 

Translate here:    

In Mark chapter 9, Jesus had been brought a young man to heal who couldn’t speak at all. 

Translate here:    

An evil spirit that wouldn’t let him talk possessed him. 

Translate here:    

Here we find a spirit preventing someone from talking. 

Translate here:    

Jesus cast that thing out, and the man was able to talk. 

Translate here:    

This is very spiritual. 

Translate here:    

Let’s see how spiritual it is. 

Translate here:    

In Mark, Jesus promises that signs will accompany those who believe. 

Translate here:    

He says, “They will cast out demons in my name 

Translate here:    

and they will speak with new languages.” 

Translate here:    

Here is an example of the Holy Spirit causing somebody to speak with a new language. 

Translate here:    

An unholy spirit causes them to say unholy things or prevent them from speaking. 

Translate here:    

Here we have an example of the Holy Spirit causing them to speak with new languages. 

Translate here:    

You see how spiritual all of this is? 

Translate here:    

Our tongue speaks of the content of our heart, 

Translate here:    

but there are great spiritual implications here. 

Translate here:    

Ultimately this has to do with the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:    

Jesus says in the Gospel of John. 

Translate here:    

“I don’t speak on my own authority. 

Translate here:    

The Father who sent me has given me his instructions of what to say. 

Translate here:    

I know his instructions lead to eternal life, 

Translate here:    

so I say whatever the Father tells me to say.” 

Translate here:    

You have learned today some differences 

Translate here:    

between the tongue of life and the tongue of death.  

Translate here:    

Go forth today in the name of Jesus and speak life. 

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

