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060 Accepting Correction - Friday

Translate here:   

My father often told me this when I was growing up: 

Translate here:   

“The lazy man always takes the easy way out.” 

Translate here:   

That is a proverb, 

Translate here:   

not a proverb from the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

but nevertheless it is a proverb. 

Translate here:   

He also said there is never enough time to do it right the first time, 

Translate here:   

but there is always time to go back and fix it after it doesn’t work. 

Translate here:   

That is another significant and interesting proverb. 

Translate here:   

The easy way isn’t necessarily the best way. 

Translate here:   

That is the way it is with spiritual things. 

Translate here:   

We are going to talk about a subject today that isn’t easy. 

Translate here:   

It is the hard way, but it is the best way. 

Translate here:   

Turn with me to Proverbs chapter 10, verse 17. 

Translate here:   

Listen to this: “People who accept correction are on the pathway to life, 

Translate here:   

but those who ignore it will lead others astray.” 

Translate here:   

Now this subject of accepting correction is popular in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

It is mentioned on several occasions.  

Translate here:   

The consequence of our not accepting correction is that we hurt other people. 

Translate here:   

Our failure or refusal to accept correction is not only detrimental to ourselves…

Translate here:   

Proverbs tells us that it will lead other people astray also. 

Translate here:   

We looked recently at the interesting concept of rebuking a mocker. 

Translate here:   

I want to turn back to it 

Translate here:   

because is very much relates to what we are studying today. 

Translate here:   

In Proverbs chapter 9 verses 7 through 9, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get a smart retort, 

Translate here:   

and anyone who rebukes the wicked will get hurt. 

Translate here:   

So don’t bother rebuking mockers. 

Translate here:   

They will only hate you, 

Translate here:   

but the wise when rebuked will love you all the more. 

Translate here:   

Teach the wise and they will be wiser. 

Translate here:   

Teach the righteous and they will learn more.” 

Translate here:   

Now when we looked at that, we looked at ourselves 

Translate here:   

and we said, “Well, am I wise or am I a mocker? 

Translate here:   

I can tell by how I respond to a rebuke. 

Translate here:   

When someone criticizes me, 

Translate here:   

how do I respond? 

Translate here:   

Do I lash out with angry words of self-defense? 

Translate here:   

Or do I say, “Hey, maybe that is something that I need to listen to.” 

Translate here:   

Reading from Proverbs 10:17, it says this: 

Translate here:   

“People who accept correction are on the pathway to life.” 

Translate here:   

Now, as we continue in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

and we will be in it for sometime, 

Translate here:   

we will eventually get to Proverbs chapter 15. 

Translate here:   

We will repeat this subject once again. 

Translate here:   

Anything worth saying once is worth repeating. 

Translate here:   

Reading from Proverbs chapter 15 in verses 31 and 32: 

Translate here:   

“If you listen to constructive criticism, 

Translate here:   

you will be at home among the wise. 

Translate here:   

If you reject criticism, you only harm yourself, 

Translate here:   

but if you listen to correction, you grow in understanding.” 

Translate here:   

In this verse, the Holy Spirit, through the writer of the book of Proverbs is restating 

Translate here:   

what he has already said in chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

“People who accept correction are on the pathway to life.” 

Translate here:   

Proverbs 29 says, “Don’t waste your breath on fools 

Translate here:   

for they will despise the wisest advice” 

Translate here:   

It sounds like Proverbs chapter 9. 

Translate here:   

“Rebuke a fool or a mocker, and you will only get hurt, 

Translate here:   

but teach the wise and they will be wiser. 

Translate here:   

Teach the righteous and they will learn more.” 

Translate here:   

This brings us to my favorite scripture in the book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

In chapter 25 verse 12, it says, 

Translate here:   

“As an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold, 

Translate here:   

so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.” 

Translate here:   

Reading the same verse from the Living Bible, it says, 

Translate here:   

“A valid criticism is as treasured by the one who heeds it 

Translate here:   

as jewelry made from the finest gold.” 

Translate here:   

I like this metaphor or this word picture. 

Translate here:   

“As an earring of the finest gold in the ear of an obedient or wise person….” 

Translate here:   

How can we get ourselves into a place where we are able to receive criticism? 

Translate here:   

First of all we have to realize,,,

Translate here:   

we are not here only for ourselves. 

Translate here:   

We are here to go where Christ is. 

Translate here:   

His purpose is to change us from being who we were 

Translate here:   

into becoming more like him. 

Translate here:   

We are being transformed by the renewing of our mind. 

Translate here:   

We are being changed into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:   

If there are things in your life that are unprofitable that you can’t see, 

Translate here:   

you are in a terrible predicament. 

Translate here:   

The hardest things to see are the things that you can not see. 

Translate here:   

Most of us who have a heart for God will go ahead and correct those things…

Translate here:   

things that we CAN see and know are problems in our lives. 

Translate here:   

That is good because we have a right spirit. 

Translate here:   

We have a right desire or a right heart. 

Translate here:   

But the problem is that each of us has things in his life that he can not see, 

Translate here:   

that he is simply blind to. 

Translate here:   

Another Proverb says that “every man’s ways are clean in his own eyes.” 

Translate here:   

It is very difficult to see the things about ourselves that are wrong 

Translate here:   

because basically we love ourselves. 

Translate here:   

We need someone to come and whack us on the head to get our attention. 

Translate here:   

We need valid criticism.  

Translate here:   

We need a rebuke. 

Translate here:   

That is why Jesus told us in Luke chapter 17 verse 3. 

Translate here:   

We looked at this a few days ago. 

Translate here:   

“I am warning you. If another believer sins, rebuke him. 

Translate here:   

If he repents, forgive him.” 

Translate here:   

This is the instruction of the Lord Jesus. 

Translate here:   

“If another believer sins, rebuke him.” 

Translate here:   

 In other words, give him some valid criticism. 

Translate here:   

Give him correction. 

Translate here:   

We are to correct on another. 

Translate here:   

We are to submit to one another 

Translate here:   

and we are to correct one another. 

Translate here:   

Usually that correction comes from the person that is closest to us, 

Translate here:   

and then it really hurts our feelings, 

Translate here:   

because we don’t want him to think badly of us. 

Translate here:   

We want to be fully accepted and loved. 

Translate here:   

When he or she says something that is a correction, we tend to reject it, 

Translate here:   

because we are afraid it doesn’t represent love. 

Translate here:   

But understand this. Listen to the word of the Lord, 

Translate here:   

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” 

Translate here:   

This is the spirit of the Lord speaking through John in the book of Revelations. 

Translate here:   

Jesus is saying to the church, 

Translate here:   

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. 

Translate here:   

Be zealous therefore and repent. 

Translate here:   

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

Translate here:   

If any man hear my voice and open the door, 

Translate here:   

I will come in to him and will sup (or eat) with him and he with me.” 

Translate here:   

Now that verse is often read 

Translate here:   

when we are encouraging some one to receive Jesus 

Translate here:   

and to become born again or saved. 

Translate here:   

But, here in the book of Revelation, he says, 

Translate here:   

“As many as I love,” 

Translate here:   

(He is speaking of the people in the church, the Christians) 

Translate here:   

As many as he loves, he rebukes. 

Translate here:   

He knocks on the door of their heart. 

Translate here:   

He says, Look, I want to replace that jealousy or anger. 

Translate here:   

I want to come in and bring my spirit and love in. 

Translate here:   

I stand at the door of your heart and knock. 

Translate here:   

If any man will open that door and repent, 

Translate here:   

if any man would hear my voice and open the door, 

Translate here:   

I will come in to him 

Translate here:   

and I will bring with me things you need to receive

Translate here:   

and tell you things that you need to relinquish.  

Translate here:   

In other words, I will rebuke what is wrong. Alleluia. 

Translate here:   

People who accept criticism are on the pathway to life.

Translate here:   

Those who ignore it will lead others astray. 

Translate here:   

Godly criticism is really a wonderful thing. 

Translate here:   

It is so easy to get irritated. 

Translate here:   

It is so easy to defend ourselves. 

Translate here:   

It is so easy to not listen and to ignore things when we want to. 

Translate here:   

Remember what we said at the beginning: 

Translate here:   

The lazy man looks for the easy way out. 

Translate here:   

There is never enough time to do it right the first time, 

Translate here:   

but there is always time to go back and fix it afterwards. 

Translate here:   

It would be so much easier to listen to criticism the first time we hear it. 

Translate here:   

Receive the rebuke. 

Translate here:   

Allow it to have its way. 

Translate here:   

Let it do its work. 

Translate here:   

Embrace it. 

Translate here:   

Acknowledge it. 

Translate here:   

Repent of it. 

Translate here:   

Not all criticism is valid. 

Translate here:   

Sometimes people say things that are just plain spiteful, nasty and hateful. 

Translate here:   

But, the wise man even listens to those things, 

Translate here:   

because they also can be useful. 

Translate here:   

They also can train him. 

Translate here:   

They also can help him find the pathway to life, 

Translate here:   

because as we listen to them, we evaluate our lives. 

Translate here:   

We think about our ways. We consider our ways. 

Translate here:   

“Consider your ways,” the scripture says. 

Translate here:   

Think about what brought this rebuke about. 

Translate here:   

Why did this person come up with that spiteful remark? 

Translate here:   

It could be that you are being persecuted for righteousness sake. 

Translate here:   

But, it also could be that there is unrighteousness in you, 

Translate here:   

And it needs to be routed out. 

Translate here:   

It needs to be brought to the light. 

Translate here:   

David said, “Search me, Oh Lord, 

Translate here:   

and see if there is any wicked way in me.” 

Translate here:   

David had a right heart. He had a right attitude. 

Translate here:   

He said search me, Oh Lord. He was willing. 

Translate here:   

He was anxious to repent of anything that would stand between him and a holy God. 

Translate here:   

The scripture tells us in the New Testament, 

Translate here:   

that without holiness, no one will see God. 

Translate here:   

We need our lives cleaned up. 

Translate here:   

We need our actions cleaned up. 

Translate here:   

We need to embrace and accept valid criticism. 

Translate here:   

When somebody rebukes you, wear it like a gold earring in our ear. 

Translate here:   

It is good for you. Alleluia. 

Translate here:   

It is sort of like the Castor Oil, the bad tasting medicine. 

Translate here:   

It doesn’t taste very good, but it does its job. 

Translate here:   

It goes into our bodies where it is supposed to go. 

Translate here:   

Our stomachs began to work again and don’t hurt anymore. 

Translate here:   

We only have a couple of minutes left. 

Translate here:   

Let’s focus on a passage in Hebrews about the same subject. 

Translate here:   

It says, “Have you entirely forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as children. 

Translate here:   

My child, don’t ignore it when the Lord disciplines you.” 

Translate here:   

(Keep in mind he can discipline you through another believer.) 

Translate here:   

“And don’t be discouraged when he corrects you.”  

Translate here:   

“For the Lord disciplines those he loves, 

Translate here:   

and he punishes those he accepts as his children. 

Translate here:   

As you endure this divine discipline, 

Translate here:   

remember that God is treating you as his own children. 

Translate here:   

Whoever heard of a child who was never disciplined?” 

Translate here:   

The Bible asks the question. 

Translate here:   

Whoever heard of child who was never disciplined? 

Translate here:   

We see undisciplined children everywhere today unfortunately, 

Translate here:   

but God doesn’t treat us that way. 

Translate here:   

If God doesn’t discipline you as one of His children, 

Translate here:   

it means that you are illegitimate, 

Translate here:   

and not really his children after all. 

Translate here:   

God loves us. We are his children, 

Translate here:   

and that is why he corrects us and chastens us. 

Translate here:   

Go and receive that gold earring today. 

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

