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Translate here:   

Many things about God are difficult to understand. 

Translate here:   

It seems as if he talks in riddles sometimes. 

Translate here:   

Sometimes it seems as if the word of God contradicts itself. 

Translate here:   

This morning we are going to look at being rich. 

Translate here:   

We will make a comparison:

Translate here:   

what it is like to be rich, compared to Jesus’ statement to the rich young ruler. 

Translate here:   

Jesus told him, “Sell everything you have and give it to the poor.” 

Translate here:   

We can see that this would result in spiritual richness. 

Translate here:   

Scripture indicates that we are to have more than spiritual richness. 

Translate here:   

We are going to cover the subject of true riches today. 

Translate here:   

We are provoked and prompted by Proverbs. 

Translate here:   

Listen to Proverbs chapter 10 verse 22. 

Translate here:   

It says, “The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich. 

Translate here:   

He adds no sorrow with it.” 

Translate here:   

That sounds like good news. 

Translate here:   

People want blessings without sorrows. 

Translate here:   

They want to be happy. They want to be rich. 

Translate here:   

These promises are that you can be both happy and rich, 

Translate here:   

and have no sorrow associated with it. 

Translate here:   

Let’s think about how this can occur. 

Translate here:   

We are going to look at the picture of happy people found elsewhere in the Bible:

Translate here:   

Look in the book of Jeremiah chapter 31 verses 10 through 14. 

Translate here:   

Here is a description of truly happy people.  

Translate here:   

“Listen to this message from the Lord, all you nations of the world. 

Translate here:   

Proclaim it in distant coastlands. 

Translate here:   

The Lord who scattered his people will gather them together

Translate here:   

and watch over them as a shepherd does his flock.” 

Translate here:   

This immediately brings up a question, 

Translate here:   

because God is going to be describing a happy people. 

Translate here:   

Yet, the people he describes are scattered. 

Translate here:   

This is hard for us to believe 

Translate here:   

that they could be happy at the time that they were scattered. 

Translate here:   

In fact, it is describing the people that had forsaken God and turned from him.  

Translate here:   

He sent them into Babylonian captivity, 

Translate here:   

but ultimately, the God that scattered them, gathered them. 

Translate here:   

It says, “he will gather them together and watch over them 

Translate here:   

as a shepherd does his flock, 

Translate here:   

for the Lord has redeemed Israel from those too strong for them.” 

Translate here:   

You don’t have to get redeemed, 

Translate here:   

unless you are in a place where you need to be redeemed. 

Translate here:   

Something that is redeemed is something that was worthless that has been given value. 

Translate here:   

When we get redeemed, 

Translate here:   

God takes our worthless life and He imputes value to it. 

Translate here:   

He makes us useful. Praise the Lord.

Translate here:   

Let me read you a passage of scripture from Jeremiah chapter 31 verses 10 through 14. 

Translate here:   

“For the Lord has redeemed Israel from those too strong for him. 

Translate here:   

They will come home and sing songs of joy in the heights of Jerusalem.”  

Translate here:   

Here He is talking about Israel returning from the Babylonian captivity. 

Translate here:   

They were slaves in a foreign land, 

Translate here:   

and now they are redeemed or set free.

Translate here:   

Continuing on, “They will be radiant because of the many gifts the Lord has given them: 

Translate here:   

the good crops of wheat, wine, oil and the healthy flocks and herds. 

Translate here:   

Their life will be like a watered garden 

Translate here:   

and all their sorrows will be gone. 

Translate here:   

The young women will dance for joy, 

Translate here:   

and the men, old and young, will join in the celebration. 

Translate here:   

I, the Lord, will turn their mourning into joy. 

Translate here:   

I will comfort them and exchange their sorrow for rejoicing. 

Translate here:   

I will supply the priests with an abundance of offerings. 

Translate here:   

I will satisfy my people with bounty. 

Translate here:   

I the Lord have spoken.”

Translate here:   

This describes to me a rich people and a happy people. 

Translate here:   

Their life will be like a watered garden. 

Translate here:   

I don’t tend to the garden at my home in Virginia. 

Translate here:   

I have a wonderful mother-in-law who loves to grow things, 

Translate here:   

and she waters that garden a lot. 

Translate here:   

If there is a little bit of dryness in the ground, 

Translate here:   

she gets the water hose out. 

Translate here:   

She doesn’t set a sprinkler out to sprinkle. 

Translate here:   

She points that hose at each plant and prays over each plant 

Translate here:   

and sees to it that every plant is properly watered. 

Translate here:   

That garden even in dry times is lush and green. 

Translate here:   

You can just feel life bursting out of it. 

Translate here:   

Well, that is the picture here. 

Translate here:   

Jeremiah is describing a truly happy people, 

Translate here:   

ones, who are experiencing the blessing of the Lord. 

Translate here:   

They are like a watered garden. 

Translate here:   

God himself cares for them, 

Translate here:   

and he gives them the water to make them strong and vibrant, healthy and fruitful. 

Translate here:   

They are producing spiritual fruit! Praise the Lord. 

Translate here:   

They will be radiant 

Translate here:   

because of the many gifts God has given them. 

Translate here:   

They will have good wheat, plenty of oil and healthy flocks. 

Translate here:   

Not only will they have their natural needs provided for them, 

Translate here:   

but also, their souls and spirits will be bursting with enthusiasm for life. Alleluia! 

Translate here:   

There are too many people today walking around with a cloud over their heads. 

Translate here:   

They are walking around in a state of depression. 

Translate here:   

Worry has gripped them like cold in the middle of the winter. 

Translate here:   

If you were to step outside where I live 

Translate here:   

without wearing a coat in the winter, the cold would grip you. 

Translate here:   

You wouldn’t be able to shake this cold. 

Translate here:   

It would be holding on to you. 

Translate here:   

That is the way many people are living in worry and depression and fear.  

Translate here:   

They are not experiencing the blessing of the Lord. 

Translate here:   

But, it says here that a rich people will be like a watered garden 

Translate here:   

and their sorrows will be gone. 

Translate here:   

The young women will dance for joy 

Translate here:   

and the men, old and young, will join in the celebration. 

Translate here:   

The Lord will turn their mourning into joy. 

Translate here:   

He will comfort them 

Translate here:   

and exchange their sorrow for rejoicing. 

Translate here:   

This is a picture of blessed people. 

Translate here:   

This is a picture of happy people, 

Translate here:   

a picture of people who have come into relationship with their Maker, their God.  

Translate here:   

But, I have to keep reminding you; 

Translate here:   

it is also of a people who have been scattered. 

Translate here:   

It is a people whom God allowed previously to become enslaved. 

Translate here:   

It is a people who experienced the terrors of prison. 

Translate here:   

Those people were in prison in a foreign land. 

Translate here:   

Of course, they were there because they deserved to be there. 

Translate here:   

They were there because of their disobedience to God, 

Translate here:   

so he was not unjust in scattering them.  

Translate here:   

Some of us are experiencing depression, anxiety and worry. 

Translate here:   

We have sinned and deserve those circumstances that bring us worry and fear. 

Translate here:   

But we serve a God who wants to deliver us from bondage. 

Translate here:   

His desire is to add a blessing that makes a person rich. 

Translate here:   

He wants to remove our sorrow. 

Translate here:   

He does not add sorrow to the blessing that he gives to us. 

Translate here:   

We are going to talk about true riches now….

Translate here:   

In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul says, 

Translate here:   

“I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light 

Translate here:   

so that you will understand the wonderful future, 

Translate here:   

God has promised to those he called. 

Translate here:   

I want you to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance he has given to his people.” 

Translate here:   

We have to understand true riches 

Translate here:   

in order to understand this rich and glorious inheritance, 

Translate here:   

True riches could involve oil, corn, wine, flocks, and homes, 

Translate here:   

These may be a part of the true riches from God. 

Translate here:   

How shall I say it? 

Translate here:   

These external things are just the symptoms of true riches, 

Translate here:   

because the true riches are not external.  

Translate here:   

True riches are not money held in a bank account. 

Translate here:   

The true riches are internal and they are eternal. 

Translate here:   

They are peace and joy that come from the Lord in a relationship with him. 

Translate here:   

Actually the “true riches” is Christ Himself. 

Translate here:   

When we have Christ, we have everything. 

Translate here:   

When we have Jesus, we have it all. 

Translate here:   

Some people are confused about this. 

Translate here:   

There is a teaching that says that if you have money coming in, 

Translate here:   

then you are where you ought to be in Christ. 

Translate here:   

Money is said to be a sign of the blessing of God. 

Translate here:   

It may be a sign of the blessing of God and it may not. 

Translate here:   

Listen to what Paul teaches again in Timothy. 

Translate here:   

He says to Timothy, “Teach these truths and encourage everybody to obey them. 

Translate here:   

Some false teachers may deny these things, 

Translate here:   

but these are sound wholesome teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:   

They are a foundation for a Godly life. 

Translate here:   

Anybody who teaches something different is both conceited and ignorant.” 

Translate here:   

“Such a person has a desire to quibble over the meaning of words. 

Translate here:   

This stirs up arguments, jealousy, fighting, slander and evil suspicions.” 

Translate here:   

Remember when we recently looked at the Proverb that says, 

Translate here:   

“He that loves strife, loves sin?”  

Translate here:   

People who argue, love sin.  

Translate here:   

These false prophets always cause trouble. 

Translate here:   

Their minds are corrupt, and they don’t tell the truth. 

Translate here:   

Here is the verse I want to get to: 

Translate here:   

“To them, religion is just a way to get rich.” 

Translate here:   

Paul is talking about false prophets. 

Translate here:   

These false prophets could pull out this verse from the book of Proverbs in chapter 10 verse 22. 

Translate here:   

They could say, “The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich.” 

Translate here:   

They could try to tell you that if you follow Jesus 

Translate here:   

and come join their church and put your money in their offering plate, 

Translate here:   

then you can expect to become rich. 

Translate here:   

But they don’t really make it clear what those riches consist of, what true riches are. 

Translate here:   

Paul tells us here in First Timothy 6:6, “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

Translate here:   

I have seen exceedingly rich people on the island of Haiti. 

Translate here:   

Haiti has an average income of $800 a year per family, not per person. 

Translate here:   

A family of 8 or 10 people may get only  $800 per year. 

Translate here:   

Many do not have enough to eat or proper shelter. 

Translate here:   

Many have nothing in the world’s eyes in terms of the world’s wealth. 

Translate here:   

But, I have walked among those people with so little  

Translate here:   

and met some of the richest people that are on the face of the earth. 

Translate here:   

Their faces glow with the joy of the Lord. 

Translate here: 

Godliness with contentment is great wealth.  

Translate here:   

After all, we didn’t bring anything with us when we came into this world, 

Translate here:   

and we surely can’t carry anything out with us when we die. 

Translate here:   

So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 

Translate here:   

People who long to be rich, fall into temptation 

Translate here:   

and they are trapped by many harmful desires.  

Translate here:   

We need to understand what true riches are. 

Translate here:   

Job said, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, 

Translate here:   

blessed be the name of the Lord today.”

Translate here:   

The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich in his heart. 

Translate here:   

Sometimes he makes us rich in the things of this world. 

Translate here:   

Either way, if it is the Lord who is increasing our riches, 

Translate here:   

he adds no sorrow to them.  

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

