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063 True Riches - Part II -  Wednesday

Translate here:   

The Book of Proverbs has several dominant themes.  

Translate here:   

There are certain things that it teaches over and over again. 

Translate here:   

It teaches us to get wisdom, to get knowledge, and to get knowledge of God.  

Translate here:   

It teaches us to guard our hearts.  

Translate here:   

It teaches us to monitor our mouth, to watch our lips.  

Translate here:   

And it teaches a tremendous amount about riches, 

Translate here:   

about how they come and how they go, 

Translate here:   

and what our attitude toward them ought to be.  

Translate here:   

So today we are going to revisit Proverbs chapter 10 verse 2. 

Translate here:   

It says, “The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, 

Translate here:   

and he adds no sorrow with it.”

Translate here:   

This message could be referred to as true riches part 2. 

Translate here:   

But it is only part 2 of many parts, 

Translate here:   

because before we are finished with this intense study of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

there will be many opportunities to revisit the subject of true riches.  

Translate here:   

It is something that Jesus is very concerned about.  

Translate here:   

He wants us to understand what true riches are.  

Translate here:   

So let’s revisit this blessing of the Lord, 

Translate here:   

that makes a person rich, and has no sorrow added to it.  
Translate here:   

We were looking in Timothy yesterday at Paul’s statements.  
Translate here:   

Listen to this statement. 

Translate here:   

“There are some people who think that religion is merely a way to get rich.”  
Translate here:   

This is found in 1 Timothy chapter 6.  
Translate here:   

“To them religion is just a way to get rich.” 

Translate here:   

One of the reasons for even mentioning it is that there is a popular movement in Christianity today.

Translate here:   

They could be called the health and wealth movement.  
Translate here:   

They are emphasizing the fact that God wants you to be healthy, 

Translate here:   

and God wants you to be wealthy.  
Translate here:   

I wholly agree with that. 
Translate here:   

God wants you to be healthy and wealthy.  
Translate here:   

Having attended their meetings and listened to their teachings, 

Translate here:   

it appears that they haven’t rightly divided the word of God regarding true riches,  
Translate here:   

because there is such a strong emphasis on giving to get.  
Translate here:   

There is such a big emphasis on putting your money in to get money out, 

Translate here:   

that they have failed to emphasize true riches, which is far greater.  
Translate here:   

Paul says, “True religion with contentment is great wealth.” 
Translate here:   

Paul learned this from Jesus. 
Translate here:   

We will read from the Gospels in a few minutes, 

Translate here:   

but repeating what we read yesterday.  
Translate here:   

“After all we didn’t bring anything into the world when we came into the world, 
Translate here:   

We certainly can not carry anything with us when we die, 
Translate here:   

so if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 

Translate here:   

People who long to be rich fall into temptation 

Translate here:   

and are trapped by many foolish harmful desires, 

Translate here:   

that plunge them into ruin and destruction.  
Translate here:   

For the love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil.  
Translate here:   

And some people, craving money, have wandered from the faith 

Translate here:   

and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” 

Translate here:   

Now I can testify from experience the danger of too much money too fast.  
Translate here:   

I had the experience of having a number of years with very little money.  
Translate here:   

I was serving the Lord in the prison system.  
Translate here:   

I was acting as a volunteer chaplain.  
Translate here:   

I was working about 30 hours a week wandering the halls of a maximum security prison, 

Translate here:   

seeking the lost and counseling the troubled in prison cells.  
Translate here:   

I wasn’t being supported by any organization: 

Translate here:   

that is, I wasn’t getting paid by anybody.  
Translate here:   

There were a couple of men of God who were helping my family to buy groceries.  
Translate here:   

Otherwise, I had no real income at that time.  
Translate here:   

My income tax report would have surprised many people, given that fact that I had 7 children. 

Translate here:   

In spite of the lack of money, we had a tremendous presence of God in our midst.  
Translate here:   

God was revealing himself to us.  
Translate here:   

He was visiting us in a mighty and powerful way.  
Translate here:   

That season of my life ended.  
Translate here:   

The children grew up and started going to college, 

Translate here:   

and I had a need to increase in finances.  
Translate here:   

The Lord honored my needs, 

Translate here:   

because he said he would supply all of our needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  
Translate here:   

He totally reversed my financial circumstances.  
Translate here:   

I went from having no money to being in charge of a business that had a 3.5 million dollar cash flow.  
Translate here:   

Imagine going from a state of not having enough money to buy groceries 

Translate here:   

to having about $100,000 a week pass through your hands.  
Translate here:   

It was rather much of a shock to my system.  
Translate here:   

Ultimately it was good for me spiritually, but it was very difficult, 

Translate here:   

because my head was turned away from Jesus.  
Translate here:   

I stopped reading the word.  

Translate here:   

I stopped praying.  
Translate here:   

I began to become self-sufficient and independent.  
Translate here:   

Where as I had been dependent on God for everything, 

Translate here:   

now I didn’t need God any more.  
Translate here:   

I had all this money. 
Translate here:   

The book of Proverbs says the Lord makes rich 

Translate here:   

and he adds no sorrow to it. 

Translate here:   

I can testify that having all that money has sorrow attached to it, 

Translate here:   

because I fell into a predicament that Jesus describes. 

Translate here:   

He talks about the sower and the seed. 

Translate here:   

The sower went out and sowed his seed.  
Translate here:   

Some of it fell among briers and thorns.  
Translate here:   

Later he explains to his disciples what that means.  
Translate here:   

He says, the briers are the cares, the worries,

Translate here:   

the longing to be rich, and the good things of this life, 

Translate here:   

that choke out the word of God and make it unfruitful. 

Translate here:   

One of problems with having money is the tendency to worry about it.  
Translate here:   

Proverbs says that the rich man worries about getting kidnapped and held for ransom, 

Translate here:   

but the poor man sleeps at night. 
Translate here:   

He is not going to be kidnapped and held for ransom 

Translate here:   

because he has no money available to pay the ransom, 

Translate here:   

so it doesn’t happen to him.  
Translate here:   

The man without the money sleeps.  
Translate here:   

The man with the money lies awake at night worrying about losing it.  
Translate here:   

That is sorrow.  
Translate here:   

That is real sorrow because once all of that money is in your possession 

Translate here:   

and that fear of losing it grips you, 

Translate here:   

it is just like that cold weather we talked about.  

Translate here:   

It grips you.  
Translate here:   

Worry and fear grip you.  
Translate here:   

Then you become a juggler. 
Translate here:   

You have money in this bank account and money in that bank account 

Translate here:   

and you are flip-flopping it around trying to find the best interest rates. 
Translate here:   

Before long, these riches have become a trap, not a blessing. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs says, “He makes a person rich and he adds no sorrow to it.”  
Translate here:   

I am of the impression that the Prince of the power of the air makes people rich also, 

Translate here:   

but he adds sorrow with it.  
Translate here:   

Some of the sorriest people on the earth have more money than they know what to do with.  
Translate here:   

Literally, they don’t know what to do with it.  
Translate here:   

I have been in situations where I have watched people, 

Translate here:   

trying to figure out how to spend their money.  
Translate here:   

One time, I was in a bar. I was drinking a soda drink 

Translate here:   

and everyone else was drinking alcohol.  
Translate here:   

This was the only convenient place that I could get a drink. 
Translate here:   

While I was there, some guys came in who had just been fishing in the deep sea 

Translate here:   

in a big boat that cost them $600 apiece to rent.  
Translate here:   

When they got to shore, they rented Harley Davidson motorcycles to run up and down the beach. 

Translate here:   

Now they were in the bar buying drinks for everybody.  
Translate here:   

They said they were getting ready to fly to Australia. 
Translate here:   

They couldn’t spend their money fast enough.  
Translate here:   

They had more money than they knew how to spend or where to spend it. 

Translate here:   

But they also were up late into the night 

Translate here:   

because they had not found satisfaction in what they did during the day.  
Translate here:   

In spite of all the money that they had spent, 

Translate here:   

they had not yet found satisfaction.  
Translate here:   

They had riches, but they had sorrow, 

Translate here:   

because they did not have satisfaction and contentment that comes from God.  
Translate here:   

They could not go to bed and sleep at night.  
Translate here:   

This is what Paul was talking about.  
Translate here:   

“The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  
Translate here:   

Some people craving money have wondered from the faith 
Translate here:   

and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” 

Translate here:   

We are connecting the book of Proverbs to the Gospels. 

Translate here:   

Let’s go to Luke chapter 10 

Translate here:   

and hear some dialogue between Jesus and some people.  
Translate here:   

“Someone in the crowd said to him, teacher, 

Translate here:   

tell my brother to divide his inheritance with me.  
Translate here:   

Jesus replied, Man, who appointed me a judge and an arbiter between you?”  
Translate here:   

Then he said, “Watch out, be on your guard against all kinds of greed.  
Translate here:   

A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  
Translate here:   

This is Jesus teaching.  
Translate here:   

He is saying that it is not how much you get that defines the quality of your life.  
Translate here:   

Then he told them a parable.  
Translate here:   

He said, “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  
Translate here:   

This man thought to himself, what should I do? 
Translate here:   

I have no place to store my crops.  
Translate here:   

Then he said this is what I will do.  
Translate here:   

I will tare down my barns and I will build bigger ones, 

Translate here:   

and then I will store all my grain, and my goods, 

Translate here:   

and I will say to myself.  
Translate here:   

You have plenty of good things laid up for years.  
Translate here:   

Take life easy. Eat, drink and be merry.”  
Translate here:   

But God said to him, 

Translate here:   

“You fool, this night your life will be demanded from you. 
Translate here:   

Then what will you get from all the things you have prepared for yourself?” 

Translate here:   

Jesus opens this up so that we can understand it. 
Translate here:   

Listen to the word of the Lord.  
Translate here:   

“This is how it will be with anyone, who stores up things for himself, 

Translate here:   

but is not rich toward God.”  
Translate here:   

Storing up things for yourself and all that emphasis on putting money in the bank 

Translate here:   

and building a better house for yourself, doesn’t harmonize with Proverbs.  
Translate here:   

Proverbs says that the blessing of the Lord makes a person rich 

Translate here:   

and he adds no sorrow to it.”  
Translate here:   

I believe that the richness that he is referring to here is about what Jesus talks about 

Translate here:   

when he speaks of richness toward God.  
Translate here:   

“Then Jesus said to his disciples.  
Translate here:   

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

Translate here:   

what you shall eat, or about your body, what you will wear.  
Translate here:   

Life is more than food and the body more than clothes.  
Translate here:   

Consider the ravens.  They do not sew or reap.  
Translate here:   

They have no storeroom or barn.  God feeds them.  
Translate here:   

How much more valuable are you than the birds.” 

Translate here:   

Let’s seek true riches.  
Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

