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064 Delight in Knowledge - Thursday

Translate here:   

In the last two sessions of A Proverb A Day, we have talked about true riches.  

Translate here:   

We learned that the blessing of the Lord makes a man rich 

Translate here:   

and he adds no sorrow to it.  

Translate here:   

Moving on to another Proverb for today, listen to what we hear in Proverbs 10 verse 23. 

Translate here:   

In the New Living Testament, it says, 

Translate here:   

“Doing wrong is fun for a fool, 

Translate here:   

while wise conduct is a pleasure to the wise.” 

Translate here:   

In the New International Version it says, 

Translate here:   

“A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, 

Translate here:   

but a man of understanding delights in wisdom.”  

Translate here:   

I believe that true riches are found in knowing Jesus.  

Translate here:   

The knowledge of God is the most valuable thing we can have. 

Translate here:   

Remember how we read that wisdom is better than rubies, silver and gold?  

Translate here:   

Knowing Jesus is the most wonderful thing in the world.  

Translate here:   

Those who don’t know him have to get their pleasure from somewhere else.

Translate here:   

The King James Version tells us,  

Translate here:   

“To a fool, it is a sport or a game to do mischief, 

Translate here:   

but a man of understanding has wisdom.”  

Translate here:   

Mischief is evil conduct, disgusting things, and obscene things.  

Translate here:   

People who do not know Jesus have to seek their pleasure in sin. 

Translate here:   

But, as we have already learned in our study of Proverbs chapter 2, 

Translate here:   

wisdom will save you from evil people, 

Translate here:   

from those whose speech is corrupt.  

Translate here:   

Evil people purposefully turn from right ways to walk down dark and evil paths.  

Translate here:   

They rejoice in doing wrong 

Translate here:   

and they enjoy seeing evil turn things upside down and destroy things.  

Translate here:   

What they do is crooked, and their ways are wrong.” 

Translate here:   

They take total delight in evil.  

Translate here:   

They take their pleasure in sin.  

Translate here:   

They are lovers of sin more than lovers of God. 

Translate here:   

Jesus addresses this directly in chapter 3 

Translate here:   

when he talks about the judgment that awaits these people.  

Translate here:   

In verse 21 he says there is no judgment awaiting those who trust him.  

Translate here:   

People who trust Jesus are not going to be judged, 

Translate here:   

but those who do not trust him have already been judged 

Translate here:   

for not believing in the only Son of God.  

Translate here:   

Their judgment is based on this fact, 

Translate here:   

the light from heaven came into the world, 

Translate here:   

but they loved the darkness more than the light, 

Translate here:   

for their actions were evil. 

Translate here:   

You may wonder if Jesus ever read Proverbs chapter 10 verse 23? 

Translate here:   

You know he did. He lived about a 1000 years after Solomon, the author of Proverbs.

Translate here:   

Proverbs says, “A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct.”  

Translate here:   

Jesus is telling us here in the Gospel of John approximately the same thing:

Translate here:   

people who love darkness stay away from the light.  

Translate here:   

They hate the light because they want to sin in the darkness.  

Translate here:   

They stay away from the light 

Translate here:   

for fear that their sins will be exposed and they will be punished.  

Translate here:   

But those who do what is right come to the light gladly, 

Translate here:   

so that everyone can see that they are doing what God wants.  

Translate here:   

It is clear here that Jesus is agreeing with the writer of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

about those people who love sin, who take pleasure in sin.  

Translate here:   

They don’t come to the light 

Translate here:   

and consequently they do not gain wisdom.  

Translate here:   

They do not gain knowledge of God, 

Translate here:   

because they wish to take their pleasure somewhere else. 

Translate here:   

They are seeking their pleasure in momentary sin. 

Translate here:   

“But a man of understanding has wisdom.”  

Translate here:   

Wisdom will save you from evil people, 

Translate here:   

It will save you from those with corrupt speech.  

Translate here:   

Proverbs says, Get wisdom.  

Translate here:   

We have emphasized this many times in our study of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

but here it is one more time. 

Translate here:   

Get wisdom.  Get understanding.  

Translate here:   

Let’s go the book of Colossians chapter 1 verses 9 through 13.  

Translate here:   

Paul says, “So we have continued praying for you ever since we first heard about you. 

Translate here:   

We ask God to give you a complete understanding…

Translate here:   

understanding of what he wants you to do with your lives.  

Translate here:   

We need to know the will of God for our lives.  

Translate here:   

Paul is praying for the church….

Translate here:   

that we would have complete understanding of what God wants for our lives. 

Translate here:   

Would you rather do what you want to do 

Translate here:   

or do what God wants you to do? 

Translate here:   

I will tell you how it is for me.  

Translate here:   

I have not the ability to make a good decision for myself. 

Translate here:   

I am not smart enough to pick out for myself a pathway of real pleasure.  

Translate here:   

Oh, I have ideas about what would make me happy. 

Translate here:   

But I have found out that God is able to bless me exceedingly abundantly 

Translate here:   

beyond what I could ask for or even expect.  

Translate here:   

I want to tell you that doing the will of God is far more pleasurable than doing your own will.  

Translate here:   

Paul prays for the church ….

Translate here:   

that they will learn to do what God wants them to do with their lives.  

Translate here:   

Paul says “We ask the Father to make you wise with spiritual wisdom, 

Translate here:   

then you will always live with honor and please the Lord 

Translate here:   

and you will continually do good and kind things for others. 

Translate here:   

All the while you will learn to know God better and better.” 

Translate here:   

“The blessing of God makes a man rich.”  

Translate here:   

That richness comes in knowing Jesus Christ.  

Translate here:   

Paul says “We also pray that you will be strengthened with his glorious power.”  

Translate here:   

Here is a connection between knowing God 

Translate here:   

and having dynamite in your lives, having power in your lives.  

Translate here:   

It is the ability to confront not only evil, 

Translate here:   

but even better, to confront discouragement and fear.  

Translate here:   

How would you like to have victory over that feeling that you can’t make it 

Translate here:   

or victory over that feeling that you can’t do it?  

Translate here:   

How many of us wake up in the morning with an attitude of another day of failure, 

Translate here:   

another day of not getting ahead, 

Translate here:   

another day of being beat up by circumstances?  

Translate here:   

I have got to face those bills.  

Translate here:   

I have got to face those people at work. 

Translate here:   

“We pray that you will be strengthened with this glorious power, 

Translate here:   

so that you will have all the patience and endurance that you need.” 

Translate here:   

This power is tied to knowledge of God.  

Translate here:   

The wise man delights in knowledge.  

Translate here:   

He delights in wisdom.  

Translate here:   

A man of understanding delights in wisdom.  

Translate here:   

Let’s get understanding. Let’s delight is wisdom.  

Translate here:   

Paul says that, “he wants you to have this wisdom 

Translate here:   

so that you will be filled with joy, 

Translate here:   

always thanking the Father, who enabled you to share in the inheritance 

Translate here:   

that belongs to God’s holy people who live in the light. 

Translate here:   

This is what Jesus is talking about. 

Translate here:   

Live in the light.  

Translate here:   

You don’t have to fear the darkness, 

Translate here:   

for he has rescued us from the one who rules the darkness. 

Translate here:   

He has brought us into the kingdom of his dear holy Son, 

Translate here:   

where there is victory through the knowledge of God.” 

Translate here:   

True riches! 

Translate here:   

The wisest thing you can do is get to know Jesus.  

Translate here:   

I read a report from China about a man who set off to lead someone to Christ. 

Translate here:   

In the previous 23 years, he hadn’t led anyone to Christ. 

Translate here:   

But within a matter of weeks he had led a number of people to Christ.  

Translate here:   

Within 8 years he had started hundreds of churches. 

Translate here:   

I think that it was reported that 90,000 believers had come into the knowledge of God 

Translate here:   

because of the ministry that was flowing through this man.  

Translate here:   

Is that possible?  

Translate here:   

There was a reason for the 23 years that he did not lead anyone to Christ; 

Translate here:   

He had been locked up in solitary confinement in prison.  

Translate here:   

He had been imprisoned for his faith in the country of China.  

Translate here:   

In China there have been periods of severe persecution of the church, 

Translate here:   

where merely calling on the name of Jesus was a capital crime against the leaders of the country.  

Translate here:   

This particular man was locked up in solitary confinement for 23 years. 

Translate here:   

The man that interviewed him and wrote the article that I read, asked him, 

Translate here:   

“How is it possible for you to have led this many people to the Lord?”  

Translate here:   

“How did God give you the power?”  

Translate here:   

He said that it was the solitary confinement.  

Translate here:   

While he was in solitary confinement, he learned who God was.  

Translate here:   

He grew in knowledge of God.  

Translate here:   

He figured out how to commune with Jesus.  

Translate here:   

It wasn’t easy.  

Translate here:   

He said in the first 4 or 5 years that he resisted being in prison.  

Translate here:   

He was angry about the whole thing.  

Translate here:   

Then he began to realize that it was an opportunity to seek the face of the Father. 

Translate here:   

The man who wrote the article asked, 

Translate here:   

“How does this affect me?  I am not locked up in prison.”  

Translate here:   

He said, “You need to build a cell.” 

Translate here:   

You need to have a place where you can go 

Translate here:   

and get alone with God, to know him.  

Translate here:   

I want to tell you, reading this has convicted me.  

Translate here:   

Within a day of reading this, I read another article by another man.

Translate here:   

He had lived in the 1800’s in England, a great man of God.  

Translate here:   

He said that the highest purpose that God had given him, 

Translate here:   

that thing that he was commanded to do by God was…

Translate here:   

to take pleasure in God, to enjoy Him.  

Translate here:   

To take pleasure in the Lord!  

Translate here:   

He said the way that I take pleasure in the Lord is by getting alone with him, 

Translate here:   

by talking with him and communing with him and listening to him.  

Translate here:   

Alleluia!  Knowledge of Jesus! Knowledge of God!  

Translate here:   

This has convicted me also. 

Translate here:   

How much time do I spend getting to know God.  

Translate here:   

That 1 or 2 hours a day that I may be watching a basketball game,… 

Translate here:   

should it be replaced with time spent alone with God in the midst of my busy day?  

Translate here:   

What about your day?  Where do you have time? 

Translate here:   

There surely is some time that you have to spend knowing God.  

Translate here:   

We need to know him. 

Translate here:   

As we know him better, 

Translate here:   

his divine power gives us everything we need for living a Godly life.  

Translate here:   

This is what Peter writes in chapter 1 verse 3. 

Translate here:   

“He has called us to receive his own glory and goodness, 

Translate here:   

and by that same mighty power, he has given all of his rich and wonderful promises.”  

Translate here:   

He has promised us that we will escape the decadence 

Translate here:   

that is all around us caused by evil desires, 

Translate here:   

and that we will share in his divine nature.  

Translate here:   

Wise conduct is a pleasure to the wise.  

Translate here:   

Let’s seek that wisdom today.  

Translate here:   

Let’s take time to get to know God.  

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

 

