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067 Be Glad – Tuesday

Translate here:   

We have mentioned that chapter 10 of Proverbs is a collection of contrasts, 

Translate here:   

such as fear with faith, and destruction with established foundations.  

Translate here:   

Today we are going to cover Proverbs 10:27 through 10:30. 

Translate here:   

They will be treated as a group. 

Translate here:   

Although there are different things discussed in them, 

Translate here:   

the basic comparison is between righteousness and unrighteousness,

Translate here:   

or a comparison between the good and the wicked.  

Translate here:   

Listen as we read the word of the Lord: Proverbs 10:27.  

Translate here:   

“The fear of the Lord prolongs the days, 

Translate here:   

but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.  

Translate here:   

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness, 

Translate here:   

but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.  

Translate here:   

The way of the Lord is strength to the upright, 

Translate here:   

but destruction shall be for the workers of iniquity.  

Translate here:   

The righteous shall never be removed, 

Translate here:   

but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.” 

Translate here:   

Did you hear the contrasts: the righteous, the wicked, the righteous, the wicked?  

Translate here:   

This entire chapter of Proverbs makes these contrasts.  

Translate here:   

If you were to read this chapter at least once a month, 

Translate here:   

you would have these contrasts placed deep in your heart and soul. 

Translate here:   

You would know that God is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him. 

Translate here:   

You would know that there is profit from following God.  

Translate here:   

Proverbs says that, “..the fear of the Lord prolongs days.”  

Translate here:   

I heard of a study recently, where the doctors studied the residents of nursing homes. 

Translate here:   

They investigated the people who lived long lives.  

Translate here:   

What they discovered was that people of faith, Christians, lived longer. 

Translate here:   

Christians had better health and a better outlook on life than the non-Christians. 

Translate here:   

We should not be surprised at that fact. 

Translate here:   

Proverbs says that the fear of the Lord prolongs days, 

Translate here:   

but the days of the wicked shall be shortened. 

Translate here:   

Often have I seen people that were 40 or 50 years old 

Translate here:   

that looked like they were 60 or 70 years old. 

Translate here:   

And I discovered that they had lived a life of sin.  

Translate here:   

Often, alcohol or worry has wasted their minds and bodies away. 

Translate here:   

Righteousness prolongs our days.  Alleluia.  

Translate here:   

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness, 

Translate here:   

but the expectation of the wicked shall perish. 

Translate here:   

The fears of the wicked, as we learned yesterday, come upon them.  

Translate here:   

They get what they believe for.  

Translate here:   

Their faith in fear, their honest believing for disaster results in their fears coming to pass. 

Translate here:   

If you listened yesterday, I talked about Job having a fear for disaster.

Translate here:   

He said, “They thing I feared has come upon me.”  

Translate here:   

In looking at all of these verses, I would like to focus on this fact:

Translate here:   

“The hope of the righteous shall be gladness.”

Translate here:   

This hope is for good to come out of our problems,

Translate here:   

and not fear the worst will happen.  

Translate here:   

We are going to see something that is not well-known.  

Translate here:   

If you are a brother or sister in Christ, you will find this to be absolutely true, 

Translate here:   

but you may not have thought of it this way.  

Translate here:   

When we think about gladness, we usually think about everything going well for us.  

Translate here:   

We may have good meals, nice homes, and nice clothes to wear. 

Translate here:   

People may think about what a wonderful person we are. 

Translate here:   

Gladness is mentioned in the New Testament several times. 

Translate here:   

Surprisingly, it is almost always mentioned in association with suffering and persecution.  

Translate here:   

 In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus says, 

Translate here:   

“God blesses you when you are mocked and persecuted for being my followers.”  

Translate here:   

He says, “Be happy about it, be very glad for a great reward awaits you in heaven.  

Translate here:   

Remember the ancient prophets were persecuted too.”  

Translate here:   

God’s ways are not our ways and our ways are not God’s ways.  

Translate here:   

Naturally speaking, we wouldn’t describe gladness as what we feel when we were being mocked and persecuted. 

Translate here:   

In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus says you are blessed when you are mocked. 

Translate here:   

You are blessed when you are persecuted and lied about because you are Jesus’ followers.

Translate here:   

Be very glad for great is your reward in Heaven. 

Translate here:   

In a minute, we will see that some people get mocked and lied about, 

Translate here:   

but it is not because they were followers of Jesus.  

Translate here:   

But Jesus says, if your diligent search for me makes you so different from everybody else 

Translate here:   

that they begin to mock you and persecute you, well then, be glad.  

Translate here:   

In the book of Proverbs it says, 

Translate here:   

the hope of the righteous shall be gladness. 

Translate here:   

Jesus adds a twist to this statement that is very unusual.  

Translate here:   

He says be glad when you are in difficulty. 

Translate here:   

The Apostle Paul also spoke about gladness. 

Translate here:   

Interestingly enough, his gladness was associated suffering too.  

Translate here:   

Many of us are aware that Paul had a thorn in his flesh. 

Translate here:   

Are we aware of the fact that he was happy about it, that he was glad about it? 

Translate here:   

Listen as we read in 2 Corinthians chapter 12, verses 7 through10.  

Translate here:   

Paul says, “I was given a thorn in my flesh, 

Translate here:   

a messenger from Satan to torment me to keep me from getting proud.”  

Translate here:   

There has been a lot of speculation as to what that thorn in his flesh was.  

Translate here:   

Some have felt he had a lingering illness.

Translate here:   

Some thought he had poor eyesight.  

Translate here:   

Others have believed that a group of people constantly followed him, 

Translate here:   

and persecuted him because he was teaching the Gospel of grace. 

Translate here:   

He was persecuted for trying to set people free from the death associated with the law. 

Translate here:   

Whatever it was he was told by the Lord three different times when he asked the Lord to take it away, 

Translate here:   

“My grace is sufficient for you.” 

Translate here:   

And he didn’t only tell him “his grace was sufficient for him.” 

Translate here:   

But the Lord added “my power works best in your weakness.”  

Translate here:   

So Paul responds by saying, “Now I am glad, I am glad.” 

Translate here:   

He says, “I am glad to boast about my weakness.” 

Translate here:   

Are you glad to boast about your weakness?  

Translate here:   

He says, “I am glad to boast about my weakness, 

Translate here:   

so that the power of Christ may work through me. 

Translate here:   

Since I know it is all for Christ’s good, I am quite content with my weaknesses.  

Translate here:   

I am content with insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities… 

Translate here:   

…for when I am weak I am strong.” 

Translate here:   

When we read about gladness in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:   

most of us think that the hope of the righteous shall be a different kind of gladness. 

Translate here:   

We would probably think in a natural way about having our barns filled with grain 

Translate here:   

or about having a big paycheck. 

Translate here:   

We would think of being well-off financially.  

Translate here:   

When we get into the Gospels, reading what Jesus has to say about it, 

Translate here:   

we discover that the gladness is associated with suffering, with insult, and with persecutions.  

Translate here:   

Paul says, “I am glad to boast about my weaknesses 

Translate here:   

so that the power of Christ may work through me.”  

Translate here:   

Some of us may be experiencing weakness this morning.  

Translate here:   

Some of us are experiencing insults and persecutions, 

Translate here:   

because we have taken a stand for righteousness. 

Translate here:   

We have been sickened by the fleshly things that are happening. 

Translate here:   

So many people around us are insensitive to the holiness of God. 

Translate here:   

Paul goes on to say, “When I am weak, I am strong.”  

Translate here:   

He was glad, because he knew that God’s power was perfected in his weakness.  Praise the Lord.  

Translate here:   

Let’s go to First Peter.  

Translate here:   

Peter is talking about gladness in the same way.  

Translate here:   

In First Peter chapter 1, verses 5 through 7… 

Translate here:   

Peter says, “God in his mighty power will protect you until you receive salvation, 

Translate here:   

because you are trusting him.  

Translate here:   

It will be revealed on the last day for all to see.”  

Translate here:   

Then he says, “So be truly glad.”  

Translate here:   

Now we are talking about the gladness of the righteous mentioned in Proverbs, Chapter 10. 

Translate here:   

The Apostle Peter says, “Be truly glad.”  

Translate here:   

He is saying that there is a gladness that is a more true gladness. 

Translate here:   

He is saying there is a more wonderful joy ahead, 

Translate here:   

even though it is necessary for you to endure trials for a while. 

Translate here:   

He says these trials are only to test your faith to show that it is strong and pure.  

Translate here:   

It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold.  

Translate here:   

Your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold.  

Translate here:   

So if your faith remains strong, after being tried by fiery trial, 

Translate here:   

it will bring you much praise and glory and honor 

Translate here:   

in the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 

Translate here:   

Peter says to be truly glad.  

Translate here:   

He says there is a more true gladness, 

Translate here:   

This gladness comes when you endure persecution, trials and temptations, even the fiery trials.  

Translate here:   

He says if you go through the fiery trials,  

Translate here:   

then you can be truly glad . Praise the Lord.  

Translate here:   

In chapter 4 he goes on.  

Translate here:   

Peter says, “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through 

Translate here:   

as if something strange were happening to you.  

Translate here:   

Instead be very glad, 

Translate here:   

because these trials will make you partners with Christ and his suffering… 

Translate here:   

…afterwards you will have the wonderful joy of sharing his glory 

Translate here:   

when it is displayed to all the world.” 

Translate here:   

The principle is that unless you suffer with him, 

Translate here:   

you are not going to reign with him.  

Translate here:   

Unless you suffer with Christ, you are not going to reign with Christ.  

Translate here:   

Remember in Matthew chapter 5, Jesus told us that God blesses you 

Translate here:   

when you are mocked and persecuted and lied about because you are his follows.  

Translate here:   

Jesus said, “Be very glad, for great is your reward in heaven.” 

Translate here:   

Peter says, if you suffer, however it must not be for murder, 

Translate here:   

or for stealing, or making trouble or prying into other people’s affairs.  

Translate here:   

You would not be suffering for Christ’s sake.  

Translate here:   

It is a shame, he is showing us here, to suffer for the wrong reasons.  

Translate here:   

He says you are not going to get any glory if you suffer for the wrong reasons.  

Translate here:   

There is a suffering that comes about from sin.  

Translate here:   

There is a suffering that comes about for making trouble. 

Translate here:   

There is a suffering that comes for being a gossip 

Translate here:   

and prying into other people’s affairs.  

Translate here:   

That suffering is not going to bring you glory or gladness.  

Translate here:   

But if you suffer according to God’s will, 

Translate here:   

and keep on doing what is right 

Translate here:   

and trust yourself to God who made you, 

Translate here:   

he will never fail you, so be exceedingly glad.  Alleluia! 

Transfer here:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Transfer here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Transfer here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Transfer here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

