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069 False Balances – Thursday

Translate here:  

My daughter Melissa has written a song.

Translate here:  

The title is “My Ways Are Not Your Ways.” 

Translate here:  

In the song, the chorus repeats it.  “My Ways Are Not Your Ways.” 

Translate here:  

That is absolutely true regarding God’s ways compared to our ways.  

Translate here:  

Today we are going to be looking at riches.  

Translate here:  

Everybody is interested in riches.  

Translate here:  

Everybody would like to have riches.  

Translate here:  

A few weeks ago, we looked at what the Bible called true riches.  

Translate here:  

We are going to look at riches again today, 

Translate here:  

We are taken there once again by Proverbs chapter 11 verse 1. 

Translate here:  

It says, “That a false balance is an abomination to the Lord, 

Translate here:  

but a just weight is his delight.” 

Translate here:  

In the New Living Testament, it says, 

Translate here:  

“The Lord hates cheating, but he delights in honesty.” 

Translate here:  

A false balance is a subject that is often discussed in the Old Testament. 

Translate here:  

As you can imagine, a false balance is one way that people get rich; 

Translate here:  

so one thing leads to another; 

Translate here:  

people who get rich illegally develop attitudes of greed and try other schemes to get even richer..  

Translate here:  

We are going to talk first about false balances 

Translate here:  

and then we are going to talk about riches. 

Translate here:  

We want to look at how these things fit into our Christian worldview. 

Translate here:  

Let’s start with the concept of a false balance.  

Translate here:  

In the time that the Bible was written, 

Translate here:  

merchants, trading in the streets or in the market places, often used false balances.

Translate here:  

The scales were made of an upright pole in the center 

Translate here:  

with a cross piece on top of the pole. 

Translate here:  

At each end of the crosspiece, two little chains hung suspended from it, 

Translate here:  

and 2 platforms were attached to it for weighing one thing the same weight as the other.  

Translate here:  

On one platform a weight would be placed, a known weight of perhaps one or two pounds. 

Translate here:  

On the other side was placed the item that was being bought.  

Translate here:  

This is how you knew that you were getting two pounds of grain. 

Translate here:  

There was a two-pound weight on one side and two pounds of grain on the other side. 

Translate here:  

When the arm on the top of the pole was level, you knew you had two pounds of grain. 

Translate here:  

Apparently there was a common practice for people to attempt to get rich by using false weights or false balances.  

Translate here:  

In other words, they would have a weight on the left of the balance that was said to weigh two pounds. 

Translate here:  

In fact maybe it weighed only one pound and 12 ounces. 

Translate here:  

Using this false balance, the merchant could have bought a full two pounds from someone else 

Translate here:  

and sold his customer one pound and 12 ounces as though it were 2 pounds 

Translate here:  

He would still have 4 ounces left to sell 

Translate here:  

and he would gain extra profit.. 

Translate here:  

He would have been using the false weight to gain riches, or money. 

Translate here:  

In America, this problem has been solved by having government agencies test commercial scales 

Translate here:  

in order to be sure that they are accurate.  

Translate here:  

If you go into an American store today that uses scales, 

Translate here:  

you will find on the side of the scale a small stamp or piece of paper. 

Translate here:  

It says this scale has been tested and determined to be accurate. 

Translate here:  

Without having some impartial agency to verify whether or not a scale is accurate, 

Translate here:  

it is very possible to have a false scale or a false weight.

Translate here:  

Scales are adjustable and they are known to accidentally get out of adjustment at times.  

Translate here:  

The scripture tells us in Proverbs chapter 11 that a false balance is an abomination to the Lord.  

Translate here:  

He hates it. 

Translate here:  

The Living Bible removes the reference to the “false scale” and says simply, “The Lord hates cheating.”  

Translate here:  

The Lord hates cheating, but he delights in honesty.  

Translate here:  

The whole reason people use false scales or inaccurate scales is to make money or to get rich.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs chapter 11, verse 4, tells us clearly that riches profit not in the day of wrath, 

Translate here:  

but righteousness delivers from death.  

Translate here:  

The very thing that people are trying to accomplish, getting rich, won’t really help them anyhow, 

Translate here:  

because riches don’t profit anyone in the day of wrath.  

Translate here:  

When the day of the Lord comes, 

Translate here:  

it doesn’t matter how much money you have got.  

Translate here:  

The only thing that will deliver you from death is righteousness. 

Translate here:  

Let’s take a look at other places in the scripture where it talks about the false scales.  

Translate here:  

We continue to connect the book of Proverbs to the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Translate here:  

Nonetheless, the fact is that most of the false and dishonest scales are found the Old Testament. 

Translate here:  

They are mentioned several times in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

In Proverbs 16:11, it says, 

Translate here:  

“A just weight and balance are the Lord’s.  

Translate here:  

All the weights in the bag are his work.” 

Translate here:  

“Just and right is He,” the scripture tells us. 

Translate here:  

Just weights and balances are designed by the Lord 

Translate here:  

as a means by which we can be honest with each other.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 20:23 says, 

Translate here:  

“Diverse weights are an abomination to the Lord, 

Translate here:  

and a false balance is not good.”  

Translate here:  

Diverse means differing weights.  

Translate here:  

They may appear the same, but they don’t weigh the same. 

Translate here:  

The Lord hates cheating, but he delights in honesty.  

Translate here:  

In Leviticus, we are told there is a law.  

Translate here:  

“You shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, weight or in measure.  

Translate here:  

Just balances, just epha, just hin shall you have.  

Translate here:  

I am the Lord your God which brought you out of the land of Egypt.”  

Translate here:  

In Leviticus, it talks not only about the weights, 

Translate here:  

but it says a “just epha” and a “just hin”. 

Translate here:  

These are the equivalent to our bushel and peck baskets.  

Translate here:  

We buy apples by the bushel or by the peck. 

Translate here:  

It takes 4 pecks to fill a bushel basket. 

Translate here:  

Well, the epha and the hin are like the bushel and the peck. 

Translate here:  

Imagine if someone manufactured bushel baskets 

Translate here:  

that were just a little smaller than all other bushel baskets. 

Translate here:  

Then you could buy using the big bushel and sell using the little bushel 

Translate here:  

and make a lot more money. 

Translate here:  

You would be dishonest if you did that.  

Translate here:  

You are commanded in the book of Leviticus to have just balances, just weights, just ephas and just hins.  

Translate here:  

In Deuteronomy, it repeats the commandment. 

Translate here:  

“You shall not have in your bag diverse weights, a large weight and a small one.  

Translate here:  

You shall not have in your house diverse measures, a large and a small, 

Translate here:  

but you shall have a perfect and just weight, 

Translate here:  

…and a just measure so that your days may be lengthened in the land which the Lord, your God, gives you.” 

Translate here:  

We have often said that the book of Proverbs is exceedingly practical.  

Translate here:   

God approaches us and gives us some clear instructions for life.

Translate here:  

We may think that if we are good at giving money or time to others,

Translate here:  

That God will overlook our small cheatings with weights and measures.

Translate here:  

God didn’t say that.  You thought that up, in order to justify yourself.

Translate here:  

Actually God promised to lengthen your days on earth if you use just weights.

Translate here:  

Listen again as I read it:  “But you shall have a perfect and just weight, 

Translate here:  

and a just measure so that your days may be lengthened

Translate here:  

So what good is it to get more money by cheating, but don’t live very long to enjoy it?

Translate here:  

He says, “I am telling you that a false balance is an abomination to me. 

Translate here:  

I hate it when you cheat in the business place.”  

Translate here:  

Ezekiel tells us, “Thus says the Lord God, let it be enough for you, Oh princes of Israel.  

Translate here:  

Remove violence and spoil.  

Translate here:  

Execute judgment and justice.  

Translate here:  

Take away your exactions, but my people shall have just balances, and a just epha and a just bath.” 

Translate here:  

Deuteronomy says to do this. Ezekiel says to do this.  

Translate here:  

In Hosea 12 verse 2, the Lord says 

Translate here:  

“I have a controversy with Judea and will punish Jacob according to his ways, 

Translate here:  

according to his doings will he recompense him.  

Translate here:  

He is a merchant, and the balances of deceit are in his hands 

Translate here:  

and he loves to oppress.” 

Translate here:  

So Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Ezekiel, and Hosea all point to Proverbs in this matter of false balances.  

Translate here:  

God finds them to be an abomination.  

Translate here:  

He wants a just weight, a true weight, and a true measure.  

Translate here:  

In the book of Amos, he says, 

Translate here:  

“Here this, all you who swallow up the needy and even to make the poor of the land to fail, 

Translate here:  

saying when will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn.  

Translate here:  

And the Sabbath that we may set forth wheat, making the epha small and the sheckle great, 

Translate here:  

and falsifying the balances by deceit?”  

Translate here:  
Here were a group of people spoken of in the book of Amos 

Translate here:  

that wanted to make the epha small and the sheckle great.  

Translate here:  

They wanted to make more money from every transaction, 

Translate here:  

so they were cheating to get it.  

Translate here:  

But God responded and said to them, 

Translate here:  

“Behold the days come says the Lord, that I will send a famine in the land, 

Translate here:  

not a famine of bread nor of thirst for water, 

Translate here:  

but of the hearing of the words of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

They shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north, even to the east.  

Translate here:  

They shall run to and fro to find the word of the Lord 

Translate here:  

and shall not find it.”  

Translate here:  

God responds to this evil by making the word of God scarce in the land. 

Translate here:  

Could it be that the reason you can not hear and understand the scriptures is 

Translate here:  

because you are practicing cheating in the business world? 

Translate here:  

People who cheat in the business world run to and fro 

Translate here:  

because they want to hear the word of God but they can’t hear it.  

Translate here:  

There is a famine in their lives.  

Translate here:  

They can not hear the word of God 

Translate here:  

because something keeps them from hearing it.  

Translate here:  

What is it? 

Translate here:  

It is their practice of false balances and false weights.  

Translate here:  

They justify doing it because they see others do it 

Translate here:  

and they want the extra money for themselves.  

Translate here:  

But God says a false balance is an abomination to him. 

Translate here:  

Amos prophesies that those who use diverse measures and false weights will run all over the place in the end, 

Translate here:  

trying to hear and understand the word of God, 

Translate here:  

… there will be a famine, 

Translate here:  

and they will not be able to eat or feed on the word of God. 

Translate here:  

Micah chapter 6 says, 

Translate here:  

“The Lord’s voice cries unto the city, 

Translate here:  

are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, 

Translate here:  

and the scant measure that is abominable?”  

Translate here:  

The scant measure is using a weight that weighs less than it should, 

Translate here:  

for the purposes of selling less produce for the same amount of money!  

Translate here:  

Cheating in the business world!  

Translate here:  

Shall I count them pure? 

Translate here:  

Apparently people made a practice of having 2 bags:

Translate here:  

one bag with the correct weights and one bag with the incorrect weights. 

Translate here:  

They would buy with the correct weights and sell with the incorrect weights. 

Translate here:  

All this was done to gain access to more money.  

Translate here:  

In Proverbs 11:4, it says, 

Translate here:  

“Riches shall not profit in the day of wrath, 

Translate here:  

but righteousness will deliver from death.”  

Translate here:  

I pray that we will be encouraged today to be honest, 

Translate here:  

and seek honesty in all of our business transactions. 

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
