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073  Hopes - Wednesday

Translate here:  

Let’s look at the bright side and the dark side. 

Translate here:  

Listen to Proverbs 11:7.  

Translate here:  

“When a wicked man dies, his expectation shall perish, 

Translate here:  

and the hope of unjust men perishes.”  

Translate here:  

This is balanced by the bright side in Proverbs 11:23.  

Translate here:  

“The Godly can look forward to happiness, 

Translate here:  

while the wicked can expect only wrath.”  

Translate here:  

This book of Proverbs is very direct.  

Translate here:  

There are large groups of people today who are simply offended by the Book of Proverbs. 

Translate here:  

They say, “What do you mean I am going to go to hell?  

Translate here:  

What do you mean that anybody is going to go to hell?  

Translate here:  

The wicked?  Who are the wicked?  

Translate here:  

Wickedness is a figment of your imagination.  

Translate here:  

Nobody is wicked anymore.

Translate here:  

If I am wicked, then you are wicked too.

Translate here:  

Then everyone is wicked, but that is wrong.  

Translate here:  

Nobody is wicked anymore.”

Translate here:  

They say that until someone walks into a school system and starts killing children. 

Translate here:   
Suddenly their theology about “no wickedness” is blown away.  

Translate here:  

They can’t deal with it.  

Translate here:  

They can’t deal with the fact that there are wicked people 

Translate here:  

and there are righteous people. 

Translate here:  

There is a heaven and there’s a hell. 

Translate here:  

The writer of the book of Proverbs didn’t have any difficulty at all.  

Translate here:  

He simply said that when a wicked man dies, 

Translate here:  

his expectation, that is, his hope shall perish.”  

Translate here:  

The hopes of unjust men perish, it says.  

Translate here:  

He is agreeing with David who writes in Psalm 9 verse 17 through 19:  

Translate here:  

“The wicked will go down to the grave.  

Translate here:  

This is the fate of all the nations who ignore God, 

Translate here:  

for the needy will not be forgotten forever.  

Translate here:  

The hopes of the poor will not always be crushed.” 

Translate here:  

One of the things that I truly appreciate about the word of God is its honesty.  

Translate here:  

It points out that, yes, there are poor people 

Translate here:  

and, yes, at times they feel as if their hopes are crushed.   

Translate here:  

But it says the needy will not be forgotten forever, 

Translate here:  

and the hopes of the poor will not always be crushed.  

Translate here:  

We will come back to that promise.  

Translate here:  

But before we come to it, let’s think a little bit about what the gospel says 

Translate here:  

about the hope or expectation of the wicked. 

Translate here:  

There is a Bible story about a certain rich man and a diseased beggar named Lazarus.  

Translate here:  

This story will give us a clear picture of the future of both men. 

Translate here:  

Here, the New Testament reveals this grave or Sheol or hell is 

Translate here:  

the same thing that is being referred to in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Listen to Luke chapter 16 starting at verse 19.  

Translate here:  

“Jesus said there was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed, 

Translate here:  

who lived each day in luxury.  

Translate here:  

At his door lay a diseased beggar named Lazarus.  

Translate here:  

As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, 

Translate here:  

the dogs would come and lick his open sores.  

Translate here:  

Finally the beggar died and was carried by the angels to be with Abraham.  

Translate here:  

The rich man also died and was buried 

Translate here:  

and his soul went to the place of the dead.  

Translate here:  

There in torment, he saw Lazarus in the far distance with Abraham.  

Translate here:  

The rich man shouted, “Father Abraham, have some pity.  

Translate here:  

Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

Translate here:  

because I am in anguish in these flames.” 

Translate here:  

But Abraham said to him, “Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, 

Translate here:  

and Lazarus had nothing, 

Translate here:  

so now he is here comforted and you are in anguish, 

Translate here:  

and besides there is a great chasm separating us.  

Translate here:  

Anyone who wants to cross over to you from here is stopped at its edge, 

Translate here:  

and no one there can cross over to us.” 

Translate here:  

Remember in Psalms, it said that the wicked will go down to the grave?  

Translate here:  

Here is a description of that grave.  

Translate here:  

It also says that the needy will not be forgotten forever.  

Translate here:  

The hopes of the poor will not always be crushed. 

Translate here:  

Here is a man Lazarus, who during his lifetime, had his hopes crushed.  

Translate here:  

But consider this: it was only for a short period of time.  

Translate here:  

He may have lived to be forty or fifty or sixty years old.  

Translate here:  

During those years of suffering, he may have had many difficulties.  

Translate here:  

He had open sores on his body, and the dogs came and licked his body.  

Translate here:  

But that present suffering wasn’t worthy to be compared 

Translate here:  

to the glory he was to enter into for eternity.  

Translate here:  

He found himself in the bosom of Abraham for an eternity.  

Translate here:  

A mere few years of pain and sorrow in exchange for an eternity of luxury in the arms of Jesus!  Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

The scriptures are true that when a wicked man dies, his hopes end.  

Translate here:  

Wicked men living in great luxury are like this rich man having fine clothes and good food.  

Translate here:  

They fall into a false security, thinking this is the way it is always going to be.  

Translate here:  

And then like the rich man in the story, they wake up one day in Sheol, in the grave, in hell.  

Translate here:  

Suddenly they are surrounded by torment.  

Translate here:  

It is hot evidently because the rich man is exceedingly thirsty. 

Translate here:  

So from this story we learn quite a bit about what it is like in hell.  

Translate here:  

One of the things that is remarkable about this passage in Luke 16 is the great chasm.  

Translate here:  

It is bad enough to be suffering from the fire of hell and damnation, 

Translate here:  

…but, to be able to see across the chasm and see Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham, 

Translate here:  

…and to see him comfortable, that makes hell even more unbearable. 

Translate here:  

This wicked rich man is not only suffering from fire; 

Translate here:  

he can see across the chasm, and realize what he has missed forever.  

Translate here:  

The story goes on.  

Translate here:  

He cries out to Abraham and says, “Please Father Abraham, send Lazarus to my father’s home, 

Translate here:  

…for I have 5 brothers, and I want him to warn them about this place of torment, 

Translate here:  

so they won’t come here when they die.  

Translate here:  

But Abraham said, Moses and the prophets have warned them.“ 

Translate here:  

He was saying that all the warnings of hell are clearly written out in the scriptures.  

Translate here:  

Moses wrote them out and the prophets wrote them out too.  

Translate here:  

They are written in the Word of God.  

Translate here:  

We see a warning here in Proverbs 11:7:  

Translate here:  

 “When the wicked man dies, his expectations perish.” 

Translate here:  

 In Psalm 9, “The wicked will go down to the grave.” 

Translate here:  

This is clear.  What more warnings could a man ask for?  

Translate here:  

The Bible is a well-respected piece of literature. 

Translate here:  

It is read by more people on the face of the earth than any other literature anywhere, 

Translate here:  

and it clearly states that the wicked are going to go down to the grave.  

Translate here:  

It is not necessary to send somebody back from the bosom of Abraham. 

Translate here:  

The truth is that Moses and the prophets have already warned them

Translate here:  

and they can read their writings any time they want to.  

Translate here:  

The rich man replied,  “No, Father Abraham.  

Translate here:  

But, if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will turn from their sins.”  

Translate here:  

But Abraham said, “If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, 

Translate here:  

they won’t listen even if someone rises from the dead.” 

Translate here:  

That is exactly the condition of many wicked people who are going to go down to the grave.  

Translate here:  

Jesus rose from the grave. 

Translate here:  

He went down into the belly of the earth.  

Translate here:  

He came back.  

Translate here:  

He showed himself and proved his resurrection. 

Translate here:  

Yet, in spite of the dramatic proof of his resurrection, there are many who have not listened, 

Translate here:  

even though one has returned from the dead to declare life. 

Translate here:  

But Proverbs 11:23 says, “The Godly can look forward to happiness.”  

Translate here:  

We have looked at the dark side.  

Translate here:  

We have looked at the grave.  

Translate here:  

We have looked at hell.  

Translate here:  

But what is this happiness?  

Translate here:  

Psalm 62 verse 3 says, “I wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.  

Translate here:  

He alone is my rock and salvation, my fortress where I will not be shaken.  

Translate here:  

My salvation and my honor come from God alone.  

Translate here:  

He is my refuge, my rock where no enemy can reach me.” 

Translate here:  

Alleluia. My hope is in him.  

Translate here:  

It is stated again in Psalm 71.  

Translate here:  

He says, “Deliver me, oh my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 

Translate here:  

out of the hand of unrighteous and cruel men, 

Translate here:  

for you are my hope, Oh Lord God.  

Translate here:  

You are my trust from my youth.” 

Translate here:  

I want to point out that he is saying that Jesus is his hope.  

Translate here:  

He is not saying that he is hoping in the good things that God can give him.  

Translate here:  

He is not hoping in the freedom from illness that is available in Christ.  

Translate here:  

He is not hoping for the financial security that can be found in Christ.  

Translate here:  

He is not hoping for any of the benefits of a relationship with God.  

Translate here:  

He says my hope is in You Lord, and You alone.  

Translate here:  

His hope is in God.  

Translate here:  

When you have God, you have all the benefits of the relationship with God. 

Translate here:  

God didn’t promise us that things were going to be easy. 

Translate here:  

But he did promise us that ultimately we would win.  

Translate here:  

He promised us only a period of trial and suffering, 

Translate here:  

and after that in the long run, he will deliver us.  

Translate here:  

It is the long run that we are looking forward to.  

Translate here:  

This present suffering isn’t worthy to be compared to the eternal weight of glory that we will be given one future day. 

Translate here:  

I see his promises really made real to us in Jeremiah chapter 29.  

Translate here:  

You remember that Israel was a back-slidden nation.  

Translate here:  

They resist God every step of the way.  

Translate here:  

Even after he opened up the Red Sea and drowned Pharaoh’s army.  

Translate here:  

It was only a matter of months later, when Moses disappeared on the mountain, 

Translate here:  

that they made a golden calf and began worshipping idols 

Translate here:  

and gave themselves over to gross sexual immorality. 

Translate here:  

These were a wicked people.

Translate here:  

They were called wicked because their actions were wicked.

Translate here:  

A person’s conduct reveals his character or his heart.  

Translate here:  

Over and over again, God had to chastise them and punish them.  

Translate here:  

In the book of Jeremiah, we find them in the Babylonian captivity, being punished. 

Translate here:  

They were dragged away and became slaves for 70 years in a foreign country.  

Translate here:  

Jeremiah says, “The truth is you will be in Babylon for 70 years.  

Translate here:  

Then I will come to you and do all the good things I have promised and I will bring you home.”

Translate here:  

See, just like the children of Israel, many of us need to be in prison; 

Translate here:  

many of us need to suffer, 

Translate here:  

many of us need to be chastised for a period of time.  

Translate here:  

But the promise is that God will come and bring you home again.  

Translate here:  

Verse 11 of chapter 29 of Jeremiah says, “For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord.  

Translate here:  

They are plans for good, and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  

Translate here:  

Praise the Lord that we have a future and a hope in Christ Jesus.  

Translate here:  

Hope in him today, brothers and sisters. 

Translate here:  

He promises us a great future.  

Translate here:       
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:       
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:       
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:          http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
