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075  Hurt Your Neighbor - Friday

Translate:  
Evidently we cannot be told this often enough…

Translate:  

….how serious it is to sin with our tongue.  

Translate:  
The Apostle James tells us that though the tongue….

Translate:  

….is the smallest part or the smallest member in our body, 

Translate:  
….it is clearly the most wicked.  

Translate:  
We can kill and steal with our hands. 

Translate:  
We have to be next to people to murder them with our hands. 

Translate:  
But, with our tongue we can speak into the air….. 
Translate:  

….and create terrible things thousands of miles away.  

Translate:  
Our tongue needs to be surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

Translate:  
One more time today in Proverbs, this is being emphasized.  

Translate:  
Listen as I read the word from Proverbs 11:9.  

Translate:  
“Evil words destroy one’s friends, 
Translate:  

….but wise discernment rescues the Godly.”  

Translate:  
The King James Version says this,….

Translate:  

….“A hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, 

Translate:  
…..but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.”  

Translate:   

An evil mouth,…. a mouth that destroys…. 

Translate:  
We have a potential to destroy with our mouth.  

Translate:  
The words that we say have such a profound impact 
Translate:  

….on those that we speak about.  

Translate:  
Since listening to A Proverb A Day,….

Translate:  

….have you been monitoring your mouth?  

Translate:  
Have you been listening to your mouth to find out your character….

Translate:  

….and to discover the condition of your heart?  

Translate:  
We have mentioned over and over again the words of the Lord Jesus. 

Translate:  
Jesus says that the mouth speaks of that which the heart is full of.  

Translate:  
Wicked words come from a wicked heart.  

Translate:  
Have you been watching your mouth? 

Translate:  
Proverbs 11:9 talks about a mouth destroying a neighbor.  

Translate:  
The New Testament has a totally new role for us concerning our neighbor.  

Translate:  
We are to do good to our neighbor.  

Translate:  
We are to help our neighbor and not tear him down. 

Translate:  
Do you know the story of the Good Samaritan? 
Translate:  

It clearly tells us how we are to treat our neighbor. 

Translate:  
There was a man who asked Jesus, who is my neighbor. 

Translate:  
Jesus had been asked about the law.  

Translate:  
The great law is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

Translate:  
….and the second law is like it, to love your neighbor as yourself.  

Translate:  
So the man asked, who is my neighbor?  

Translate:  
Jesus gave an illustration of a man who was on a trip, 
Translate:  

…..who was attacked by robbers and left to die. 

Translate:  
They stole his money and beat him up….
Translate:  
….and they left him half dead beside the road. 

Translate:  
Two people came by: a priest and a Levite, 

Translate:  
And both walked on by and left him there.  

Translate:  
Then along came a man who was a despised Samaritan. 

Translate:  
When he saw the man, he felt deep pity.  

Translate:  
He knelt beside him and soothed his wounds with medicine.

Translate:  

He put bandages on them.  

Translate:  
He poured in the oil and the wine.
Translate:  

Oil and wine were commonly used for such purposes in those days.  

Translate:  
The Samaritan was not considered to be a religious or good person.
Translate:  
Yet, he took the man to a local inn, 
Translate:  

….and paid for him to have a room to stay in.  

Translate:  
He said to the innkeeper, if I haven’t paid you enough money, 

Translate:  
…..when I come back I will pay you the balance of it.  

Translate:  
Then Jesus asked, which of these three people was a neighbor? 
Translate:  

…..a good neighbor to the man attacked by bandits? 

Translate:  
It was obvious that it was the one who had showed him mercy.  

Translate:  
He was truly his neighbor. 

Translate:  
Let’s put ourselves in a church setting. 

Translate:  
Let’s take an example of 3 people in our local congregation.  

Translate:  
In their midst they see someone who has been beaten up by sin.  

Translate:  
They see someone who has been robbed of his dignity.

Translate:  
He is now in a miserable condition.  

Translate:  
He is suffering the trouble that comes from sin.  

Translate:  
We talked yesterday about trouble that comes from 3 sources: 

Translate:  
….one, from our sin, ….

Translate:  

….two, from pressure that God places on our lives to purify us, 
Translate:  

….and three, from godliness. 

Translate:  
Godliness brings persecution. 
Translate:  

II Timothy 3:12 says that all who live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

Translate:  
Today we are talking about a Christian congregation, 

Translate:  
and someone in that congregation is suffering from sin.  

Translate here:

They have fallen from grace.  

Translate:  
They have gotten themselves in deep trouble.  

Translate:  
Now let’s say there are 3 people: 

Translate:  
….a deacon, an usher and someone that comes to church occasionally.  

Translate:  
When the deacon looks at that person that’s fallen from grace, 

Translate:  
….he may simply walk on by him and say to himself, 

Translate:  
….“Oh, what a sad thing about that man’s sinful life.” 

Translate:  
And he walks by him.   

Translate:  
And next the usher see the sinner and thinks, 

Translate:  
“Well, I guess I ought to give him a place to sit, 

Translate:  
…..but everybody knows that this person is wicked.”  

Translate:  
Next the occasional church-goer sees the man. 

Translate:  
The occasional church goes has had his own struggle with sin, 
Translate:  

And he has found a bit of peace with God.  

Translate:  
He is the one who will pour in the oil and the wine. 

Translate:  
He is the one who will minister to that person who is struggling with sin.  

Translate:  
Proverbs says,  “A hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor,” 

Translate:  
but then there are those who pour in the oil and the wine. 

Translate:  
When they see somebody who is suffering, 

Translate:  
from having been beaten by Satan….
Translate:  

….robbed, killed, and destroyed by sin, 

Translate:  
…..he was working at the bidding of Satan. 

Translate:  
Satan come into his life and led him on this pathway of sin. 

Translate:  
Who pours in the oil and the wine?  

Translate:  
Is it the religious-acting folk?

Translate:  
Or is it the righteous folk, 

Translate:  
….the ones who have wise discernment? 

Translate:  
Not everyone who acts religious knows God.

Translate:  
Not everyone who acts religious is kind-hearted.

Translate:  
The religious person and the righteous person may be very different people.  

Translate:  
Evil words destroy one’s friends, 
Translate:  

….but wise discernment rescues the Godly.  

Translate:  
We are commanded to love our neighbor.  

Translate:  
In Romans 13, Paul says, 

Translate:  
“Pay all of your debts except your love for others.”  

Translate:  
You can never finish paying the debt of love.  

Translate:  
If you love your neighbor,… 
Translate:  

….the scripture says you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law.  

Translate:  
So the commandments against adultery, murder, against stealing and coveting,

Translate:  
and any other commandment are all summed up in this one commandment: 

Translate:  
love your neighbor as yourself.  

Translate:  
Love does no one any wrong, 

Translate:  
so love satisfies all of God’s requirements.  

Translate:  
Now love will control your tongue.  

Translate:  
Evil words destroy a person, 

Translate:  
but there are other words that will build a person up, 

Translate:  
words that will heal and restore him, 

Translate:  
words that will help deliver him from that world of sin.  

Translate:  
Paul, in writing to the Galatians, said, 

Translate:  
“You have been called to live in freedom, 

Translate:  
not freedom to satisfy your sinful nature, 

Translate:  
but freedom to serve one another in love.”  

Translate:  
He says the whole law can be summed up in this one command.  

Translate:  
 “Love your neighbor as yourself.  

Translate:  
When there is sin and lust among yourselves, 

Translate:  
you are always biting and devouring one another.  

Translate:  
Watch out! Beware of destroying one another.”  

Translate:  
You see, I am certain that Paul read Proverbs 11:9, where it says, 

Translate:  
 “A hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor.”  

Translate:  
Paul says, “Watch out. 

Translate:  
You have been given a royal commandment to love your neighbor.  

Translate:  
But instead of showing love among yourselves, 

Translate:  
you are always biting and devouring one another. 

Translate:  
Beware of destroying one another.”  

Translate:  
Yes, brothers and sisters in Christ, this happens inside the church. 

Translate:  
There are those who bite and devour one another with evil words.  

Translate:  
With evil words, they destroy one another, 

Translate:  
and still call themselves Christians, 

Translate here:  

and sometimes call themselves deacons, 

Translate here:  

and ushers and preachers and reverends.  

Translate here:  

Just like in the story of the Good Samaritan, 

Translate here:  

there are those so-called religious people who are not truly religious, 

Translate here:  

because by their tongues, by their evil words, 

Translate here:  

they use them to destroy their neighbor.  

Translate here:  

Paul tells us again to put away all falsehood and tell your neighbor the truth, 

Translate here:  

because we belong to each other. 

Translate here:  

Now let’s divide the word of God here.  

Translate here:  

Well, it may be true that this person is a sinner.  

Translate here:  

That doesn’t mean that we ought to ignore his sin. 

Translate here:  

He may be running around with their neighbor’s wife or something like that.  

Translate here:  

No! We are commanded to put away all falsehood and tell the truth. 

Translate here:  

We are told how to do it.  

Translate here:  

We are to speak the truth in love, the scripture says.  

Translate here:  

We speak the truth in love.  

Translate here:  

We don’t deny the fact that this person is in a state of sin.  

Translate here:  

When we speak the truth in love, we are pouring in the oil and the wine.  

Translate here:  

We go them and we say, 

Translate here:  

“We know your struggle.  

Translate here:  

We know that you are having a problem with alcohol.  

Translate here:  

We know you are having a problem with drugs.  

Translate here:  

We know that you are having a problem with the lottery.  

Translate here:  

You are not feeding your family, 

Translate here:  

because you are standing in that line of people buying that ticket. 

Translate here:  

You could have bought bread to feed your family, but you threw it away.  

Translate here:  

We see these things happening in your life.  

Translate here:  

But we are here to say look, we want to help you.  

Translate here:  

We truly want to help you.  

Translate here:  

We want to pour in the oil and the wine.”  

Translate here:  

So we speak the truth, but we speak the truth in love.  

Translate here:  

In chapter 4 verses 11-12  the Apostle James tells us, 

Translate here:  

“Don’t speak evil against each other, my dear brothers and sisters. 

Translate here:  

If you criticize each other and condemn each other, 

Translate here:  

then you are criticizing and condemning God’s law.  

Translate here:  

But you are not a judge to decide whether the law is right or wrong.  

Translate here:  

Your job is to obey it. 

Translate here:  

God alone who made the law can rightly judge among us.  

Translate here:  

He alone has the power to save or destroy. 

Translate here:  

So what right do you have to condemn your neighbor?  

Translate here:  

Don’t speak evil against each other.”  

Translate here:  

He is agreeing with Proverbs 11:9.  

Translate here:  

“A hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, 

Translate here:  

but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.” 

Translate here:  

I’d like to go back to an earlier teaching from the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Just to remind you, it speaks of knowledge, the highest knowledge being the knowledge of God.  

Translate here:  

The highest knowledge is the knowledge of the way Jesus did things.  

Translate here:  

Remember when Jesus was confronted by the religious leaders with a woman caught in adultery. 

Translate here:  

He said to her.  “Woman, go and sin no more.” 

Translate here:  

He didn’t speak evil.  He spoke the truth.  

Translate here:  

He knew that she was in sin.  

Translate here:  

He simply asked her to repent and he forgave her.  

Translate here:  

That is what you and I should be doing.

Spanish:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Spanish:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Spanish:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
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