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076 Blessed Cities - Monday

Translate here:  

Reading from the New Living Testament Bible…

Translate here:  

Proverbs 11:10 through Proverbs 11:12 

Translate here:  

 “The whole city celebrates when the Godly succeed.  

Translate here:  

They shout for joy when the Godless die.  

Translate here:  

Upright citizens bless a city and make it prosper, 

Translate here:  

but the talk of the wicked tears it apart.” 

Translate here:  

When was the last time you saw a whole city celebrate when the Godly succeeded?  

Translate here:  

It is in the Bible.  

Translate here:  

Here it is in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

It says the whole city celebrates when the Godly succeed.  

Translate here:  

I must say that I have never seen that, 

Translate here:  

I haven’t noticed any cities holding celebrations due to the success of the Godly. 

Translate here:  

I believe we have to look at the spiritual understanding of these verses.  

Translate here:  

The city that is spoken of here in the book of Proverbs…. 

Translate here:  

It may not be a natural city, such as New York or Miami.  

Translate here:  

The Bible says that no scripture is of private interpretation.  

Translate here:  

The Word of God is not to be privately interpreted, 

Translate here:  

meaning no one has been given a special understanding that no one else has.  

Translate here:  

But I do think I have an insight regarding this city that is being referred to here. 

Translate here:  

I want to correctly divide the Word of God to find out what it is talking about.

Translate here:  

II Timothy 2:15 says, “Study to show yourself approved unto God, 

Translate here:  

a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

Translate here:  

What city celebrates when the Godly succeed? 

Translate here:  

As I prayed and meditated on this over the years, 

Translate here:  

the Lord continually brought to my mind his references to the city of God.  

Translate here:  

Listen in Psalm 46.  

Translate here:  

It says, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in time of trouble. 

Translate here:  

Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

Translate here:  

and the mountains fall into the sea. 

Translate here:  

Though its waters roar and foam, 

Translate here:  

and the mountains quake with their surging, 

Translate here:  

there is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.  

Translate here:  

The holy place where the most high dwells.  

Translate here:  

God is within her.  She will not fall.  

Translate here:  

God will help her at the dawn of day.  

Translate here:  

Nations are in an uproar.  

Translate here:  

Kingdoms fall.  

Translate here:  

He lifts his voice and the earth melts.  

Translate here:  

The Lord Almighty is with us. 

Translate here:  

The God of Jacob is our fortress.” 

Translate here:  

We know that the book of Revelation talks about a heavenly city 

Translate here:  

whose streets are paved with gold.  

Translate here:  

We are all looking forward to going there one day.  

Translate here:  

And yet could this be what is being talked about here?  

Translate here:  

It says there is a place whose streams make glad the city of God, 

Translate here:  

the holy place where the Most High dwells.  

Translate here:  

That reference to the Most High dwelling, 

Translate here:  

tends to make us think that this could be the city mentioned in the book of Revelation. 

Translate here:  

But, there are also other events spoken of, 

Translate here:  

such as the nations that are in an uproar and kingdoms falling.  

Translate here:  

He lifts his voice and the earth melts.  

Translate here:  

This indicates that this city isn’t way out there in the future when we all get to heaven.  

Translate here:  

It says in this Psalm that God is our refuge and strength, 

Translate here:  

an ever-present help in trouble. 

Translate here:  

My understanding of that city in the sky, the New Jerusalem, is this:

Translate here:  

there is not going to be any trouble there. 

Translate here:  

But, this God is a God who is an ever-present help in time of trouble.  

Translate here:  

He is available to us now. 

Translate here:  

I really believe that this city of God refers to something here and now on the face of the earth. 

Translate here:  

Though it can not be seen, God’s people can touch it when they spend time with God. 

Translate here:  

“There is a stream whose rivers make glad the city of God.  

Translate here:  

There is a city who celebrates when the Godly succeed.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at another place to see if we can understand more about this city of God. 

Translate here:  

In Psalm 87, listen as I read.  

Translate here:  

“He has set his foundation on the holy mountain.  

Translate here:  

The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  

Translate here:  

Glorious things are said of you, oh, city of God.  

Translate here:  

I will record Rahab and Babylon among those who acknowledge me, 

Translate here:  

Philistia, too and Tyre, along with Cush, and will say, 

Translate here:  

‘this one was born in Zion.’  

Translate here:  

Indeed in Zion it will be said, this one and that one were born of her.  

Translate here:  

The Most High himself will establish her.  

Translate here:  

The Lord will write in the register of the people, this one was born in Zion.  

Translate here:  

As they make music, they will sing, 

Translate here:  

‘all my springs of joy are in you.’” 

Translate here:  

He is clearly talking about Zion here. 

Translate here:  

There was a literal city of Zion inside Jerusalem.  

Translate here:  

Zion was the place where King David placed the Tabernacle or Ark of God.  

Translate here:  

He erected a tent and he brought the Ark of God into the tent before the temple was built,

Translate here:  

and he worshipped the Lord there.  

Translate here:  

We can listen to singing now on the radio. 

Translate here:  

But, I believe they had the most beautiful singing back then….

Translate here:  

They sang 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

Translate here:  

David organized choirs.  

Translate here:  

They praised the Lord with cymbals, harps, and loud noises and shouts of joy.  

Translate here:  

What a time of praise and worship back there in Zion!  

Translate here:  

It was referred to as the city of God.  

Translate here:  

The Psalm says, “City of God, all my springs of joy are in you.”  

Translate here:  

If you haven’t imagined the beauty of this city yet, 

Translate here:  

I think this city of God is a spiritual place. 

Translate here:  

I believe that it is a heavenly place, 

Translate here:  

where the born-again believers or people of God gather together and worship. 

Translate here:  

In other words, I think it represents the church.  

Translate here:  

The church is the city of God.  

Translate here:  

When we gather together as the people of God, we become the city of God. 

Translate here:  

This understanding will help us when we start studying Proverbs 11 verses 10 to 12. 

Translate here:  

“The whole city celebrates when the Godly succeed.  

Translate here:  

They shout for joy when the Godless die.  

Translate here:  

Upright citizens bless a city.”  

Translate here:  

Let’s put different words in these verses.  

Translate here:  

The whole “church” celebrates when the godly succeed 

Translate here:  

and upright citizens bless the “church” and make it prosper.”  

Translate here:  

I believe we, the church, are a city set on a hill like Zion was in Jerusalem.  

Translate here:  

Our endeavor on A Proverb A Day is to see Proverbs in the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at Matthew chapter 5 verses 14 through 16. 

Translate here:  

Jesus is speaking to his disciples.  

Translate here:  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the world, like a city on a mountain, 

Translate here:  

glowing in the night for all to see.” 

Translate here:  

Jesus is referring to the believers as being like a city on a mountain.  

Translate here:  

The church is like a city on a mountain.  

Translate here:  

He says don’t hide your light under a basket.  

Translate here:  

Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all.  

Translate here:  

In the same way let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

Translate here:  

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.  

Translate here:  

What does it mean for the Godly to succeed.  

Translate here:  

What is it that causes the whole church or whole city to celebrate?  

Translate here:  

I believe that the understanding of this verse in Proverbs is found here in Matthew chapter 5.  

Translate here:  

The success of the Godly has to do with the light being shed abroad to a dark earth.  

Translate here:  

How does that light come forth?  

Translate here:  

He says don’t hide your light under a basket. 

Translate here:  

Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all to see.  

Translate here:  

In the same way let, your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

Translate here:  

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 

Translate here:  

This is a picture of the church, saints.  

Translate here:  

This is a picture of how we as brothers and sisters in Christ are supposed to have an impact on this dark world we live in.  

Translate here:  

Sometimes our church experience is a bless-me club, 

Translate here:  

a place that we go to get blessed.  

Translate here:  

We love to sing; 

Translate here:  

we love to pray; 

Translate here:  

we love to hear the preaching; 

Translate here:  

we love to see each other and be part of people who love God.  

Translate here:  

This is good and wonderful.  

Translate here:  

That is part of the whole purpose of church.  

Translate here:  

We have a place to go to get built up and strengthened. 

Translate here:  

We can get edified.  

Translate here:  

But a more complete picture of the city of God takes us outside of the walls. 

Translate here:  

We, the city of God are supposed to shine our light into a dark world. 

Translate here:  

The world is supposed to be a better place 

Translate here:  

because of our being the city of God, a city set on a hill.  

Translate here:  

Jesus tells us to let our good deeds shine out.  

Translate here:  

This is a specific direction for the church and it agrees with other scriptures.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look in Titus chapter 3 verse 8.  

Translate here:  

Paul writes, “This is a faithful saying, and I affirm constantly, 

Translate here:  

that those who believe in God, might be careful to maintain good works. 

Translate here:  

These things are good and profitable unto men.”  

Translate here:  

Paul is writing to Titus saying, 

Translate here:  

“I want to make sure that this is important to you.  

Translate here:  

I repeat it constantly.  

Translate here:  

Now I am going to talk about the believers. 

Translate here:  

What is it about believers that I want to affirm, 

Translate here:  

that I want to constantly bring before your mind?  

Translate here:  

It is that the believers might be careful to maintain good works. 

Translate here:  

Listen to I Timothy chapter 5 verses 24 and 25.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Remember that some people lead sinful lives 

Translate here:  

and everyone knows that they will be judged, 

Translate here:  

But, there are others whose sin will not be revealed until later.  

Translate here:  

In the same way everyone knows how much good some people do, 

Translate here:  

But, there are others whose good deeds will not be known until later.”  

Translate here:  

Jesus makes it clear that we are not to be proud of our good works. 

Translate here:  

We are not to blow a trumpet when we put money in the offering.  

Translate here:  

We are not to draw attention to ourselves 

Translate here:  

when we do what we ought to be doing anyhow. 

Translate here:  

Paul was writing to Timothy, saying some people’s sins are hidden sins.  

Translate here:  

We have that condition in the church.  

Translate here:  

There are people in the church who are sinning, 

Translate here:  

but they are doing it at night.  

Translate here:  

They are doing it in the dark.  

Translate here:  

They are doing it in ways that people are not aware of it, 

Translate here:  

But, the promise that Paul made to Timothy is that those sins will eventually be found out.  

Translate here:  

They can’t hide from God their sinful nature. 

Translate here:  

He says in the same way those people who do good works, 

Translate here:  

quietly without drawing attention to themselves, will also be found out.  

Translate here:  

The book of Revelation tells us we are going to be rewarded according to our works.  

Translate here:  

Those quiet deeds of good works 

Translate here:  

that are performed by the successful people in the city of God….

Translate here:  

they are going to have a reward associated with them.  

Translate here:  

We will be closer to Jesus because of them.  

Translate here:  

The book of Titus says, “Our people should not have unproductive lives.  

Translate here:  

They must learn to be good by helping others who have urgent needs.”  

Translate here:  

Let’s be a city of God today, brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Translate here:  

Let’s help those with needs.  

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  

A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:  http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

