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Translate:

The psalmist, King David, tells us in Psalm 1 that one who meditates on the Word of the Lord ,

Translate:

is like a tree planted beside the banks of the river, 

Translate:

and it will bear fruit in its season.  

Translate:

We would like to be fruitful trees.  

Translate:

All of us would like to have rich, full lives, lives bursting forth with life. 

Translate:

There is a sure pathway to that.  

Translate:

It has to do with mediating on the word of the Lord.  

Translate:

What do we see when we see the words on the page?  

Translate:

Are they spots of ink on paper or do they come alive to us?  

Translate:

I am praying this morning that the word from Proverbs will come alive to us.  

Translate:

We are looking at Proverbs chapter 12 Verse 7.

Translate:

It says, “The wicked are overthrown and are not, 

Translate:

but the house of the righteous shall stand.”  

Translate:

In the New International Version it says, “Wicked men are overthrown and are no more, 

Translate:

but the house of the righteous stands firm.” 

Translate:

I have meditated on this verse.  

Translate:

I have spent time thinking about it because it appears so obvious 

Translate:

and there may be nothing further to learn about it.  

Translate:

There doesn’t’ appear to be a lot of life in it.  

Translate:

It appears to be a common religious precept like bad people go to hell and good people to heaven.  

Translate:

We hardly need to think about it any further.  

Translate:

We could treat this verse that way, or we can meditate on it and compare scripture to scripture 

Translate:

and see if there is more life or a deeper understanding for us today.


Translate:

 “The wicked are overthrown and are not.” 

Translate:

That is a bad situation for anyone to be in…“are not”!  

Translate:

How would you like to be a “are not”? Or a “was not”?  

Translate:

Enoch walked with God and “was not” because God took him to heaven. 

Translate:

He walked so closely with God that God received him in a cloud of glory. 

Translate:

This is not the case here.  We do not want to be “are nots”.  

Translate:

It says here “the wicked are overthrown and are not.”  

Translate:

They are gone! 

Translate:

Ultimately they will all be gone.  

Translate:

Jesus talked about the children that King Herod killed 

Translate:

in an effort to prevent Christ from growing up and coming into his throne.

Translate:

King Herod was concerned that he might be overthrown  

Translate:

This story is found in Matthew  chapter 2 if you want to look it up yourself. 

Translate:

After the wise men had come  and told Herod that there was a star in the East, 

Translate:

and that a prophet or a messiah was going to be born,

Translate:

he had all of the children in the area of Ramah killed. 

Translate:

He killed every male child under the age of 3 years.  

Translate:

In verse18, it says, “In Ramah was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping and great mourning,

Translate:

 Rachael weeping for her children and would not be comforted, because they ARE NOT.”

Translate:

They were gone.  There was a finality.  

Translate:

The wicked are overthrown and are not.  

Translate:

It is final.  They are gone.  

Translate:

There is another reference in the book of Revelation.  

Translate:

It talks about a group of people who worship the dragon, 

Translate:

and that is a very wicked thing to do to worship the dragon.  

Translate:

The wicked are overthrown and are not.  

Translate:

It says in Revelation chapter 13 verses 4 through 8, 

Translate:

“And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast saying, 

Translate:

who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?  

Translate:

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies: ….

Translate:

And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, 

Translate:

to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.  

Translate:

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints

Translate:

and to overcome them and power was given him over all kindreds and tongues and nations.” 

Translate:

We are not going to get into a discussion about the beast and a dragon, 

Translate:

but here we have a picture of wickedness, loosed on the face of the earth.  

Translate:

It says that all who dwell upon the earth shall worship him, that is, the beast.  

Translate:

All shall worship him whose names are not written in the Book of Life

Translate:

of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  

Translate:

What a marked distinction here between the wicked and the righteous.  

Translate:

The wicked whose names ARE NOT written in the Lamb’s book of life will worship the dragon.  

Translate:

They will worship the beast.  

Translate:

Not only will they participate in his wicked ways, but they will worship him also. 

Translate:

What a horrible thing!

Translate:

But by contrast, the house of the righteous shall stand and it shall stand firm, praise the Lord.  

Translate:

Jesus talks about this in the gospels.  

Translate:

Look in Matthew chapter 7 verse 21 through 28.  

Translate:

Listen carefully to the word of the Lord.  

Translate:

“Not all people who sound religious are really Godly.  

Translate:

They may refer to me as Lord, but they will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Translate:

The decisive or deciding issue is whether they obey my Father in heaven.  

Translate:

On Judgment Day many will say, Lord, Lord, we prophesied in your name.  

Translate:

We cast out demons in your name, 

Translate:

and performed many miracles in your name.  

Translate:

But I will reply I never knew you.  Go away.  

Translate:

The things you did were unauthorized.”  

Translate:

This is the description of the “are nots”.  

Translate:

The “are nots” in this passage of scripture are religious people who call on the name of the Lord, 

Translate:

but their lives are not lives of obedience.  

Translate:

They are living by another standard.  

Translate:

They are following their religious traditions.  

Translate:

They are doing the things that everyone else has done.  

Translate:

Let’s compare them to the righteous.  

Translate:

Listen as I continue reading in Matthew chapter 7.

Translate:

 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise.”  

Translate:

This entire study of the book of Proverbs is about wisdom.  

Translate:

In fact, I have titled this study Learn To Be Wise.  

Translate:

The title is as much for you as it is for me to keep me focused.  

Translate:

Why am I doing this program?  

Translate:

We are learning to be wise.  

Translate:

“Anyone who listens to my teachings and obeys me is wise, 

Translate:

like a person who builds his house on solid rock.  

Translate:

Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise,

Translate:

and the winds beat against the house, 

Translate:

it won’t collapse because it is built on a rock.  

Translate:

This sounds a lot like the language from Proverbs chapter 12 verse 7 

Translate:

that says the house of the righteous shall stand.

Translate:

Why will it stand? 

Translate:

Because in that house righteous people are doing two exceedingly important things. 

Translate:

Number 1, they are listening to the word of the Lord

Translate:

and number 2, they are obeying the word of the Lord.  

Translate:

You see how Jesus opens up Proverbs when he talks about the wind and the waves and the house? 

Translate:

“Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise, 

Translate:

like a person who builds his house on a solid rock.  

Translate:

Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise, 

Translate:

and the winds beat against that house, 

Translate:

it won’t collapse because it is built on a rock.  Alleluia.

Translate:

Anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish 

Translate:

like the person who built his house on the sand.  

Translate:

When the rain and the floods come and beat against that house, 

Translate:

it will fall with a mighty crash.  

Translate:

Those will join the mighty chorus of the “are nots”.  

Translate:

The wicked are overthrown and are not.  

Translate:

What is it that the wicked are not doing.  

Translate:

It says these are like the ones who hear my teaching and ignore it.  

Translate:

This is really sad.  

Translate:

Many will be exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ and will have their house fall.  

Translate:

This means you can go to church and you can hear the teaching.  

Translate:

You can also open up the Bible and read it.  

Translate:

But it is not enough for you to hear the word of the Lord.  

Translate:

The wise man is one who hears the word of the Lord and does it.  

Translate:

Unless we obey the word of the Lord, we are lost.  

Translate:

Hearing the word of the Lord is not going to deliver you from evil or get you to heaven. 

Translate:

Those who hear the word of the Lord and obey it will be delivered.  

Translate:

Their houses are built on rocks.  They are the houses of the righteous, which stand firm. 

Translate:

Here is another little thought that is related to standing firm.

Translate:

We find in Ephesians it says, “Put on the whole armor of God 

Translate:

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  

Translate:

Remember Proverbs said that the righteous shall stand.  

Translate:

The righteous people stand.  

Translate:

They put on the whole armor of God and stand against the devil.  

Translate:

This idea of standing is repeated 3 times here in Ephesians.  

Translate:

It goes on to say, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, 

Translate:

but against principalities, against powers,

Translate:

against rulers of darkness of this world, 

Translate:

against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

Translate:

We wrestle against it, but how do we win?  

Translate:

“Wherefore take upon you the whole armor of God, 

Translate:

that you may be able to withstand the evil in that day, 

Translate:

and having done all, to stand.” Alleluia!  

Translate:

In faith and in confidence, we put on the armor of God and we stand against the devil.  

Translate:

In verse 14 it says, “Stand therefore with your loins girded with truth, 

Translate:

and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

Translate:

The house of the righteous shall stand.  

Translate:

We stand against the devil.  

Translate:

We wrestle not against flesh and blood.  

Translate:

We get involved in a battle and we stand firm.  

Translate:

How is this possible?  

Translate:

The wise man is the man who hears the word of the Lord and does it. 

Translate:

The reason we are on the radio everyday, 

Translate:

the reason we are reading this word, 

Translate:

is to teach you and remind you of God’s word, 

Translate:

to allow God’s word to come into your heart and into your mind every day.  

Translate:

We are doing our job by speaking this word.  

Translate:

Now are you going to obey the word of the Lord?  

Translate:

Are you going to stand in the truth? 

Translate:

Are you going to wrestle against principalities and powers of darkness

Translate:

 and not give in or be overcomed?  

Translate:

You can do this when you put on the full armor of God 

Translate:

and stand against the devil.

Translate:

We pray every day for you who listen to A Proverb A Day,

Translate:

that you would benefit greatly from this program,

Translate:

that you would grow in wisdom and understanding.

Translate:

That means that you would be able to stand in any storm or adversity.

Translate:

Believers in the New Testament prayed for each other in that same manner.

Translate:

Listen to Colossians chapter 4 verse 12.

Translate:

“Ep’paphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, salutes you, 

Translate:

always laboring fervently for you in prayers, 

Translate:

that you may STAND perfect and complete in all the will of God.”

Translate:

This is what we want to do and what we will do in the name of Jesus, 

Translate:

to stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

Translate:

Now it is your turn to also pray for us and for others to stand,

Translate:

that we might bring forth the truth, the mercy, the wisdom, the knowledge of God

Translate:

God bless you richly.

Translate:

This is Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

