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089 Holy Lips – Thursday

Translate:

The book of Proverbs has much to say about the fruit of the lips.  

Translate:

We have heard it said that words can kill 

Translate:

and that words can give life.  

Translate:

We have seen this to be true in our own lives, 

Translate:

how people can damage others 

Translate:

when they let their tongue fly with wrong words. 

Translate:

When they let their mouth speak evil words,

Translate:

those words penetrate into somebody’s heart.

Translate:

We are talking about saying things that are not true.

Translate:

We are talking about saying things for the purpose of hurting.  

Translate:

Think about the child who was destroyed 

Translate:

because he was told he would never amount to anything when he grew up. 

Translate:

That wasn’t true and it was said in frustration to hurt him. 

Translate:

Now compare that to saying something encouraging.

Translate:

Think about saying something good to others to build them up.

Translate:

Words have much more power than we ever suspected.

Translate:

Our words are exceedingly important 

Translate:

and that is the concept that is stated over and over again in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:

We are looking today at Proverbs chapter 12, verses 13 and 14.  

Translate:

It says, “The wicked are trapped by their own words, 

Translate:

but the Godly escape such trouble. 

Translate:

People can get many good things by the words they say.  

Translate:

The work of their hands also gives them many benefits.”  

Translate:

The Godly escape such trouble.  

Translate:

The wicked are trapped by their own words. 

Translate:

How we can gain control over our tongue?  

Translate:

Our tongue is such a powerful part of our body.  

Translate:

Listen as I read out of James chapter 3.

Translate:

This is on the subject of controlling the tongue.  

Translate:

This is what the Apostle James wrote.  

Translate:

“Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, 

Translate:

for we who teach will be judged by God with greater strictness.“

Translate:

He is referring to here of people who speak as if they know a lot. 

Translate:

He is speaking to teachers and preachers and anyone who tells others what to do. 

Translate:

They are supposed to have some good information to tell us.

Translate:

They are supposed to know what God requires.  

Translate:

They are supposed to be more knowledgeable, 

Translate:

but there is a greater judgment on those people. 

Translate:

The scripture says, “we who teach will be judged by God with greater strictness.” 

Translate:

It goes on to say,  “We all make many mistakes, 

Translate:

but those who control their tongues, can also control themselves in every other way.  

Translate:

We can make a large horse turn around and go wherever we want 

Translate:

by means of a small bit in its mouth.  

Translate:

A tiny rudder makes a hugh ship turn wherever the pilot wants it to go, 

Translate:

even though the winds are strong.  

Translate:

So also the tongue is a strong thing, 

Translate:

and what an enormous damage it can do,.” 

Translate:

What is your tongue going to do today?  

Translate:

Watch your tongue today.  Listen to what it says.  

Translate:

“A tiny spark can set a great forest on fire, 

Translate:

and the tongue is a flame of fire.  

Translate:

It is full of wickedness that can ruin your whole life.  

Translate:

It can turn the entire course of your life into a flame of destruction, 

Translate:

for it is set on fire by hell itself.”

Translate:

This is a powerful warning.  

Translate:

In Proverbs we read that the wicked are trapped by their own words.  
Translate:

Are we going to allow wickedness to flow through our own words today?  

Translate:

Are we going to build with our tongue 

Translate:

or are we going to tear down with our tongue?  

Translate:

Are we going to kill with our tongue 

Translate:

or are we going to give life with our tongue?  

Translate:

James goes on to say, “People can tame all kinds of animals, 

Translate:

birds, reptiles and fish, 

Translate:

but no one can tame the tongue.  

Translate:

It is an uncontrollable evil, full of deadly poison.  

Translate:

Sometimes it praises our Father 

Translate:

and sometimes it breaks out into curse 

Translate:

against those who have been made into the image of God.”

Translate:

If no one controlled his or her tongue, we would have serious problems.  

Translate:

What the Bible is actually saying is this:

Translate:

that of your own ability, you can’t control your tongue.  

Translate:

but there is a “Control” available for the tongue 

Translate:

and we are going to discuss that today.  

Translate:

We are going to talk about how the righteous tongue can be controlled.  

Translate:

It is actually controlled by the Holy Spirit.

Translate:

He is the Controller when we let Him take control.  

Translate:

No one person can control it, but the Holy Spirit can control it.

Translate:

But you have to ask Him.

Translate:

He won’t do this against your will.  

Translate:

James continues saying, “Sometimes our tongue praises our Lord and Father, 

Translate:

and sometimes it breaks out in curses against those who are made in the image of God.  

Translate:

And so blessing and cursing comes pouring out of the same mouth. 

Translate:

Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right.  

Translate:

Does a spring of water bubble out with both sweet water and bitter water?  

Translate:

Can you pick olives from a fig tree, or figs from a grape vine?  

Translate:

So, neither can you draw fresh water from a salty pool.”

Translate:

As we have examined this subject of the tongue in previous programs of A Proverb A Day, 

Translate:

we have gone to the words of the Lord Jesus, 
Translate:

where he says that the tongue speaks of the fullness of the heart.  
Translate:

What is in the heart is what comes out of the mouth.  

Translate:

The tongue speaks of those things that are in the heart.  

Translate:

James is saying, can fresh water come out of a salty pool?  

Translate:

The salty pool is representative of the heart.  

Translate:

If your heart is salty, then you will not have fresh words coming out.  

Translate:

You will have salty words coming out. 

Translate:

Our words from our lips ultimately is linked to the issues of our heart.  

Translate:

What is the condition of our heart?  

Translate:

Is our heart ruled by the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Translate:

There is a way to look at this, that may be very helpful.  

Translate:

It has to do with the gift of speaking in tongues and the gift of prophecy.  

Translate:

You see, when someone speaks in tongues, his understanding is unfruitful, 

Translate:

but his spirit is speaking.  

Translate:

We have covered this subject before, 

Translate:

but I will preface these next remarks by saying:

Translate:

a person speaks in tongues or unknown languages in more than one way.

Translate:

In the book of Acts when they spoke in tongues, 

Translate:

They actually spoke a foreign language, 

Translate:

and people from different countries where different languages were spoken, 

Translate:

actually heard the gospel preached in their own language.

Translate:

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if I could speak your language supernaturally!  

Translate:

I wouldn’t need a translator!

Translate:

That is what happened in the Book of Acts

Translate:

What happened there is that God supernaturally caused people to speak a foreign language 

Translate:

so that the marvelous news of Jesus could be spread around on the day of Pentecost.

Translate:

There is another form of speaking in tongues, 

Translate 

which is addressed in 1 Corinthians 14, 

Translate:

and it’s purpose is to give a message in the church.

Translate:

It could be a prophesy in tongues.  

Translate:

Of course there needs to be an interpreter.  

Translate:

Paul says, “Unless there is an interpreter, there should not be speaking in tongues.” 

Translate:

He says that it is unfruitful.  

Translate:

It is not useful for someone to speak in tongues in the church 

Translate 

unless there is an interpretation.

Translate:

The third type of speaking in tongues that I would like to mention, 
Translate:

is found in the saltiness of our heart; that is, the condition of our heart.  

Translate:

This has to do with our personal prayer language.  

Translate:

The book of Jude refers to this as praying in the spirit.  

Translate:

Jude says, “We are to pray in the spirit in order to build up our most Holy faith”.  

Translate:

Let’s read in 1 Corinthians 14 about this personal experience.  

Translate:

Starting at the beginning of the chapter, Paul says, 

Translate:

“Let love be your highest goal, 

Translate:

but also desire the special abilities the Spirit gives you, 

Translate:

especially the gift of prophecy, 

Translate:

for if your gift is the ability to speak in tongues, 

Translate:

you will be talking to God and not to people, 

Translate:

since they will not be able to understand you.  

Translate:

You will be speaking by the power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious.  

Translate:

But one who prophesies is helping others grow in the Lord, 

Translate:

encouraging and comforting them.  

Translate:

A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally in the Lord, 

Translate:

but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens the entire church.”

Translate:

The King James Version says, “One who speaks in tongues, edifies himself.”  

Translate:

I would like to emphasize here, that of the 3 types of speaking in tongues, 

Translate:

that speaking directly to God is a way of building up your faith, edifying yourself.  

Translate:

In the modern language, it says that a person who speaks in tongues 

Translate:

is strengthened personally in the Lord.

Translate:

Now back to Proverbs.  “The wicked are trapped by their own words, 

Translate:

but the Godly escape such trouble.”  

Translate:

I believe that the reason the Godly can escape trouble

Translate:

is by making Jesus the Lord over their tongue. 

Translate:

James says that no man can control his tongue.  

Translate:

James says that an unbridled tongue, or one hooked to a salty heart, 

Translate:

will sometimes be praising God, 

Translate:

and will sometimes be criticizing and cursing man who is made in the image of God.  

Translate:

But Paul shows us that when you speak in an unknown tongue, 

Translate:

you are speaking by the power of the spirit, the washing of the water of the Word.

Translate:

If you take a water hose that has dirty water in it, 

Translate:

the best way to clean it out is to pour clean water through it.  

Translate:

Hook it to a faucet where there is clear, clean water, and turn the water on and let it run.  

Translate:

This is parallel to what happens when we speak in this personal prayer language.  

Translate:

We get the clear spirit of God flowing through us.  

Translate:

Paul goes on to say he wished all had the ability to speak in tongues,

Translate:

and I wish more so that you all could prophecy, 

Translate:

for prophesying is more useful than speaking in tongues, 

Translate:

But someone must interpret what you are saying so the church can understand.

Translate:

Paul is talking here about the prophecy given in tongues to the church, being interpreted, 

Translate:

but he says in verse 13, if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, 

Translate:

so I don’t understand what I am saying.  

Translate:

At this point I am going back to the personal tongue experience, 

Translate:

a tongue submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 

Translate:

the one that is going to clear out the dirt, 

Translate:

the one who is going to escape the trouble that the wicked are trapped in, by their tongues. 

Translate:

He said what do I do then?  

Translate:

He said,  “I will pray in the spirit and I will pray in words that I understand.  

Translate:

I will sing in the spirit, and I will sing with words that I understand, 

Translate:

for if you praise God only in spirit, but you don’t understand,

Translate:

then how can those along side of you praise God with you?”

Translate:

So he is saying that part of the time he prays in an unknown language 

Translate:

because it is between him and God.  

Translate:

He is strengthened personally and he is edified.  

Translate:

Other times he prays in a way that can be understood.  

Translate:

Ultimately when a person’s tongue is controlled by the Holy Spirit, 

Translate:

he escapes the trouble that comes upon the wicked.   

Translate:

We have covered a lot of scriptures concerning the tongue,

Translate:

making this a hard lesson and one you may need to hear again.

Translate:

Be much in prayer about this.  

Translate:

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.   

Translate:

God bless you and have a good day speaking good words from your heart.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
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