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098 Lazy People  - Wednesday

Translate:  

Recently we have spoken extensively about the fruit of our lips, 

Translate:  

about the possibilities that occur whenever we open our mouths, 

Translate:  

about how a man who is depressed can be set free by an encouraging word, 

Translate:  

how a person who is trapped in the death of sin can be set free and brought to Jesus, 

Translate:  

simply by our coming to him and announcing to him that Jesus loves him.  

Translate:  

What is it that holds us back, that prevents us, 

Translate:  

that keeps us from being who we might be or could be in Christ? 

Translate:  

I will suggest that spiritual laziness may be part of the problem.  

Translate:  

We are looking today at Proverbs 12:27.  

Translate:  

It talks about lazy people.  

Translate:  

It says, “Lazy people don’t even cook the game they catch, 

Translate:  

but the diligent make use of everything they find.”  

Translate:  

The King James Version says, “The slothful man roasts not that which he took in hunting, 

Translate:  

but the substance of the diligent man is precious.”  

Translate:  

Lazy people don’t even cook the game they catch.  

Translate:  

How do we get to that state?  

Translate:  

What causes slothfulness or laziness?

Translate:  

A number of things could cause laziness:

Translate:  

A person would rather sleep than get out of bed.

Translate:  

A person would rather play games than go to work.

Translate:  

Or it could be a person’s diet.  Maybe we are not eating the right things. 

Translate:  

I want to explore this idea for a few minutes. 

Translate:  

Maybe we eat too much fat or too much sugar.  Our bellies are bloated.  

Translate:  

Did you ever have the experience of getting sleepy after eating a big meal?  

Translate:  

That is because your body is having difficulty digesting all of that food.  

Translate:  

It is trying to digest more than it needs.  

Translate:  

Now you are sleepy, because of all you have eaten.

Translate:  

The Word of God is also referred to as food in the Bible.

Translate:  

In John chapter 4 starting with verse 31, let’s read what it says:

Translate:  

“In the meanwhile, his disciples begged him, saying, Master, eat.  

Translate:  

But he (Jesus) said unto them, I have meat to eat that you know not of.  

Translate:  

Therefore said the disciples one of another, has any man brought him anything to eat?  

Translate:  

Jesus said unto them, “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 

Translate:  

Let me say it another way: my food is to do the will of God 

Translate:  

AND to finish God’s work on earth.

Translate:  

Obviously, eating meat, fruits and vegetables is not what this verse is talking about.

Translate:  

But the natural eating can tell us some things about spiritual eating.

Translate:  

To eat the Word of God, you have to drink it in, with your eyes and your ears.

Translate:  

You have to chew on it in your mind.

Translate:  

And when you understand and believe it, then you swallow it.

Translate:  

It becomes a part of your spiritual understanding,

Translate:  

just like digested food becomes a part of your body.

Translate:  

Are we eating the word of God?  

Translate:  

Are you eating the word of God? (repeat?)  

Translate:  

Are we getting balanced meals in the Lord? 

Translate:  

Sometimes certain denominations or churches will preach constantly about the same subject.  

Translate:  

The preacher or teacher may have a favorite subject, and you miss a balance diet.  

Translate:  

You don’t get the rest of the full council of God.  

Translate:  

Don’t blame it on the preacher.  

Translate:  

Are you going out to dig for food for yourself?  

Translate:  

We have a saying.  It’s root or die, little pig.  

Translate:  

Get out there and find that word of God and eat on it.  Alleluia!

Translate:  

Another reason people are lazy is that they lack hope.

Translate:  

Even rich people, who naturally don’t have to work, can feel hopeless.

Translate:  

Then may have loneliness, pain and diseases.

Translate:  

Poor people can have these problems as well as poverty.

Translate:  

Maybe nobody else around them is having any success.  

Translate:  

So they say to themselves, why should I hope for success?  

Translate:  

My suggestion is:  if you see somebody that has the testimony of Jesus, 

Translate:  

that has the light of God shining in his or her face, befriend that person.  

Translate:  

Get close to that person.  

Translate:  

Find out what the secret is.

Translate:  

That person has true hope and you can have it too.  
Translate:  

Find out how they are moving in God.  

Translate:  

Let it be imparted to you.  Let their excitement become your excitement.  

Translate:  

Praise the Lord!

Translate:  

“Lazy people don’t even cook the game they catch.”  

Translate:  

At least they are out hunting.  Some of us aren’t even out hunting.  

Translate:  

As we have talked about the possibilities of the tongue, think about this.  

Translate:  

There are some lost souls considering suicide or considering leaving their wife and children, 

Translate:  

or quitting their job because they are depressed.  

Translate:  

There are lost souls struggling and looking for answers, and you have the answer, 

Translate:  

but you don’t share it with them because of laziness, because you are fat.

Translate:  

Let’s continue reading on in John chapter 4 beginning with verse 35:  

Translate:  

Jesus is speaking: “Don’t say there are yet 4 months and then it is time to harvest.  

Translate:  

Look, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields:  

Translate:  

for they are ripe already to harvest.  

Translate:  

And the person who reaps, receives wages and gathers fruit unto eternal lift:  

Translate:  

that both the planter and the reaper may rejoice together.”  

Translate:  

In Proverbs chapter 6, we have looked at this before.  

Translate:  

It always strikes me as a very valuable scripture.  

Translate:  

It says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard.  Consider its ways and be wise.  

Translate:  

It has no commander, no overseer, 

Translate:  

yet it stores its provisions in the summer and it gathers it food at harvest.  

Translate:  

How long will you lay there, you sluggard?  

Translate:  

When will you get up from your sleep?  

Translate:  

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 

Translate:  

and poverty will come upon you like a bandit, and scarcity like an armed robber.”

Translate:  

This may be talking only about how much money you have in the bank, 

Translate:  

or how pretty your house is, but I don’t think so.  

Translate:  

I don’t think the Bible is very concerned about those things.  

Translate:  

It is true that God wants you to have the things you need for this life.

Translate:  

You need food, clothing and shelter.  

Translate:  

You may need medicine and transportation

Translate:  

You may own a lot of thing because the Lord has blessed you.

Translate:  

Receive them with thanksgiving and give some to the poor.

Translate:  

There is no problem with having things, if you received them righteously,

Translate:  

not by stealing or lying or under paying your workers.

Translate:  

but getting back to Proverbs, these references ultimately refer to spiritual laziness.  

Translate:  

They refer to your spiritual state of mind.  

Translate:  

Let’s revisit a scripture we read several weeks ago.  

Translate:  

In Mark chapter 14, Jesus is in the Garden praying

Translate:  

and is about to be betrayed into the hands of those who will execute him.  

Translate:  

Listen to what he tells his disciples.  

Translate:  

He said, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death.  

Translate:  

Stay here and watch with me.”  He is asking his disciples to stand with him in prayer.

Translate:  

“He went a little further and fell face down on the ground and he prayed, 

Translate:  

if it were possible the awful hour awaiting him might pass him.  

Translate:  

Abba Father, he said, everything is possible for you.  

Translate:  

Please take this cup of suffering away from me.  

Translate:  

Yet I want your will not mind.  

Translate:  

Then he returned and he found the disciples asleep.  

Translate:  

Simon Peter, he said, are you asleep?  

Translate:  

Couldn’t you stay awake and watch with me even one hour?  

Translate:  

Keep alert and pray.  Otherwise temptation will over power you.  

Translate:  

For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak.”  

Translate:  

Jesus was indicating that Peter’s faith was about to be attacked.

Translate:  

The flesh is weak.  

Translate:  

“Then Jesus left them again and he prayed repeating his pleadings 

Translate:  

and he returned to them again and found them sleeping, 

Translate:  

for they couldn’t keep their eyes open, and they didn’t know what to say.  

Translate:  

When Jesus returned to them a third time, 

Translate:  

he said, “Are you still sleeping and resting?  Enough.  The time has come.  

Translate:  

I the Son of man am betrayed into the hands of sinners.  

Translate:  

Let’s be going.  See, my betrayer is here.”  

Translate:  

That is the character of the flesh.  That is the nature of the flesh.  

Translate:  

At the most important time in human history, 

Translate:  

when Jesus was about to be arrested and taken to the cross, 

Translate:  

his disciples, those closest to him, fell asleep.  

Translate:  

The situation was too heavy for them.  

Translate:  

They couldn’t handle it.  

Translate:  

They were not capable of understanding the moment 

Translate:  

and the reality of Jesus as God, being taken to the cross.  

Translate:  

And so they escaped by means of sleep.

Translate:  

This is something that many discouraged people do.  

Translate:  

They retreat into sleep.  Discouragement will cause us to rush to the bed to sleep.  

Translate:  

We think maybe we will wake up happier. 

Translate:  

The answer to that is to hope in God.  Hope in God. 

Translate:  

Hope in God brings us the true rest we need.  It is better than sleep. 

Translate:  

Don’t substitute with too much rest, which is really laziness.

Translate:  

God has a need for your being awake. Ask for hope.  

Translate:  

Just in that many words, ask God for hope.  You have a need to be awake.  

Translate:  

The harvest field is white.  

Translate:  

There are souls who are waiting to be brought into the granary. 

Translate:  

The wheat that Jesus referred to in John was actually people.  

Translate:  

There are people who need to hear the message of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Translate:  

Jesus said, pray therefore the Lord of the harvest that he send forth workers into the harvest,  

Translate:  

What good are the workers if they are asleep?  

Translate:  

What use are you if you are asleep on the job.  

Translate:  

I believe that this passage of scripture describes much of the church today.  

Translate:  

The church is asleep.  Awake, Zion, awake!  

Translate:  

Trim your lamps and light them for the world to see.  

Translate:  

The sons of God shall arise and Zion, the church, WILL awake. 

Translate:  

In Romans 13:11, it says, “Understanding the present time.,  

Translate:  

the hour has come for you to wake from your slumber, 

Translate:  

because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

Translate:  

The night is nearly over.  The day is almost here, 

Translate:  

so let us put aside the deeds of darkness, and put on the armor of light.  

Translate:  

Let us behave decently as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 

Translate:  

not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

Translate:  

not in dissention and jealousy, 

Translate:  

rather cloth yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ 

Translate:  

and do not think how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”

Translate:  

Understand the hour has come for you to awake from your slumber.  

Translate:  

Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

Translate:  

The night is nearly over and the day is almost here.  

Translate:  

Wake up, church.  Let’s take a warning from Proverbs.  

Translate:  

In Proverbs it tells us that lazy people don’t even cook the game they catch, 

Translate:  

but the diligent make use of everything that they find.  

Translate:  

Let’s be diligent in the spirit.  

Translate:  

Let’s be diligent to use our tongues to speak creative and constructive words.  

Translate:  

Let’s be releasing people from depression and discouragement.  

Translate:  

And let’s show them the glories of the kingdom of heaven.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

