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102 Fully Satisfied – Tuesday

Translate:   

We live in a society that is craving fulfillment, craving satisfaction.  

Translate:   

People are attempting to satisfy that craving with all sorts of solutions, 

Translate:   

vacations, cars, new furniture, and new homes.  

Translate:   

We have sought to fill the craving of our hearts with material things, 

Translate:   

but the Bible tells us the real and only way that we can be fully satisfied.  

Translate:   

We are in the Book of Proverbs.  We are in Proverbs 13:4.  Hear the word of the Lord; 

Translate:   

“The sluggard (that is the lazy person) craves and gets nothing, 

Translate:   

but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied.”

Translate:   

That may sound like if you are willing to go to work, 

Translate:   

to put in extra overtime and not be lazy, 

Translate:   

you can buy and have anything that you want.  

Translate:   

I don’t think that this is what the author intends with this verse.  

Translate:   

It is true that the lazy person in the natural world simply will not earn a living.  

Translate:   

It takes a diligent person to earn a living, 

Translate:   

but the key word here, I believe, is “fully satisfied”.   

Translate:   

Material things, the things you can get as a result of working at a job, …

Translate:   

these do NOT provide a highest level of satisfaction, 

Translate:   

but there is a higher level of satisfaction.  

Translate:   

There is a greater fulfillment that is available in the spirit.

Translate:   

Whenever I look in Proverbs at this subject of being a hard worker, 

Translate:   

I am reminded of Proverbs 20 verse 4.  

Translate:   

When we get there we will go over it again, 

Translate:   

but there is no reason we can’t have a little preview of it right now. 

Translate:   

Proverbs 20 verse 4 says, “If you are too lazy to plow in the right season, 

Translate:   

you will have no food in the harvest.”  

Translate:   

The King James Version says, “The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold, 

Translate:   

therefore, he shall beg in the harvest and have nothing.”  

Translate:   

I wonder what makes a sluggard?  Why is a person so lazy?  

Translate:   

What is it that they lack, that prevents them from pushing on when they don’t feel like it? 

Translate:   

I think probably it is the lack of hope.  

Translate:   

They have the sense that even if they went out to work, it wouldn’t profit them; 

Translate:   

it wouldn’t get them very far.  

Translate:   

They may feel that the taxes are too high or the wages too low.  

Translate:   

Why should they work all day just to give it away?  

Translate:   

Maybe a man has made a serious mistake in his life and it ended in divorce, 

Translate:   

and the court system has required him to pay high child support payments.  

Translate:   

He may see the payments as something he can’t afford to pay, 

Translate:   

so he says why should I go out to work only to spend it on taxes or child support?  

Translate:   

The point is that laziness is often associated with lack of hope.  

Translate:   

Some people don’t believe that they will get ahead in life by working so hard.  

Translate:   

There can be other reasons.  There can be physical reasons.  

Translate:   

A person may be sick, 

Translate:   

but even a sick person, if he has hope, will work in the midst of his sickness.

Translate:   

I’d like to give you hope.  

Translate:   

I would like to give you hope that you can be fully satisfied 

Translate:   

by pointing out to you that your job is not what you think it is.  

Translate:   

Your true job is the one assigned to you by the King of kings.  

Translate:   

We have a job to do.  

Translate:   

We have work to do.  

Translate:   

We have a harvest to gather in.  

Translate:   

We are to go into the fields and bring in the sheaves 

Translate:   

(bundles of grain or souls).  This will fully satisfy us.  

Translate:   

There is great joy and great pleasure in this work.  

Translate:   

We are all commissioned to do it.

Translate:   

In Matthew chapter 9 verse 37, Jesus said to the disciples, 

Translate:   

“The harvest is so great, but the workers are so few, 

Translate:   

so pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest, 

Translate:   

and ask him to send out more workers into his fields.”  

Translate:   

The harvest, that we are supposed to be bringing in, is human souls into the Kingdom of God.  

Translate:   

We will see that clearly in another scripture in a minute.  

Translate:   

The work that we have is kingdom work.  

Translate:   

We have a wonderful opportunity to share the gospel, 

Translate:   

but some of us may feel hopeless about it, 

Translate:   

because the people around us don’t seem interested in the gospel. 

Translate:   

They seem more interested in parties and many different things.  

Translate:   

We appear not to be getting anywhere when we talk to them.  

Translate:   

This truly applies to Proverbs 20:4.  “The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold.  

Translate:   

Therefore he shall beg in the harvest and have nothing.”  

Translate:   

If you confront cold hearts, that is cold people who appear to have no interest in the gospel, 

Translate:   

and you still declare the kingdom anyway, 

Translate:   

you will bring in the harvest. 

Translate:   

But if you allow the coldness of others to prevent you from sharing the good news of the kingdom, 

Translate:   

you surely will have little at the time of harvest.

Translate:   

Often we crave more of Jesus.  

Translate:   

We have a desire for more of God, but our craving is unfulfilled.

Translate:   

Why?  because we don’t enter into the purposes of God.  

Translate:   

We don’t walk in the Way (the path where Jesus would have us walk).  

Translate:   

We don’t become a part of what God is doing.  

Translate:   

What God is doing is revealing himself to the world, 

Translate:   

and he wants to reveal himself to the world through you.  

Translate:   

Let’s prove from the scriptures that this harvest is truly a harvest of human souls.  

Translate:   

In Matthew chapter 13, Jesus gives the parable of the sower and the seed.  

Translate:   

He talks about the sower going out spreading the seed.  

Translate:   

The Lord explains what the parable is all about.  

Translate:   

I won’t read the parable, but I will read the explanation.  

Translate:   

The first example showed that when the seed was scattered, it fell on hard ground 

Translate:   

and the birds came and ate it all.  

Translate:   

That is Satan eating up the Word of God, stealing it away from people’s hearts.  

Translate:   

We have to realize when we go out into the cold and share the word of God, 

Translate:   

that the accuser of the brethren, the evil one is right there 

Translate:   

to snatch our words away and prevent people from receiving and growing.  

Translate:   

But we are truly planting seeds in people’s hearts.  

Translate:   

Listen to this.  “Like young plants in some soil, their roots don’t go very deep.  

Translate:   

At first they get along fine, but they wilt as soon as there are problems, 

Translate:   

or as soon as they are persecuted because they believed the word of God.  

Translate:   

The thorny ground represents those who hear and accept the good news, 

Translate:   

but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares of this life 

Translate:   

and the lures of wealth, so no crop is produced. 

Translate:   

The good soil represents the hearts of those who truly accept God’s message 

Translate:   

and produce a huge harvest, 

Translate:   

30, 60 or even a 100 times as much as was planted.”

Translate:   

We are looking at this to talk about the harvest.  

Translate:   

In Proverbs, it says if you are too lazy to plow in the right season, 

Translate:   

you will have no food at the harvest.  

Translate:   

You won’t have anything to eat.  

Translate:   

You won’t have anything during the harvest.  

Translate:   

The food is the word of God, the seed that we spread.  

Translate:   

If it has been planted in our hearts, 

Translate:   

if our hearts are prepared and willing and ready, 

Translate:   

then we should turn around and plant it in other people’s hearts.  

Translate:   

That is the harvest God is looking for.  

Translate:   

But if you won’t plant in the cold, if you don’t plow in the cold, 

Translate:   

then you won’t reap anything in the harvest.

Translate:   

In the book of Isaiah, he talks about the different seasons of planting.  

Translate:   

He talks about breaking up the ground.  

Translate:   

He talks about planting the seed and watering it.  

Translate:   

All of it is aimed toward the harvest, but you have to plow in the cold.  

Translate:   

You have to go out sometimes even when you are weary and tired 

Translate:   

because you know God wants you to do this work.

Translate:   

You may be doing things that don’t appear to be accomplishing anything.  

Translate:   

Paul said about himself, I have lived with weariness, pain and sleepless nights.  

Translate:   

He is talking about the work he has been involved in.  

Translate:   

He says often I have been hungry and thirsty.  

Translate:   

This is in 2 Corinthians chapter 11 starting in the last part of verse 27.  

Translate:   

He says, “Often I have shivered with cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm, 

Translate:   

and besides all of this, I have the daily burden of how the churches are getting along.  

Translate:   

Who is weak without my feeling their weakness?  

Translate:   

Who is led astray that I do not burn with anger?”

Translate:   

Paul is talking about the consequences of his diligence.  

Translate:   

As he has sought to bring forth the kingdom, he has gotten worn out.  

Translate:   

He has gotten tired.  Have you gotten worn out in the kingdom?  

Translate:   

The diligent are fully satisfied it tells us in Proverbs, but the diligent also get tired.  

Translate:   

If you are not getting tired in the kingdom, 

Translate:   

maybe you are not working in the kingdom.

Translate:   

The Lord sent his people out into the fields to harvest.  

Translate:   

Listen in Luke:  “The Lord now chose 70 other disciples 

Translate:   

and sent them on ahead in pairs into all the towns and villages he planned to visit.  

Translate:   

These were his instructions to them.  (Now listen.)  

Translate:   

“The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  

Translate:   

Pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest, 

Translate:   

and ask him to send out more workers for his fields.  

Translate:   

Go now.  And remember I am sending you as lambs among wolves.  

Translate:   

Don’t take along any money or a traveler’s bag or even a pair of sandals, 

Translate:   

and don’t stop to greet anyone on the road.”  

Translate:   

He is making it clear that there is a harvest, 

Translate:   

and we have an opportunity to participate in that harvest, 

Translate:   

but the sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold, 

Translate:   

therefore, he shall beg in the harvest and have nothing.

Translate:   

One of the things we are called to do in the book of Hebrews 

Translate:   

is to provoke one another to love and to good works.  

Translate:   

That is part of the purpose of this message.  

Translate:   

I am trying to provoke you to work.  

Translate:   

I am trying to remind you that there is a harvest.  

Translate:   

Reading from John chapter 4 verse 35: 

Translate:   

“Do you think the work of harvesting will not begin until summers ends 4 months from now?  

Translate:   

Look around you.  

Translate:   

Vast fields are ripening all around us and are ready for the harvest.  

Translate:   

The harvesters are paid good wages 

Translate:   

and the harvest is people brought to eternal life.  

Translate:   

What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike!”

Translate:   

What an admonition!  Jesus is talking.  

Translate:   

He is telling us about our mission.  He is telling us about our job.  

Translate:   

He is telling us about what he sent us here to do.  

Translate:   

Have you thought about being a worker in the kingdom?  

Translate:   

Are you a worker?  

Translate:   

Are you going to have food and be fully satisfied in the harvest?  

Translate:   

I hope so.  

Translate:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:   

Go into the harvest fields today.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

