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109 Wise Teaching –Thursday

Translate:   

In previous A Proverb A Day sessions, we have asked the question, 

Translate:   

why is it that bad things happen to good people.  

Translate:   

We discovered that sometimes it is the chastening of God, 
Translate:   

or that it is a God ordained tribulation, 

Translate:   

in order to strengthen us and to create our lives in the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate:   

Jesus himself learned obedience through the things that he suffered.  

Translate:   

Also another reason that bad things happen to good people, is that we are unwise.  

Translate:   

We have departed from the wisdom of God, from the ways of God.

Translate:   

Or we are ignorant of God’s ways.

Translate:   

If you have listened to A Proverb A Day, you know that I try to bring the Word of God to the forefront.  

Translate:   

We are trying to seek wisdom from it.  

Translate:   

We are trying to learn to be wise.  

Translate:   

The book of Proverbs makes a statement, that we need to hear.  

Translate:   

Listen to the word of the Lord in Proverbs chapter13 verses 13 and 14.  

Translate:   

It tells us, “The law of the wise is a fountain of life, 
Translate:   

to depart from the snares of death.”  That is the King James Version.  

Translate:   

The New International Version says, “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 
Translate:   

turning a man from the snares of death.”  

Translate:   

Now listen to the New Living Translation.  “The advice of the wise is like a life-giving fountain.  
Translate:   

Those who accept it avoid the snares of death.”

Translate:   

The advice of the wise is like a life-giving fountain….  

Translate:   

There is only One truly wise God and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate:   

There are men who have the appearance of knowing wisdom, 
Translate:   

but it is only because they speak the words of the Lord.  

Translate:   

Today I am going to encourage you in your own personal study of the Word of God.  

Translate:   

The fact of the matter is that I can present those things that God has given to me, 
Translate:   

and your ears can be tickled by them.  

Translate:   

You can be inspired by them.  

Translate:   

You can be made to think about them.  

Translate:   

But the things that you get directly from God are what truly sticks to you, 
Translate:   

and you don’t always need others to teach you.  

Translate:   

Those things that God speaks into your life….

Translate:   

they are what really change you and make a difference.

Translate:   

He can’t speak into your life if you are not listening to him. 

Translate:   

If you are not sitting down with the book, 

Translate:   

if you haven’t opened it and said, “Lord, please speak to me. 

Translate:   

I want to get the law of the wise functioning in my heart.  

Translate:   

I want it functioning in my life.”  

Translate:   

Jesus says, “Anyone who listens to my teaching, and obeys me is wise, 
Translate:   

like a person who builds his house upon a solid rock.  

Translate:   

Though the rain comes in torrents, 
Translate:   

and the flood waters rise 
Translate:   

and the winds beat against that house, 

Translate:   

it won’t collapse because it is built on a rock.”  

Translate:   

That parable means those who listen to God’s teaching and do it.  

Translate:   

That sounds like I can go to church and listen to the pastor or preacher, 

Translate:   

and I can go out and do what he tells me and everything should be fine for me.

Translate:   

In one sense that is true, but the place where we need to be listening is in the Spirit, 
Translate:   

listening in our inner man.  

Translate:   

We need to hear a “what is the Lord saying” to each of us individually and personally, 

Translate:   

and then we need to obey what he has told us to do.  

Translate:   

This walk with Christ is one of constant listening and constant obedience.  

Translate:   

It is enhanced when we go to church 
Translate:   

or listen to Christian radio programs broadcasting the word of God.  

Translate:   

Go and get the law of the wise for yourself.  

Translate:   

Seek the face of God.  

Translate:   

Let him speak directly to you, and then the law of the wise; 
Translate:   

that is, the wisdom of Jesus, will become a life-giving fountain.

Translate:   

Proverbs does a comparison in this verse, as it has in other verses.  

Translate:   

Proverbs 13:14 says, “To depart from the law of the wise is to embrace the snare of death.”  

Translate:   

Listening to the word of the Lord from Jesus again, he says, 

Translate:   

“Anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, 
Translate:   

and like a man who builds his house on sand.  

Translate:   

When the rains and the floods come and beat against that house, 
Translate:   

it will fall with a mighty crash.”  

Translate:   

There are two things being emphasized here.  

Translate:   

One is hearing it and the other one is obeying it.  

Translate:   

We have to do the word of the Lord in order for it to become fruitful in our lives.  

Translate:   

The word of the Lord tells us that the law of the wise is like a life-giving fountain.  

Translate:   

And Brother Steve is saying to go find that fountain and start drinking.

Translate:   

Drink from the fountain of life. Drink from the law of the wise.  

Translate:   

1 Corinthians chapter 3 verses 10 and 11.  It says this:

Translate:   

“Because of God’s special favor to me, I have laid the foundation like an expert builder.”  

Translate:   

This is the Apostle Paul speaking.  

Translate:   

He says others are building, but whoever builds upon this foundation must be very careful, 

Translate:   

for no one can lay any other foundation other than the one we have, Jesus Christ.  

Translate:   

Jesus is the foundation of our lives.  He is the fountain of life.  

Translate:   

He is the word and he has expressed himself in the word of God.

Translate:   

Now I am going to mention something that troubles me.  

Translate:   

What troubles me is this; when Christians are confronted with problems, 

Translate:   

they very often think themselves to be wise, 
Translate:   

and they apply their own human wisdom to the problem.  

Translate:   

How do they know that it is their own human wisdom and not the wisdom of God?  

Translate:   

It is that they seldom refer to the word of God for the answer.  

Translate:   

If when you are confronting a problem and you are not using the word of God, 

Translate:   

you are not using the manufacturer’s or God’s handbook, 
Translate:   

then you are using your own wisdom.

Translate:   

Unfortunately many people are not familiar enough with the word of God 

Translate:   

to know how it applies to these various circumstances that they find themselves in.  

Translate:   

Whose fault is that?  What is lacking? 

Translate:   

What is lacking is the regular feeding on the fountain of life, personal Bible study.  

Translate:   

When was the last time you sat down and read the word of God for yourself?  

Translate:   

When was the last time you heard God speak to you through the word of the Lord?  

Translate:   

It should have been today, not a week or a month ago.  

Translate:   

My recommendation is a daily interaction with the word of God, 
Translate:   

even if it is only 3 or 4 verses.  

Translate:   

There is enough power in 3 or 4 verses to revolutionize your life.  

Translate:   

Somehow you have to make the reading of the word of God a priority in your life.  

Translate:   

Then this foundation that Paul speaks of is being laid.  
Translate:   

The foundation is Jesus Christ who himself is the word of God.

Translate:   

Paul goes on in Corinthians chapter 3 verse 18 to say, “Stop fooling yourselves.  

Translate:   

If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you will have to become a fool 

Translate:   

so that you can become wise by God’s standards, 

Translate:   

for the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God.  

Translate:   

As the scripture says, God catches those who think they are wise, in their own cleverness. 

Translate:   

And again the Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are worthless.”  

Translate:   

Again, how can you know whether you are using worldly wisdom 
Translate:   

or whether you are using God’s wisdom?  

Translate:   

You know simply by this.  Are your solutions based on the book of wisdom?  

Translate:   

Are they based on the Bible? 

Translate:   

Or are they good ideas that seem right to you, 
Translate:   

or you let only circumstances guide you  in solving a problem?  

Translate:   

Too often, all to often, our wisdom is the wisdom of this world.  

Translate:   

Paul confronts this and says, “Stop fooling yourselves.  

Translate:   

If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you have become a fool.  

Translate:   

The wisdom of this world is foolishness to God.” 

Translate:   

That is straight-forward talking.  That is clear to understand.  

Translate:   

Paul shows us the way to be wise.  

Translate:   

It is through Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the light.  

Translate:   

As John Chapter 1 verse 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word…. And the word was God. 

Translate:   

Jesus stated that he is the Son of God, 
Translate:   

and by his many miracles proved it including rising from the dead. 

Translate:   

Jesus is that word who came to earth.   

Translate:   

I am encouraged, and I am encouraging you today.

Translate:   

Make an interaction with the Word of God as a daily part of your lives, 

Translate:   

because the law(?) of the wise is a fountain of life.

Translate:   

During the time of the founding of this country, 
Translate:   

many people were interested in the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

Before English settlers settled the United States, Spanish people came to the United States, 

Translate:   

because they wanted to find the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

They traveled all over the state of Florida and into Texas and Mexico.  

Translate:   

They were searching for the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

They spent a large amount of time and money. 

Translate:   

Ships laden with men and supplies traveled across the ocean to take men to America to find the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

We need to be spending as much energy seeking the fountain of life, in the word of God.  

Translate:   

By looking to the word for God’s wisdom, a man escapes the snares of death.  

Translate:   

What that literally means is that the Bible itself is the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

Moses was a man caught up in the word of God. 
Translate:   

He wrote the first 5 books of the Bible.
Translate:   

Before he died, the Bible says that his eye had not dimmed nor his strength failed.  

Translate:   

He still had the eyesight and strength of a young man, 
Translate:   

because he was altogether wrapped up in the word of God.  

Translate:   

He had escaped from the snares of death.  

Translate:   

There is health associated with the word of God.  

Translate:   

The word of God is the fountain of youth.  

Translate:   

We don’t need more creams and oils and salves.  

Translate:   

We need more of the word of God.  

Translate:   

James tells us, “Who is a wise man, filled with knowledge among you?  

Translate:   

Let him show you out of a good conversation his works, with meekness and wisdom.”  

Translate:   

Reading this from the New Living Testament it says, 

Translate:   

“If you are wise and understand God’s way, live a life of steady goodness, 
Translate:   

so that only good deeds will pour forth.  

Translate:   

And if you don’t brag about the good you do, then you will be truly wise.”

Translate:   

He who hears the word of God and does it, 
Translate:   

is like the wise man who has built his house upon the rock.  

Translate:   

It is not enough to merely study the word of God, 
Translate:   

so that you can have verbal sword-fights with some one about doctrinal issues. 

Translate:   

 James tells us that once we have this word in our lives, it will cause us to be wise.  

Translate:   

Then we will understand God’s ways, and we will live a life of steady goodness.  

Translate:   

I pray that this is for you today.  Have a great eternity.  

Translate:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:   

God bless you.

Translate here:   
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