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115 Come Out – Friday

Translate:  

Yesterday we dealt with a rather complicated subject.  

Translate:  

I pray that those of you that may have gotten lost in what I was saying can forgive me.  

Translate:  

Yesterday we were working with the subject of how the good things that we do can be evil.  

Translate:  

How the good can be the enemy of the best.  

Translate:  

Although accomplishing our desires are sweet, 

Translate:  

they may be only the things that WE want to accomplish, 

Translate:  

and not the things that God wants to accomplish.  

Translate:  

That is how we can frustrate the purposes of God, by running around doing good things.  

Translate:  

That is the gist what we were talking about yesterday.  

Translate:  

Now what we will talk about today shouldn’t be hard to understand at all.  

Translate:  

Listen as I read the word of the Lord in Proverbs 13:20.   

Translate:  

It says, “He that walks with wise men, shall be wise, 

Translate:  

but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.”  

Translate:  

The New International Version says, “He who walks with the wise, grows wise, 

Translate:  

but a companion of fools suffers harm.”  

Translate:  

That is very straightforward. Look around you.  Who are your friends? 

Translate:  

Who are you associating with?  Who are you choosing to be close to?  

Translate:  

If you are seeking out the companionship of wise spiritual people, 

Translate:  

then you will become a wise spiritual person, if you are not already wise.  

Translate:  

But if you seek out the companionship of fools, 

Translate:  

if you seek out for friendship those who are ignoring the purposes of God,

Translate:  

those who ignore the ways of God and the wisdom of God, 

Translate:  

then you will become exactly like them.

Translate:  

In II Corinthians chapter 6 verses 14 through 18, Paul gives some clear instructions.  

Translate:  

It says, “Don’t team up with those who are not believers.  

Translate:  

How can goodness be a partner with wickedness?  

Translate:  

How can light live with darkness?  

Translate:  

What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil?  

Translate:  

How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 

Translate:  

What union can there be between God’s temple and idols, 

Translate:  

for we are the temple of the living God.”  

Translate:  

This verse has many applications.  It is telling us that we are not supposed to be married to an unbeliever.  

Translate:  

If we are a part of the family of God, we have no business dating or marrying an individual who is not a believer.  

Translate:  

It is strictly forbidden, as it says here in Corinthians chapter 6.  

Translate:  

This also says concerning partnerships in business, 

Translate:  

that we should not develop business relationships with those who are not believers.  

Translate:  

What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil?  

Translate:  

You may have a good plan to make money, 

Translate:  

but are you associating with an unbeliever in a partnership.  

Translate:  

Then you are defying the wisdom of God.  

Translate:  

This also relates to how we pick our friends.  

Translate:  

Light should have no fellowship with darkness.  

Translate:  

That does not mean we don’t associate with those who are not believers.

Translate:  

We can be friendly without being close friends.

Translate:  

Jesus was friendly to sinners.  

Translate:  

We have contact with them because we live in this world with them; 

Translate:  

it simply means that we don’t make them a source of fulfillment.  

Translate:  

We don’t go out into their world to gain pleasure.

Translate:  

He that walks with the wise shall be wise, it says in the book of Proverbs, 

Translate:  

but the companion of fools shall be destroyed.  

Translate:  

Reading on in II Corinthians, we find an explanation of why.

Translate:  

Why are we not to walk with fools or marry unbelievers or go into business with them?  

Translate:  

Paul quotes the Lord.  God says, I will live in them and walk among them.  

Translate:  

I will be their God and they will be my people; 

Translate:  

therefore, come out from them and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord.  

Translate:  

Don’t touch their filthy things.  And I will love you, 

Translate:  

and I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  

Translate:  

The promise of the Gospel is that God will live with us, not only with us, but listen,… 

Translate:  

He will live IN us.  

Translate:  

We become the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Christ lives within us.  

Translate:  

He wants to be our God.  He wants us to be His people.  

Translate:  

So he says come out from among them.  Separate yourselves from the unbelievers, 

Translate:  

from the unwise, from the sensual, from those who are not spiritually minded, 

Translate:  

from those who seek the things of the flesh, rather than the things of God.

Translate:  

He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.  

Translate:  

As I was considering this verse, the Lord led me to Revelation chapter 18.  

Translate:  

I will depart a little from how I do things.  I am going to read to you Revelation 18, 

Translate:  

because Revelation 18 talks to us about coming out from the world’s system.  

Translate:  

That is, coming out from Babylon and materialism, 

Translate:  

and “got to have more, and make more money and have a bigger home, and so on…”  

Translate:  

This is a real call from the spirit for us to forsake the evil desires of this world.  

Translate:  

If you want to follow along, I am reading from Revelation chapter 18.  

Translate:  

It is talking about the fall of Babylon, a very great city 2000 years ago.

Translate:  

And it was recorded as an example for us today.

Translate:  

It says, “After this I saw another angel come down from heaven with great authority, and the earth grew bright with his splendor.  

Translate:  

He gave a mighty shout, Babylon has fallen.  That great city has fallen.  

Translate:  

She has become a hideout of demons and evil spirits, a nest for filthy buzzards and a den for dreadful beasts, 

Translate:  

for all the nations have drunk the wine of her passionate immorality.  

Translate:  

The rulers of this world have committed adultery with her, 

Translate:  

and merchants throughout the world have grown rich as a result of her luxurious living.  

Translate:  

Some people think that Babylon is the United States.  

Translate:  

Many nations are rich relatively speaking.  

Translate:  

The nations of Europe are rich and many of the Arab nations are extremely wealthy.

Translate:  

 “Then I heard another voice calling from heaven.  Come away from her, my people.  

Translate:  

Do not take part of her sins, or you will be punished with her, 

Translate:  

for her sins are piled as high as heaven, and God is ready to judge her for her evil deeds.  

Translate:  

Do to her as she has done to your people.  

Translate:  

Give her double penalties for all of her evil deeds.  

Translate:  

She has brewed a cup of terror for others. Give her twice as much as she gave out.  

Translate:  

She has lived in luxury and pleasure, so imagine now her torments and sorrows.  

Translate:  

She boasts that she is queen on the throne.  

Translate:  

She says, “I am no helpless widow.  I will not experience sorrow.”  

Translate:  

Therefore the sorrows of death and mourning and famine will overtake her in a single day.  

Translate:  

She will be utterly consumed by fire, for the Lord who judges her is mighty.

Translate:  

And the rulers of the world, who took part in her immoral acts and enjoyed her great luxury, will mourn for her 

Translate:  

as they see the smoke rising from her charred remains.  

Translate:  

They will stand at a distance, terrified by her great torment.  

Translate:  

They will cry out, “How terrible, how terrible for Babylon that great city, in a single moment, God’s judgment came on her.  

Translate:  

The merchants of the world will weep and mourn for her, for there was no one left to buy their goods.  

Translate:  

She bought great quantities of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple dyes, silks, scarlet cloth 

Translate:  

and every kind of perfumed wood, ivory goods, objects made of expensive wood, bronze, iron and marble.  

Translate:  

Also she bought cinnamon, incense, spice and myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, 

Translate:  

cattle, sheep, horses, chariots and slaves. Yes, she even traded in human lives.  

Translate:  

 “All the fancy things you loved so much are gone they cried. 

Translate:  

All the luxuries and the splendors that you prized so much will never be yours again.  

Translate:  

They are gone forever.  

Translate:  

The merchants who became wealthy by selling her these things will stand at a distance terrified by her great torment.  

Translate:  

They will weep and cry.  How terrible! How terrible for that great city.  

Translate:  

She was so beautiful, the woman clothed in finest purple and scarlet linens, adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls.  

Translate:  

In one single moment all the wealth of the city is gone.  

Translate:  

All the ship owners and the captains of the merchant ships with their crews will stand at a distance.  

Translate:  

They will weep as they watch the smoke ascend, and say where in all the world is there another city like this?  

Translate:  

They will throw dust on their heads to show their great sorrow, 

Translate:  

and they will say how terrible, how terrible for the great city.  

Translate:  

She made us all rich by her great wealth and now in a single hour it is all gone.

Translate:  

 “But you, Oh Heavens, rejoice over her fate.  

Translate:  

You also rejoice, Oh holy people of God and apostles and prophets, 

Translate:  

for at last God has judged her on your behalf.  

Translate:  

Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder as large as a great millstone.  

Translate:  

He threw it into the ocean and shouted, “Babylon, the great city will be thrown down, as violently as I am throwing this stone 

Translate:  

and she will disappear forever.  

Translate:  

Never again will the sound of music be heard there.  

Translate:  

No more harps, songs, flutes, or trumpets.  

Translate:  

There will be no industry of any kind, no more milling of grain.  

Translate:  

Her nights will be dark without a single lamp.  

Translate:  

There will be no happy voices of brides and grooms.  

Translate:  

This will happen because her merchants were the greatest in the world.  

Translate:  

She deceived the nations with her sorceries.  

Translate:  

In her streets, the blood of the prophets was spilled, and all of God’s slaughtered people all over the world.”

Translate:  

That is a very serious condemnation of evil people, and right in the middle of it, the Spirit of the Lord speaks to the Christian, 

Translate:  

and says, “Come out from her.  Don’t be part of her.  Don’t take part of what she is about.”  

Translate:  

Whether any particular rich country is a modern Babylon, is somewhat open for debate.  

Translate:  

A guiding factor is her killing of the saints.

Translate:  

I believe there are a tremendous number of Christians in the United States and other wealthy countries, 

Translate:  

but there is a rise of evil that has appeared there also.  

Translate:  

There are tides of evil turning; for instance, the killing of unborn babies that is common in every country.  

Translate:  

Whatever the truth is as to what nations may be Babylon today, 

Translate:  

the truth is that whoever walks with the wise, will become wise, and whoever walks with fools suffers harm.  

Translate:  

So let’s look about us for the wise, and let’s walk with them today.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you.

