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119 The Good Man – Thursday

Translate:  

In the previous lessons, we have pursued this spiritual truth:

Translate:  

Prosperity is the reward of the righteous.  

Translate:  

We have talked about how blessings chase the righteous.  

Translate:  

Proverbs 13:22 carries the subject a little further.  

Translate:  

It says a good man (that would be a righteous man)…. 

Translate:  

A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children.  

Translate:  

But a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous. 

Translate:  

It also tells us that a poor man’s field may produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it away.  

Translate:  

You see how the scripture is continuing to draw the contrasts.  

Translate:  

We have seen this all along as we have studied Proverbs, ….

Translate:  

the contrast between those things that are the inheritance of the righteous, 

Translate:  

and those things that are the inheritance of the evil, or of the sinner. 

Translate:  

 (Well) we have to know what prosperity is 

Translate:  

and we have to know what it means to be righteous, 

Translate:  

what it means to be a good man.  

Translate:  

We have looked many times at what Jesus said. 

Translate:  

He said, “True riches do not consist of the things we own, 

Translate:  

but true riches come from having a rich relationship with God.”

Translate:  

A rich relationship with God!  That is a wonderful concept.  

Translate:  

You know some married people don’t have a rich relationship with each other.  

Translate:  

They live in the same house.  

Translate:  

They attend church together.  

Translate:  

They eat breakfast and supper together, 

Translate:  

but they are not intimately acquainted with each other.  

Translate:  

They don’t enjoy each other’s presence.  

Translate:  

They sort of endure the marriage until the end, sometimes only for the children’s sake.  

Translate:  

That is certainly not a rich relationship.  

Translate:  

Just because you are in a covenant relationship with someone….

Translate:  

that doesn’t mean it is a rich relationship.  

Translate:  

Just because you are part of a Christian community,…. 

Translate:  

that doesn’t mean you are having a rich relationship with God,  

Translate:  

 or an intimately loving relationship with God.  

Translate:  

These verses in Proverbs are talking about prosperity.  

Translate:  

They are talking about righteousness.  

Translate:  

Today they are telling us that a good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children.  

Translate:  

There will be something left over to give them.  

Translate:  

There will be such a rich relationship with God that it will be imparted. 

Translate:  

It will be communicated to his children and even his children’s children.

Translate:  

Now I am going to tell you that it is possible to think in terms of money, 

Translate:  

to think in terms of land and riches when we look at the inheritance, 

Translate:  

but Jesus made it clear that our possessions that are valuable are not money and land, 

Translate:  

but it is our understanding and intimacy with God.  

Translate:  

And that should be our inheritance.  

Translate:  

What should we be passing on to our children?  

Translate:  

We should be passing on to them a rich relationship with God.  

Translate:  

They should be seeing us walking on a daily basis with the Savior.  

Translate:  

If they grow up in our household, they should see us in an attitude of prayer.  

Translate:  

They should see us in an attitude of thanksgiving.  

Translate:  

They should see us praising and worshiping the Lord.  

Translate:  

I am telling you, that if they see that, they will want it, and they will have it 

Translate:  

and they will pass it on to their children also.  

Translate:  

In the same area of the Gospels where Jesus talks about that rich relationship with God,   
Translate:  

He makes this point very clear in Matthew 6:21, 

Translate:  

he says simply and distinctly, “Where your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will be also.”  

Translate:  

Where is your heart? What do you think about during the day?  

Translate:  

What do you dwell on?  What do you work for?  

Translate:  

Do you make the kingdom first?  Do you have kingdom thoughts?  

Translate:  

Do you think about building the kingdom?  

Translate:  

Do you think about beautifying the kingdom?  Do you plan to beautify the kingdom?  

Translate:  

Is there a part of your busy schedule that is committed to seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness?

Translate:  

If you don’t have a plan for this, you will never do it.

Translate:  

Day to day activities will take up every minute of your time  

Translate:  

Or have you put Jesus and the kingdom into neat little slots, maybe on Sunday or Wednesday night?

Translate:  

and convinced yourself that that is all that is necessary.  

Translate:  

Jesus said seek first the kingdom of God.  

Translate:  

Seek first the kingdom of God!  

Translate:  

And then a good man will leave an inheritance for his children’s children, 

Translate:  

a wonderful inheritance!  

Translate:  

Yesterday, I made a statement that I did not thoroughly prove from the scriptures.  

Translate:  

I said that being lost is bad, 

Translate:  

but it is even worse being lost and thinking that you are saved.  

Translate:  

Some of you may have been provoked by that thought and began asking yourself questions.  

Translate:  

Well, Brother Steve, are you putting the finger on my heart, 

Translate:  

and am I one of those people who thinks he is saved but really isn’t saved?  

Translate:  

Or am I lying to myself?  

Translate:  

We listed several ways of looking at your life to discover whether or not you really are saved. 

Translate:  

We looked at some biblical concepts and asked if they apply.  

Translate:  

Are we leaning on Him all day long?  

Translate:  

Are we leaning on the everlasting arms?  

Translate:  

Do we love the brethren?  Is it only some that we love?  

Translate:  

Do we love those that are richer than us?  Do we love those that are poorer than us?  

Translate:  

Do we love those that don’t love us?  That is a real big one.  

Translate:  

Do we hear God’s voice?  When was the last time God spoke to you? 

Translate:  

and you knew that He spoke to you, and you did what He told you to do, 

Translate:  

and you saw the results of obedience to God?  

Translate:  

Do you have the peace that passes understanding?  

Translate:  

Are you bothered by bad news?  Are you easily shaken? 

Translate:  

Are you living a life of worry and fear?  Or do you live with deep joy?  

Translate:  

You see, the answer to all of these questions are related to your being a good man, 

Translate:  

and whether or not your inheritance is going to be worth passing on to your children and grandchildren.  

Translate:  

Well, I mentioned how dangerous is it to think you are saved when you are not saved from the scriptures.  

Translate:  

So let’s keep reading in Matthew 6:22.  

Translate:  

This is spiritual language, but it says what we are trying to say.  

Translate:  

Your eye is a lamp for your body.  

Translate:  

Your eye….what you look at….what you focus on is a lamp for your body.  

Translate:  

It says a pure eye let’s sunshine into your soul.  

Translate:  

New Living Testament uses the words, “pure eye”.

Translate:  

 In the King James Version, it is referred to as a “single eye.”  

Translate:  

It says if your eye be single….That means, if you are only looking at one thing, 

Translate:  

what is it that you would be looking at?  Jesus.  

Translate:  

If you are focused on Jesus and the Kingdom…..

Translate:  

They are all wrapped up in each other….  

Translate:  

If your eye is single on the kingdom, then it says that sunshine will flood your soul, 

Translate:  

but it goes on and says “but an evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.”  

Translate:  

How much time are you spending watching television?  

Translate:  

How much time are you watching the works of darkness performed before your eyes?  

Translate:  

It has become so common, such a common part of our culture that the news, even, is pornographic.  

Translate:  

You can’t even watch the news, without watching ugly scenes of violence and sex.  

Translate:  

Why is that? Well, the people that do the news program, (they) have to make a living too. 

Translate:  

They know that sex sells.  

Translate:  

They know that violence sells, so they fill their news programs with it. 

Translate:  

and we justify our watching it because we say well that’s the news.  

Translate:  

Well it is not simply the news; it is evil men trying to make an advertising dollar.

Translate:  

It says an evil eye shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.  

Translate:  

If your eye is not single, if what you are looking at is darkness, then how great is that darkness? 

Translate:  

 But listen, not only is that bad, there is another phrase here that is extremely scary.  

Translate:  

It says if the light you think you have is really darkness, how deep that darkness will be.  

Translate:  

That is the one I wanted to get to.  Let me repeat it. 

Translate:  

It says if the light you think you have is really darkness, how deep that darkness will be.  

Translate:  

If your Christianity is not real and true, if it is not based on the word of God, 

Translate:  

if it is not true life, if it is only an imitation of life, 

Translate:  

then your inheritance will also be passed down to your children, and they will have the darkness too.  

Translate:  

If the light you think you have is really darkness, how deep will that darkness be?  

Translate:  

If you think you are saved and you are not really saved, 

Translate:  

if you are only going through the motions, 

Translate:  

if you are only involved in the Christian game, then you will not be being fulfilled.  

Translate:  

You will not be leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Translate:  

You will not be loving the brethren.  

Translate:  

You will not be hearing his voice.  

Translate:  

You will not be experiencing the peace that passes understanding, 

Translate:  

and the joy of the Lord will be replaced by a cheap substitute called soulish happiness.  

Translate:  

 Now you can go to Christian events and sing Christian songs and have a great time.  

Translate:  

You can have a great time at a football game too.  

Translate:  

You can have a great time at a fraternity party.  

Translate:  

You can sing.  People raise their hands at rock concerts, and they really get into the music.  

Translate:  

They really sway and swing with the music.  

Translate:  

Swaying and swinging with the music is not necessarily having the joy of the Lord.  

Translate:  

The joy of the Lord is far more precious.  

Translate:  

If the light you have is really darkness, how deep that darkness will be.  

Translate:  

What if you think that you have Christianity, and you think you have Jesus, 

Translate:  

but instead you have what the Bible calls another Jesus. 

Translate:  

 (You see the Apostle Paul in the book of Galatians talks about another Jesus, 

Translate:  

an imitation Jesus, a mock Jesus, a pretend Jesus, a substitute Jesus.  

Translate:  

There is real faith and there is cultural faith.  

Translate:  

You must be born again.  

Translate:  

A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children.  

Translate:  

I pray for your children’s inheritance today.  

Translate:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate:  

God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
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