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TRANSLATE:  

If you are a regular listener to A Proverb A Day, I think you will agree that the book of Proverbs is rich indeed.  

TRANSLATE:  

It encourages us. It warns us.  

TRANSLATE:  

It offers new possibilities to us that we have never thought about. 

TRANSLATE:  

It talks about the practical details of our every day lives.  

TRANSLATE:  

It gets very close to us sometimes.  We don’t want to hear what it says.

TRANSLATE:  

The Proverb that we are looking at today can be a little too close, 

TRANSLATE:  

closer to our hearts than we’d like for it to be.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a warning.  It’s a wakeup call.  

TRANSLATE:  

Before we actually look at it, I’d like to mention something else, 

TRANSLATE:  

a story about an officer found in the house of Israel.  

TRANSLATE:  

Thousands of years ago, nation of Israel had officers that were called watchmen.  

TRANSLATE:  

The watchmen had a responsibility to look out around the city walls.  

TRANSLATE:  

They sat at the gate of the city , and they looked out across the land. 

TRANSLATE:  

They were appointed to see if there was any trouble coming.  

TRANSLATE:  

And I believe in the body of Christ today, we have spiritual watchmen, 

TRANSLATE:  

who are supposed to be looking out to see if there is any trouble coming.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen as I read the responsibilities of the watchmen found in Ezekiel chapter 22.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says in verse 1, “Once again a message came to me from the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

He said, Son of dust, say to the people, when I bring an army against a country, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the people of that land choose a watchman, 

TRANSLATE:  

and when he sees the army coming, and blows the alarm to warn them, 

TRANSLATE:  

that everyone who hears the alarm and refuses to heed it, 

TRANSLATE:  

if he dies, the fault is his own,

TRANSLATE:  

for he has heard the warning and he wouldn’t listen.  The fault is his.  

TRANSLATE:  

If he had heeded the warning, he would have saved his life.  

TRANSLATE:  

But if the watchman sees the enemy coming and doesn’t sound the alarm 

TRANSLATE:  

and doesn’t warn the people, he is responsible for the people.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will die in their sins, but I will charge the watchman with their death.  

TRANSLATE:  

What this is telling us is that this office of watchman, this role of watchman has responsibility associated with it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Remember, here he is a man perhaps sitting on a wall of the city looking out, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he sees an army far away marching towards the city .  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, he can do one of two things. 

TRANSLATE:  

He can cry out an alarm or he can say well it won’t matter if I say anything or not.  

TRANSLATE:  

That army is big and we will have war anyhow and just let it happen. 

TRANSLATE:  

But he is called to cry an alarm so that the city can prepare. 

TRANSLATE:  

The city gates will close and be locked securely.

TRANSLATE:  

The people will go home and hide their valuables and lock their doors.

TRANSLATE:  

The men of the city will put on their weapons and prepare for the attack. 

TRANSLATE:  

So after the watchman cries an alarm, he is no longer responsible.

TRANSLATE:  

It is a responsibility of the people who are listening.  

TRANSLATE:  

Are they going to listen?  Are they going to believe him?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are they going to do what he tells them to do?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are they going to be warned?  

TRANSLATE:  

That is the question regarding the Proverb that we are going to read today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you going to be warned?  Are you going to respond?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you going to hear this word today or are you going to ignore it?  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in the book of Ezekiel, all those that heard the warning and protected themselves, they were saved, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those that refused to hear the warning, they died.  

TRANSLATE:  

The only responsibility of the watchman was to give the warning. 

TRANSLATE:  

He wasn’t liable as to whether they received it or didn’t receive it. 

TRANSLATE:  

So I am going to have to give a warning today and you may receive it, 

TRANSLATE:  

or you may not receive it, 

TRANSLATE:  

but I have a responsibility to warn you, using the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s turn to it: Proverbs chapter 14 verse 2.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Those who follow the right path fear the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those who take the wrong path despise him.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This is a scary thought.  In the New International Version, it says this; 

TRANSLATE:  

“He whose walk is upright, fears the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he whose ways are devious, despise him.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Have you ever considered the possibility, that the way you are walking, 

TRANSLATE:  

the way you are conducting your life, reveals the fact that you despise the Lord?  

TRANSLATE:  

That you hate the Lord?  

TRANSLATE:  

I am talking about people who say they know the Lord and say they are saved,

TRANSLATE:  

But they willfully do what is wrong and they know it.  

TRANSLATE:  

You may not have thought about this 

TRANSLATE:  

because in Jeremiah, the prophet tells us that the heart is wickedly deceitful.  

TRANSLATE:  

In another place in Proverbs, it tells us that every man’s ways are clean in his own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, it is very difficult for us to judge ourselves and our motives.  

TRANSLATE:  

We don’t really know about ourselves, whether or not our heart is true.  

TRANSLATE:  

We need the word of God to reveal to us whether or not our heart is true, 

TRANSLATE:  

because our heart is wickedly deceitful.  

TRANSLATE:  

It will even lie to us, 

TRANSLATE:  

so we could be despising the Lord and not even aware of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

But the scripture tells us that those who follow the right path fear the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those who take the wrong path despise him.  

TRANSLATE:  

That means if you are walking outside of the word of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are disobeying the wisdom of God in the way you conduct your life, 

TRANSLATE:  

what that is showing is that you despise the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

even though you may not be conscious or aware of the fact.  

TRANSLATE:  

You are still despising the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now that is an Old Testament reference.  Does Jesus ever talk like that?  

TRANSLATE:  

Does Jesus ever suggest the possibility that somebody might despise him? 

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, he does.  Look with me in Matthew chapter 6 verses 24 through 33.  

TRANSLATE:  

As we have done earlier in this study in Proverbs, we have had many opportunities to look at this same scripture.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is interesting how this scripture keeps popping up over and over again, 

TRANSLATE:  

as we relate the wisdom of Proverbs to the teachings of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is a very clear statement.  Listen to it.  

TRANSLATE:  

“No one can serve 2 masters for you will hate one and love the other, 

TRANSLATE:  

or be devoted to one and despise the other.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can not serve both God and money.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think this may be the area where many people fail. 

TRANSLATE:  

Their hearts have tricked them regarding the deceitfulness of riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

We think we are serving God when we are serving money, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the scripture tells us clearly that if you are serving money, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you are despising the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

How do you know whether or not you are serving money? 

TRANSLATE:  

Well, let’s read the rest of the verse here.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “So I tell you, don’t worry about everyday life, 

TRANSLATE:  

whether you have enough food, drink and clothes.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Ah, right away you must ask yourself, am I worried about this?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are you worried about whether or not you have enough to eat, or have enough to drink?  

TRANSLATE:  

Is your worry regarding your food what drives you when you get up in the morning? 

TRANSLATE:  

Is it what motivates you?  Is it what makes you do what you do?  

TRANSLATE:  

If it is, then there is a strong possibility that you are serving money instead of serving God. 

TRANSLATE:  

Listen further to the word of the Lord.  “Doesn’t life consist of more than food and clothing?  

TRANSLATE:  

Look at the birds.  They don’t need to plant or harvest, 

TRANSLATE:  

or put food in barns because your heavenly Father feeds them.  

TRANSLATE:  

And are you far more valuable to him than they are?  

TRANSLATE:  

Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?  

TRANSLATE:  

Of course not!  Then why worry about anything? 

TRANSLATE:  

Look at the lilies and how they grow. 

TRANSLATE:  

They don’t work or make their clothing.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yet King Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  

TRANSLATE:  

And if God cares so wonderfully for the flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow, 

TRANSLATE:  

won’t he more surely care for you?  

TRANSLATE:  

You have so little faith!”  

TRANSLATE:  

How do we spend our time?  How do we spend our energy?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you have a kingdom of God mindset? 

TRANSLATE:  

Do we think about building God’s kingdom, 

TRANSLATE:  

or do we think about getting enough money to buy things?  

TRANSLATE:  

What rules our life?  Who are we serving?  What are we serving?  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture tells us that if we are serving money, we are despising God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:2,  “Those who follow the right path fear the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those who take the wrong path despise him.”  

TRANSLATE:  

So here we are serving money, not realizing that we can’t serve 2 masters,

TRANSLATE:  

not realizing that the scriptures tell us that we will have hate for one and love the other.

TRANSLATE:  

As I said earlier, I am like the watchman at the city gate.

TRANSLATE:  

I can only tell you what I see in the scriptures.

TRANSLATE:  

If you have heard it, then you are responsible for what you have heard.

TRANSLATE:  

Of course, I have to listen to my own words.

TRANSLATE:  

I have to consider how hard I seek after money.

TRANSLATE:  

I have to consider that I might be despising God if I do seek after money as my way of life.

TRANSLATE:  

We have not covered the first part of the Proverbs 14:2.

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Those who follow the right path fear the Lord.”

TRANSLATE:  

Why do people follow the “right path”?

TRANSLATE:  

Do they fear the Lord?  Proverbs says “Yes”.

TRANSLATE:  

When we were young, we had parents who told us to tell the truth.

TRANSLATE:  

They may have told us to not to fight with our brothers or sisters.

TRANSLATE:  

They were actually telling us parts of the right path.

TRANSLATE:  

Now as adults, we can make our own choices.

TRANSLATE:  

In fact we have many choices to make every day.
TRANSLATE:  

Now we may make the right choice, but is it for the right reason?

TRANSLATE:  

….not to please men or not for fear of getting caught,

TRANSLATE:  

but out of obedience to God?

TRANSLATE:  

 Remember, “Those who follow the right path fear the Lord.”

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bless you and have a great eternity.

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
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