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Translate:

We have said many times that the book of Proverbs is extremely profitable. 

Translate:

Yes, there are many things in Proverbs that make good sense.  

Translate:

Today’s verse is one of those verses: Proverbs 14 verse 7. 

Translate:

Quite simply it says, “Stay away from fools for you won’t find knowledge there.”  

Translate:

I have heard it said that the devil is in the details.  

Translate:

How do we apply this Proverb from God today?  

Translate:

What is the spiritual lesson that is found in Proverbs 14 verse 7?  

Translate:

What is God saying to us here that will make us wiser than we were yesterday? 

Translate:

Let’s look at it again.  “Stay away from fools for you won’t find knowledge there.”  

Translate:

The King James Version has a little twist to it.  

Translate:

It says, “Go from the presence of the foolish man …..

Translate:

when you perceive not in him the lips of knowledge.”  

Translate:

The King James Version, in this case, is a little more direct. 

Translate:

It says go away. Get away from the foolish man.  

Translate:

And when do you do it?  

Translate:

When you hear that his lips are not pronouncing knowledge.

Translate:

The New Testament tells us that we are supposed to separate ourselves from people who are not following God.  

Translate:

Of course the wisest life that there is, is to seek God.  

Translate:

So the person that is not seeking God can be said to be foolish.  

Translate:

In II Corinthians chapter 6, it says “What union can there be between God’s temple and idols, 

Translate:

for we are the temple of the living God.”  

Translate:

God said, “I will live in them and walk among them.  

Translate:

They will be my people and I will be their God.  

Translate:

Therefore come out from them and separate yourselves from them says the Lord.  

Translate:

Don’t touch their filthy things and I will welcome you, 

Translate:

and I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

Translate:

This sounds a lot like Proverbs 14 verse 7.  

Translate:

 It says, “come out from them. Get away from them.  

Translate:

I want to be your God.  I will live in you. I will walk among you.  

Translate:

Do not associate with those who are seeking after idols. 

Translate:

When was the last time you left the presence of an individual, because of their spiritual foolishness?  

Translate:

It is very easy to say that some person is squandering his money or he is drinking too much alcohol, 

Translate:

or he has got an argumentative spirit.  He acts like a fool.  

Translate:

He argues all the time.  He is sneaky and can’t be trusted.  

Translate:

We can look at some parts of people’s lives and say, 

Translate:

“That seems foolish to me and I am going to get away from that.”  

Translate:

But is that all that the Bible is talking about?  

Translate:

It says to get away from the foolish man when you find out that he doesn’t have knowledge.

Translate:

If you have been with us long, you know we have talked about the difference between the knowledge of God 

Translate:

 in contrast to earthly knowledge or worldly knowledge.  

Translate:

Could it be that God is saying for us to disassociate ourselves from people who don’t have knowledge of God, when it says, “You perceive in him not the lips of knowledge”?  What is it that reveals knowledge of God?  It is a person’s lips, his tongue, his heart that speaks what he is full of.  Is this person having a heart that is full of God?  Does he talk about the things of God?  Do the people you associate with, talk about the things of God? 

My mother-in-law came back from a trip.  She had been with family members, and she said when she got back, it was good to be back where the Bible, the things of God and Jesus are talked about freely.  She knows that the family members are all Christians.  They all go to church regularly, but they simply don’t talk about the things of God.  They talk about everything else except the things of God.

Could it be that they are like the unwise virgins found in the Gospels.  We are going to look at that story, in a few minutes.  First let’s look at Luke chapter 12 verse 21.  It says, “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth, but not have a rich relationship with God.”  Jesus is talking here.  He is saying that a foolish person’s treasure is not in heaven.  His treasure is on earth.  He is trying to have more money. More clothes.  More homes.  Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth, but not have a rich relationship toward God.

When we listen to this, we could say, “Wait, I have to work.  I can’t be ‘spiritual’ all the time.”  That is true.  We do have to work.  As a matter of fact, because of Adam’s sin and the fall of creation, we all have to work.  Remember what it says in Genesis 3 verse 19.  It says “by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground.”  By the sweat of our brow, we are condemned to work, because of Adam’s sin.  There is no question that we all have to work, but Jesus comes and says, “Seek you first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all of these other things will be provided for you.”

Jesus didn’t say that you don’t have to work anymore.  He came and said, “Let’s get your priorities right.  If you are concerned about what you are going to eat and what you are going to drink, and what you are going to put on to wear.  You have two ways of dealing with that concern.  You can go out and work overtime and never see your family.  Or you can seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and God will cause the work that you do to be enough, to provide enough.  You will be filled with a rich relationship with God, and you won’t have all of these appetites for the things of the world.  Alleluia!

Proverbs 14:7 says, “Depart from the presence of a fool, when you see or understand that his lips are not seeking knowledge.  Let’s put this into a spiritual framework.  Let’s look in Matthew chapter 25 verses 1 through 14.  It says, “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be liken unto 10 virgins which took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were wise and five of them were foolish.  They that were foolish took their lamps but took no oil with them.  But the wise took oil in vessels with their lamps.  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  At midnight there was a cry made.  “The bridegroom comes. Go out to met him.” Again all the virgins arose and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish said unto the wise, “Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out.”  But the wise answered saying, “Not so, less there not be enough for us and you, but go you rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.”  While they went to buy, the bridegroom came and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage and the door was shut.  Afterwards, came also the other virgins saying Lord, Lord open to us, but he answered and said, “Verily (Truly) I say unto you.  I know you not!”  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour where in the Son of man cometh.

This passage of scripture certainly compares the wise with the foolish, and it is showing us here that the foolish are those that are fools toward God.  They didn’t have a rich relationship toward God.  It was a very expensive mistake.  The door was shut.  They didn’t have oil for their lamps, but the wise ones had oil in their lamps.  They were spiritually rich toward God.  What does all of this mean?  What is the meaning of the oil and the lamps?  The lamps speak of light.  The light speaks of revelation.  Revelation speaks of knowledge.  Knowledge is knowledge of God.  

“Go from the presence of the foolish man, when you perceive not in him the lips of knowledge.”  You see, it is said about these foolish virgins that they did not have oil in their lamps.  But I don’t believe that physical lamps are being referred to here.  They didn’t have knowledge of God.  They hadn’t been buying the truth.  They hadn’t been going out seeking understanding and revelation.  They were virgins. They had more or less kept themselves clean and unspotted. Yet they were foolish.  They did not pursue a rich relationship with God.  

When the time came, the door was shut.  They couldn’t find their way in.  They didn’t expect to be left out.  They were expecting him to come, but they weren’t REALLY expecting him to come.  If they had truly expected him to come, they would have been seeking him.  They would have had oil in their lamps.  The oil speaks of the Holy Spirit.  The priests in the Old Testament were anointed with oil, which authorized and empowered them with the Holy Spirit.

If the virgins had had oil in their lamps, if their lamps had been burning, they would not have been left out or left behind.  Is your lamp burning today?  Are you buying oil for your lamp?  Are you seeking knowledge of God?  Is the Bible, the word of God, a rich part of your life?  I hope so.  I hope that you are not like the foolish virgins.  I hope that you are like the wise virgins.  Not only will the door be opened, but you will have a wonderful eternity.  This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.  Go get some oil for your lamps and have a great day.  God bless you.

