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Translate:

The Lord tells us in First Corinthians, that spiritual things are spiritually understood.  

Translate:

I have made an effort in studying the book of Proverbs to show the spiritual side of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:

Today Proverbs 14 verse 11 tells us, “The house of the wicked shall be overthrown, 

Translate:

but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.”  

Translate:

The Living Testament says, “The house of the wicked shall perish, 

Translate:

but the tent of the Godly shall flourish.”  

Translate:

Is this talking about homes being blown down by wind or set on fire?  

Translate:

Is it talking about tents growing bigger and better?  

Translate:

How does the tent of the Godly flourish?  

Translate:

It is clear that we need to see the spiritual truth that is found in these words.  

Translate:

“The house of the wicked shall be overthrown, 

Translate:

but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.”  

Translate:

We could start by saying when the word “house” appears, 

Translate:

it does not necessarily mean house, as we think of house.  

Translate:

It is not a place on the street, such as the green house on Main Street.  

Translate:

There is something far more important being spoken of here, 

Translate:

than the building in which we place our belongings and where we sleep at night.

Translate:

Whenever the Bible talks about the house of Jacob or the house of Joseph, 

Translate:

or the house of anybody, they are really talking about their family. 

Translate:

Consider the house of Abraham. He didn’t have a house.  

Translate:

He lived in tents.  And he traveled much of his life, 

Translate:

but he still had what we would call a household, 

Translate:

the household of Abraham, the family of Abraham.  

Translate:

That puts a new light on this scripture.  “The house of the wicked shall be overthrown, 

Translate:

but the house of the upright shall flourish.”  

Translate:

The problem that is confronting us today, the most awesome difficulty in our society is the destruction of the family.

Translate:

This is true in America and Europe especially.  

Translate:

Families are falling apart all around us.  

Translate:

We hardly know what a family is anymore.  

Translate:

A family used to be a man married to a woman and having children.  

Translate:

But now we have a woman that is related to several men, 

Translate:

and we have a man related to several women.  

Translate:

To add confusion to everything, there are people lobbying for family to mean something else: 

Translate:

…..to mean two men living together or two women living together. 

Translate:

Not only has the family fallen apart in America, 

Translate:

but we have lost the understanding of what a family is.  

Translate:

This seems to me to surely be a fulfillment of prophecy here in Proverbs chapter 14, 

Translate:

where is says the families of the wicked will be overthrown.

Translate:

You see, it is our pursuit of wickedness, 

Translate:

our pursuit of sin and pleasure, that has gotten us into this predicament… 

Translate:

of the families being unraveled, torn apart and destroyed.  

Translate:

Why is the family so important?  

Translate:

Our understanding of family is essential to God Himself.  

Translate:

To have a heavenly Father….Jesus said when you pray, pray after this manner, 

Translate:

“Our Father which art in heaven.  Hallowed be they name.”  

Translate:

Our Father,… God uses the terms of family to relate himself to us.  

Translate:

God is our Father.  

Translate:

What happens to children when they grow up, and never know their earthly father, 

Translate:

….or have 2 or 3 fathers along the way.  

Translate:

It gets very confusing to understand how to cry out to the father when he is missing.  

Translate:

In these awful predicaments of the destroyed family, 

Translate:

we loose the ability to understand the meaning of Father. 

Translate:

So how do we know how to relate to God, the Father?

Translate:

In addition, throughout the New Testament, the words, brother and sister appear.  

Translate:

How close are you to your brother?  

Translate:

It has been said, “Blood is thicker than water.”  

Translate:

Even when you are mad at your brother, 

Translate:

even when you are having difficulty getting along together, he is still your brother.  

Translate:

It is especially true if you both have the same father and mother. 

Translate:

That is not the way it is for many today.  

Translate:

I am not talking about children whose mother or father may have died when they were little.  

Translate:

I am talking about willful parents forsaking the responsibility of their children. 

Translate:

Here is where the children experience their broken family and tend to repeat it,

Translate:

because the model of their broken family was imprinted upon them as children.

Translate:

May I add, they also suffer greatly…..lack of love, security and often provision.

Translate:

Because a brother may have a different sister 

Translate:

or that child may have a different parent,

Translate:

they have the additional pressures of accepting strangers as new parents and new siblings.

Translate:

They have rivalries and jealousies among them, with no real commitment to each other.  

Translate:

We better understand that “the house of the wicked shall be overthrown, 

Translate:

but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.”

Translate:

The fact is that the family has been being destroyed in America for many decades.  

Translate:

Some of you listening to me at this moment are members of families that have become unraveled.  

Translate:

They have been torn apart by the lust for sin that is rampart everywhere.  

Translate:

I have good news for you.  

Translate:

The promise of the Bible is that he sets the lowly in families.  

Translate:

Ultimately the Lord wants to see to it that no one misses out on the opportunity of being in a family.  

Translate:

He does want to be your Father, your heavenly Father.  

Translate:

Jesus is your brother, and you have brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Translate:

If you missed out on a family, a natural family, 

Translate:

it is more difficult for you to enter into a spiritual family, but it is not impossible.  

Translate:

Christ desires that you be accepted in the Beloved.  

Translate:

He desires that you be brought into the sheepfold, and become part of his people.  

Translate:

He wants to give you what you haven’t had or understood. 

Translate:

“The tabernacle of the upright shall flourish,” is the promise of the scripture.  

Translate:

Paul tells us this in the New Testament.  

Translate:

He says, “Know you not, that you are the tabernacle of the Holy Ghost.” 

Translate:

Or in the King James Version, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of the Holy Spirit.”

Translate:

Where it said “ye,” or “you”,  it was not a singular “you” such as “you John” or “you Jane”. 

Translate:

It was a plural “you” meaning “you all” or all of you members of the church. 

Translate:

“Know you not that your church gathering is a tabernacle or a tent for the Holy Spirit.”  

Translate:

Don’t you know “when you come together, 2 or 3 in the name of Jesus, 

Translate:

when you come together as a body of believers, that God is in your midst.”

Translate:

In other words, you are together with “family”.

Translate:

The promise of Proverbs is that the tabernacle of the upright or righteous shall flourish.  

Translate:

This is God’s intention that we would always have family.

Translate:

Though our earthly families may be destroyed in many ways, war and disease as well as divorce,

Translate:

God has prepared an eternal family for us that nothing can destroy.

Translate:

“The tent or the family of the house of the wicked perishes, 

Translate:

but the house of the righteous flourishes.”  Praise the Lord. 

Translate:

Flourishing occurs when truth is spoken and life is brought forth, 

Translate:

when the people of God follow the practices of God and the principles of God.  

Translate:

But even some churches have problems.  

Translate:

In Titus, we are told there are many who rebel against right teaching.  

Translate:

They engage in useless talks and they deceive people. 

Translate:

Some teachers are only interested in money.  

Translate:

It says by such teaching, they turn whole families away from the truth.  

Translate:

If you are part of a church that is focused on money, 

Translate:

and that is all you ever hear is money, money, money, 

Translate:

I would suggest you consider another church, another place to worship, 

Translate:

because the scripture is true that there are rebellious teachers who are only interested in stuffing their pockets with money.

Translate:

That is not church, good people.  That is not church.  

Translate:

We need to get to a place where Christ is the center of the meeting and not money.  

Translate:

Find a place where Jesus is worshipped and not money.  Alleluia.  

Translate:

The believers found an answer.  They made families and the church into ‘one’.  

Translate:

How did they do it?  In the book of Acts, it says this:

Translate:

they worshipped together in the temple each day and then they met in homes for the Lord’s Supper.  

Translate:

They shared their meals with great joy and generosity all the while praising God.  

Translate:

There is an interesting answer there.  

Translate:

You see, in the early church for the first 300 years of Christianity, 

Translate:

they met primarily in the homes of the believers.

Translate:

The natural family was the setting for the spiritual family. 

Translate:

We find further in Acts chapter 5 that “everyday in the temple and in their homes, 

Translate:

they continued to teach and preach this message that the Messiah you have been looking for is Jesus.  

Translate:

They found that they could bring Christ and bring the church into their homes. 

Translate:

I would encourage you to do that also. 

Translate:

It is okay to be part of a meeting that takes place in a building down the road, 

Translate:

but do you have church at home? 

Translate:

Do you worship God in your home?  Do you sing to the Lord?  

Translate:

Do you pray in your home? Do you preach in your home?  

Translate:

Is there a manifestation of Jesus in your home? 

Translate:

The others that need Christ should be able to find him in your home. 

Translate:

Remember that the house of the upright shall flourish.  

Translate:

Your family can flourish, as your home becomes a preaching station, 

Translate:

as your home becomes a meeting place for the righteous.  Alleluia.

Translate:

I strongly recommend that you consider having prayer meetings in your home. 

Translate:

I strongly recommend that you invite brothers and sisters not just to have a meal, 

Translate:

but to praise and worship the Lord God, like they did in the Bible.  

Translate:

The Bible is a very good handbook, that shows us how to do things.  

Translate:

If you will follow the ways of the Word, you will flourish.  

Translate:

This is Brother Stephen Keel, and this A Proverb a Day.  

Translate:

I pray that you have a great eternity.  Go out and be a blessing to somebody today.  God bless you. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

