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Translate:
If you are a regular listener to A PROVERB A DAY, you are aware of the fact 

Translate:
that we have been pursuing the subject of “hot-headedness” “foolishness,” and “anger”. 

Translate:
This effort of ours to open up the complete book of Proverbs 

Translate:
allows us to look at some issues of life that are really significant, things that really matter.  

Translate:
One of the things that happens with the Book of Proverbs is that it repeats itself quite often.  

Translate:
Today we are continuing to look at the word “folly”.

Translate:
and as I was looking at it I discovered that the word “folly” appears over 25 times in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:
Now as we have looked into the book of Proverbs, one of our goals has been this:

Translate:
…..to discover, how does Jesus feel about the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:
What did Jesus say about the themes or the subjects that were discussed in the book of Proverbs? 

Translate:
So whenever it is possible, we have taken the concepts or the teachings of the book of Proverbs 

Translate:
and we have looked into the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

Translate:
to find out those things that Jesus taught about the concepts in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate:
In doing so, we find that many of the things in Proverbs 

Translate:
point to a certain list of things in the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

Translate:
If you have been listening to A PROVERB A DAY over a long period of time,

Translate:
we go back to the same teachings of Jesus.  Today is NOT unlike those days.  

Translate:
We are going to be reminded of some very familiar now scriptures in the Gospels, 

Translate:
and that’s good, because these scriptures should become very familiar to you.  

Translate:
This is central core knowledge everyone should know.  

Translate:
Proverbs repeats it over and over again, and Jesus teaches on it very emphatically. 

Translate:
So with that as a background, let’s turn to Proverbs 14:18.  

Translate:
It tells us: “The simpleton is clothed with folly, 

Translate:
but the wise person is crowned with knowledge.”  

Translate:
In the New International Version it says: “The simple inherit folly, 

Translate:
but the Prudent are crowned with knowledge.”  

Translate:
The simpleton can be found in every community, ….

Translate:
someone who is simple or foolish or unwise. 

Translate:
I fear that in today’s society, we have more simpletons than ever before.  

Translate:
We have more people that are clothed with folly than ever before, 

Translate:
people who are ignorant of the ways of God 

Translate:
and who are recklessly pursuing their own pleasure.  

Translate:
The wise person though is crowned with knowledge.  

Translate:
Let’s look at the Gospel.  Let’s look at Matthew chapter 7 verses 24 through 27.  

Translate:
Hear the word of the Lord. 

Translate:
It says, “Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me…

Translate:
 is wise like a person who built his house upon a solid rock.  

Translate:
Though the rains come in torrents and the flood waters rise 

Translate:
and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on a rock.”  

Translate:
We have mentioned this before but we will mention it again.  

Translate:
The rains will come.  The winds will come. 

Translate:
Rain and wind are a part of life.  

Translate:
There are trials.  There are difficulties.  

Translate:
There are problems that the Christian and the non-Christian alike face . 

Translate:
But Jesus tells us that those people who have made the word of God a central part of their lives, 

Translate:
will be able to stand in any buffeting, in any torrent, any storm.  

Translate:
They will be able to stand it.  

Translate:
They will be able to have victory in the midst of any kind of difficulty.  

Translate:
What does this mean to us?  The wise person is crowned with knowledge.  Knowledge comes with seeking.  

Translate:
We have to seek knowledge.  We have to bind it continually upon our hearts and tie it around our neck.  

Translate:
The commandment is a lamp, the law is light, and the reproof and correction are a way of life. 

Translate:
Have you yet in listening to this program, been encouraged to take time,,,, 

Translate:
every day of your life to look at the word of God, ….

Translate:
to hear for yourself personally “what thus sayeth the Lord?”  

Translate:
I strongly recommend some disciplined approach to the word of God, 

Translate:
some time of day where you are going to seek the word of God.  

Translate:
My mother-in-law has made a covenant with herself.  

Translate:
She has made an agreement with herself.  

Translate:
She said, “I won’t read the news paper until after I have read the Word of God 

Translate:
because I want to make the Word of God first in my life, 

Translate:
and if I read the news paper first, then the Word of God is not first.”  

Translate:
So she has this agreement with herself 

Translate:
She has disciplined herself to do this unto the Lord.

Translate:
And whenever she misses her normal Bible reading and that newspaper is lying there on the table 

Translate:
and she is thinking about sitting down and reading the news paper, 

Translate:
it comes to her mind this covenant, and she is good to her word.  

Translate:
She is true to her agreement with herself.  She will pick up her Bible and she will read her daily word. 

Translate:
She will get her daily bread because anybody who listens to this teaching…. 

Translate:
and obeys it is like a person who builds his house on a rock.  

Translate:
This is wisdom.  A wise person is crowned with knowledge.  

Translate:
The prudent or sensible people are crowned with knowledge.  

Translate:
But the verse goes on and says, “Anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish 

Translate:
….like a person who builds a house on sand.  

Translate:
When the rain and the floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will fall with a mighty crash.”  

Translate:
Now the interesting part about this scripture from Matthew chapter 7 is that it is clearly showing us somethin…

Translate:
,,,,,that it is not enough simply to be exposed to the Word of God.  

Translate:
It is not enough simply to hear the word of God.  

Translate:
Of course, you can’t obey the word of God unless you hear it. 

Translate:
That is why I recommend a daily time that you set aside for reading the word of God.  

Translate:
If you just have difficulty reading, tapes are available that you can pop in a little $15 tape recorder 

Translate:
and you can hear the Word of God, and you can replay that tape with just a punch the button. 

Translate:
Also CD’s or compact discs or DVD’s are available.  It may cost you something.

Translate:
The word is God is very costly.  

Translate:
It cost Jesus his life, but the story of his life found in these pages doesn’t cost much to buy

Translate:
and if you remember to punch that button every day of your life, 

Translate:
before long you will have heard read to you out loud the entire Word of God, 

Translate:
and as you listen regularly, as it begins to minister to your spirit, 

Translate:
hopefully you can pick up a Bible and follow along as it is being read, 

Translate:
and low and behold, what reading skills you may have missed because you don’t read well …

Translate:
God can teach you,

Translate:
and you can become a wise person who is crowned with knowledge.  

Translate:
I work in the prison system.  I have been a volunteer Christian Bible teacher, 

Translate:
and I have preached for over 20 years in jails and  prisons, 

Translate:
and on several occasions I have met men whom God taught  to read. 

Translate:
They learned how to read when they became hungry for the Word of God.  

Translate:
I saw men that were 30 years old that didn’t know how to read and suddenly they could read.  

Translate:
I know one man that not only learned how to read in English, but he got so excited about the whole thing, 

Translate:
he began to learn to read in Greek and in Hebrew also, 

Translate:
because he became that hungry for the Word of God.  

Translate:
Now this is somebody who couldn’t read the “want ads” in the newspaper, 

Translate:
and never had a decent job because he couldn’t even apply.  

Translate:
He couldn’t fill out the application for a job.  He had to have his wife read the “want ads” for him. 

Translate:
And he learned Greek and Hebrew because of his hunger for God that was stirred by his relationship with God.  

Translate:
When the rains and the floods come and the winds beat against that house it will fall with a mighty crash.  

Translate:
That is the house where the people hear the Word of God but they don’t obey it.  

Translate:
Now, you have got to hear it.  

Translate:
You have got to know it before you can obey it, but after you have heard it, 

Translate:
then you need a willingness and desire to obey the Word of God.  

Translate:
That regular reading of the Word of God that I am referring to becomes your daily instructions.  

Translate:
It never ceases to amaze me how as I do my daily reading of the Word of God, 

Translate:
there is a passage from the scripture that applies directly to my life that day. 

Translate:
There’s a section of the scripture that has issues in it that have to do with the very issues that I am being challenged with in that day.  

Translate:
And then I have to make the decision: am I going to do it God’s way.  

Translate:
Am I going to do it the way it’s done by the holy men of old, 

Translate:
or am I going to continue to pursue my own way of doing things?  

Translate:
The book of psalms is wonderful for getting instruction.  

Translate:
David was a man after God’s heart and he experienced all the things that you and I experience, 

Translate:
and he wrote about them, and it’s a wonderful book of instruction seeing how David responded.  

Translate:
Ultimately David said, “I will bless the Lord, and all that is within me will bless the Holy Name of God. 

Translate:
HA, if we could see into David’s heart and get the attitude of David, we could fight any battle.  

Translate:
We could overcome any enemy.  We could have confidence in God, 

Translate:
faith in God and victory in the daily battles of life.  

Translate:
“Anyone who listens to my teachings and obeys me is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.  

Translate:
Though the rains come in torrents and the floodwaters rise, and the winds beat against that house, 

Translate:
it won’t collapse because it is build upon a rock.”  

Translate:
Jesus is the rock of my salvation.  His banner over me is love. 

Translate:
His Word is a manufacturer’s handbook.  It reveals to me the pathways to life, and in his presence (THERE ARE?) is fullness of joy, fullness of joy.  

Translate:
Alleluia!  If you have been classified as a simpleton, if you have been pursuing folly, there is a way out.  

Translate:
Seek the Word of God.  Obey it.  Become crowned with knowledge.  

Translate:
Let your life and your light so shine before men that God will receive the glory. 

Translate:
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

Translate:
I pray that you will open the Bible today and be fed mightily.  God bless you.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

