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148 Many Friends Wednesday

TRANSLATE:  

It’s fair to say that we are all familiar with this fact:

TRANSLATE:  

that the Bible teaches us to love our neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

I believe that today’s look at Proverbs will give us new insights.

TRANSLATE:  

What does it mean to love our neighbor?  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 14:20 through 21.  “The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the rich have many friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

He who despises his neighbor sins, 

TRANSLATE:  

but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now that verse is a very honest verse.  It tells it like it is.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that the poor don’t get very much attention from their neighbors, 

TRANSLATE:  

but rich people have many friends. 

TRANSLATE:  

This reminds me of a song that says the same thing.

TRANSLATE:  

“Nobody loves you when you are down and out.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that he who despises his neighbor sins, 

TRANSLATE:  

but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.  

TRANSLATE:  

I think what it is telling us is that when we are NOT kind to the needy, 

TRANSLATE:  

then we are despising them, for we are showing a form of hatred to them. 

TRANSLATE:  

 But the scripture tells us that blessed is he who is kind to the needy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of us would like to have more friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

The lack of friends is so prevalent in our society today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of us feel like we don’t have enough friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, I think it would be wise for us to examine our lives….

TRANSLATE:  

in the light of what the Bible has to say about friends, 

TRANSLATE:  

because the Bible being the manufacturer’s handbook, may have some instructions in it 

TRANSLATE:  

that help us to understand both why we don’t have friends and how we find them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Proverbs 18:24 tells us there are friends who destroy each other, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now actually in the King James Version it says that a man that has friends must show himself to be friendly.  

TRANSLATE:  

So we see that “there are friends that destroy each other.” 

TRANSLATE:  

And that “the man that has friends must show himself friendly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Basically what it means is this: 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are not friendly,  why are you surprised that you don’t have many friends?   

TRANSLATE:  

Friendships begin with you.  

TRANSLATE:  

Friendships begin with your attitudes and your actions toward everyone.  

TRANSLATE:  

We will discover before we are finished today the pathway to having friends.

TRANSLATE:  

It is found in obedience to the scriptures. 

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible says to love thy neighbor as thyself.  

TRANSLATE:  

What do we do for ourselves?  

TRANSLATE:  

We feed ourselves.  We put clothes on ourselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

We pamper ourselves with nice things whenever we can.  

TRANSLATE:  

 Obviously we love ourselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

If we have neighbors in need and we are not caring for their needs, we are not loving them. 

TRANSLATE:  

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” 

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord.  Back to Proverbs 18:24.  “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It goes on and says, “But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s because we have a friend that we can be a friend.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  

What a friend we have in Jesus.  All our sins and griefs to bear.   

TRANSLATE:  

He listens to you doesn’t he?  He listens to you.  When you have a need, he listens to you.  

TRANSLATE:  

A friend is one who listens, who will sit down and listen 

TRANSLATE:  

and not simply tell you what you ought to do, 

TRANSLATE:  

but one who listens.  Blessed he is who is kind to the needy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Sometimes we need to just listen, and as we listen to that needy person, God may give us an insight or an understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

 or something that we can say to that person and help them.  

TRANSLATE:  

King David addressed the issue of friends. 

TRANSLATE:  

 He mentioned one of his problems he had in finding friends and having friends, 

TRANSLATE:  

and what it was, was the business of false friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are people who pretend to be friends, who are not really friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I think the reason the Holy Spirit would have us look at these Psalms right now 

TRANSLATE:  

is so that we won’t be guilty of this, that we don’t want to be false friends toward anyone.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to David in Psalm 28 verse 3.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Don’t drag me away with the wicked, with those who do evil….

TRANSLATE:  

those who speak friendly words to their neighbors, while planning evil in their hearts.”  

TRANSLATE:  

See, that’s a false friend.  There’s a neighbor who speaks friendly words, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he really doesn’t intend to follow through on his friendliness. 

TRANSLATE:  

He is only doing it out of a false heart. 

TRANSLATE:  

 David mentions this subject again in Psalm 62 verse 4.  

TRANSLATE:  

He talks about some of his friends and neighbors and says, 

TRANSLATE:  

“They plan to topple me from my high position.  They delight in telling lies about me.  

TRANSLATE:  

They are friendly to my face, but they curse me in their hearts.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I know that everyone of us has been guilty of doing this.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is a person in our neighborhood, in our acquaintance who is sort of at the bottom of the pile.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were unfriendly.  

TRANSLATE:  

The reason they don’t have friends is because they didn’t show themselves to be friendly.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were destroying the neighbors, 

TRANSLATE:  

so then in response, what we did was walk up to them, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we were icy smooth and smiling, but inwardly in our heart, we were cursing them. 

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it interesting how the Bible knows who we are, and what we are made of and how we do things? 

TRANSLATE:  

Whoever would have thought that the Bible was so insightful into the human nature?  

TRANSLATE:  

We do it all the time.  We are friendly to their face, but we curse them in our heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is not the pathway to friendship, friends. 

TRANSLATE:  

The pathway to friendship is being honest and straight forward, and listening and helping those that are in need.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Apostle Paul gives us some very clear instructions.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says this in Galatians chapter 6 verses 7 through 10.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Don’t be misled.  Remember that you can’t ignore God and get away with it. 

TRANSLATE:  

You will always reap what you sow.  

TRANSLATE:  

So if you sow falseness to your neighbor, if you give them friendly words, 

TRANSLATE:  

but inwardly you are cursing with your heart, don’t be surprised if others so that to you.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will always reap what you sow.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires, 

TRANSLATE:  

will harvest the consequences of decay and death, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those who live to please in the Spirit of God, will harvest  everlasting life, 

TRANSLATE:  

so don’t get tired of doing what is good.  Don’t get discouraged and give up, 

TRANSLATE:  

for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.  

TRANSLATE:  

Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone, 

TRANSLATE:  

especially to our Christian brothers and sisters.”  

TRANSLATE:  

There it is. There’s the direction of the scripture 

TRANSLATE:  

and it brings us right back to our Proverb for today.   

TRANSLATE:  

It says,  “The poor are shunned even by their neighbors but the rich have many friends.  

TRANSLATE:  

He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.  

TRANSLATE:  

So the instruction of the scripture is kindness to the needy.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s doing good.  It’s sowing seeds into the lives of other people, sowing seeds of the spirit of love.  

TRANSLATE:  

The promise is that if we sow, we will reap an eternal harvest, if we’re rich toward these people.  

TRANSLATE:  

If we can be rich toward God, we can be rich toward our neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible tells us “Freely our have received, freely give.”  

TRANSLATE:  

So if God gives us out of his abundance, we can give out of the abundance of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Blessed is he who is kind to the needy.”   

TRANSLATE:  

We are supposed to see that they are cared for. We are supposed to listen to them.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are supposed to be friendly toward them and we are supposed to avoid falseness, falseness of heart.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are supposed to avoid false words.  We are to be true to that. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now a last word of instruction from the Gospels regarding our friends…. 

TRANSLATE:  

This is recorded in Luke chapter 6.  

TRANSLATE:  

“And why worry about the speck in your friends’ eye when you have a log in your own.  

TRANSLATE:  

How can you think of saying, friend, let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye, 

TRANSLATE:  

when you can’t see past the log in your own eye!  

TRANSLATE:  

Hypocrite, first get rid of the log from your own eye.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then perhaps you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eyes.”  

TRANSLATE:  

I think maybe one of the biggest obstacles to friendship is our judgments.

TRANSLATE:  

When we run around judging them, criticizing them, looking at their faults and their failures….  

TRANSLATE:  

instead of building them up, edifying them, pointing out to them the presence of God in their life, 

TRANSLATE:  

we spend time, much, much, too much time looking at their failures…..

TRANSLATE:  

their weaknesses and those things about them that irritate us.  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture tells us clearly, why should you worry about a speck in your friend’s eyes when you have a log in your own?  

TRANSLATE:  

How can you think of saying friend, let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye, 

TRANSLATE:  

when you can’t see past the log in your own eye.  Hypocrite, it says.  

TRANSLATE:  

Get rid of the log in your own eye, 

TRANSLATE:  

then perhaps you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eyes.  

TRANSLATE:  

A man that hath friends must show himself friendly.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be friendly by taking care of needs.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be friendly by listening to people when they have problems.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be friendly by speaking true words, not words of deceit, and falseness.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s be friendly by not judging our neighbor, but by appreciating them 

TRANSLATE:  

and recognizing that they too are a child of God. Alleluia! 

TRANSLATE:  

This is a pathway to friendship.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you will find new friends today as a result of listening to Proverbs 14:20. 

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bless and have a great day.
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