PAGE  
157 A Child’s Fortress 2 Tuesday, Week 32

Page 15 of 15

157 A Child’s Fortress 2 Tuesday, Week 32

TRANSLATE:  

The book of Hebrews instructs us to provoke one another to love and to good works.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that I can provoke you today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are looking at a very interesting scripture in Proverbs 14: 25 and 26.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us “A truthful witness saves lives, or a true witness delivers souls,” 

TRANSLATE:  

and then in verse 26 it goes on and it says that he who fears the Lord has a secure fortress 

TRANSLATE:  

and for his children it will be a refuge.  

TRANSLATE:  

What I am getting out of this is ……

TRANSLATE:  

that among the souls that are saved or delivered, are the souls of our children.  

TRANSLATE:  

When we are a true witness, when we are walking in Christ, 

TRANSLATE:  

when we are walking in the spirit, 

TRANSLATE:  

when we are walking in connection with the Truth itself, ….with Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

then we provide a secure fortress for our children, 

TRANSLATE:  

a refuge, a place of protection for them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday we looked at the fact that the fortress is associated with battle, and with war, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I’m going to repeat what I said yesterday in Malachi.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that the spirit of the Lord is going to come 

TRANSLATE:  

and he will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the hearts of the children to their fathers, 

TRANSLATE:  

or else I (the Lord)  will come and strike the land with a curse.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, we have seen the curse upon fatherless children in our country today.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have seen the curse of the family being broken down, 

TRANSLATE:  

people trying to create families out of men married to men 

TRANSLATE:  

and women married to women, raising others’ children.

TRANSLATE:  

and trying to call that marriage, trying to call that a family.  

TRANSLATE:  

There’s a great national confusion in America today regarding the family.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, there is no confusion in the Word of God regarding the family.  

TRANSLATE:  

The family is a man married to a woman giving birth to children, 

TRANSLATE:  

living together and prospering together, being protected together.  

TRANSLATE:  

But in this passage of Malachi, there is a connection to the fortress 

TRANSLATE:  

because it talks about a warrior believer, a believer who is a warrior.  

TRANSLATE:  

We don’t often think about warrior believers, 

TRANSLATE:  

but in Matthew chapter 11 verse 12, it says, 

TRANSLATE:  

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, 

TRANSLATE:  

the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, 

TRANSLATE:  

and forceful men lay hold of it.  

TRANSLATE:  

The kingdom of God doesn’t accidentally happen to people.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to go out and pursue it.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we have to fight battles.  

TRANSLATE:  

We have to fight spiritual battles. 

TRANSLATE:  

An enemy is trying to prevent us from walking in the things of the kingdom, 

TRANSLATE:  

and we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood, 

TRANSLATE:  

but against principalities and powers in high places, 

TRANSLATE:  

but we must wrestle.  

TRANSLATE:  

We fight.  The promise in Malachi right there 

TRANSLATE:  

when it talks about the hearts of the fathers 

TRANSLATE:  

and the hearts of the children being united, 

TRANSLATE:  

 it tells us that surely the day is coming that will burn like a furnace.  

TRANSLATE:  

All the arrogant and every evil-doer will be stubble, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that day that is coming will set them on fire.  

TRANSLATE:  

The people that are selling crack-cocaine 

TRANSLATE:  

to your children or to the children of your community, 

TRANSLATE:  

that fire will come to them.  

TRANSLATE:  

It will either cleanse them and heal them, or it will destroy them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the fire is coming, says the Lord Almighty.  

TRANSLATE:  

Not a root or a branch will be left to them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but for you who revere my name.  

TRANSLATE:  

 This is the promise now to the truthful witnesses. 

TRANSLATE:  

This is the promise to those who fear the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  

But to you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise 

TRANSLATE:  

with healing in its wings.  

TRANSLATE:  

Christ will be elevated within you.  Jesus in you, 

TRANSLATE:  

Christ in you, the hope of glory!  

TRANSLATE:  

You are a tent for Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

You are a tabernacle for Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Holy Spirit lives within you, 

TRANSLATE:  

and Malachi says the Lord will arise with healing in his wings.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

You will be the agent of healing, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall.  

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord! No more sad-faced Christianity.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are joyfully pursuing the appointments that God has made for us.  

TRANSLATE:  

He has appointed for each of us specific battles, 

TRANSLATE:  

specific victories, specific times 

TRANSLATE:  

when we are going to see his spirit move through us in a powerful way, 

TRANSLATE:  

and people will be saved, healed and delivered.  

TRANSLATE:  

And now continuing reading in Malachi chapter 4 verse 3, it says, 

TRANSLATE:  

“Then you will trample down the wicked 

TRANSLATE:  

and they will be ashes under the soles of your feet 

TRANSLATE:  

on the day when I do these things, says the Lord Almighty.” 

TRANSLATE:  

That’s a hard one for many of us to accept.  

TRANSLATE:  

What? Me trampling down the wicked?  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t have any natural strength to go out and fight with. 

TRANSLATE:  

But don’t you know that you can trample down the wicked simply by the word of prayer.  

TRANSLATE:  

As you cry out and ask God, not to vindictively destroy, 

TRANSLATE:  

but to heal and deliver.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can get the drug dealers put in prison, but what good would that do?  

TRANSLATE:  

We want to see them converted, delivered, delivered. 

TRANSLATE:  

A true witness delivers souls.  

TRANSLATE:  

Our attitude toward the evil isn’t that they be suppressed and destroyed, 

TRANSLATE:  

but that their evil ways be trampled down, 

TRANSLATE:  

that the sun of righteousness can rise with healing in its wings, in their heart.  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

And he who fears the Lord will have a secure fortress 

TRANSLATE:  

and his children will have a place of refuge.  

TRANSLATE:  

And then the promise in Malachi is stating….. 

TRANSLATE:  

I will send before you the Prophet Elijah 

TRANSLATE:  

before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes 

TRANSLATE:  

and he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children 

TRANSLATE:  

and the hearts of the children to their fathers.  

TRANSLATE:  

The restoration of the family! Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look just briefly at what God really wants for us regarding the family.  

TRANSLATE:  

Psalm 128 tells us:  “How happy are those who fear the Lord, who follow his ways.  

TRANSLATE:  

You will enjoy the fruit of your labor.  

TRANSLATE:  

How happy you will be! How rich your life will be!”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now it is getting ready to talk to us about happiness.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine flourishing within your home.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Mind you, it doesn’t say, “flourishing as the CEO of a local corporation.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It says “your wife will be like a fruitful vine flourishing within your home.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now I have no problem with women working 

TRANSLATE:  

as long as their home is their most important job.  

TRANSLATE:  

They should flourish within their home, taking care of the children.  

TRANSLATE:  

“Your wife will be like a fruitful vine flourishing within your home, 

TRANSLATE:  

and look at those children.  

TRANSLATE:  

There they sit around your table 

TRANSLATE:  

as vigorous and healthy as young olive trees.  

TRANSLATE:  

That is the Lord’s reward for those who fear him.  

TRANSLATE:  

May the Lord continually bless you from Zion.  

TRANSLATE:  

May you see Jerusalem prosper as long as you live, 

TRANSLATE:  

and may you live to enjoy your grandchildren, 

TRANSLATE:  

and may Israel have quietness and peace.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Children are the inheritance of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

“He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

and for his children, it will be a refuge.”  

TRANSLATE:  

“A truthful witness saves lives, but a false witness is deceitful.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look for a minute at Psalm 127, just before Psalm 128, 

TRANSLATE:  

It talks very much about the same thing. 

TRANSLATE:  

“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  

TRANSLATE:  

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

TRANSLATE:  

the watchman stands guard in vain.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now it’s taking here about a household of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s talking about a family, about God building a family.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says,  “In vain you rise up early and stay up late toiling for food to eat, 

TRANSLATE:  

for God grants sleep to those he loves.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now this is an admonition to the fathers among us 

TRANSLATE:  

who spend all our time working, staying up late, 

TRANSLATE:  

getting up early, never spending much time with their family.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s vain!  It’s vain!  God can provide for you.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now in verse 3 of Psalm 127, it saysthis:

TRANSLATE:  

“Sons are a heritage from the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

Children are a reward from him, 

TRANSLATE:  

like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth.  

TRANSLATE:  

Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.  

TRANSLATE:  

They will not be put to shame, 

TRANSLATE:  

but they contend with the enemies in the gate.”  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

Children are the heritage of the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the man that fears God has a secure fortress, 

TRANSLATE:  

and I am just adding this, my own thoughts.  

TRANSLATE:  

Men that have secure fortresses usually are warriors, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they take the kingdom by force, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they go out and they proclaim the good news, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they stand up against evil, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they bless those that are in need of a blessing.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

We are talking about Christianity here that’s a winning game, a victorious life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Blessed with children. 

TRANSLATE:  

Blessed with a refuge, a fortress, a place of security.  

TRANSLATE:  

A truthful witness delivers souls. 

TRANSLATE:  

The message today is that among the souls that would need deliverance are your very own children.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you haven’t got the real thing, if you are playing games with religion, 

TRANSLATE:  

if all you are doing is toying with the traditions of men, 

TRANSLATE:  

don’t be surprised when one day your children, say something like this? 

TRANSLATE:  

“Hey, I’m not going to church today.  It bores me!”  

TRANSLATE:  

I assure you there’s nothing boring about the reality of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

If your children are deserting you and your church, 

TRANSLATE:  

it’s time to examine whether or not you are truly a true witness, 

TRANSLATE:  

truly walking with Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want to provoke you today to walk with Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A Proverb A Day.  

TRANSLATE:  

Just be excited about the promises that are yours.  God bless.
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