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TRANSLATE:  

We are going to take a slightly different track today than what we normally do.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are studying the book of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are trying to learn to be wise.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well our proverb today is going to open up a discussion 

TRANSLATE:  

that isn’t going to as biblically centered as some of our other times.

TRANSLATE:  

Today we are going to look a little more at church history…. 

TRANSLATE:  

in an effort to understand how important this particular proverb is to our lives today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 14:28.  

TRANSLATE:  

“A large population is a king’s glory, 

TRANSLATE:  

but without subjects, a prince is ruined.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now you may be saying to yourself, well what does that have to do with me?  

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t live in a kingdom. 

TRANSLATE:  

There are no princes in my neighborhood.  

TRANSLATE:  

“A large population is the king’s glory.” 

TRANSLATE:  

In Proverbs 14:28 in the New Living Testament it says.

TRANSLATE:  

“A growing population is a king’s glory.  

TRANSLATE:  

A dwindling nation is his doom.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The King James Version says, “As in a multitude of people is the king’s honor, 

TRANSLATE:  

but in the want of people is the destruction of the prince.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord didn’t preserve the book of Proverbs for us so that it would be meaningless.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is, in fact, meaningful.  

TRANSLATE:  

The king that’s being referred to here, could be a normal natural king, 

TRANSLATE:  

like the king of England or the king of Denmark, and the principle applies.  

TRANSLATE:  

I saw a TV program about the king of Denmark the other day.  

TRANSLATE:  

When the king of Denmark’s nation became smaller, 

TRANSLATE:  

his ability to protect himself and to protect his kingdom became smaller, 

TRANSLATE:  

and eventually he lost his kingdom to the king of Sweden.  

TRANSLATE:  

A dwindling nation represents the doom of the king naturally speaking.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well I believe that the reference there, though, is not limited to natural kings. 

TRANSLATE:  

 We are talking about King Jesus here.  A King! The King of Kings!  

TRANSLATE:  

“A large population is a king’s glory, but without subjects, a prince is ruined.”  

TRANSLATE:  

The King of Kings….this applies to him also.  He needs subjects.  

TRANSLATE:  

He needs people that are under him in order for his glory to be manifested. 

TRANSLATE:  

As I considered this verse, I said well Lord, what does it mean?  

TRANSLATE:  

What should I speak about relative to this dwindling population?  

TRANSLATE:  

How does this relate to the people who are listening today?    

TRANSLATE:  

And the Lord reminded me that across America, in congregation after congregation, 

TRANSLATE:  

there are churches that are getting smaller and smaller, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..that have fewer and fewer people in them. 

TRANSLATE:  

Now this isn’t true in every church.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many churches are growing.  

TRANSLATE:  

And it is exciting to be in a growing church, 

TRANSLATE:  

but many of us are not experiencing a growing church.

TRANSLATE:  

One of the strongest evidences of this is ….

TRANSLATE:  

that there are not very many young people in the congregation.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are the grandchildren that come, maybe those kids between 5 and 14 years old, 

TRANSLATE:  

but where are the young people between the ages of 18 and say 28?  

TRANSLATE:  

They are missing from many of our congregations.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are a few, one or two that have become enthusiastic about God, 

TRANSLATE:  

that have received the Lord, that are saved and maybe singing in the choir, 

TRANSLATE:  

or playing in a praise and worship team, 

TRANSLATE:  

but as I look across the pews, I see the very young people, and the moderately old 

TRANSLATE:  

This refers to what the Bible calls a dwindling nation.  

TRANSLATE:  

The King Jesus is doomed by a dwindling nation.  

TRANSLATE:  

His impact on lives is reduced as the church dwindles away and gets smaller.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s because of this dwindling population in many churches today, 

TRANSLATE:  

that I feel it necessary to have just a little conversation about church history.  

TRANSLATE:  

It happened that I had to same conversation in the prison recently 

TRANSLATE:  

when a question came up about speaking in tongues.  

TRANSLATE:  

Someone wanted to know why is it that some people do, and some people don’t?  

TRANSLATE:  

Why are some people enthusiastic about the gifts of God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and why some people can’t seem to understand?.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well that brought up a very interesting discussion 

TRANSLATE:  

regarding the waves of the Spirit as they moved in the church.  

TRANSLATE:  

In this case we are going to look at the last 300 years.  

TRANSLATE:  

Hang on now!  I am trying to make this interesting.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s a history lesson, but sometimes we can learn from history.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s look at the Mayflower.  

TRANSLATE:  

Most of us in America remember the first Thanksgiving meal 

TRANSLATE:  

and how the Indians helped the settlers to survive the winter, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they were so thankful for everything.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well that Mayflower ship that brought those believers to the United States,,,,

TRANSLATE:  

…… had on it a group of people that were fleeing religious persecution.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Europe, they had not been able to pray the way they felt they ought to pray, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..so they moved around and moved around 

TRANSLATE:  

and finally they came to America seeking religious freedom.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were very grateful and they instituted Thanksgiving.  

TRANSLATE:  

They were very thankful that God had provided them a place to live….

TRANSLATE:  

…. where they could seek the face of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

The principle that I want to discuss here today is……

TRANSLATE:  

that there are no grandchildren in the Kingdom of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yes, there are children in the Kingdom of God. 

TRANSLATE:  

What I mean is that every man has to be born again himself.  

TRANSLATE:  

We can’t live on our father’s faith or on our grandfather’s faith, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it seems as if the way revival works is that God comes to a people at a time 

TRANSLATE:  

and then within roughly 50 or 75 years, that people dwindle, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then there’s another revival, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then in another 50 or 75 years, that people dwindle, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then there’s another revival, 

TRANSLATE:  

and in fact, that’s exactly what happened.  

TRANSLATE:  

There was a revival that brought the people here in the 1600’s.  

TRANSLATE:  

By the middle of the 1700’s, a cold formalism had come into the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

and people were just not interested in the moving of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

They had turned God into a theological idea.  

TRANSLATE:  

They only wanted to talk about the great ideas about God, 

TRANSLATE:  

but they didn’t have much contact with God himself.  

TRANSLATE:  

One of the first revivals in our country came under John and Charles Wesley, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it was known as the Great Awakening, and there were others…..

TRANSLATE:  

A guy named Jonathan Edwards and George Whitfield came to this country 

TRANSLATE:  

and there was great excitement about God at that time.  

TRANSLATE:  

Multitudes of people rushed off to meetings to hear about the Lord Jesus 

TRANSLATE:  

and the impact he could have on their lives. 

TRANSLATE:  

and a great fervor for God spread across the land.  

TRANSLATE:  

But then it dwindled.  Cold formalism, no children.   

TRANSLATE:  

The next generation didn’t know the excitement of the previous generation, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it dwindled, and then in the middle of the 1850’s…. 

TRANSLATE:  

there was another revival that took place with great excitement again, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then a reaction against it.  

TRANSLATE:  

A group of theologians tried to deny everything about God.  

TRANSLATE:  

They didn’t believe in miracles.  They didn’t believe in the virgin birth.  

TRANSLATE:  

They didn’t believe in the Trinity.  They didn’t believe in anything.  

TRANSLATE:  

And they started the whole wave of cold formalism again.  

TRANSLATE:  

They moved away from the heart of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

And then another revival in the 1900’s, about 50 years later.

TRANSLATE:  

It was known as the Pentecostal Revival,

TRANSLATE:  

and people once again knew the fervor for God, 

TRANSLATE:  

…..the fire for God, and there was a great excitement.  

TRANSLATE:  

But that too waned and another cold formalism came about, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then in the 50’s and again in the 70’s there were more revivals.  

TRANSLATE:  

And I was saved during the time known as the Jesus people.  

TRANSLATE:  

People all over the country,….. hippies with long hair and funny clothes, 

TRANSLATE:  

…. they were seeking Jesus, and they were a part of the Jesus movement.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of them are older today, and again cold formalism has crept in.  

TRANSLATE:  

I am telling you this so that if you are part of a congregation that’s dwindling, 

TRANSLATE:  

part of a congregation that is getting smaller instead of getting larger, 

TRANSLATE:  

I would seriously suggest that you consider more contacts with more Christians some place.  

TRANSLATE:  

Find out where a church is growing.  

TRANSLATE:  

Go and associate with that growing church.  

TRANSLATE:  

You don’t have to give up on the church that you are a part of.  

TRANSLATE:  

I know that you love them dearly and there are many times close family members 

TRANSLATE:  

and very close friends, brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

but it’s not enough just to die, with a dying church.  

TRANSLATE:  

You should consider getting out of your cold formalism 

TRANSLATE:  

and getting back into a love relationship with Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

getting back into the fervor and the excitement that comes from the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

I like to look at the book of Revelation as an anticipation of what’s yet to come, 

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to Revelation chapter 7 verses 9 through 12.  

TRANSLATE:  

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude 

TRANSLATE:  

that no one could count from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

TRANSLATE:  

standing before the throne in front of the Lamb. 

TRANSLATE:  

They were wearing white robes 

TRANSLATE:  

and holding palm branches in their hands, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they cried out with a loud voice.  

TRANSLATE:  

Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, 

TRANSLATE:  

and all the angels were standing around the throne, 

TRANSLATE:  

and around the elders and the four living creatures, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they fell down on their faces before the throne and they worshipped saying, 

TRANSLATE:  

“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom…. 

TRANSLATE:  

and thanks and honor and power and strength 

TRANSLATE:  

to our God forever and forever, Amen!”  

TRANSLATE:  

Alleluia! The reason I like to read that scripture and think about that scripture 

TRANSLATE:  

is because it tells us that no matter how small a congregation has dwindled, 

TRANSLATE:  

no matter how things appear to have gone backwards, 

TRANSLATE:  

and there seems to be a lack of fire among the congregation,

TRANSLATE:  

Know for a certainty that eventually God is going to draw us 

TRANSLATE:  

into this picture that’s found in Revelation.  

TRANSLATE:  

And out of every nation and every tribe and every people and every language, 

TRANSLATE:  

many will stand before God saying with a loud voice saying 

TRANSLATE:  

that salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.  

TRANSLATE:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  

TRANSLATE:  

Praise and glory and wisdom and honor, 

TRANSLATE:  

and power and strength be to our God forever and ever.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you are part of a cold congregation, it’s only temporary, 

TRANSLATE:  

but it could be that you have to go and get a little closer to the fire.  

TRANSLATE:  

A dwindling population is a nation’s doom.  

TRANSLATE:  

I encourage you to move out in Jesus today. 

TRANSLATE:  

 This is Brother Stephen Keel. This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  

Go have a great eternity.

Translate Here:   
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Translate Here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com.
