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TRANSLATE:  

Yesterday I suggested that if you are part of a congregation 

TRANSLATE:  

that is getting smaller and smaller over time,

TRANSLATE:  

 that you might consider looking for someplace else to find fellowship.

TRANSLATE:  

The exception would be if you had a vision for your church.

TRANSLATE:  

….if God had told you to visit and invite others,

TRANSLATE:  

….if God showed you that he wanted you to build up this congregation.

TRANSLATE:  

Then, you should follow God and do what he asks.

TRANSLATE:  

And you wouldn’t do it alone.  Others would join you.

TRANSLATE:  

But to tell people to leave a dwindling congregation might make some of you angry.  

TRANSLATE:  

Today we are going to talk about anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

….about patient understanding, about being slow to wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  

In the event that you are a pastor and my description fits your congregation….

TRANSLATE:  

as one overseeing a flock of very young people and very old people……  

TRANSLATE:  

Don’t’ despair.  You also should be seeking more fellowship in more places.  

TRANSLATE:  

Where there is revival, there’s growth.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are people being added.  

TRANSLATE:  

There is excitement drawing people into Jesus, 

TRANSLATE:  

Praise the Lord!  We are simply trying to work through the book of Proverbs.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are trying to understand God’s wisdom.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are trying to learn to be wise about things which God speaks to us, 

TRANSLATE:  

and today we are moving on to the next proverb. 

TRANSLATE:  

We are looking at chapter 14 of Proverbs verse 29.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that a patient man has great understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a quick-tempered man displays folly.” 

TRANSLATE:  

I kind of looked forward to teaching on this particular verse, 

TRANSLATE:  

because I know that it addresses many of us.  

TRANSLATE:  

Many of us have a problem with being quick tempered, 

TRANSLATE:  

with being little time bombs that are set to explode easily, 

TRANSLATE:  

that are triggered by just small things, 

TRANSLATE:  

but Proverbs 14:29 gives us something to shoot for, a target.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that those who control their anger have great understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those with a hasty temper will make mistakes.  

TRANSLATE:  

That’s good enough reason right there for controlling our anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

The King James Version says,  “He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding, 

TRANSLATE:  

but he that is hasty of spirit exalts folly.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you make judgments rapidly?  

TRANSLATE:  

Do you quickly judge things and then allow anger to rise up within you?  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible tells us that this is not the pathway of understanding; 

TRANSLATE:  

This is not a wise thing to do.  

TRANSLATE:  

A wise man, a patient man has great understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

Patience and wisdom go together.  

TRANSLATE:  

Today I would like to provoke us some, to wisdom, understanding and patience. 

TRANSLATE:  

I’d like to begin by mentioning that you CAN control your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

We discussed this several weeks ago.  

TRANSLATE:  

How often does it happen that you are angry….

TRANSLATE:  

and you are expressing that anger to someone, 

TRANSLATE:  

and the telephone rings and you pick the phone up and say, 

TRANSLATE:  

“Hello, how are you?  Nice day isn’t it?”  

TRANSLATE:  

You see what you have done is that you have hidden your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

You controlled and hid your anger when you picked up the telephone.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well that alone proves that you can control your anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you ought to control your anger…. 

TRANSLATE:  

because a patient man, or those who control their anger, it says, have great understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

Let’s see if we can understand why this is true?  

TRANSLATE:  

In fact, I believe that the controlling of anger and the exercise of patience demonstrates Christ alive within us.  

TRANSLATE:  

Christ alive within you! That’s what happens when you get born again.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus comes to live in your tabernacle, in your tent. 

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is there.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  

John the Baptist said I must decrease and He must increase.  

TRANSLATE:  

So I am hasty of spirit.  I lack patience.  

TRANSLATE:  

I get angry in a hurry, but John in his wisdom said this:

TRANSLATE:  

“I must decrease so that he Jesus might increase.”  

TRANSLATE:  

And Jesus is slow to anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus is God and God is slow to anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

We learned this originally in Exodus chapter 34.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now the picture here is that God is talking to Moses. 

TRANSLATE:  

Moses is up in the mountains.  

TRANSLATE:  

God is giving him the 10 Commandments, chiseling them out in stone, 

TRANSLATE:  

and let’s jump into the story for a minute 

TRANSLATE:  

because things that happened then may have caused the Lord to be rapidly angry.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “The Lord said to Moses. Chisel out 2 stone tablets like the first ones 

TRANSLATE:  

and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.  

TRANSLATE:  

Be ready in the morning, and then come out on Mount Sinai.  

TRANSLATE:  

Present yourself to me on top of the mountain. 

TRANSLATE:  

No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain, 

TRANSLATE:  

not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountains.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now do you remember the story?  

TRANSLATE:  

Moses had gone up into the mountains.  

TRANSLATE:  

He had received the commandments from God.  

TRANSLATE:  

He came down off the mountain 

TRANSLATE:  

and the people were dancing and worshipping a golden calf, 

TRANSLATE:  

and Moses in his anger threw the tablets down and broke them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now God has given him a second chance by giving him more tablets.  

TRANSLATE:  

So this time Moses chiseled out 2 tablets like the first ones 

TRANSLATE:  

and he went up to Mount Sinai early in the morning, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he carried the 2 stone tablets in his hand.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now this is interesting …..

TRANSLATE:  

that the first time that the commandments were given, 

TRANSLATE:  

God himself chiseled out the tablets from the rock with his finger, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the second time he made Moses do it. 

TRANSLATE:  

I don’t understand that entirely, but there was a reason for the difference.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now Moses is up on the mountain. 

TRANSLATE:  

He’s going to learn something about God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen to what it says:  “Then the Lord came down in the cloud and he stood there with Moses, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he proclaimed his name, the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he passed in front of Moses proclaiming, the Lord, the Lord,

TRANSLATE:  

the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

abounding in love and thankfulness, 

TRANSLATE:  

maintaining love to 1000’s and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  

TRANSLATE:  

Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished.  

TRANSLATE:  

He punishes the children and their children,

TRANSLATE:  

for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.  

TRANSLATE:  

He is a righteous God.  He does not leave the wicked unpunished,” 

TRANSLATE:  

The part that I wanted you to notice was that God is slow to anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Unfortunately some people have taken advantage of the fact that God is slow to anger. 

TRANSLATE:  

And some of them have even misinterpreted the love of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

They think that God doesn’t notice when they sin.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know, some people have the idea if I were to go out and sin today,

TRANSLATE:  

that a bolt of lightning would come out of the sky and strike them down, 

TRANSLATE:  

but that’s not the way it works, because God is slow to anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

but nonetheless, he will not be mocked.  

TRANSLATE:  

The wages of sin is death, 

TRANSLATE:  

and just because he didn’t stomp on you the minute you did something wrong 

TRANSLATE:  

doesn’t mean that you will not pay the penalty for your sins, 

TRANSLATE:  

but we are not focusing on that at the moment.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are focusing on the fact that God tells us about himself, 

TRANSLATE:  

that he himself is slow to anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, if Jesus is living inside of you, and Jesus is God, 

TRANSLATE:  

and God is slow to anger, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you can become slow to anger also. 

TRANSLATE:  

You can control your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

And you should control your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is wise to control your anger 

TRANSLATE:  

because Proverbs tells us that those who make hasty judgments, 

TRANSLATE:  

those who speak hastily, often make mistakes,… serious mistakes.  

TRANSLATE:  

How often have you said something that you regret saying?  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it true that our words are like swords, ….

TRANSLATE:  

and they can cut the hearts of people that hear them? 

TRANSLATE:  

And many of those words, those cutting words that we have spoken, 

TRANSLATE:  

have been spoken in haste, spoken without restraint,

TRANSLATE:  

simply hurled from your mouth as the result of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Psalm 86 verse 11, David wants to deal with this.  

TRANSLATE:  

He asks the Lord to help him.

TRANSLATE:  

Here’s how he seeks the Lord about it. 

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth.  

TRANSLATE:  

Give me an undivided heart that I may fear your name.  I will praise you.” 

TRANSLATE:  

He goes on.  He says the arrogant are attacking me.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are people out to get me, 

TRANSLATE:  

a band of ruthless men, men without regard.  

TRANSLATE:  

But then he says, “But you, O God, are a compassionate and gracious God,….  

TRANSLATE:  

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”  

TRANSLATE:  

So there we have it. He says teach me your way, O Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

David knew that he wanted to be like the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want to be like the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want you to be like the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:  

One of the ways that we need to be like the Lord is in this area of being slow to anger. 

TRANSLATE:  

It doesn’t mean that we are never angry.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Bible tells us in Ephesians, “be angry and sin not.”  

TRANSLATE:  

There are things that we must be angry about. 

TRANSLATE:  

There are injustices that must be corrected.  

TRANSLATE:  

There are sins that must be stopped, 

TRANSLATE:  

and at times it takes holy anger to rise up 

TRANSLATE:  

to prevent things from occurring that shouldn’t occur. 

TRANSLATE:  

“But he that is of a hasty spirit, exalts folly,” it tells us in Proverbs 14:29. 

TRANSLATE:  

It is not wise to jump in too soon too fast.  

TRANSLATE:  

You may have a situation happen today, 

TRANSLATE:  

or you have one that has already happened, 

TRANSLATE:  

and you were itching to jump into an argument, 

TRANSLATE:  

but the Bible tells us that a patient man has great understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can control your anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can hold back your tongue from making serious mistakes.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

We are calling this session of teaching of the book of Proverbs, “Learn to be Wise” 

TRANSLATE:  

Learn to be wise today.  

TRANSLATE:  

Apply this scripture to your life.  

TRANSLATE:  

Control that hasty spirit, that quick anger.  

TRANSLATE:  

When it comes up, say NO, ….

TRANSLATE:  

….not because Brother Steve said it, but because God said it.  

TRANSLATE:  

Those that control their anger have great understanding.  

TRANSLATE:  

I want you to have great understanding today.  

TRANSLATE:  

I pray for you to be able to control your anger and have a wonderful eternity.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  God bless you.
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