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162 The Poor  Tuesday, Week 33

TRANSLATE:  

In the book of Acts we read a story about the leaders of the church in Jerusalem.  

TRANSLATE:  

They sent a message to some of the gentile churches.

TRANSLATE:  

As you may know, these churches were in other countries….

TRANSLATE:  

and in the message they sent to them was this….. 

TRANSLATE:  

they weren’t supposed to eat meat offered to idols, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they were to remember the poor. 

TRANSLATE:  

The Apostle Paul, who took the message, said he was eager to do that. 

TRANSLATE:  

We want to look at the second part of that request about the poor.

TRANSLATE:  

The Apostle Paul said that he was eager to remember the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

He knew the way the Lord felt toward the poor, and acted toward the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, we are seeing today in Proverbs 14:31 a very strong statement regarding the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that he who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their maker, 

TRANSLATE:  

but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Do we often think of ourselves as showing contempt to God?  

TRANSLATE:  

The King James Version says that he that oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker.  

TRANSLATE:  

Well, we might ignore that verse in that translation,

TRANSLATE:  

because we don’t think often about anybody being reproached.  

TRANSLATE:  

We hardly know what it means to be “reproached”.  

TRANSLATE:  

It has something to do with “contempt”, I guess.  

TRANSLATE:  

But listen to the New Living Testament. This translation makes it very clear.  

TRANSLATE:  

It says, “Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, 

TRANSLATE:  

but those who help the poor honor him.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Wow! It’s telling us here that if we oppress the poor,….

TRANSLATE:  

we insult, we reproach, we show contempt for God.  

TRANSLATE:  

The Lord certainly had a different attitude toward the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Luke chapter 4, he reads an Old Testament prophecy about himself 

TRANSLATE:  

He quotes a passage out of Isaiah. Listen to what he says.  

TRANSLATE:  

He says, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me to 

TRANSLATE:  

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

He sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

TRANSLATE:  

and the recovery of sight for the blind, 

TRANSLATE:  

to released the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This is how Jesus showed or gave evidence to the fact that the spirit of the Lord was on him. 

TRANSLATE:  

Because he was anointed to preach the good news to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

It’s often true that people that are physically poor, are also spiritually poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

The way they got into their financial predicament was by forsaking the ways of God.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now we could thumb our nose up at them…. 

TRANSLATE:  

We could judge them; we could criticize them. 

TRANSLATE:  

We could say you fool! 

TRANSLATE:  

If we did, we may be guilty of oppressing them by our condemnation.  

TRANSLATE:  

It tells us that those who oppress the poor insult their Maker.  

TRANSLATE:  

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me.  

TRANSLATE:  

I have been anointed to preach the good news to the poor.”  

TRANSLATE:  

If it was good enough for Jesus, it ought to be good enough for us.  

TRANSLATE:  

He explained to a young man, that had come to him 

TRANSLATE:  

and was asking about what should he do to be perfect, 

TRANSLATE:  

and Jesus answered, “Iif you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions 

TRANSLATE:  

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  

TRANSLATE:  

Then come and follow me.”  

TRANSLATE:  

It says about that particular man that he was greatly troubled 

TRANSLATE:  

because he owned many things.  He was rich.

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, he had the instruction from the Lord, but he loved his things more.  

TRANSLATE:  

He was more desirous of hanging on to what he owned, 

TRANSLATE:  

than he was of truly following Jesus. 

TRANSLATE:  

Today we are going to study this subject by looking into the book of James.  

TRANSLATE:  

In James chapter 2 in the first verse, it tells us this: 

TRANSLATE:  

“My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism.  

TRANSLATE:  

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, 

TRANSLATE:  

and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes,

TRANSLATE:  

and say Here is a good sit for you, 

TRANSLATE:  

but say to the poor man, You stand there or sit on the floor by my feet, 

TRANSLATE:  

have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts.  

TRANSLATE:  

Now James is writing to the church, 

TRANSLATE:  

and he is telling them how they should treat people who are not as rich as themselves.  

TRANSLATE:  

Is it possible for us to have an attitude?  

TRANSLATE:  

Two men walk into the church meeting.  

TRANSLATE:  

One of them is dressed in fine clothes.  

TRANSLATE:  

We say to one, “Well, hello brother!  Come, have a seat in front here.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Another is dressed poorly, and perhaps we say, 

TRANSLATE:  

“O yes, here’s a place for you toward the back.”  

TRANSLATE:  

James says this is not right.  Let me read to you what he says. 

TRANSLATE:  

“Listen, my dear brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world…. 

TRANSLATE:  

to be rich in faith, and to inherit the kingdom he promised to those who love him.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Now James is quoting Jesus here.  

TRANSLATE:  

On the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said “blessed are the poor in spirit.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Blessed!…..  “For they shall see God.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Listen my dear brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world….

TRANSLATE:  

to be rich in faith!  

TRANSLATE:  

How often is it when the church is putting together their leadership,….

TRANSLATE:  

a board of directors or a deacon board or a governing body, 

TRANSLATE:  

they look out among themselves to those people who are successful and rich, 

TRANSLATE:  

and they ignore the poor 

TRANSLATE:  

even though the poor may be the most spiritual people in the congregation.  

TRANSLATE:  

You see, a poor man is totally and completely dependent on God.  

TRANSLATE:  

A rich man can rely on his riches.  

TRANSLATE:  

A rich man can listen to God when he feels like it, 

TRANSLATE:  

but a poor man is dependent on God for every morsel of food that goes into his mouth 

TRANSLATE:  

and if he is a believer, and if he is spiritual,….. 

TRANSLATE:  

he could be perhaps the most spiritual person in their church.  

TRANSLATE:  

James says, “You have insulted the poor.”  

TRANSLATE:  

Ha! And then he asks a question.  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t it the rich that are exploiting you?  

TRANSLATE:  

Are not they the ones that are dragging you into court?  

TRANSLATE:  

And are not they the ones who are slandering the noble name of the Lord to whom you belong?  

TRANSLATE:  

James makes it very clear.  It’s the rich who people are hiring all the lawyers, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it is the rich people who have the big companies, 

TRANSLATE:  

and it is the rich who pay little wages and exploit the workers.  

TRANSLATE:  

Why is it then that you want to show favoritism to the rich, James says?  

TRANSLATE:  

The poor are rich in faith.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes on and he says if you really keep the royal law found in scriptures…..

TRANSLATE:  

What’s the royal law?  

TRANSLATE:  

“Love your neighbor as yourself”…..you are doing right.  

TRANSLATE:  

But if you show favoritism, you have sinned and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  

TRANSLATE:  

Ha! The Bible is very strong here.  It’s very strong.  

TRANSLATE:  

In Proverbs we read that if you oppress the poor, you are showing contempt for God.

TRANSLATE:  

That means you are insulting God.  

TRANSLATE:  

And now we learn that if you insult the poor, you will be convicted as a lawbreaker.  

TRANSLATE:  

The law is the law of love.  

TRANSLATE:  

The law is the law of “love thy neighbor as thyself”.  

TRANSLATE:  

He goes on.  Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point….

TRANSLATE:  

he is guilty of breaking it all.  

TRANSLATE:  

In other words, you can be a fairly good Christian.  

TRANSLATE:  

You can be doing everything that you ought to be doing. 

TRANSLATE:  

But if you neglect this area of being kind to the poor, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are not having mercy on the poor, 

TRANSLATE:  

if you are not being kind to the needy, 

TRANSLATE:  

then you are breaking the law regarding loving your neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

And whoever stumbles at one part of the law breaks it all.  

TRANSLATE:  

James tells us to speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law, 

TRANSLATE:  

because if we judge without mercy, we will be judged without mercy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Mercy triumphs over judgment.  

TRANSLATE:  

Isn’t mercy what we must extend to the poor?  

TRANSLATE:  

Sometimes the poor are rich in faith, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then we need to honor them, 

TRANSLATE:  

but sometimes the poor are just plain poor, ….

TRANSLATE:  

not only poor, but unclean, 

TRANSLATE:  

not only unclean, but unholy.  

TRANSLATE:  

Some poor people are despicable. They are brute beasts.   

TRANSLATE:  

And here the scripture is telling us to have mercy on them.  

TRANSLATE:  

Mercy and love can rescue them from their poverty,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

in spite of their rotten attitude, in spite of their ugliness.  

TRANSLATE:  

The scripture is telling us to love them. 

TRANSLATE:  

“What good is it, my brothers, if you claim to have faith, but it has no deeds. 

TRANSLATE:  

Can such faith save him?” 

TRANSLATE:  

It says “Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  

TRANSLATE:  

If someone says to him, go I wish you well, keep warm and well fed, 

TRANSLATE:  

but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  Ha! 

TRANSLATE:  

In the same way, if faith is not accompanied by action, it is dead.”  

TRANSLATE:  

This is very plain talk.  

TRANSLATE:  

You have not done enough to go to the poor and say believe in Jesus.  

TRANSLATE:  

It is not enough to go to the poor and say have faith, brother.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you go to that man who has no food to eat….

TRANSLATE:  

or his children are not able to eat, 

TRANSLATE:  

and then merely say to him, have faith, believe in Jesus,…. 

TRANSLATE:  

according to James, you haven’t helped them at all.  

TRANSLATE:  

Open up your pocketbook.  

TRANSLATE:  

Open up your pantry.  

TRANSLATE:  

One way or another, be kind to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know what mercy is?  

TRANSLATE:  

Mercy is when you are kind to somebody that doesn’t deserve it.  

TRANSLATE:  

You know the man goes before the court when he is guilty …..

TRANSLATE:  

and he says to the judge, I am guilty, but I ask you for mercy.  

TRANSLATE:  

The poor are often guilty, but it tells us to be merciful to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

If you have been given the ability, if you have that little bit of extra,

TRANSLATE:  

it doesn’t have to be much, 

TRANSLATE:  

if God has been merciful to you, 

TRANSLATE:  

freely you have received, freely give.  

TRANSLATE:  

Here is your opportunity to be obeying the royal law.  

TRANSLATE:  

Whoever is kind to the needy, honors God, 

TRANSLATE:  

but whoever oppresses the poor insults him. 

TRANSLATE:  

I pray that you have listened today and will obey the message, 

TRANSLATE:  

and that today you will honor God by being kind to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  

and that you will take a new look at loving your neighbor.  

TRANSLATE:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel, and this is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:  

Go out and have a great eternity, and along the way give somebody a bit of help.  

TRANSLATE:  

God bless you.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

