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TRANSLATE:  
Yesterday, we looked at the manufacturer’s handbook, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we saw that a scorner or a mocker resents correction. 

TRANSLATE:  
Probably one of the reasons that scorners or mockers resent correction 

TRANSLATE:  
….is that they don’t see God in everything.  

TRANSLATE:  
If they did, if they saw that God, the Lord Jesus is the author of everything in their life, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..then they would realize that whoever brought that correction to them 

TRANSLATE:  
….was actually a messenger from Jesus himself. 

TRANSLATE:  
It would help them at lot. 

TRANSLATE:  
Well, this idea of Jesus being in charge of everything in our life, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..of being absolutely aware of everything in our life, 

TRANSLATE:  
….has a lot to do with our understanding of Proverbs 15:13.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are marching along in our study of Proverbs, verse by verse. 

TRANSLATE:  
A Proverb a day keeps the devil away. Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:  
Look with me if you will at Proverbs chapter 15 verse 13.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us that the merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, 

TRANSLATE:  
but by sorrow of heart, the spirit is broken.  

TRANSLATE:  
I like the New Living Testament’s explanation of this.  

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “A glad heart makes a happy face.  

TRANSLATE:  
A broken heart crushes the spirit.”  

TRANSLATE:  
And the New International Version takes out that heavy word “countenance”. 

TRANSLATE:  
Our countenance is the way our face appears, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but it simply says that a happy heart makes the face cheerful.  Amen.  

TRANSLATE:  
We have seen people with cheerful faces.  

TRANSLATE:  
 You walk into a room and there is a whole group of people, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but in that room there is one person who plainly has a cheerful face.  

TRANSLATE:  
I hold that some of the greatest times when we have joy and cheer… 

TRANSLATE:  
….is when we are convinced in our heart that Jehovah God, Jesus,

TRANSLATE:  
….loves us and is watching over every detail of our life.  

TRANSLATE:  
Now being convinced of that sometimes is a bit difficult, 

TRANSLATE:  
because there is built into this life of ours, 

TRANSLATE:  
….great and sometimes seemingly unexplainable difficulty.  

TRANSLATE:  
I have reflected on the lives of some of my neighbors 

TRANSLATE:  
…..who have gone through divorce, 

TRANSLATE:  
or who have had their children get in trouble, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..ending up in jail, or ending up in prison, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or seeing their children have children outside of wedlock, 

TRANSLATE:  

….or enter into a lifestyle of homosexuality.
TRANSLATE:  
 These things crush the spirit of a parent, 

TRANSLATE:  
….very difficult and personal problems.  

TRANSLATE:  
….but then there are other things in society that are also hard to understand.  

TRANSLATE:  
We’re very fortunate in this country 

TRANSLATE:  
….that we don’t experience some of the intolerable things

TRANSLATE:  
 …...that people exprience in other countries. 

TRANSLATE:  
In some countries, for instance, men are arrested without a just cause, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and unjustly accused of being drug addicts, 

TRANSLATE:  
when all they were doing, was ministering of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

TRANSLATE:  
In one country, the drug lords are kidnapping preachers and holding them for ransom 
TRANSLATE:  

….because they have discovered that there is a better chance of a congregation getting the ransom money 
TRANSLATE:  

….than there is of just taking any other individual, 
TRANSLATE:  

….so they’re capturing and kidnapping preachers and holding them for ransom.  
TRANSLATE:  

Now that’s very hard. 
TRANSLATE:  

There you are a father and a pastor and you are living in a neighborhood filled with drug lords 
TRANSLATE:  

….and they burst into your house and take you and put you in a shack some place for six months 
TRANSLATE:  

….while the congregation is trying to raise ransom money for you. 

TRANSLATE:  
Those things are happening today.  

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, and there are difficulties that we face in our own culture.  

TRANSLATE:  
There is the poor, uneducated young man
TRANSLATE:  

….who comes from a minority race of many just like him….

TRANSLATE:  
…..who’s the object of what is called racial profiling 

TRANSLATE:  
….and the police stop them and question them, 

TRANSLATE:  
….simply because of the color of their skin.  

TRANSLATE:  
Oh, what a harsh reminder of the depravity of the heart of man.  

TRANSLATE:  
What a thing to have to go through, to live with, to bear, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but the Apostle Paul says, he says. 

TRANSLATE:  
 “We have a heavenly treasure in jars of clay, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and this is reading in II Corinthians chapter 4.  He says, 

TRANSLATE:  
“To show that this all surpassing power is from God and not from us,” 

TRANSLATE:  
….he said, “We are hard pressed on every side, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but not crushed, perplexed, but not in despair, 

TRANSLATE:  
….persecuted but not abandoned, struck down but not destroyed.”  

TRANSLATE:  
I think Paul and Silas are perhaps one of the best examples that I can think of in the scripture 

TRANSLATE:  
…..of those that had a merry heart with a cheerful countenances, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..or a merry heart, ….happy hearts with happy faces, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and there they were thrown into prison, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and it was the 12 o’clock hour.  

TRANSLATE:  
What were they doing?  

TRANSLATE:  
After having been ridiculed and  beaten,

TRANSLATE:  
 ….after having been thrown in prison, 

TRANSLATE:  
…and they were locked up tight with no idea of how long they were going to be there. 

TRANSLATE:  
There they were in the midnight hour worshipping the Lord, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..praising the Lord, acknowledging the Lord of their circumstances, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..acknowledging that Jesus was in control of every detail of their life. Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  
That’s why Paul can say,
TRANSLATE:  
“We are perplexed, but not in despair.”  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s hard to understand racial profiling. ….
TRANSLATE:  

….which means to look at a person’s race and determine from looks alone that he is bad.

TRANSLATE:  

It’s hard to understand any government that locks up people without a justified reason.

TRANSLATE:  
That is a difficult thing.  

TRANSLATE:  
Why does God allow it to take place and worse than that, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..why do I have to be the object of it?  

TRANSLATE:  
Why do I have to suffer from it? 

TRANSLATE:  
I mean why can’t these problems happen to somebody else?  

TRANSLATE:  
Why do they have to happen to me?  

TRANSLATE:  
I don’t understand it Lord. I’m perplexed 

TRANSLATE:  
….but Paul says….the Paul that was able to worship the Lord 

TRANSLATE:  
….in that prison cell at 12 o’clock at night, says we are perplexed, but not in despair. 

TRANSLATE:  
We are persecuted but not abandoned.  

TRANSLATE:  
What does he mean, not abandoned?  

TRANSLATE:  
The Lord has not left his side. 

TRANSLATE:  
The Lord of his circumstances, the Lord of his life is still with him. 

TRANSLATE:  
Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia.  Can we receive this lordship of Jesus Christ in our life?  

TRANSLATE:  
Can we acknowledge him as the Author of all of our details?
TRANSLATE:  

…even why times are hard and painful to endure?  

TRANSLATE:  
Can we acknowledge him as the Author,…the Creator….. 

TRANSLATE:  
…..of all of the perplexing things that are about us?  

TRANSLATE:  
We are pressed on every side by troubles, 

TRANSLATE:  
but we are not crushed and broken.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit. Ha.  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul even says that we are hunted down.  

TRANSLATE:  
Well, not many of us have experienced that yet, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the Apostle Paul in his efforts to spread the gospel of the kingdom 

TRANSLATE:  
….actually had people that tried to take his life….

TRANSLATE:  
….there was one point where in Paul’s life, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..a group of men took an oath 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and said we will not eat or drink any water until we catch this guy Paul 

TRANSLATE:  
….and put him to death, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and except a young boy had heard them taking the oath 

TRANSLATE:  
….and told the authorities what he had heard, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..Paul would have perished that very night 

TRANSLATE:  
because he was being hunted down 

TRANSLATE:  
by those that hated the message of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
TRANSLATE:  

….but God the Author and Creator of Paul’s deliverance as well!  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s no wonder that Paul wrote and said 

TRANSLATE:  
that those who live godly in Christ Jesus SHALL suffer persecution.  

TRANSLATE:  
We could rejoice I think if we got hunted down a little bit. 

TRANSLATE:  
It might show that we were being effective in the kingdom of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
Are we being effective?  

TRANSLATE:  
Is anyone chasing us today? 

TRANSLATE:  
A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance.  

TRANSLATE:  
How do we get that cheerful countenance?  

TRANSLATE:  
Well, we put on the garment of praise. 

TRANSLATE:  
We acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord of the details of our life, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we say, “I WILL sing unto the Lord with all of my heart.  

TRANSLATE:  
I WILL bless the Lord at all times. 

TRANSLATE:  
His praise SHALL continually be upon my mouth.”  Alleluia!  

TRANSLATE:  
Isaiah 61 tells us that the spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me 

TRANSLATE:  
….because the Lord has appointed me to bring good news to the poor.  

TRANSLATE:  
He sent me to comfort the broken hearted 

TRANSLATE:  
….and to announce that captives WILL be released 

TRANSLATE:  
….and prisoners WILL be free. 

TRANSLATE:  
He sent me to tell those who mourn, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..that the time of God’s favor has come, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and with it the day of God’s anger against their enemies.  

TRANSLATE:  
To all who mourn in Israel, he will give them beauty for ashes, 

TRANSLATE:  
….the oil of joy for mourning, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.  

TRANSLATE:  
He gives us praise instead of despair, 

TRANSLATE:  
….trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord
TRANSLATE:  
….to the glory of the Lord.  Alleluia.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is the message of the gospel. 

TRANSLATE:  
We can have a merry heart.  We can have a cheerful face.  

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, we may be pressed down by many things. 

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, we may be perplexed.  

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, we may be in despair, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but the King of the universe knows every detail of our life, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he works all things together for good, 

TRANSLATE:  
…. to those that love him and serve him and are called according to his purpose. Alleluia. 

TRANSLATE:  
He gives us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning.  

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs 15:13 tells us. “But by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken.” 

TRANSLATE:  
We don’t have to wear that sorrow 

TRANSLATE:  
….because we are convinced in our heart that Jehovah cares for us and that he loves us. 

TRANSLATE:  
Put on that garment of praise today. 

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  
 Have a great eternity and God bless you.

Translate here:   
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