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187 A Wrathful Man – Tuesday Week 37

TRANSLATE:  
Today we are going to revisit a subject that we looked at several weeks ago. 

TRANSLATE:  
It is about the angry man or the hot-tempered man. 

TRANSLATE:  
I believe our last look at this subject was profitable. 

TRANSLATE:  
It came at a time in my life when I particularly needed to be set free from a spirit of anger, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and I can testify that our time spent discussing anger was profitable for me 

TRANSLATE:  
….and profitable I pray for many of you also, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but some of you didn’t hear it, and some of you maybe didn’t yet get set free, 

TRANSLATE:  
….so today could be your day to get divorced from a spirit of anger.  

TRANSLATE:  
First we will look, though, at the anger of God, the wrath of God.  

TRANSLATE:  
How is it that we even have a capacity for anger?  

TRANSLATE:  
How is it that we have built into us the ability to rage with fury?  

TRANSLATE:  
The scripture tells us clearly that we are made in the image of God. 

TRANSLATE:  
The difference between God’s anger and our anger, is that his anger is just. 

TRANSLATE:  
His anger is just.  Our anger frequently is not just.  

TRANSLATE:  
Oh, we justify it.  We try to say that we have a right to be angry, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but usually we have no right to be angry.  

TRANSLATE:  
Usually our anger is what we must refer to as dirty anger.  

TRANSLATE:  
It is seldom clean anger, such as the anger of the Lord. 

TRANSLATE:  
The Lord has jealousy also.  Our jealousy is dirty. 

TRANSLATE:  
His jealousy is clean. 

TRANSLATE:  
Listen to this description of the Lord from the Prophet Nahum in chapter 1 verse 2. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “The Lord is a jealous God, filled with vengeance and wrath.  

TRANSLATE:  
He takes revenge on all that oppose him, and he furiously destroys his enemies.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Wow, God is like that. We tend to emphasize the God of love, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but as I was researching this subject for today, 

TRANSLATE:  
….all throughout the major prophets, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah…., 

TRANSLATE:  
…..I read about the fury of God, the wrath of God, the revenge of God, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but I picked this particular scripture from Nahum because of verse 3 in chapter 1.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us, “The Lord is slow to get angry, but his power is great, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he never lets the guilty go unpunished.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Praise the Lord that he is slow to get angry, 

TRANSLATE:  
….or else each one of us would be consumed for our sins.  

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us that “he displays his power in the whirlwind and in the storm 

TRANSLATE:  
…..and in the billowing clouds and the dust beneath his feet. 
TRANSLATE:  
At his command, the oceans and the rivers dry up.  

TRANSLATE:  
The lush pastures of Bashan and Carmel fade and the green forest of Lebanon wilt.  

TRANSLATE:  
In his presence, the mountains quake and the hills melt away.  

TRANSLATE:  
The earth trembles, and its people are destroyed. 

TRANSLATE:  
Who can stand before his fierce anger?  

TRANSLATE:  
Who can survive his burning fury?  

TRANSLATE:  
His rage blazes forth like fire.”  

TRANSLATE:  
One of the reasons I am led to read this description of God’s anger is to compare it with our anger. 

TRANSLATE:  
Our anger is so pitifully small and weak and meaningless.  

TRANSLATE:  
It’s like pulling out a cap-pistol, a kid’s toy gun to fight a war with a Howitzer machine gun. 

TRANSLATE:  
There is no comparison between the strength of our anger and the strength of the anger of God, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and yet we hold on to our anger. We cherish it.  

TRANSLATE:  
We somehow delight in our anger, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but let’s quickly look at Proverbs 15:18. 

TRANSLATE:  
It tells us that a hot-tempered man stirs up dissention, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but a patient man calms a quarrel.  

TRANSLATE:  
The King James Version says, “The wrathful man stirs up strife, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but he that is slow to anger, appeases strife.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Let’s go to the Living Testament.  The New Living Testament will clear this up, 

TRANSLATE:  
….make it clear what is being talked about here.  

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “A hot-heat starts fights, but a cool tempered person tries to stop them.” Alleluia!   

TRANSLATE:  
In God’s anger, he righteously brings revenge on his enemies and on those who deserve his anger.  

TRANSLATE:  
About all we usually succeed in doing with our anger is simply starting a fight, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and I seriously doubt that the fight is valuable 

TRANSLATE:  
….because seldom are they even won, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..but a wise person, a cool tempered person, is not one that starts fights, but one that stops them.  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul writing to the church in the book of I Timothy, made it clear 

TRANSLATE:  
….that he didn’t expect us to go out and try to be like God in God’s anger. 

TRANSLATE:  
This is one characteristic of God, that is very difficult for us to correctly apply in our lives.  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul said, “I wished that men everywhere would lift up holy hands in prayer without anger or disputing.”  

TRANSLATE:  
“ disputing” means “arguments”.  

TRANSLATE:  
He wants men to lift up holy hands in prayer without anger or arguments.  

TRANSLATE:  
It would do us all well to examine our lives.  

TRANSLATE:  
How much time to we spend disputing?  

TRANSLATE:  
How much time to we spend arguing?  

TRANSLATE:  
Are you by nature an individual who finds yourself often in arguments?  

TRANSLATE:  
For some of us that seems to be the only way that we can communicate, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..the only way we can engage in conversation is by drawing people into an argument.  

TRANSLATE:  
Paul says don’t do it. He said be a peacemaker.  

TRANSLATE:  
Don’t be someone that is bringing about disputations or arguments, but be a peacemaker.  

TRANSLATE:  
James also gives us instructions.  

TRANSLATE:  
In chapter 1 verses 19 through 23 of the Epistle of James, he says,

TRANSLATE:  
 “Dear Brothers and sisters, be quick to listen, 
TRANSLATE:  

….slow to speak and slow to get angry.  

TRANSLATE:  
Your anger can never make things right in God’s sight.”
TRANSLATE:  

God’s anger CAN make things right, because his anger is righteous.  

TRANSLATE:  
Let’s think back about his anger and our anger. 

TRANSLATE:  
God in his anger is able to command the clouds 

TRANSLATE:  
….and he can dry up pastures, and he can cause an entire forest to wilt. 

TRANSLATE:  
What happens when we get angry?  

TRANSLATE:  
We make a little bit of noise, and often not much comes forth from it.  

TRANSLATE:  
Although unfortunately sometimes our anger results in broken relationships between a man and wife, 

TRANSLATE:  
…..between a father and child, or a mother and child,
TRANSLATE:  
….but yet even those things compared to a large forest are small. 

TRANSLATE:  
….or compared to a whole nation perishing are small.  

TRANSLATE:  
We are told, though, that our anger can never make things right in God’s sight, 

TRANSLATE:  
….so James tells us. “Get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives.” 

TRANSLATE:  
Get rid of them.  He is talking about anger as well as other things.  

TRANSLATE:  
Anger is filthy according to him. 

TRANSLATE:  
It is evil …even, ….so get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives 

TRANSLATE:  
….and humbly accept the message that God has planted in your hearts, 

TRANSLATE:  
….for it is strong enough to save your souls, 

TRANSLATE:  
…and he tells us furthermore; remember it’s a message to obey, not only to listen to.  

TRANSLATE:  
If all you are doing this morning is listening to me speak about not getting in arguments, 

TRANSLATE:  
….then you might as well not listen, 

TRANSLATE:  
….because God’s word is not only to be listened to, but it is to be obeyed. 

TRANSLATE:  
Furthermore in Ephesians, Paul writes, 

TRANSLATE:  
“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
 

TRANSLATE:  
He tells us to get rid of bitterness, rage and anger, 

TRANSLATE:  
….brawling and slander along with every other form of malice. 

TRANSLATE:  
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 

TRANSLATE:  
….the same as in Christ, God forgave you. 

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, we have a tendency to hold on to our anger, 

TRANSLATE:  
….to claim that we have a right to it. 

TRANSLATE:  
“Yes, he really did hurt me.” 

TRANSLATE:  
“Yes, that person was seriously wrong: therefore, I can be angry.”  

TRANSLATE:  
Wrong!  Our decision is not based on whether they deserve to be forgiven.

TRANSLATE:  

Our forgiveness isn’t based on whether they were right or wrong.

TRANSLATE:  
Our forgiveness is based on the fact that Christ has forgiven us, 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we were wrong and he still forgave us.  

TRANSLATE:  
We were living in trespasses and sins and he still forgave us.  

TRANSLATE:  
The scripture tells us that Christ hung on the cross 

TRANSLATE:  
….to deal with the sins that we had not yet even committed.  

TRANSLATE:  
We were wrong and yet he died for us and forgave us. 

TRANSLATE:  
 ….and because we have been forgiven, we are called to forgive. 

TRANSLATE:  
Yes, he has a right to holy anger, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but we have been called to forgive. 

TRANSLATE:  
Proverbs tells us furthermore that a gentle answer turns away wrath, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but harsh words stir up anger ..

TRANSLATE:  
If we don’t already have a gentle tongue, then we will need to practice it.

TRANSLATE:  

…and when you need to use it, you won’t feel like using it,

TRANSLATE:  

…because someone said something or did something that made you angry!

TRANSLATE:  

 That’s the time to remember and to use a gentle answer.
TRANSLATE:  

You may have to look for something gentle to say.  

TRANSLATE:  
…but God will help you find a gentle answer?  

TRANSLATE:  
Anger usually comes about by a quick retort.  

TRANSLATE:  
We hear something. We object to it 

TRANSLATE:  
….and we angrily respond immediately. 

TRANSLATE:  
James says though be slow to speak.  

TRANSLATE:  
I have heard it said when you are tempted to be angry, 

TRANSLATE:  
….count to 3 before you say anything.  

TRANSLATE:  
That may be a kind of simple solution, 

TRANSLATE:  
….but it agrees with the word of God. 

TRANSLATE:  
Be slow to speak. Don’t respond immediately. 

TRANSLATE:  
When something offends you or when you are in sharp disagreement with something. 

TRANSLATE:  
….let a little bit of time pass before you respond 

TRANSLATE:  
….and then be the author of a gentle answer 

TRANSLATE:  
….because a gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh words stir up anger.  

TRANSLATE:  
Hot-tempered people have to pay a penalty, it tells us in Proverbs 19:19. 

TRANSLATE:  
It says, “If you rescue him, you will have to do it again.”  

TRANSLATE:  
People who get angry once, get angry again. 

TRANSLATE:  
You need a change of heart.  You need the mind of Christ. 

TRANSLATE:  
We need the spirit of Christ to rule in our life. 

TRANSLATE:  
Go for it. Find that spirit today.  

TRANSLATE:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel. This is A PROVERB A DAY. 

TRANSLATE:  
I pray that you have a great eternity as a peacemaker. God bless….
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