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  201 Hearing Reproof – Monday

TRANSLATE:
If you are a regular listener to A Proverb A Day, 

TRANSLATE:
…..this could be your week for joining the ranks of the wise. 

TRANSLATE:
The Lord has seen fit to place 5 verses in a row discussing the same subject, 

TRANSLATE:
……a subject which although not often talked about, is at the center of many of our lives.  

TRANSLATE:
It has to do with something, that if we could correct ourselves and get right…..  

TRANSLATE:
…..if we could understand what God is asking of us, ….
TRANSLATE:
…..it would make us part of the counsel of the wise. Hear Proverbs 15:31.  

TRANSLATE:
“The ear that hears the reproof of life abides among the wise.” 

TRANSLATE:
Now let’s look at that in the New Living Testament ….
TRANSLATE:
….in order to get a little better grip on what it’s saying.  This is very clear now.  

TRANSLATE:
“If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home among the wise.”  

TRANSLATE:
Proverbs 15:31 in the New International Version says, 

TRANSLATE:
….“He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise.” 

TRANSLATE:
Apparently this group of wise people have something in common.  

TRANSLATE:
They have the ability to receive criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
They have the ability to hear the valuable portion of a rebuke. 

TRANSLATE:
Before this week is finished, we are going to have studied the issue of rebukes very thoroughly….. 

TRANSLATE:
……because I have looked ahead. I have looked at the next 4 verses in Proverbs…. 

TRANSLATE:
….and each of them has something to do with our ability to either give or take criticism,..
TRANSLATE:
….to receive judgment and to judge.  

TRANSLATE:
It’s an area that apart from the spirit of God working in our life,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..except God works in our life, it’s very difficult for us to embrace criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
Criticism is something that most of us flee from.  

TRANSLATE:
Most of us cower or shy away or turn our ears off…. 

TRANSLATE:
….when someone is being critical of us, because we’re fragile.  

TRANSLATE:
We don’t like being criticized, but the Bible tells us that, 

TRANSLATE:
….he who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise.  

TRANSLATE:
There’s another Proverb that makes it understandable as to why people are unable to benefit from criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
Hear what the word of the Lord says in Proverbs 16.2, 

TRANSLATE:
…..which I will also teach on before the week is out. 

TRANSLATE:
It tells us all the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, 

TRANSLATE:
…..but the Lord weighs the spirits.”  

TRANSLATE:
The Living Testament states it another way,…. 

TRANSLATE:
 “People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.”  

TRANSLATE:
I recall reading in a book about a man that was in Singsing Prison in upper New York State. 

TRANSLATE:
I think his name was Son of Sam.  

TRANSLATE:
He was a serial murderer, a serial killer, who killed many people….
TRANSLATE:
…..and someone had a conversation with him, 

TRANSLATE:
…..and asked him about how he felt about his life, 

TRANSLATE:
…..and he said he was really a good guy. 

TRANSLATE:
He was really a fine man. He had a good heart.  

TRANSLATE:
Of course, he had killed multiple people, but you see, he was living in denial.  

TRANSLATE:
He was living in deception regarding his motives and his character.  

TRANSLATE:
If the Son of Sam can do that, you and I can do that also, 

TRANSLATE:
…..and the book of Proverbs tells us that that’s the way most people live.  

TRANSLATE:
All of our ways are clean in our own eyes.  

TRANSLATE:
It is very difficult for us to see those things that we do 

TRANSLATE:
….that are unprofitable and unholy and maybe harmful in the kingdom, 

TRANSLATE:
…..and because we can’t see it, many of us become offended 

TRANSLATE:
when someone says you really hadn’t ought to be doing that,
TRANSLATE:
The response in the flesh to criticism is to reject it,…. 

TRANSLATE:
….not have anything to do with it, but our motives are being hidden by our heart.  

TRANSLATE:
Jeremiah tells us that our hearts are wickedly deceitful.  

TRANSLATE:
Our hearts lie to ourselves, but one of the benefits of being a Christian,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..one of the advantages of being in Christ and part of the family of God,…. 

TRANSLATE:
….is that we have the word of God available to us.  

TRANSLATE:
We have the Holy Spirit available to us, and He examines our motives. 

TRANSLATE:
Hear the word of the Lord from Hebrews 4:12.  

TRANSLATE:
It says, “The word of the Lord is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,…. 

TRANSLATE:
….and of the joints and marrow, and it a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  

TRANSLATE:
Praise the Lord for the word of the Lord.  

TRANSLATE:
It cuts through all of the lies about ourselves, and points out the truth.  

TRANSLATE:
It tells us, Yeah, the reason you are doing this thing is that you really like sin.  

TRANSLATE:
The reason you are doing that thing is because you really are a very proud individual.  

TRANSLATE:
God hates pride but you’ve tried to justify it.  

TRANSLATE:
We will be looking this week at the role of the leader in the church, regarding this issue of criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
Many leaders feel like that is all they ever get is criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
You preached too long.  You preached too short. 

TRANSLATE:
You shouldn’t preach about this. You should preach about this,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..and many leaders, pastors, and teachers in the body of Christ feel bombarded by criticism,….
TRANSLATE:
….and so they close themselves off to protect themselves.  

TRANSLATE:
They simply stop listening.  

TRANSLATE:
But the word of the Lord tells us if you listen to constructive criticism,….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..you will be at home among the wise.  

TRANSLATE:
It is the advice of the writer of Proverbs, that we listen to all constructive criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
It doesn’t mean that everybody is right.  

TRANSLATE:
It doesn’t mean that you have to do everything everybody asks you to do.  

TRANSLATE:
But oh, what a mistake it is to not listen to criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
How we criticize a leader is a very interesting subject.  

TRANSLATE:
I would like to take at look at David getting rebuked, 

TRANSLATE:
….and what I’m really interested in here is Nathan.  

TRANSLATE:
Nathan is the man that rebuked David.  

TRANSLATE:
There is an art to rebuking someone.  

TRANSLATE:
There is an art to giving constructive criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
Listen as we read how Nathan artfully corrected David when he had committed murder. 

TRANSLATE:
This is II Samuel chapter 12.  

TRANSLATE:
“So the Lord sent Nathan the Prophet to tell David this story. 

TRANSLATE:
There were two men in a certain town. One was rich and one was poor.  

TRANSLATE:
The rich man owned many sheep and cattle. 

TRANSLATE:
The poor man owned nothing but a little lamb that he had worked hard to buy.  

TRANSLATE:
He raised that little lamb and it grew up with his children.  

TRANSLATE:
It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup.  

TRANSLATE:
He cuddled it in his arms like a baby daughter.  

TRANSLATE:
One day a guest arrived at the home of a rich man, 

TRANSLATE:
….but instead of killing a lamb from his own flocks for food, 

TRANSLATE:
…..he took the poor man’s lamb and he killed it and served it to his guests.”  

TRANSLATE:
Now this is a story that Nathan told to King David,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…… David was furious and this is how he responded.
TRANSLATE:
“As surly as the Lord lives, he vowed, any man who would do such a thing deserves to die.  

TRANSLATE:
He must repay 4 lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having no pity. 

TRANSLATE:
Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man. 

TRANSLATE:
The Lord the God of Israel says, I anointed you king of Israel…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..and saved you from the power of Saul. 

TRANSLATE:
 I gave you his house and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judea,….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..and if that had not been enough, I would have given you much, much more. 

TRANSLATE:
Why then have you despised the word of the Lord and done this horrible deed?  

TRANSLATE:
For you have murdered Uriah and stolen his wife.  

TRANSLATE:
From this time on, the sword will be a constant threat to your family….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..because you have despised me by taking Uriah’s wife for your own. 

TRANSLATE:
Because of what you have done, I the Lord will cause your own household to rebel against you.  

TRANSLATE:
I will give your wives to another man, and he will go to bed with them in public view. 

TRANSLATE:
You did it secretly, but I will do this to you openly in all the sight of Israel.”  

TRANSLATE:
As we read on later, we find out how Absolem was that man….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..who took David’s wives and publicly took them to bed. 

TRANSLATE:
Think about this now.  Nathan had a difficult task. Ha.  

TRANSLATE:
His king had committed murder, and Nathan needed to approach him in a way he could make him hear.  

TRANSLATE:
So he told a story that made David become furious.  

TRANSLATE:
David got angry with another man who had done this horrible deed of taking that man’s little lamb.  

TRANSLATE:
But Nathan was extremely wise in presenting King David that story…. 

TRANSLATE:
….because once David was mad at the other man, 

TRANSLATE:
…..it was very hard for him not to be mad at himself.  

TRANSLATE:
In verse 13 it says, “then David confessed to Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord.”  

TRANSLATE:
Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..and you won’t die for this sin,….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..but you have given the enemies of the Lord great opportunity to despise and blaspheme him,….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..so your child will die.”  

TRANSLATE:
Nathan was an extremely wise rebuker.  

TRANSLATE:
He rebuked David, but he did it with great wisdom,….. 

TRANSLATE:
….because he knew that if he had simply walked in and said, 

TRANSLATE:
“Hey, what are you doing taking Uriah’s wife?” 

TRANSLATE:
…..that David probably would have reacted and defended himself.  

TRANSLATE:
That’s the way the flesh works. 

TRANSLATE:
Because everything is pure in our own eyes,….. 

TRANSLATE:
…..we have some way of justifying or defending what we do.  

TRANSLATE:
Not only did David defend it, but you would defend yourself too.  

TRANSLATE:
I would defend myself.  

TRANSLATE:
 When we’re confronted directly about things that we do that are displeasing to God,…. 

TRANSLATE:
….usually we justify ourselves….. 

TRANSLATE:
….and we need someone like Nathan to point out our sin.
TRANSLATE:
Praise the Lord that people like Nathan exist, 

TRANSLATE:
…..that there are Nathan’s out there that have the ability to tactfully come to us 

TRANSLATE:
….and allow us to be convicted of our guilt, convicted of our sin.  

TRANSLATE:
But if we were walking in the spirit, if we were learning to be wise,…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..if we were receiving from the Holy Spirit, the mind of Christ and the attitude of Christ…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..then our ears should be open to hear criticism.  

TRANSLATE:
We can hear reproof. 

TRANSLATE:
We will be listening when someone corrects us…. 

TRANSLATE:
…..and we would be taking those things before the Lord in prayer, and saying 

TRANSLATE:
“Lord Jesus, show me what I need to learn here.  Show me the truth about myself.”  

TRANSLATE:
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A PROVERB A DAY.  

TRANSLATE:
You may get criticized today.  

TRANSLATE:
What are you going to do with it? Are you going to listen and consider it?  

TRANSLATE:
If you do, I believe you will have a great eternity.  God bless you….

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

