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Translate
On more than one occasion, we have spoken about how extremely practical…. 

Translate
….the teachings found in the book of Proverbs really are.   

Translate
Today we will point that out very clearly. 

Translate
Today’s Proverb is going to discuss a subject that affects many people.  

Translate
It is our willingness to get into a verbal argument or a fight.  

Translate
Now we don’t often call it a fight.  

Translate
We may justify it by thinking we are making a point or telling it like it is,… 

Translate
…..but if we would be honest; we would realize that we have a contentious spirit.  

Translate
We are eager to do verbal battle.  

Translate
Ultimately that represents a desire to justify ourselves….. 

Translate
Let’s hear what the word of the Lord says about it in Proverbs chapter 17 verse 14.  

Translate
“The beginning of strife is as one lets out water;…. 
Translate
…..therefore leave off contention before it be mettled with.”  

Translate
Now isn’t that curious language. 

Translate
Well let’s look at it in a later translation.  

Translate
Let’s look at it in the New International Version.  

Translate
Proverbs 17:14: “Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam,….

Translate
…..so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.”  

Translate
I have actually titled today’s Table Talk session, ‘Drop the Matter’…. 

Translate
…..and I think you will know why before we are finished. 

Translate
The New American Standard Bible says,  “The beginning of strife is like letting out water,….. 
Translate
…..so abandon the quarrel before it breaks out.  

Translate
Well the Living Bible I think clears up the issue about the water.  

Translate
It says, “It is hard to stop a quarrel once it starts, so don’t let it begin.”  

Translate
Well that is pretty straight talk, right there.  

Translate
It’s hard to stop a quarrel once it starts, so don’t let it begin. 

Translate
You see, a quarrel or a fight is like a small break in a damn.  

Translate
When the damn is broken just a little bit and the water begins to flow, 

Translate
The flowing water causes the break to get wider, causing more water to come through, 

Translate
And that causes the break to get wider, letting more water to come through,…. 

Translate
….and before long, the damn is just washed away, 

Translate
…..and now you have a flood. 

Translate
Well isn’t that the way it is when we start an argument? 

Translate
……when we respond with that quick retort? 
Translate
We should know that the other person will answer back with another quick retort.  

Translate
…… before long voices are raised and people are angry toward one another. 

Translate
The writer of Proverbs tells us that this is not following after the spirit of the Lord.  

Translate
In Proverbs 15:18, we have already studied this.  

Translate
It says that a hot-tempered man stirs up dissention,….

Translate

,,,,, but a patient man calms a quarrel.  

Translate
We learn from this verbal fight, it isn’t over who’s right and who’s wrong.  

Translate
It’s an issue about the character of the heart of the person that is fighting.  

Translate
A hot-tempered man is someone who wants to fight. 

Translate
He is simply looking for an opportunity to release it,…. 

Translate
…..and so it doesn’t matter what the argument is about to a hot-tempered man.  

Translate
He is looking for any excuse to begin to vent his anger.  

Translate
How completely different is this from what the Lord describes about himself?  

Translate
Jesus was NOT a hot-tempered man.  

Translate
Yes, he did go into the temple and chase out the money-changers…… 

Translate
…..but that wasn’t because he was a hot tempered man.  

Translate
Let’s learn more about the nature of our Lord reading in Matthew 12:18.  

Translate
“Behold my servant whom I have chosen,….

Translate

,,,,, my beloved in whom my soul is well-pleased.  

Translate
I will put my spirit upon him and he will show judgment to the Gentiles. 

Translate
He shall not strive nor cry,….

Translate

…… neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets.  

Translate

A bruised reed shall he not break.  

Translate

A smoking flax shall he not quench, until he sends forth judgment into victory.”  

Translate

What a beautiful picture of the Lord!  

Translate

He doesn’t strive. He doesn’t cry out.  

Translate

It says you won’t hear his voice shouting in the street.  

Translate

A bruised reed he won’t break.  

Translate

I am reading it from the New International Version.  

Translate

 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love in whom I delight.  

Translate

I will put my spirit on him.  

Translate

He will proclaim justice to the nations.  

Translate

He will not quarrel or cry out,…. 

Translate

……and no one will hear his voice in the streets.  

Translate

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out…. 

Translate

…..until he leads justice to victory.  

Translate

In his name the nations will put their hope.”  

Translate

This is the nature of the Lord, and we are to copy his example.  

Translate

We are vessels in whom his spirit dwells.  

Translate

He does not have a quarreling spirit.

Translate

 He is not hot-tempered, 

Translate

He doesn’t have to prove he is right, according to the book of Proverbs, 

Translate

Looking further in II Timothy, it tells us…

Translate
…in very plain and simple words ….

Translate

”The Lord’s servant must not quarrel.”  

Translate

Now that’s II Timothy chapter 2, reading from verses 24 through 26.  

Translate

Could it be more clear?   

Translate

“The Lord’s servant must not quarrel.  

Translate

Instead he must be kind to everyone, able to teach and not be resentful.  

Translate

Those who oppose him, he must gently instruct…..

Translate

…..in the hope that God will grant them repentance,…. 

Translate

……leading them to the knowledge of the truth, 

Translate

……and that they will come to their senses 

Translate

……and escape from the trap of the devil, 
Translate

…...who has taken them captive to do his will.”  

Translate

Well we see here that the servant of the Lord who doesn’t quarrel,…. 

Translate

……doesn’t necessarily keep his mouth shout either.  

Translate

He does respond, but he responds in a gentle teachable way.  

Translate

It says that those who oppose him, he must gently instruct,…. 

Translate

……in the hope that God will grant them repentance.  

Translate

This is the character and nature of the Lord himself.  

Translate

It’s the character and the nature of the Lord’s servant to not quarrel, 

Translate

….but to answer gently. 

Translate

I would like to read us a story out of II Kings, chapter 5…. 

Translate

…..which shows us a man who is eager to quarrel…. 

Translate

…..who almost lost a blessing as a result of his quarreling spirit.  

Translate

It’s a story of Naaman, the leper.
Translate

A leper is a person with a skin disease that others can catch and eventually die.  

Translate

It says, “The king of Syria had a high admiration for Naaman, the chief of his army,…. 

Translate

….for he had led his troops to many glorious victories, so he was a great hero,…. 

Translate

…..but he was a leper.  

Translate

Bands of Syrians had invaded the land of Israel,…. 

Translate

…..and among their captives was a little girl, who had been given to Naaman’s wife as a maid.  

Translate

One day the little girl said to her mistress.  

Translate

“I wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria.  

Translate

He would heal him of his leprosy.  

Translate

Naaman told the king what the little girl had said.  

Translate

Go and visit the prophet, the king said.  

Translate

I will send him a letter of introduction for you to carry to the king of Israel.  

Translate

So Naaman started out taking gifts of $20,000 in silver, 

Translate

$60,000 in gold and 10 suits of clothing.  

Translate

The letter to the king of Israel said,… 

Translate

……..“the man bringing this letter is my servant Naaman.  

Translate

I want you to heal him of his leprosy.”  

Translate

When the king of Israel read it, he tore his clothes….. 

Translate

…...and said this man sends me a leper to heal.  

Translate

Am I God, that I can kill and give life?  

Translate

He is only trying to get an excuse to invade us again. 

Translate

But when Elisha the prophet heard about the king of Israel’s plight, he sent his message to him.  

Translate

“Why are you so upset? 

Translate

Send Naaman to me,….

Translate

,,,, and you will learn that there is a true prophet of God here in Israel.”  

Translate

So Naaman arrived with his horses and chariots,…. 

Translate

…..and stood at the door of Elisha’s home.  

Translate

Elisha sent a messenger out to tell him to wash in the Jordan River 7 times,…. 

Translate

…..and he would be healed of every trace of leprosy.  

Translate

Naaman was angry and stalked away.  

Translate

“Look,” he said, “I thought at least he would come out and talk to me.  

Translate

I expected him to wave his hand over the leprosy,…. 

Translate

….and call upon the name of the Lord his God and heal me.  

Translate

Aren’t the Albana Rivers. and the Pharpar River in Damascus better than all the river of Israel put together?  

Translate

If it is the rivers I need, I will wash at home and get rid of my leprosy, 

Translate

So he went away in a rage.”  

Translate

That guy really reminds me of so many people that I know.  

Translate

They stand at risk of missing their blessing….. 

Translate

…..because they are hot tempered and angry…..
Translate

……..and when they are given a simple instruction, ….
Translate

….because it doesn’t agree with what they think it ought to be, they fly off into a rage.  

Translate

Now Naaman nearly missed his blessing….. 

Translate

……because he was a hot-tempered man who was given to quarreling and anger. 

Translate

I pray that any of us today who are of that nature will be granted repentance. 

Translate

It says in Timothy, “that God would grant them repentance to be given the knowledge of the truth.”  

Translate

Well the officers tried to reason with him….

Translate

They said, ”If the prophet has told you to do some great thing, wouldn’t you have done it?  

Translate

And so certainly you could obey him, and simply go and wash and be cured.”  

Translate

So Naaman went down to the Jordan River,….. 

Translate

……dipped himself 7 times as the prophet had told him, 

Translate

…..and his flesh became as healthy as a child’s, and he was healed.”  

Translate

You see, when Naaman gave up his anger, when he gave up his arguing,…. 

Translate

……the hand of God was right there to move in the midst of his need,…. 

Translate

…..and he was healed.  This is a great challenge.  

Translate

If you have that angry spirit, if you are given to anger,…. 

Translate

…..give it up. Drop the matter, and allow the Lord to heal you.  

Translate

If you do, I know you will have a great eternity.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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