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Translate here:  

This book of Proverbs is an amazing guide to life.  

Translate here:  

It contains nuggets of truth that if we can grasp hold of them and meditate on them every day,… 

Translate here:  

……it can have a profound effect on the way we live. 

Translate here:  

Today we are looking at Proverbs 17:17.  

Translate here:  

It covers a subject that is dear to every one of us.  

Translate here:  

…..and we can learn to be wise as we meditate on and consider Proverbs 17:17.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from the King James Version.  

Translate here:  

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”  

Translate here:  

We are going to talk about friends today.  

Translate here:  

Every one of us longs for friends.  We desire friends.  

Translate here:  

That desire for friendship is there ultimately to draw us to the Lord,… 

Translate here:  

……to draw us to the friend that we have in Jesus,….. 

Translate here:  

……but it doesn’t exclude the other friends.  

Translate here:  

There is a real purpose of having friends in this lifetime.  

Translate here:  

A brother, a true friend, is born for adversity, it tells us.  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says that a friend loves at all times,…. 

Translate here:  

….and a brother is born for adversity, or for trouble.  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says that a true friend is always loyal, ….
Translate here:  

……and a brother is born to help in time of need.  

Translate here:  

Do you have a need today?  

Translate here:  

Do you have a friend or a brother in Christ who is available to help you with that need,….

Translate here:  

…. or are you that brother for someone else?  

Translate here:  

The Bible clearly teaches that what we sow, we reap. 

Translate here:  

If we sow friendship, we reap friendship. 

Translate here:  

If we sow help in time of need, we ourselves are helped when we have a need.  

Translate here:  

This idea of friendship is as old as the Bible,…. 

Translate here:  

……but there is a kind of friendship that some of us don’t think about often,…. 

Translate here:  

……but it is spoken of in Exodus chapter 33 verses 10 and 11. 

Translate here:  

It says, “Then all the people worshipped from their tents,…. 
Translate here:  

….bowing low to the pillow of cloud (which was resting above the Tabernacle).  

Translate here:  

Inside the tent, the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.  

Translate here:  

Afterwards, Moses returned to camp,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the young man who assisted him, Joshua, son of Nun, stayed behind in the Tabernacle.”  

Translate here:  

What an amazing concept, that a man Moses and then Joshua could come so close to God…. 

Translate here:  

…..that they could have what’s called friendship with God.  

Translate here:  

It tells us that the Lord spoke to them face to face.  

Translate here:  

Now we are going to see in a minute when we look in the book of John,…. 

Translate here:  

…..something about intimacy with God, friendship with God.  

Translate here:  

But before we look there, let’ think about the nature of this friendship. 

Translate here:  

You remember we read in the Living Bible,  “a true friend is always loyal.”  

Translate here:  

The scriptures didn’t say that everybody that calls himself a friend is a true friend,…
Translate here:  

…because a true friend is always loyal.  

Translate here:  

In I Corinthians 13 verse 7, it says this:
Translate here:  

“If you love someone you will be loyal to him, no matter what the costs.  

Translate here:  

You will always believe in him, always expect the best of him,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and always stand your ground in defending him.  

Translate here:  

Do you have a friend that you believe in?  

Translate here:  

Do you have a friend that you would defend against any charges?  

Translate here:  

Are you a true friend to someone?  

Translate here:  

See, this friendship is a two-way street. What you sow, you reap. 

Translate here:  

If you show yourself friendly, then you will have friends. 

Translate here:  

Jesus tells us in John chapter 15: 

Translate here:  

“I no longer call you slaves, for a master doesn’t confide in his slaves.  

Translate here:  

Now you are my friends, proved by the fact that I have told you everything (that) the Father has told me.”  

Translate here:  

Well, here we have some insight into friendship that’s very significant.  

Translate here:  

Jesus said I haven’t held anything back from you. 

Translate here:  

I’ve told you everything that the Father has told me.  

Translate here:  

Everything that I know about that’s important, I have communicated to you.  

Translate here:  

That’s something that describes a friendship. 

Translate here:  

See, a slave doesn’t know what the master is doing or why he is doing it.  

Translate here:  

The master says go do this, or go do that,….

Translate here:  

….and the slave has to, in blind obedience go do this or go do that, …
Translate here:  

….but a friend says,  I’d like you to do this and here is why.
Translate here:  

Jesus tells us that he no longer considers us slaves, but friends. 

Translate here:  

If we would have friendship with him,…. 

Translate here:  

……then we could understand why he asks us to do whatever he asks us to do.  

Translate here:  

Translate here:  

When we hold back nothing from another individual, there’s a risk,…
Translate here:  

…..because we end up revealing our weaknesses to another person. 

Translate here:  

Now Proverbs 17:17 tells us that a friend is born for adversity. 

Translate here:  

A brother is born for adversity or trouble or difficulty. 

Translate here:  

You see, it’s in the trouble and the difficulty that oftentimes our weaknesses are revealed.  

Translate here:  

Are you willing to reveal them to a friend?
Translate here:  

Are you willing to admit that you feel like you are doomed to fail?
Translate here:  

Well, our pride keeps us from making those kinds of confessions. 

Translate here:  

We don’t want to reveal those kinds of weaknesses,…. 

Translate here:  

……but in a friendship, with a true friend, you can reveal them.  

Translate here:  

You can disclose anything without risk.
Translate here:  

You can let somebody know how you really feel about something,… 

Translate here:  

….and you are not afraid that you are going to be judged and rejected,… 

Translate here:  

….and you are not afraid that your problems will be told to other people,… 

Translate here:  

….because you know in your heart that a friend is loyal at all times,… 

Translate here:  

…..and that he always thinks the best of you.  

Translate here:  

One of the best definitions of friendship I have ever heard is caught up in this idea…. 

Translate here:  

…..that we know everything about each other. 

Translate here:  

We know all of our weaknesses.  

Translate here:  

We know all of our failures. 

Translate here:  

We know all of our bad habits, and still we love each other.  

Translate here:  

We are still friends, because a friendship endures weakness.
Translate here:  

Friendship endures character faults and all manner of inadequacies.  

Translate here:  

A friend is born for adversity. 

Translate here:  

A friend is born for a time of difficulty.  

Translate here:  

Are we offering that kind of friendship to others?  

Translate here:  

Are we loving them in spite of their weakness and during their difficulties 

Translate here:  

When we have that trusting relationship with another individual,… 

Translate here:  

…..when we have that intimacy, that friendship,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that willingness to be intimate and share the truth about ourselves,… 

Translate here:  

……then we are in a position for something special.  

Translate here:  

We are in a position to be corrected by our friends.  

Translate here:  

And we are also in a position to help somebody else overcome their shortcomings! 

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 27:5.  It says, 

Translate here:  

“Better is open rebuke than love that is concealed.  

Translate here:  

Faithful are the wounds of a friend,… 

Translate here:  

…..but deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.”  

Translate here:  

Here the Bible, the Lord is telling us that it is possible for a friend to rebuke us,…. 

Translate here:  

….to criticize us, to judge us, to get in our face and say you shouldn’t do that.  

Translate here:  

That’s a bad thing. Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

It’s a wonderful thing to have a friend who has enough confidence in his friendship to tell you the truth,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so that you can overcome that bad habit that you have,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that you can correct, that part of your personality that’s causing other people to be really irritated with you.  

Translate here:  

Open rebuke, it tells us, is better than love concealed.  

Translate here:  

And faithful are the wounds of a friend.  

Translate here:  

You know that you have a lasting friendship,…. 

Translate here:  

….when you are able to have that friend come to you and get right in the middle of your problems…
Translate here:  

….and tell you things that you don’t want to hear about yourself. 

Translate here:  

This is a definition of friendship.  

Translate here:  

A friend loves at all times. 

Translate here:  

He is born for adversity, and he is willing to tell you the truth.  

Translate here:  

There are some things that only a good friend can tell you.  Praise the Lord!  

Translate here:  

Friendship is a requirement of the scriptures.  

Translate here:  

It is one of the commandments.  

Translate here:  

He says that this is my commandment that you love one another that your joy might be full.  

Translate here:  

Are you being a friend today?  

Translate here:  

Do you have a friend today?  

Translate here:  

Do you have friends today?  You should have.  

Translate here:  

I Peter chapter one verse 22 says,…. 

Translate here:  

“Now you can have real love for everyone,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because your souls have been cleansed from selfishness and hatred when you trusted Christ to save you.  

Translate here:  

See to it that you really do love each other warmly with all your hearts.”  

Translate here:  

There’s probably one of the greatest keys to friendship that exists, ….
Translate here:  

….when you are forgiven,… when Jesus says you are forgiven. 

Translate here:  

Now that your heart has been cleansed,….. 

Translate here:  

…..you can be a friend and you can love another. 

Translate here:  

If you have bitterness and hatred in your heart, who wants that kind of friendship?  

Translate here:  

Who wants you?  But if you can get cleansed by the forgiving love of God,…. 

Translate here:  

…..you can be a friend like you have never considered possible. 

Translate here:  

I pray that you will be a friend today and have a friend today,…. 
Translate here:  

…especially a friend in Jesus.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      

http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

