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Translate here:  

Proverbs chapter 1 exhorts us to learn to be wise.  

Translate here:  

It tells us to get understanding, to get wisdom…. 

Translate here:  

…..so that among other things, we can understand the wise sayings of men…. 

Translate here:  

……so that we can understand the riddles that contain wisdom. 

Translate here:  

Why would the Bible speak in riddles?  

Translate here:  

What is a riddle?  

Translate here:  

A riddle asks a question where the answer is not obvious. 

Translate here:  

Do you remember when Samson was having a wedding party,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he told riddle about “The sweet coming out of the strong?”  

Translate here:  

Then the people had to guess what it was,….
Translate here:  

…..and he was talking about honey being found in the carcass of a lion. 

Translate here:  

That was a riddle that he told,…. sweet coming out of the strong,…
Translate here:  

…..some information given, but not enough to really understand it.
Translate here:  

Well, that’s the way it is with some of the things you find in the Bible. 

Translate here:  

Some of the sayings are riddles. Some of them seem contradictory,…. 

Translate here:  

……and we are going to look at one of those riddles today as we read Proverbs 17:18.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 17:18 talks about not signing a note,… 

Translate here:  

…..not being surety or a co-signer for somebody that’s borrowing money. 

Translate here:  

A number of places in the book of Proverbs tell us not to do this,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the riddle comes when we read what Jesus says in Luke chapter 6…..  

Translate here:  

He tells us to lend freely, not expecting to get paid back.  

Translate here:  

How can we have one part of the Bible telling us not to loan,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and another part of the Bible telling us to go ahead and lend freely?  

Translate here:  

It seems to me like it’s a riddle.  

Translate here:  

I pray that before we are finished, we will have an answer to the riddle.  

Translate here:  

Let’s start by looking at Proverbs regarding lending money and being a co-signer on a note.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 17:18 says, “A man void of understanding strikes hands and becomes surety in the presence of his friends.”  

Translate here:  

This word surety is not one that we use today.  

Translate here:  

We don’t talk about striking hands either,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but we can see in one of the more modern translations what’s being talked about. 

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says, “It is poor judgment to co-sign another’s note, to become responsible for his debts.”  

Translate here:  

The New American Standard says, “A man lacking in sense pledges and becomes a guarantor in the presence of his neighbor.”  

Translate here:  

Well, here are some tough words:  

Translate here:  

…..guarantor, striking hands, becoming surety,… .
Translate here:  

…..but the true meaning, I think, is shown to us very clearly in the Living Bible.  

Translate here:  

It simply says, “It’s poor judgment to counter-sign another’s notes,….

Translate here:  

…. or to become responsible for another’s debts.”  

Translate here:  

Has anyone ever approached you and said that they were going to buy a car, 

Translate here:  

….and they have been to the bank,…. 

Translate here:  

…and the bank said, “your credit isn’t good enough for us to loan you the money …..
Translate here:  

….but if you can find somebody to co-sign the note, we will loan you the money.”  

Translate here:  

So that person goes out, and usually he goes to Dad or Mom or an uncle or a friend,…
Translate here:  

…..and he asks, “Will you co-sign my note so I can buy this car?”  

Translate here:  

Well sometimes the person that co-signs the note, really doesn’t understand what he is doing.  
Translate here:  

In fact, when he co-signs the note, he is saying, that if this person, for any reason, fails to pay back the money,…. 

Translate here:  

……then I will personally pay back the money. 
Translate here:  

That doesn’t mean that the parent will necessarily get the car. 

Translate here:  

Many a person hasn’t understood this completely,…. 

Translate here:  

……until the bank came to him and said, remember that note you co-signed?  

Translate here:  

Well, the people that borrowed the money have defaulted on the loan,…..
Translate here:  

 …..and now you have got to pay it back.  We need it immediately!  

Translate here:  

“Oh, really, you want it from me?”  

Translate here:  

 “yes, not only do we want it from you,… 

Translate here:  

…….but if you don’t give it to us right now, we will garnish your wages, 

Translate here:  

…..or we will put a lean against your property.”  

Translate here:  

You say, “What, how can you do that?  I didn’t borrow that money.”  

Translate here:  

Ah yes, you did.  You co-signed the note.  

Translate here:  

You became surety for this person borrowing the money.  

Translate here:  

You became a guarantor.  

Translate here:  

You guaranteed that the money would be repaid.  

Translate here:  

Now since you guaranteed that the money would be repaid,…. 

Translate here:  

……and since the person who borrowed the money did not pay it back, 

Translate here:  

……you MUST pay it back.  Well, the book of Proverbs says, 

Translate here:  

A man lacking in judgment, or a man lacking sense, pledges and becomes a guarantor in the presence of his neighbor.”  

Translate here:  

Now that’s not the only place the book of Proverbs gives this kind of a warning.  

Translate here:  

Listen to Proverbs chapter 6 verse 1.  

Translate here:  

It says “Son, if you endorse a note for someone you hardly know,…. 

Translate here:  

…..guaranteeing his debt, you are in serious trouble.”  

Translate here:  

Ha, you are in serious trouble.  

Translate here:  

Now in that case, he is not talking about co-signing a note for your son or your daughter.  

Translate here:  

It is saying, if you guarantee a debt for someone you hardly know, you are in serious trouble.  
Translate here:  

And Proverbs 11:15 deals with this issue.
Translate here:  

It says, “Be sure you know a person well, before you vouch for his credit.  

Translate here:  

Better to refuse than suffer later.”  

Translate here:  

Okay I guess it’s saying here in Proverbs 11:15 

Translate here:  

….that there are some cases where you may vouch for credit, 

Translate here:  

……but the overall warning is against co-signing notes.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 22:26 makes it even clearer.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Unless you have extra cash on hand, don’t countersign a note.  

Translate here:  

Why risk everything you own?  They will even take your bed.”  

Translate here:  

Now this is the Bible.  This is the ancient law.  

Translate here:  

This information was written down well over 2000 years ago. 

Translate here:  

Evidently back in early history, it was common then also….. 

Translate here:  

…..as it is now for individuals to co-sign, countersign or become surety for a note,… 

Translate here:  

…..and now the wise sayings of Proverbs warns us very carefully.  

Translate here:  

It warns us against striking hands and becoming surety in the presence of his friend.  

Translate here:  

On the other hand, Jesus in Luke chapter 6 makes a very interesting statement.  

Translate here:  

It says in verse 34, “If you lend money only to those who can repay you,…. 

Translate here:  

…..what good is that?  Even the most wicked will lend to their own kind for a return. 

Translate here:  

Love your enemies. Do good to them.  

Translate here:  

Lend to them and don’t be concerned about the fact that they won’t repay, 

Translate here:  

Then your reward from heaven will be very great,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and you will be happy as sons of God,… 

Translate here:  

…..for he is kind to the unthankful and to those who are very wicked.  

Translate here:  

Try to show as much compassion as your Father does.”  

Translate here:  

I see here, Jesus opening up the wisdom of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

He says, “Lend to your enemies.”  

Translate here:  

Well, Proverbs 22:26 says unless you have extra cash on hand,…. 

Translate here:  

…..don’t counter sign a note.  

Translate here:  

I think that when the Lord says lend to your enemies, not expecting anything in return,… 

Translate here:  

…he is saying that if you have in your possession, something that you own,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that you could put at risk and possibly lose,…. 
Translate here:  

…..then lend it without any expectations of getting it back.  

Translate here:  

Jesus is saying let me demonstrate to you how to love.  

Translate here:  

Lend freely, not expecting to get anything back.  

Translate here:  

It says lend to your enemies.  

Translate here:  

I believe that there’s a bit of wisdom in how we treat our friends though.  

Translate here:  

Lending to a friend has to be one of the most dangerous things that you can do.  

Translate here:  

Loans of money to family members have caused more broken relationship perhaps than anything else,…. 

Translate here:  

……because when the friend or the family member is unable to repay,….
Translate here:  

……it creates a tension between you and the friend or the family member.  

Translate here:  

I have a dear sister in Christ, who, after prayer, loaned a large sum of money to her brother,… 

Translate here:  

He fully expected to be able to repay it almost immediately.  

Translate here:  

But “almost immediately” never came, and that money is still outstanding,…
Translate here:  

…..and that brother is so embarrassed by his in bility to return that large sum of money,…. 

Translate here:  

……that he doesn’t even call his sister on the phone anymore. 

Translate here:  

Their family relationship has been broken by the loan.  

Translate here:  

How much better would it have been if they had simply given him the money without any expectation of return? 

Translate here:  

Then the tension would have been gone.  

Translate here:  

I think Jesus is wise when he says lend to your enemies.  

Translate here:  

I think that it is also wise to give to your family members.  

Translate here:  

If you give, you will receive.  

Translate here:  

The Bible tells us clearly give and you will receive. 

Translate here:  

So if you establish in your family a giving loving attitude, when your time of need occurs,….. 

Translate here:  

……there will be someone in the family that will give to you.  You will get paid back.  

Translate here:  

You know, what you sew, you will in fact reap.  

Translate here:  

There is not much question regarding that.  

Translate here:  

You see, Jesus actually became a guarantor,…. 

Translate here:  

…..or he became surety on our behalf. He pledged his life, that we might have life.  

Translate here:  

He gave himself.  He co-signed our debt, let’s say. 

Translate here:  

When he stood before the Father and offered himself on the cross,…
Translate here:  

……he co-signed the debt as a payment for our sin.  

Translate here:  

He demonstrated love and he also said to us that we are to lend freely to our enemies. 

Translate here:  

There is great wisdom in the words of the Lord, 

Translate here:  

…..but there is also great wisdom in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

It is not wise to co-sign a note with somebody you hardly know. 

Translate here:  

It is not a good idea that to put at risk something that you can’t afford to put at risk,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and a man lacking good-sense, co-signs a note.  

Translate here:  

When you are asked to co-sign a note, ask yourself if you are obeying the scriptures.    

Translate here:  

Have you solved the riddle today that’s been presented?  I pray so.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      

http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

