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248 A Crooked Mind – Wednesday Week 50

Translate here:  

It is my earnest prayer that the time that you spend listening to A Proverb A Day will be profitable. 

Translate here:  

Every day we talk about a preceding word, a living word,…. 

Translate here:  

……a word that will come alive to us.  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

I pray that Proverbs 17:20 will come alive to us today.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

“He that has a froward heart, finds no good,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he that has a perverse tongue, falls into mischief.” 
Translate here:  

Well, Brother Steve, looks like you are going to have to use a magic trick this time…..
Translate here:  

….if you are going to make this word come alive.  

Translate here:  

 “a froward heart, a perverse tongue, a falling into mischief.”  

Translate here:  

Yes, the language is old.  The language is out-dated.  

Translate here:  

It’s an ancient language, but it speaks of things that we need to grasp.  

Translate here:  

You see, there is a recurring theme throughout the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Two parts of our body are discussed over and over again: our heart and our tongue.  

Translate here:  

The Lord is very concerned with both our heart and our tongue.  

Translate here:  

Hear the same verse from the New International Version.  

Translate here:  

It says, “A man of perverse heart does not prosper.  

Translate here:  

He whose tongue is deceitful falls into trouble.” 

Translate here:  

Well, the various English translators of the Bible all sought to make this verse come alive,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and hear what it says in the New American Standard Version.  

Translate here:  

It says, “He who has a crooked mind, finds no good,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he who is perverted in his language falls into evil.”  

Translate here:  

Alright, we are adding understanding to this verse by looking at these various translations.  

Translate here:  

A froward heart has something to do with a stubborn or mean heart, 

Translate here:  

…and it has something to do with a crooked mind.  

Translate here:  

He who has a crooked mind finds no good,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he who is perverted in his language falls into trouble. 

Translate here:  

The Living Bible uses language that’s even clearer. 

Translate here:  

 “An evil man is suspicious of every one, and tumbles into constant trouble.”  

Translate here:  

Well, we see here, at any rate that if our heart isn’t right, it’s not good.  

Translate here:  

There are consequences.  We don’t prosper.  

Translate here:  

We don’t find good. We stumble into trouble,….
Translate here:  

….and somehow our heart and our tongue are connected.  

Translate here:  

He that has a perverse or wicked tongue falls into mischief.  

Translate here:  

Or he whose tongue is deceitful falls into trouble.  

Translate here:  

You see here, brothers and sisters in Christ, the Lord is very concerned about the condition of our heart… 

Translate here:  

….because it directly affects our tongue.  

Translate here:  

If you listen to A Proverb A Day at all over the years, ….
Translate here:  

….you have heard me say that our tongue is like a thermometer.  

Translate here:  

You can use a thermometer to tell how cold the temperature is.  

Translate here:  

It just happens that while I am speaking this word today that the weather quite cold outside,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and I don’t necessarily want to go outside to test how cold it really is,…
Translate here:  

 …..so if I look out the window at the thermometer,…. 

Translate here:  

…..I can tell exactly how cold it is. 

Translate here:  

Well, Matthew 18 lets us know that a man’s mouth speaks that which his heart is full of.  

Translate here:  

So his mouth is a thermometer telling about his heart.  

Translate here:  

Well, we have an ability to know about another man’s heart, when we listen to his mouth.
Translate here:  

…..but if we would listen to our own mouth,…. 

Translate here:  

…..we would know something about our own heart.  

Translate here:  

Now you may be somewhat confident that you are born-again and saved.  

Translate here:  

Well, does your tongue indicate your salvation?  

Translate here:  

Is your tongue a thermometer that reveals salvation within your heart?  

Translate here:  

Or are you suspicious of everyone?  

Translate here:  

Are you a person who speaks evil…gossiping, complaining about others? 
Translate here:  

…a curse word when you are frustrated? 

Translate here:  

Are you a person who has a perverse tongue?  

Translate here:  

What’s a perverse tongue, brother?  

Translate here:  

A perverse tongue and a perverse heart always go together.  

Translate here:  

They are not right, … they are not clean….
Translate here:  

….they are not pleasing in the eyes of God.  

Translate here:  

Do we really listen to ourselves?  

Translate here:  

I know I have been convicted in the last 6 months…. 

Translate here:  

…..particularly of the things that have come out of my mouth toward my wife, 

Translate here:  

……irritability, anger, accusations.  

Translate here:  

Why should my mouth be speaking these things?  

Translate here:  

Well, praise God, I have been given the grace to listen to my tongue.  

Translate here:  

Are you listening to your tongue?  

Translate here:  

If you would listen to your tongue,….. 

Translate here:  

…..if you would watch the thermometer of your tongue, 

Translate here:  

……it would give you some really good ideas about the condition of your heart,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and you would know whether or not you need to be going to the Lord Jesus,… 

Translate here:  

…..and asking him to cleanse your heart and to fix it. 

Translate here:  

David said, “My heart is fixed, Oh Lord.  

Translate here:  

I will sing to thee and give thee praise.”  

Translate here:  

Is our heart fixed today?  

Translate here:  

You can tell by the things that come out of your mouth.  

Translate here:  

Are you caught up in arguing?  Are you caught up in strife?  

Translate here:  

When there is a little bit of tension in the air, do you contribute to it?  

Translate here:  

Do you make it happen?  Are you part of the problem or part of the answer?  

Translate here:  

Are you a peacemaker or a peace breaker?  

Translate here:  

In your home this evening when your family gathers together,…. 

Translate here:  

…..will the words from your mouth make that home peaceful,…. 

Translate here:  

…..or will the words from your mouth take away the peace?  

Translate here:  

If you have a perverse heart and a perverse tongue, you will rob the place of peace.  

Translate here:  

You will rob everyone else in your vicinity of peace,…. 

Translate here:  

……and if you are robbing people from peace, then maybe you need to ask yourself the question,… 

Translate here:  

…..is your heart really fixed?  

Translate here:  

You know, this thing about the tongue, it’s a very interesting thing,…. 

Translate here:  

……because we justify our perverse tongue.  

Translate here:  

So many times we have ways of saying, hey, I have got a right to talk this way.  

Translate here:  

That person deserves it.  

Translate here:  

I must speak ugly to them, because they deserve it.  

Translate here:  

Well, I am brought back to Psalm 52.  I have read it relatively recently.  

Translate here:  

But it’s written by David to protest against his enemy Doeg.  

Translate here:  

Now I previously read out of I Samuel chapter 22 about what happen with Doeg.  

Translate here:  

Remember David was fleeing from Saul,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he went up to the priest and asked for Goliath’s sword and something to eat,….
Translate here:  

……and Doeg was there and heard the whole transaction,…. 

Translate here:  

……and he ended up telling Saul later about it.  

Translate here:  

And then went back and slew 85 of the priests.  

Translate here:  

Well, he undoubtedly thought that he was doing the right thing, this guy Doeg.  

Translate here:  

He was acting on the king’s behalf, but he was a little over zealous,…. 

Translate here:  

…..killing 85 priests and then killing all of their children.  

Translate here:  

That was taking things a little bit too far, I would think.  

Translate here:  

And David responds in Psalm 52 and says, 

Translate here:  

 “You call yourself a hero, do you?  

Translate here:  

You boast about this evil deed of yours against God’s people.”  

Translate here:  

Well, you know, that’s where a lot of us are with our perverse hearts and our perverse tongues.  

Translate here:  

We boast.  

Translate here:  

We think we are doing God a favor by speaking evil, and by speaking suspicions and gossip.  

Translate here:  

We think God approves.  

Translate here:  

I am certain that Doeg thought he was doing right.  

Translate here:  

David said about him, “You are as sharp as a tack and plotting your evil tricks.”  

Translate here:  

Some of us are very good at spreading evil words about other people.  

Translate here:  

Our perverse tongue is skilled.  

Translate here:  

We are skilled in speaking at speaking against other people.  

Translate here:  

We are quick to offer a retort.  

Translate here:  

We are quick to get involved in a verbal fight.  

Translate here:  

But Proverbs 17:20 tells us that we won’t find any good.  

Translate here:  

He that has a perverse tongue, falls into mischief, it says.  

Translate here:  

In Proverbs 11:20, it says the Lord detests men of a vicious and stubborn heart, ….
Translate here:  

…..but he delights in those whose ways are blameless.  

Translate here:  

God is seeking a blameless man, a man whose heart is right and whose tongue is right.  

Translate here:  

I Peter chapter 3, hear the word of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

“Whosoever would love life and want many days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.  

Translate here:  

He must turn from evil and do good.  He must seek peace and pursue it,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

Translate here:  

……but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.  

Translate here:  

It is clear instruction….  

Translate here:  

…and it’s only possible if our heart is fixed. 

Translate here:  

Maybe you have thought about the thermometer of your tongue in the last few minutes.  

Translate here:  

Maybe you have evaluated the last several days or several hours of your life.  

Translate here:  

And you have asked yourself the question, am I a peacemaker or a peace breaker.  

Translate here:  

Have I contributed to peace, or have I upset all of those that are around me?  

Translate here:  

If you are running around with a perverse heart or a perverse tongue,…. 

Translate here:  

….then maybe, just maybe you need to ask the Lord to heal it.  

Translate here:  

Don’t go around bragging and boasting about your evil deeds,…. 

Translate here:  

……claiming that you are doing the right thing the way Doeg did.  

Translate here:  

Bow before God’s throne of grace.  

Translate here:  

Say Lord, fix my heart, fix my tongue.  

Translate here:  

Allow me to be pleasing in your sight.  

Translate here:  

If you do these things, you are bound to have a great future and a great eternity.  Alleluia!

Translate here:   
This is Brother Steve Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
Translate here:      
http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com
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