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250 A Rebel's Son – Friday  Week 50

Translate here: 

We are going to look at some very clear truths spoken in the book of Proverbs,….
Translate here: 

……and then we are going to look at some related scriptures in the book of Matthew… 

Translate here: 

….that seem to contradict or create a problem with what Jesus is saying, compared to the book of Proverbs 

Translate here: 

You see, in Matthew chapter 5, Jesus basically says that if you call a man a fool,…. 

Translate here: 

……that you are in danger of hellfire.  

Translate here: 

Well that sounds very serious.  

Translate here: 

……but in the book of Proverbs, there are a number of references to “Thou fool”, 

Translate here: 

…..so it would seem on the surface, 

Translate here: 

…..that if Jesus said that if you call a man a fool, 

Translate here: 

……you are in danger of hell fire,….. 

Translate here: 

…..then the writer of the book of Proverbs was in danger of hell fire.  

Translate here: 

Well, it would seem like that,….. 

Translate here: 

……but we are going to try to unravel that problem in a few minutes.  

Translate here: 

Why did Jesus say that you can’t call somebody a fool,…. 

Translate here: 

…..and then in the book of Proverbs, so many times speak about a person being a fool? 

Translate here: 

We will get back to that problem in a few minutes,…. 

Translate here: 

……but right now, we are going to deal with one of the Proverbs about fools.  

Translate here: 

It’s Proverbs 17:21. It says, “He that begets a fool, does it to his sorrow,…. 

Translate here: 

……and the father of a fool has no joy.”  

Translate here: 

He that begets a fool, ….to have a fool for a son brings grief,…. 

Translate here: 

…..it says in the New International Version, and the father of a fool has no joy.  

Translate here: 

The New American Standard says that “He that sires a fool, does it to his sorrow,… 

Translate here: 

….and the father of a fool has no joy.”  

Translate here: 

And the Living Bible again is very straight-forward.  

Translate here: 

It says very simply, “It’s no fun to be a rebel’s father.”  

Translate here: 

Well, that is the truth.  It is no fun to be a rebel’s father.  

Translate here: 

It is clear that the writer of the book of Proverbs thinks that we can speak about fools.  

Translate here: 

We have covered this some time before.

Translate here: 

Maybe some of you listening today remember when we talked about fathers and sons…..
Translate here: 

…. and we talked about inheritances.  

Translate here: 

We talked about the laws of inheritance.  

Translate here: 

Now, as most of us realize, inheritance has to do with somebody dying,

Translate here: 

They leave behind those things that they own, and they give them to the children.  

Translate here: 

Well, there is a spiritual inheritance.  

Translate here: 

We have a legacy in Christ that we may leave or we may not leave,…. 

Translate here: 

…..if we are not living in Christ, and it has nothing to do with money.  

Translate here: 

It has nothing to do with lands or homes.  

Translate here: 

It has to do with the character of Jesus that’s been formed in the father’s life.  

Translate here: 

He that fathers a fool has no joy.  

Translate here: 

You know fools begat fools.  We often would like to blame the child.  

Translate here: 

We would like to say, Oh man, that child is bad …I just don’t understand it.  

Translate here: 

I didn’t train him to be like that.  I didn’t teach him to be like that.  

Translate here: 

Ha!  That’s generally the way we think about it, isn’t it?  

Translate here: 

It’s not my fault.  

Translate here: 

But unfortunately, it usually is your fault.  

Translate here: 

You see, you were given a commandment from the Lord.  

Translate here: 

He said, “Train up your child in the way he must go,…. 

Translate here: 

……and when he is old, he won’t depart from it.”  

Translate here: 

Well, if he has departed from the way,….. 

Translate here: 

…….then perhaps, you did not train him in the way he should go,…. 

Translate here: 

……and maybe it was because you didn’t really know the way.  

Translate here: 

Maybe you only thought you knew the way.
Translate here: 

Maybe when he was a young boy, you let him have friends that led him the wrong way.  

Translate here: 

Jesus at one point said that if your light be darkness, then how great is that darkness?  

Translate here: 

If what you think is Jesus, if what you think is life, is not life, 

Translate here: 

How sad!   We are called by the word of God to seek wisdom,…. 

Translate here: 

…..to seek knowledge, above all else to seek the truth. 

Translate here: 

Is this thing called Christianity, that we are walking in, the real thing? 

Translate here: 

…..or are we just playing games with some manmade imitations of Christianity?  

Translate here: 

I would rather find out now whether or not that which I am walking in pleases the Lord,…. 

Translate here: 

…..than find out later, because if we find out too much later, it will be too late.  

Translate here: 

What a terrible thing to be standing before that judgment gate, and have him say, 

Translate here: 

 “Depart from me ye workers iniquity.  I know you not.  

Translate here: 

You do not the will of the Father.”  

Translate here: 

Oh, what a horrible, horrible thing to have that happen.  

Translate here: 

That’s why we need preaching.  That’s why we need exhortation.  
Translate here: 

If we think we are Christians and we are going around breaking the peace 

Translate here: 

…..and quarreling…. and full of gossip….
Translate here: 

…..what are we going to do when we stand before the throne of grace? 

Translate here: 

…..and He says depart from me ye workers of iniquity.  I know you not?   

Translate here: 

What a wrong time to find out!  

Translate here: 

Wouldn’t you rather listen to the word of the Lord,…. 

Translate here: 

……to this weak preaching that is coming forth over the airways….. 

Translate here: 

…..and allow the Holy Spirit to convict you ,… 

Translate here: 

 ….and say, “Oh, Jesus, fix my heart. I can tell by my tongue that I need to be fixed.”  
Translate here: 

Wouldn’t it be better to do it now, than have it be too late?  

Translate here: 

The father of the fool, it tells us, is not happy.  

Translate here: 

He is not happy, and he who sires a fool, does so to his sorrow.  

Translate here: 

You see if we are walking in foolishness, we need to seek the truth.  
Translate here: 

I want to deal with this question that I brought up at the beginning.  

Translate here: 

Jesus says in Matthew 5:21 and 22:  

Translate here: 

“But I say unto you, whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.  

Translate here: 

Whoever shall say of his brother Raka shall be in danger of the counsel,…. 

Translate here: 

……but whoever shall say thou fool shall be in danger of hell fire.” 

Translate here: 

Now that’s the King James Version.  Let’s read it in the Living Bible.  

Translate here: 

It says, “But I have added to the rule.”  Now the rule was about not killing.  

Translate here: 

You see, in the old law, it said thou shall not kill.  

Translate here: 

Jesus says, “I have added to that rule about killing.  

Translate here: 

And I tell you that if you are only angry, even in your own home,… 

Translate here: 

…..you are in danger of judgment.”  

Translate here: 

Did we know that it said that?  

Translate here: 

Jesus said that if you are only angry in your own home,…. 

Translate here: 

……you are in danger of judgment?  

Translate here: 

If you call your friend an idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court.  

Translate here: 

That’s what the courts call “libel” and when you slander your brother, 

Translate here: 

He can take you to court over that for damaging his good name, his reputation.  
Translate here: 

And last of all it says if you curse him, you are in danger of the fires of hell.”  
Translate here: 

Well the point I want to make here is that in the King James Version, it says, 

Translate here: 

“If you say thou fool, you will be in danger of hell fire,”…. 

Translate here: 

….but here is says, if you curse him.  

Translate here: 

Now calling somebody a fool is equated with or is very similar to cursing him. 

Translate here: 

Jesus ultimately was saying that we are not to have that attitude of heart.  

Translate here: 

He doesn’t say that we are not supposed to call an ace, an ace, and a spade, a spade.   

Translate here: 

You know, He himself in Luke 24 said to them, “Oh, foolish men and slow of heart 

Translate here: 

……to believe all that the prophets have spoken.  

Translate here: 

Was it not necessary for the Christ to speak these things and to enter into his glory?”  

Translate here: 

So there he was saying, “Oh, you foolish men.”  

Translate here: 

In James at one point says, “You foolish fellow, don’t you realize that faith without works is dead?”  

Translate here: 

And Jesus in another place talked about the kingdom of heaven to be illustrated by a story of ten bridesmaids….. 

Translate here: 

……who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom, 

Translate here: 

……but only 5 of them were wise enough to fill their lamps with oil, while the other 5 were foolish and forgot.  

Translate here: 

So there you see, not only does the book of Proverbs talk about foolish people,…. 

Translate here: 

…..but Jesus himself, who said if you call a man a fool, you are in danger of hell fire.  

Translate here: 

He himself talked about the wise virgins and the foolish virgins.  

Translate here: 

You see, the point here isn’t that he called them a fool.  

Translate here: 

It’s the attitude of heart toward them.  

Translate here: 

That scripture in Matthew about cursing your brother has everything to do with your heart,….. 

Translate here: 

…..not the actual words that came out, but your attitude of heart.  

Translate here: 

Did you ever get really hot in an argument and call somebody a fool?  

Translate here: 

It’s a dangerous thing to do according to the word of the Lord, 

Translate here: 

You will be judged for it.  

Translate here: 

It is one thing to say a man is a fool because he spends his money unwisely.  

Translate here: 

That is simply an accurate observation,…. 

Translate here: 

……but to curse a man with the epitaph “fool” is a dangerous thing.  

Translate here: 

We need to allow the Lord Jesus to cause us to father wise sons and not foolish sons,…. 

Translate here: 

…..and then instead of having grief, we will have joy.  

Translate here: 

We will also have a great eternity.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Steve Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
Translate here:      
http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

