253 Bosom Bribes – Wednesday Week 51

Page 1 of 13

253 Bosom Bribes – Wednesday Week 51

Translate here:  

We are going to move on today in our study of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

In Proverbs 17:22, we are going to look at a gift out of the bosom perverting justice.  

Translate here:  

Now that concept is something we will have to work on….. 

Translate here:  

……because it is not something common to us. 

Translate here:  

But, before we go on, I need to mention how important the things we have talked about already are…..
Translate here:  

….. knowing the difference between the soul and the spirit.  

Translate here:  

Now Hebrews chapter 4 tells us that “the word of God is quick and powerful…… 

Translate here:  

……and sharper than any two-edged sword,….. 

Translate here:  

…..piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and the marrow.  

Translate here:  

It’s a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart.”  

Translate here:  

Well, we see here that the word of God clearly distinguishes between the soul and the spirit.  

Translate here:  

When we considered Proverbs 17:22 where it tells us that a cheerful heart doeth good like medicine….. 

Translate here:  

……..but a broken spirit makes one sick,….. 

Translate here:  

…….we can see how the heart or the soul are similar,…. 

Translate here:  

…… that sadness in the soul or sadness in the heart could crush a spirit.  

Translate here:  

Now why is it important that we make a distinction between the soul and the spirit?  

Translate here:  

The reason that it’s important is because if something’s broken,…. 

Translate here:  

……and you are fixing the wrong thing,…. 

Translate here:  

……you are not going to be successful.   You will fail.  

Translate here:  

So if your soul or your emotions are heavy,…. 

Translate here:  

……and they are breaking your spirit,….. 

Translate here:  

…….it is really your spirit that needs to be strengthened,….. 

Translate here:  

……or your spirit that needs to be encouraged.  

Translate here:  

Paul says in Galatians that if you walk in the spirit,….

Translate here:  

….. you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

Translate here:  

If we can have the spirit of Jesus, so flowing within our own spirit,….. 

Translate here:  

…..if the spirit of love can be pouring forth in us and through us in a powerful and dynamic way,…. 

Translate here:  

……then that broken heart or our emotional sadness will not be able to touch our spirit,…. 

Translate here:  

……because our spirit will be fruitful and strong. 

Translate here:  

Of course, when we are talking about the difference between our soul and our spirit,….. 

Translate here:  

…….we have to realize that it is in our spirit that we are born again.  

Translate here:  

A person isn’t born again in his soul.  

Translate here:  

He is born again in his spirit.  

Translate here:  

The spirit of Jesus chooses to come alive within the spirit of a man.  

Translate here:  

Now that will result in a happy heart,…..

Translate here:  

….. that will result in a soul that is quickened and made more fruitful,…. 

Translate here:  

…….but the answer to the problem isn’t our emotions or our feelings.  

Translate here:  

The answer to our problem is our spirit.   

Translate here:  

We are spirit beings.  God created us with a spirit, ….
Translate here:  

…..and your spirit needs to be renewed.  

Translate here:  

Your spirit needs to be made alive by being immersed in the spirit of God.  

Translate here:  

You are to walk in the spirit, so that you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

Translate here:  

But I would like to pursue this subject.  

Translate here:  

I think we have an opportunity to as we continue in the book of Proverbs, ….
.
Translate here:  

…..and that brings us to Proverbs chapter 17 verse 23.  

Translate here:  

It tells us that a wicked man takes a gift out of the bosom to pervert the ways of judgment.  

Translate here:  

I am not exactly certain what that means. 

Translate here:  

Let’s try to read it in the New International Version where it says…. 

Translate here:  

……that a wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice.  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible is very clear.  

Translate here:  

It says it’s wrong to accept a bribe to twist justice.  

Translate here:  

I haven’t been offered any bribes to twist justice lately: 

Translate here:  

……that is, relative to the court system.  

Translate here:  

Now this I believe is directly speaking about the court system.  

Translate here:  

Israel had a court system back in Solomon’s day about a 1000 years before Christ..  

Translate here:  

Criminals were brought before the courts and they were convicted of crimes.  

Translate here:  

But it’s telling us it’s wrong to accept a bribe to twist justice.  

Translate here:  

Now there may be some people listening to me today who are involved in court proceedings,…. 

Translate here:  

…...and you may be being offered a bribe or money to say something on the witness stand…. 

Translate here:  

…..to pervert justice, or to prevent someone from being prosecuted properly for their crimes.  

.  

Translate here:  

Well, the Bible tells us directly that it’s wrong to accept a bribe to pervert justice.  

Translate here:  

You should not do it. 

Translate here:  

And if you know someone who is being tempted to do it,…. 

Translate here:  

…..you need to tell them, it is wrong.  

Translate here:  

The Bible says that it is wrong to accept a bribe to twist justice.  

Translate here:  

If I were closer to the court system, then I might stay in the realm of the court system to discuss this proverb, …..
Translate here:  

…..but I am seeing a spiritual issue here about bribery,…. 

Translate here:  

….that I think affects us outside of the court system. 

Translate here:  

I think it affects us more or less on a daily basis.  

Translate here:  

….when we are tempted of an evil man,…. 

Translate here:  

…..being offered a bribe by the evil man, Satan himself,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and I am reminded of it, as I think about Jesus being tempted. 

Translate here:  

Now if Jesus were tempted, or if Jesus were offered bribes by Satan himself, …..
Translate here:  

……why should we be surprised if we are offered bribes.  

Translate here:  

Let’s take a look at the way that Jesus was offered bribes to pervert justice, ….
Translate here:  

…..as we find them in Matthew chapter 4 verses 1 through 11. 

Translate here:  

This is commonly referred to as Jesus’ time in the wilderness. 

Translate here:  

It says, “Jesus was led by the Spirit (that’s an important word right there.  

Translate here:  

He was led by the Spirit.) into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  

Translate here:  

After fasting 40 days and 40 nights, he was hungry.  

Translate here:  

The tempter came to him and said, if you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.  

Translate here:  

Jesus answered, “it is written, Man does not live on bread alone, …
Translate here:  

….but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.”  

Translate here:  

 At this point Satan is making some evil suggestions.  

Translate here:  

He is not trying to bribe the Lord yet.  

Translate here:  

He begins by making some evil suggestions. 

Translate here:  

Then in verse 5 it says, “Then the devil took him to the Holy City…. 

Translate here:  

……and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  

Translate here:  

If you are the Son of God, he said, throw yourself down….. 

Translate here:  

……for it is written he will command his angels concerning you,….. 

Translate here:  

……and they will lift you up in their hands so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”  

Translate here:  

Now that is very interesting what the devil was doing here. 

Translate here:  

He actually was quoting scriptures. 

Translate here:  

He was using the scriptures to tempt the Lord Jesus,….. 

Translate here:  

……but Jesus answered and said, “It is also written, do not put the Lord, your God to the test.”  

Translate here:  

Now we are going to see him offer a bribe.  

Translate here:  

Satan is about to try to bribe Jesus.  

Translate here:  

 “Again the devil took him up to a very high mountain,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  

Translate here:  

All of this I will give you, he said, if you will bow down and worship me.”  

Translate here:  

Now wouldn’t that be the most incredible perversion of justice that we can think of?  

Translate here:  

It was justice for Jesus to worship the Father,….. 

Translate here:  

…….but it would not be justice for him to worship Satan, and Satan tried to bribe him.  

Translate here:  

He tried to say, “here I will give you all the kingdoms of the world,… 

Translate here:  

…..if you will bow down and worship me”.  

Translate here:  

I truly believe that Satan is still in the bribery business,…. 

Translate here:  

……. we have to say to him what Jesus said to him.  

Translate here:  

“Away from me Satan, for it is written, worship the Lord your God and serve him only.  

Translate here:  

And the devil left him, and the angels came and attended to him,”  

Translate here:  

How is it that we are offered bribes.,….  

Translate here:  

…..we are offered things we like, things to give us pleasure.  

Translate here:  

I believe that many times these offerings come from the evil one,…. 

Translate here:  

……an effort to whet our appetites….. 

Translate here:  

…..and cause us to be more interested in the things of this world then the things of the Spirit.  

Translate here:  

The book of Proverbs says that it is wrong to accept a bribe to pervert justice.  

Translate here:  

We have to be very careful what we allow our appetites to be stimulated by.  

Translate here:  

What is it that stimulates your appetite today?  

Translate here:  

What is it that you are hungry for?  

Translate here:  

What are you thinking about today?  

Translate here:  

What are you looking forward to today? 

Translate here:  

What does your appetite call for?  

Translate here:  

Are you seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness?  

Translate here:  

Are you making the things of the kingdom the high priority in your life today?  

Translate here:  

If not, it is possible that you are accepting a bribe,…. 

Translate here:  

…….that you are being bribed away from Jesus,….. 

Translate here:  

…….that you are being offered other things to feed yourself, ……..
Translate here:  

…….other than the goodness of the Lord.  
Translate here:  

Proverbs 17:23 tells us it’s wrong to accept a bribe to twist justice.  

Translate here:  

We are being called today to make Jesus and the Kingdom our pleasure,…… 

Translate here:  

…….to make Jesus and the Kingdom the thing that we hunger for.  

Translate here:  

Doesn’t the Bible tell us, that if we hunger and thirst for righteousness, we shall be filled?  

Translate here:  

Amen!  It does tell us that…… 

Translate here:  

…….and I pray that as a result of listening to A Proverb A Day today, you have been reminded about your first Love, ….. Christ Jesus….. 

Translate here:  

…….and that you are careful, not to be bribed away from your first love, …..
Translate here:  

……that you will respond to the call of the Spirit, and long for the things of God.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Steve Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
Translate here:      
http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

